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In the late 1990s , num bers o f non -b reed ing  W h ite -ta iled  Eagles Haliaeetus a lb ic i l la  tha t 
spend the sum m er in Rost, an o ffshore  a rch ip e la g o  in northern N orw ay, increased 
drastica lly  and have since rem ained h igh. Paralle l da ta  on eag le  num bers (daily 
observations) and the p o p u la tio n  trends and breed ing success (num ber o f large chicks per 
nest) in three co lon ies o f B lack-legged Kittiwakes Rissa tridactyla  were co llec ted  in 2 6  
d iffe ren t years since 1 9 7 9 . Two o f the co lon ies were on cliffs; the m ain co lony, which 
decreased steadily from  a b o u t 2 5 ,0 0 0  to  9 ,3 0 0  pairs du ring  the study, and a sm all 
co lony w ith h igh ly  va riab le  b reed ing  num bers (1 6 -2 5 3  pairs). The th ird  co lony, however, 
which increased from  131 to  6 3 3  pairs over the pe riod , is on bu ild ings  and never visited 
by eagles. Thus, the data  sets enab led  a d irec t estim ation o f to  w hat extent the eagles 
affected kittiw ake perfo rm ance . As cou ld  be expected, b reed ing  success in the b u ild ing - 
nesting co lony d id  not change s ign ifican tly  w ith the in flux o f eagles, but d ropped  m arked ly 
in tw o o the r co lon ies. W h ile  the m ain c liff-b reed ing  co lony and tha t on bu ild ings had an 
equa l b reed ing success (mean 0 .7 9  fledg lings  per nest) in 13 years p r io r to  the eagle 
b oom , it was 42%  low er on the m ain c liff than on the bu ild ings (means 0 .3 6  and 0 .6 2  
fledg lings  per nest, respectively) in the 1 1 fo llo w in g  years. This is the first quantita tive  
evidence o f how  the fo rm erly  th reatened but now  num erous W h ite -ta iled  Eagle represents 
an a d d itio n a l stress to  a new com er on the N orw eg ian  Red List, the B lack-legged K ittiwake.
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