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Since 1 9 9 0  the la rge co lon ies o f the B lack-legged K ittiwake Rissa tridactyla  in the northern 
N orth  Sea experienced substantia l declines in b reed ing num bers o f m ore than 50% . In 
contrast, the b reed ing num bers o f kittiwakes a t H e lgo lan d  in the south-eastern N orth  Sea 
d oub le d  du ring  the same period  and late ly m a in ta ined  re la tive ly stab le num bers o f 
app rox im a te ly  7 ,0 0 0  breed ing pairs. A  com prehensive eva lua tion  o f the s itua tion  o f the 
kittiw ake breed ing co lony a t H e lgo lan d  how ever requires u p -to -da te  in fo rm a tio n  on 
b reed ing  success. In June/Ju ly  2 0 0 8 , we carried  ou t observations on d iffe ren t breed ing 
param eters o f kittiwakes in the b reed ing co lony a t H e lgo lan d  tha t enab led  conclus ions on 
b reed ing success. W e observed low  values o f nest a ttendance and high fo ra g in g  efforts o f 
parents, low  feed ing  frequencies and exceptiona lly  low  num bers o f chicks. D iet analyses 
rem arkab ly  revealed the presence o f terrestria l prey species and a h ighe r percentage o f 
m arine invertebrates com pared  to  results o f previous d ie t studies a t H e lgo lan d . These 
results ind ica ted  un favou rab le  fo ra g in g  cond itions  and a thus induced low  breed ing 
success o f kittiwakes a t H e lgo lan d  du ring  2 0 0 8 .
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