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C o m m on  Scoters w in te r in sha llow  coasta l waters in the Baltic Sea, the N orth  Sea and the 
A tlan tic . A long  the Dutch coast one o f the m ain w in te r agg rega tions  o f C o m m on  Scoters 
used to  be found  in the southwest, in the V oo rde lta . In the late seventies and  early eighties 
m axim um  num bers regu la rly  exceeded 2 0 ,0 0 0  birds (>  today 's  1% o f the to ta l 
popu la tio n ). Just over the Belg ium  bo rd e r a n o th e r 1 0 ,0 0 0  birds w in tered and a ll these 
birds m ay be seen as the same loca l p o p u la tio n . Since then the num bers dec lined  
d ra m a tica lly  and m axim um  num bers have rarely exceeded 1 0 ,0 0 0  birds in the V oo rde lta  
and  Belg ium . The trends in o the r m ain agg re g a tio n  areas a long  the Dutch coast show  a 
co m p a ra b le  pattern w ith peak num bers in the seventies-nineties and a decline  thereafte r. 
C hanges in the d is tribu tion  and num bers o f C o m m o n  Scoters in this part o f the w in tering  
range are presum ably driven by changes in to ta l p o p u la tio n  size, loca l fo o d  a va ilab ility  
and  loca l levels o f d is tu rbance (fishery and recreation). Very low  to ta l num bers o f scoters 
were present a long  the Dutch and Belg ium  coasts, w ith num bers d ro p p in g  be low  4 0 ,0 0 0  
birds (while before 2 0 0 4  num bers peaked above 1 2 0 ,0 0 0 ). In the last century the 
occurrence  o f la rge concen tra tions o f su itab le  b ivalve prey species was cruc ia l fo r  the 
m a in tenance  o f high w in te r concen tra tions o f C o m m o n  Scoters, but since the decrease 
and a lm ost com p le te  d isappea rance  o f the C u t T rough Shell Spisula subtruncata, which 
was the m ost im p o rta n t food  source in the e ighties and nineties in the N e therlands, the 
V oo rde lta  is nowadays p redom ina n tly  used by C o m m o n  Scoters as a stop over area 
du ring  spring m ig ra tion  w ith m axim um  num bers in A p ril. Recently there are ind ica tions 
tha t C om m on  Scoters have sw itched to  feed ing  on A tlan tic  Jackknife  C lam s Ensis directus. 
This c lam  first appea red  in the area in the n ineteen eighties but on ly a fte r 2 ,0 0 0  it showed 
a strong increase in abundance  and huge concentra tions o f A tlan tic  Jacknife  C lam  fo rm ed 
in the V oo rde lta . In terms o f b iom ass, there is m ore than enough Ensis-food in the 
V oo rde lta , but the aw kw ard shape and size o f this prey species m ay prevent successful 
feed ing  by Scoters. Further research w ill reveal w he the r C o m m o n  Scoters can a d a p t and 
rega in  th e ir fo rm e r num bers in the area.
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