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Environm enta l determ inants o f seabird  p o p u la tio n  dynam ics are com plex, and even 
appa ren tly  healthy m e ta -popu la tions  such as tha t o f the N orthe rn  G anne t, M orus 
bassanus  show  contrasting  trends on a reg iona l scale. This is the case fo r ganne t co lon ies 
in the Barents and the N orw eg ian  Seas, som e o f w hich show  a rap id  dec line , w h ile  others 
are g row ing  steadily.

W e tested the hypothesis tha t curren t p o pu la tion  trends are cond ition ed  by food  
a va ila b ility  using fo ra g in g  trip  du ra tion  as a proxy o f fo ra g in g  e ffo rt (because o f its 
s ign ifican t re la tionsh ip  w ith fo ra g in g  range in gannets). W e com pared  the fo ra g in g  e ffo rt 
o f birds from  the d iffe ren t co lon ies , contrasting  them  w ith s im ila r data  ava ilab le  fo r  m ore 
dynam ic  co lon ies in France and the British Isles.

Results s trong ly suggest tha t gannets from  N orw eg ian  b reed ing sites benefit from  good  
feed ing  cond itions , and tha t o the r factors such as Sea Eagle Haliaeetus a lb ic il la  
harassm ent a n d /o r  hum an d is tu rbance are likely drivers o f cu rren t ganne t p o pu la tion  
trends a long  the N orw eg ian  coast.
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