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Foreword

Dear Reader,

Fish now feature regularly in the European diet. And yet, before they land on our plates, they must pass down a long 
chain of processes in which many people are involved : from the fishermen who go out to bring the fish to port and 
the fish farmers who also supply our markets, to those who sell and distribute fisheries products and those who 
process them into the final product we take home from our market stall or supermarket shelf. All of which helps 
explain why fisheries occupy such an important place in Europe’s economic, social and cultural life.

Accordingly, Europe’s fisheries policy has its social, economic and environmental dimensions. The European 
Fisheries Fund helps us maintain viable fishing communities and give fishermen decent working and training 
opportunities. The economic and social well-being of our maritime communities is inextricably linked to the well­
being of our seas and oceans. Hence EU fisheries policy promotes responsible and sustainable fishing practices and 
a long-term vision to ensure that our fishing industry can earn a proper livelihood from vibrant marine resources. 
The EU also works for sustainable fishing internationally, since fish are an important trading commodity and many 
European vessels ply the oceans outside Europe.

These and the many other facets of European fisheries are contained in this new edition of Facts and figures on the 
Common Fisheries Policy, published by the European Commission’s Directorate-General for Maritime Affairs and 
Fisheries. I hope that you, like me, will find it an interesting and instructive read.

M aria Damanaki,
European Commissioner for Maritime Affairs and Fisheries
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1 Responsible and sustainable fishing

Responsible and sustainable management of fisheries requires decisions based on sound scientific findings and long-term management. 
Decisions on total allowable catches (TAC) and fishing quotas are based on scientific advice; we are finding out more and more 
about the stocks that are fished. Fishing can thus be adapted to the state of stocks.

Currently, most fish stocks are exploited at levels well in excess of their maximum sustainable yield, in other words the optimal 
volume of catches that can be taken each year without threatening the future reproductive capacity of a fish stock.

By aiming for long-term management, the Commission has thus favoured a progressive approach, based on the introduction of 
multi-annual plans for specific fisheries or fish stocks which benefit stocks and fishermen alike. These plans are aimed at ensuring 
sustainable exploitation and, if necessary, at facilitating the recovery of stocks close to collapse.

State of stocks by TAC area (2009)
(in n um ber  of stocks)
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The s to c k  is overexplo ited  c o m p a r e d  to th e  level del ivering m a x im u m  
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w h e t h e r  it ca n  del iver  m a x im u m  lo n g - t e r m  yield.

89
S o u r c e :  E u r o p e a n  C o m m i s s i o n ,  C o n s u l t a t i o n  on  F i s h i n g  O p p ' j r t u r i i t i e s  t o r  20 I 0 

-  C o m m u n i c a t i o n  i no ro  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  COM12ÜÜ9]  224. ar id  p r e p a  r a t o r y  w o r k
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M ulti-annual plans (2009)

> o  N o r t h  S e a  c o d  

t o  N o r t h e r n  h a k e

t > o  S o u t h e r n  h a k e  a n d  s o u t h e r n  l a n g o u s t i n e  

t o >  B a y  of  B i s c a y  s o l e  

W e s t e r n  C h a n n e l  s o l e  

N o r t h  S e a  s o l e  a n d  p l a i c e  

B a l t i c  S e a  c o d

H e r r i n g  o ff  t h e  w e s t  of  S c o t l a n d

NB: F o re e l, the M em ber States are required  
to set up a muLti-annuaL plan.

Source: European Com m ission, The Com m on  
Fisheries P o lic y -A  User's Guide , Luxembourg, 
Office fo r Official Publications of the European 
C om m unities, 2009, 'M u lti-a n n u a l Plans' 
fact sheet.
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2 Protection of the marine environment

The Com m on Fisheries Policy aims to reduce the negative impacts of fisheries on the environment and develop an integrated 
approach for the protection of the ecological balance of our oceans as a sustainable source of wealth and well-being for future 
generations. Various actions have been taken, particularly to protect endangered species such as sharks, cetaceans and essential 
elements of marine ecosystems, such as certain seabed habitats.

These actions contribute to the objectives of European environmental policy, particularly in the context of the Marine Strategy 
Framework Directive, the environmental pillar of the European Unions new maritime policy. They are complemented by protection 
measures put in place under regional fisheries or environmental agreements applicable in European waters.

One of the most notable impacts on the environment is the destruction of certain vulnerable habitats through the use of bottom  
trawls and similar gears. The EU protects its habitats by limiting the use of bottom  trawls in certain sensitive areas.

In the Mediterranean, bottom  trawls are generally prohibited at distances less than three nautical miles from the coast. Exceptions 
are possible under strict and specific conditions.

A reas w here  bottom traw ls  
are prohibited
(situation as at 31 December 2009)

A r e a s  w h e r e  b o t t o m  t r a w l s  
a r e  p e r m a n e n t l y  p r o h i b i t e d

L i m i t s  of  EU w a t e r s  

EU

T h i r d  c o u n t r i e s
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The main objective of the Common Fisheries Policy is to ensure sustainable exploitation of fisheries resources. Fleet capacity 
management is an essential tool for achieving that aim. Under European Union law, the total capacity of the fishing fleet may not 
be increased, and if public funds are used to decommission a fishing vessel, the corresponding capacity cannot be replaced. In other 
words, the reduction of fleet capacity with public financing must be permanent.

For the last 17 years, EU fishing fleet capacity has declined at a fairly steady annual average rate, a little below 2 %, in terms of 
both tonnage and engine power. Despite the EU enlargements in 2004 and 2007, the number of vessels in September 2009 amounted 
to 84 909, or 21 000 fewer than in 1995.

EU fishing fleet capacity by length category
(situation as at 1 Sep tem ber 2009)
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1992 and 2009
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Evolution of EU fishing fle e t capacity betw een 1992 and 2009
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pow er in 1998 is due to the  inclusion of vessels registered in the  French outerm ost regions in the  EU Fishing F leet Register.
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10

To
ta

l 
to

nn
ag

e 
in 

GT
/1

 
00

0



The fishing flee t of the M em ber States (situation as at 1 Sep tem ber 2009)

N u m b e r  of v e s s e l s  

To nn ag e  in GT

©  Engine  p o w e r  in kW 

T raw lers
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BE 93 0.1 % 16 971 0 .9  % 5 3  6 1 3 0 . 8 % 89 9 6 % 4

BG 2 199 2.6  % 7 4 0 7 0 .4  % 5 8  7 52 0 .9  % 53 2 % 2 146
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FI 3 2 39 3 . 8 % 16 2 3 8 0 . 9 % 169  7 5 8 2 . 5 % 107 3 % 3 132

S E  1 4 3 9 1 . 7 % 3 9  7 2 0 2 . 2 % 2 0 0  2 82 3 . 0 % 3 32 2 3 % 1 107
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Source: EU Fishing Fleet Register
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Employment

Employment in the salt-water fishing sector, measured in full-time equivalents, tends to be concentrated in a handful of countries. 
Spain alone accounts for a quarter of employment in the EU and the three countries with the highest levels of employment (Spain, 
Greece and Italy) account for 60 %.

Em ploym ent in the fisheries sector (2007)
(measured in fu l l - t im e  equivalent)*

25 426 
24 745

4 445
3 155

3 838

943

1 632
617

Tota EU-27 141 110

35 274

*  See also the 'Processing sector' chap ter fo r em ploym ent 
in this industry.

* *  Total em ploym ent [fu ll-tim e  and part-tim e],

* * *  Figures fo r 2006.

* * * *  Excluding the Azores and Madeira.

NB: Figures w ere not available fo rB G a n d R O a n d  
w ere not relevant fo r AT, CZ, HU, LU and SK.

Source: European Com m ission, The 2 0 0 9 A nnual Economic  
Report on the European Fishing F leet, Luxembourg,
Office fo r Official Publications of the European Com m unities, 2009 
[Report EUR 2Z0Ó9 EN],



5 Fisheries and aquaculture production
I

The European Union represents about 4.6 % of global fisheries and aquaculture production, which makes it the fourth producer 
worldwide. As has been the case each year for the last 20 years, total European Union production decreased slightly compared to 
previous years. W ithin the EU, the three largest producers in terms of volume are Spain, France and the United Kingdom.

Main w orld  producers (2007) (catches and aquaculture) 
(volume in tonnes live weight and percentage of total)

C hin a
India 7 308 230  5 .2 %

P e r u 7 250 075  5 .2 %

EU-27 ^ ^ ■ 6  443 127 4.6%
I n d o n e s ia 6 329  533  4 . 5 %

U nited  S t a t e s 1 5 293  8771 3 .3 %

J a p a n 1 4 977 047 3 .5 %

Chile 1 4 635 927 3 .3 %

V ie tn a m ^ ■  4 277  900 3 .0 %

Tha i la nd I-  3 858  815 2 . 7 %

R u s s i a n  F e d e r a t i o n 1 3 559 717 2 . 5 %

P h i l i p p in e s W  3 209  349 2 .3 %

N o r w a y W  3 209  140 2 .3 %

M y a n m a r V  2 840 240 2 .0 %

S o u t h  K orea M  2 464  328 1.8 %

B a n g l a d e s h S  2 440 011 . 7 %

46 079  311 32  3 %

The EU and the w orld  (2007) (catches and aquaculture) 
(volume in tonnes live weight and percentage of total)

E U -27  I 
World  I

6 443 127 4 . 6 %

140 392 858 95 .4 %

Sources: Eurostat fo r E U -27  and FAO fo r other countries.
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Production per M em ber State (2007) (ca tches  and a q u a c u l tu re )
(vo lum e in to n n e s  live w e ig h t  and p e rc en ta ge  of to ta l)

ES
FR
UK
DK

IT
NL
DE
IE

PT
SE
EL
LT

* P L
FI
LV
EE
CZ
BE
HU
RO

1 020 908 
795 313  12 .3 4 %

790 687 1 2 . 2 7 %

684 181 10 .6 2 %

7 . 2 6 %

7 . 2 5 %

15.3 4 %

293  758 
279 650 

260  504
243  619 3 7 3 %  

208 266 3 2 3 %  

190 874  2796%  

180 271 2 3 0 %

177 4 04  2 7 5 %

156 001 2 4 2 %

100 225  1 5 6 %

r 24 723
•  24 667
•  22 946 
1  16 497

BG f  13 307 
MT *  ? 834 
CY I  5 425 
S K I  4 071 
AT I  2 889 
SI I  2 465

0 .3 3 %  

0 .3 3 %  

0 .3 6 %  

0 . 2 6 %  

0.21 % 
0.1 5 %  

0 . 0 3 %  

0 .0 6 %  

0 . 0 4 %  

0 .0 4 %

EU-27 6 443 127 1 0 0 %

*  Figures fo r 2006. 
NB: Not relevant for 
Source: Eurostat.

Production per candidate country (2007) (catches and aquaculture)
(volume in tonnes live weigh t and percentage of total)

TR 772  471
MR M  53 089 6 42 %

MK I  1 218 0 . 1 5 %

Total 826 778 100%. S o u rce: FAQ



Catches

The European Union accounts for almost 6 % of total fisheries production worldwide, with a reduction in volume compared to 
previous years. Although the European fleet operates worldwide, EU catches are taken primarily in the Eastern Atlantic and the 
Mediterranean. They are mainly made up of herring, sprat and blue whiting. The leading fishing countries are Spain, Denmark, 
the United Kingdom and France, which together account for around half the catches.

Total w orld  catches 
in m ajor fishing areas (2007)
(volume in tonnes live weight 
and percentage of total)

Pacif ic , n o r t h - w e s t 19 824  131 2 2 . 0 % •
Pac if ic , s o u t h - e a s t 1 1 757 627 13.1 % •

Pac if ic , w e s t e r n  c e n t r a l 1 1 525  972 1 2 .8 % •
A tlan t ic ,  n o r t h - e a s t 8 906 822 9 .9 % •

India n  O cean ,  e a s t e r n 6 059 359 6 .7 % •
India n  O cean ,  w e s t e r n 4 185 805 4.6 % •

A tla n t ic ,  e a s t e r n  c e n t r a l 3 170 589 3 .5 % •
Pac if ic , n o r t h - e a s t 2 925 584 3 .2 % •

A tlan t ic ,  s o u t h - w e s t 2 499  737 2 .8 % •
A tlan t ic , n o r t h - w e s t 2 148 058 2 .4 % •

M e d i t e r r a n e a n  a n d  B la c k  S e a 1 686 351 1.9 % •
Pac if ic , e a s t e r n  c e n t r a l 1 642 054 1.8 % •

A tla n t ic ,  w e s t e r n  c e n t r a l 1 500 209 1.7 % •
A tlan t ic ,  s o u t h - e a s t 1 436  420 1.6 % •
Pac if ic , s o u t h - w e s t 633 641 0 .7 % •
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Total EU catches in m ajor 
fishing areas (2007)
(volume in tonnes live weight 
and percentage of total)

A tla n t ic ,  n o r t h - e a s t 3 7 3 5 4 3 5 7 2 .7 4 % •
M e d i t e r r a n e a n 5 2 4 461 10.21 % •

A tlan t ic , e a s t e r n  c e n t r a l 341 3 45 6 . 6 5 % •
O t h e r  a r e a s 1 34 4 6 2 2 . 6 2 % •

Ind ia n  O cean ,  w e s t 1 26 6 83 2 . 4 7 % •
Pac if ic , s o u t h - e a s t 85 4 2 6 1.66 % •

A tlan tic , s o u t h - w e s t 65 172 1.27 % •
A tlan t ic , n o r t h - w e s t 50 123 0 .9 8 % •

Pacif ic , e a s t e r n  c e n t r a l 25 6 8 3 0 .5 0 % •
Atlan t ic , s o u t h - e a s t 22 9 6 6 0 .4 5 % •

B la c k  S e a 8 3 2 5 0 .1 6 % •
A tlan t ic , w e s t e r n  c e n t r a l 6 8 4 6 0 .1 3 % •

Pac if ic , s o u t h - w e s t 5 5 8 4 0.11 % •
Ind ia n  O cean ,  e a s t 3 0 2 9 0 .0 6 % •

Source: Eurostat
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Total catches of w o rld ’s 
leading producers (2007)
(volume in tonnes live weight 
and percentage of total)

China 14 6 5 9  0 36 1 6 .3 % •
P e r u 7 2 1 0  544 8 .0 % •

E U -2 7 5 135  540.1 5 . 7 % •
I n d o n e s i a 4 9 3 6  6 29 5 .5 % •

U ni ted  S t a t e s 4 7 67  5 96 5 .3 % •
J a p a n 4 211 201 4 . 7 % •

India 3 9 5 3  4 7 6 4 . 4 % •
Chile 3 8 0 6  0 8 5 4 . 2 % •

R u s s i a n  F e d e r a t io n 3 4 5 4  2 1 4 3 . 8 % •
P h i l i p p in e s 2 4 9 9  6 3 4 2 .8 % •

T h a i la n d 2 4 6 8  7 84 2 .7 % •
N o r w a y 2 3 7 8  9 5 0 2 .6 % •

M y a n m a r 2 2 3 5  5 8 0 2 . 5 % •
V ie t n a m 2 121 4 0 0 2 .4 % •

S o u t h  K orea 1 8 5 8  2 0 6 2.1 % •
B a n g l a d e s h 1 4 9 4  199 1 .7 % •

I ce lan d 1 3 9 9  167 1.6 % •

Sources: Eurostat for EU-27  
and FAO for other countries.



Total catches per M em ber S tate (2007)
(vo lum e in to n n e s  live w e ig h t
and p e rc en ta ge  of to ta l)

ES 735 926 1 6 .3 3 % •
DK 653 013 1 2 .7 2 % •
UK 616 4-87 1 2 .0 0 % •
FR 557 862 1 0 .8 6 % •
NL 613 660 8 .0 5 % •

IT 286 663 5 .5 8 % •
PT 253 033 6 . 9 3 % •
DE 268 763 6 . 8 6 % •
SE 238 256 6 . 6 6 % •
IE 227 166 6 .62  % •
LT 187 696 3 . 6 5 % •
FI 166 373 3 . 2 0 % •
LV 155 272 3 . 0 2 % •
PL 166 606 2.81 % •
EE 99 667 1 .9 6 % •
EL 95 078 1 .8 5 % •
BE 26 539 0 .6 8 % •
BG 8 876 0 .1 7 % •
HU 7 026 0 .1 6 % •
RO 6 186 0 .1 2 % •
CZ 6 276 0 .0 8 % •
SK 2 872 0 .0 6 % •
CY 2 225 0 .0 6 % •

MT 1 2 65 0 .0 2 % •
SI 1 111 0 .0 2 % •

AT 3 50 0.01 % •

Source: Eurostat.

Total catches per candidate country (2007)
(volume in tonnes live weight 
and percentage of total)

Source: FAO
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The 15 main species caught by the European Union (2007)
(vo lum e in to n n e s  live w e ig h t  and p e rc en ta ge  of to ta l)

A t l a n t i c  h e r r i n g  6 8 4  115 1 3 %

S p r a t  4 98  8 1 8 1 0 %

B l u e  w h i t i n g  3 37  2 9 0 7 %

A t l a n t i c  m a c k e r e l  3 02  0 7 5 6 %

E u r o p e a n  p i l c h a r d  2 3 5  139 5 %

S a n d  e e l s  180 0 68 4 %

A t l a n t i c  h o r s e  m a c k e r e l  153 2 88 3 %

A t l a n t i c  c o d  1 17 750 2 %

Y el lo w f in  t u n a  116 4 0 2 2 %

C u n e n e  h o r s e  m a c k e r e l  113 541 2 %

A n c h o v y  109 4 8 6 2 %

S k i p j a c k  t u n a  87  0 47 2 %

C h i l e a n  j a c k  m a c k e r e l  75 180 1 %

C o m m o n  m u s s e l  74  8 9 6 1 %

N o r w a y  l o b s t e r  73  3 9 9 1 %

Source: Eurostat.



The 3 main species caught per M em ber State (2007)
(vo lum e in to n n e s  live w e ig h t  and p e rc e n ta g e  of to ta l)

BE
E u r o p e a n  pla ice 5 732 2 3 %

C o m m o n  s o le 3 856 1 6 % 1—
S k a t e s  a n d  rays 1 901 8 % •

BG
S e a  s n a i l 6  310 6 9 %

S p r a t 2 985 3 6 % 1--------
C o m m o n  c a r p 539 6 % r

cz
C o m m o n  c a r p 3 361 7 8 %

F r e s h w a t e r  b r e a m 190 6 % «
N o r t h e r n  pike 152 6 % r

DK
S a n d  e e l 167 270 2 6 %

S p r a t 160 892 2 2 % 1 —
A tla n t ic  h e r r i n g 120 659 1 8 % 1—

DE 1
A tla n t ic  h e r r i n g 69 966 2 0 %

B lue  w h i t ing 36 677 1 6 %
S p r a t 30 976 1 2 % n

EE
S p r a t 51 007 51 %

A tla n t ic  h e r r i n g 26 108 2 6 %
N o r t h e r n  p r a w n 12 076 1 2 % ■

IE
A tla n t ic  m a c k e r e l 68 686 21 %

B lue  w hit ing 31 092 1 6 %
A tla n t ic  h e r r in g 30 827 1 6 %

EL
A nchovy 16 020 1 7 %

E u r o p e a n  p il chard 9 610 1 0 %
H ak e 5 192 5 %

ES
Yellowfin t u n a 70 622 1 0 %

M a c k e r e l 61 181 8 %
E u r o p e a n  p il chard 60 316 8 %

FR
Yellowfin t u n a 62 710 8 %

E u r o p e a n  p il chard 38 658 7 %
S k ip ja ck  t u n a 38 366 7 %
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IT
A nchovy 61 216 2 1 %

S tr ip e d  v e n u s 28 802 1 0 %
H ake 14 660 5 %

CY
A lb a c o ra
P ic a r e i s

B o g u e

620
275
216

2 8 %
1 2 %
1 0 %

LV
S p r a t 60 454 3 9 %

C u n e n e  h o r s e  m a c k e r e l 22 507 1 4 %
A tla n t ic  h e r r i n g 22 404 1 4 %

LT
C u n e n e  h o r s e  m a c k e r e l 41 349 2 2 %

C h i l e a n  j a c k  m a c k e r e l 33 433 1 8 %
S a r d in e l l a 21 116 1 1 %

HU
C o m m o n  c a r p 3 554 5 1 %

C a r p s 1 344 1 9 %
Silver  c a r p 583 8 %

MT
B lue fm  t u n a 338 2 7 %

C o m m o n  d o lp h m f is h 276 2 2 %
S w o rd f i sh 203 1 6 %
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NL
A tla n t ic  h e r r in g 103 120 2 5 %

Blue  w hit ing 80 730 2 0 %
A tla n t ic  h o r s e  m a c k e r e l 61 767 1 5 %

AT
F r e s h w a t e r  fi sh  350  1 0 0 %

P L
S p r a t  60 203  4 2 %

A tla n t ic  h e r r i n g  25 175 1 7 %
A tla n t ic  cod  1 1 785 8 %

PT
E u r o p e a n  p i lch ard  91 646 3 6 %

C h u b  m a c k e r e l  26 585 11 %
A tla n t ic  h o r s e  m a c k e r e l  1 1 668  5 %

RO
G old fis h  2 9 0 7  4 7 %

F r e s h w a t e r  b r e a m  1 090  1 8 %
R o a c h  3 5 4  6 %

A nch ov y  407  3 7 %
E u r o p e a n  p i l chard  249 2 2 %

C o m m o n  c a r p  74 7 %



SK
C o m m o n  c a r p 1 430 5 0 %
R a in b o w  t ro u t 917 3 2 %

Goldfish 82 3 %

Fl
A tla n t ic  h e r r i n g  89 393 5 4 %

S p r a t  24 626  1 5 %
E u r o p e a n  p e r c h  14 639  9 %

S p r a t 100 441 4 2 %
A tla n t ic  h e r r in g 99 487 4 2 %

A tla n t ic  cod 13 562 6 %

UK
A tla n t ic  m a c k e r e l 133 700 2 2 %

A tla n t ic  h e r r i n g 91 098 1 5 %
Blue  w hit ing 56 466 9 %

S o u r c e :  E u r o s t a t

The 3 main species caught 
per candidate country (2007)
(vol ume in tonnes live weight 
and percentage of total)

HR
E u r o p e a n  p i l chard 16 900 4 2 %

A nchovy 13 200 3 3 %
M a c k e r e l 1 127 3 % r

MK
F r e s h w a t e r  fish 90 7 4 %

Trout 30 2 5 %
C o m m o n  c a r p 2 2 % 1

TR
Anchovy 385  000 6 1 %

S tr ip e d  v e n u s 47 215 7 % •
M e d i t e r r a n e a n  h o r s e  m a c k e r e l 22 991 4 % r

Source: FAO.
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7 Aquaculture

Aquaculture is a major activity in many Euro­
pean regions. Aquaculture production in the 
European Union is in the region of 1.3 million 
tonnes, while its value amounts to € 3.2 billion. 
This represents 20.3 % of the total volume of 
EU fisheries production. Its share of total 
world aquaculture production is 2.6 % in terms 
of volume and 5.1 % in terms of value.

Total aquaculture production 
per M em ber S tate (2007)
(volume in tonnes live weight 
and value in thousands of EUR 
and percentage of total)

A q u a c u l tu r e  p roduc t ion  

Value in t h o u s a n d s  of EUR

*  F i g u r e s  f o r  20 0 6  
N B : M et  r e l e v a n t  fier LIJ 
S o u r c e :  E u r o s t a t .

BE

BG

CZ

DK

DE

EE

IE

EL

ES

FR

IT

CY

LV

LT

HU

MT

NL

AT

* P L

PT

RO

SI

S K

FI

S E

UK

E U - 2 7

128

4 431 

20 4 4 7  

31 168  

4 4  9 9 5

7 7 8

52  5 0 4  

113  188 

2 8 4  9 82  

2 3 7  451 

180  9 8 8

3 200  

729  

3 3 7 8  

15 9 2 2  

8  5 89

53  371 

2 5 39

35  8 6 7  

7 471 

1 0 3 1 3  

1 3 5 4  

1 199 

13 0 3 0

5 3 6 5  

174  200

1 3 0 7  5 8 7

0 . 0 1 % 5 5 7

0 . 3 4 % 1 3 3 1 9

1 . 5 6 % 3 6  104

2 . 3 8 % 8 0  6 1 5

3 . 4 4 % 139  5 2 4

0 . 0 6 % 3 3 9 9

4 . 0 2 % 1 18 281

8 . 6 6 % 3 8 9  2 3 4

2 1 . 7 9 % 2 8 0  4 0 7

1 8 .1 6 % 5 5 2  6 7 8

1 3 .8 4 % 5 5 2  8 4 8

0 . 2 4 % 15 3 3 7

0 . 0 6 % 1 6 0 5

0 . 2 6 % 7 0 5 7

1 . 2 2 % 29 6 1 7

0 . 6 6 % 17 5 0 3

4 . 0 8 % 1 12 5 9 6

0 . 1 9 % 11 561

2 . 7 4 % 76 6 1 8

0 . 5 7 % 4 2  871

0 . 7 9 % 16 0 9 8

0 . 1 0 % 2 961

0 . 0 9 % 1 9 2 6

1 . 0 0 % 4 6  6 0 0

0.41 % 15 6 3 2

1 3 .3 2 % 6 7 7 2 9 5

I I

0 .0 2 % 

0.41 %  

1 .1 1 %  

2 . 4 9 %  

4 . 3 0 %  

0 . 1 0 % 

3 . 6 5 %  

1 2 .0 1 % 

8 . 6 5 %  

1 7 . 0 5 %  

1 7 . 0 5 %  

0 . 4 7 %  

0 . 0 5 %  

0 .2 2 % 

0 . 9 1 %  

0 . 5 4 %  

3 . 4 7 %  

0 . 3 6 %  

2 . 3 6 %  

1 .3 2 %  

0 . 5 0 %  

0 . 0 9 %  

0 . 0 6 %  

1 .4 4 %  

0 . 4 8 %  

2 0 . 8 9 %

1 0 0 .0 0 %

22



Total aquaculture production 
per M em ber State (2007)

(volume in tonnes live weight, 
value in thousands of EUR 

and percentage of total)

Total aquaculture production 
by o ther m ajor producers (2007)

(volume in tonnes live weight, 
value in thousands of EUR 

and percentage of total)

C h in a  
I n d ia  

V i e t n a m  

I n d o n e s i a  

T h a i l a n d  

B a n g l a d e s h  

N o r w a y  

C h i l e  

J a p a n  

P h i l i p p i n e s  

E g y p t  

S o u t h  K o r e a

12 8 8 4  

1 0 9 6  
140  021

8 . 3 7 %  

0.71 %  
9 0 . 9 2 %

1 0 0 .0 0 %

33  8 0 8  

3 127  
441 2 8 2

7 . 0 7 %

0 . 6 5 %
9 2 . 2 8 %

1 0 0 .0 0 %

31 4 2 0  2 7 5  6 2 . 4 %  2 8  9 6 9  8 0 3  4 5 . 6 %
3 3 5 4  7 5 4  6 . 7 %  3 199 9 5 4  5 . 0 %

2 156 5 0 0  4 . 3 %  3 3 0 3  7 9 8  5 . 2 %

1 3 9 2  9 0 4  2 . 8 %  1 7 9 7  194  2 . 8 %

1 3 9 0  031 2 . 8 %  1 7 7 5  9 1 6  2 . 8 %

9 4 5  8 1 2  1 . 9 %  1 1 1 1 4 6 3  1 .8 %

8 3 0  190 1 . 6 %  2 173 7 52  3 . 4 %

8 2 9  8 4 2  1 . 6 %  3 8 5 2  4 0 9  6.1 %

7 6 5  8 4 6  1 . 5 %  2 3 1 6  2 53  3 . 7 %

7 0 9  7 15  1 . 4 %  9 0 0  9 6 5  1 .4 %

6 3 5  5 1 6  1 . 3 %  8 7 0  6 0 8  1 .0 %

6 0 6  122 1 . 2 %  1 1 5 1 1 1 9  1 .8 %
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The top 10 species 
produced in aquaculture in 
the European Union (2007)

(volume in tonnes live weight 
and percentage of total)

The top 10 species 
produced in aquaculture in 
the European Union (2007)
(value in thousands of EUR 

and percentage of total)
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M e d i t e r r a n e a n  m u s s e l 3 0 6  9 3 4

R a i n b o w  t r o u t 2 06  0 4 3

C o m m o n  m u s s e l 166 681

A t l a n t i c  s a l m o n 141 151

P a c i f i c  c u p p e d  o y s t e r 121 7 0 9

G i l t h e a d  s e a  b r e a m 8 4  6 0 7

C o m m o n  c a r p 66  2 8 8

J a p a n e s e  c l a m 63  8 4 4

E u r o p e a n  s e a  b a s s 5 7  8 7 8

B l u e f i n  t u n a 1 4 4 1 9

2 3 %

1 6 %

1 3 %

1 1 %
9 %

6 %
5 %

5 %

4 %

1 %

A t l a n t i c  s a l m o n  

R a i n b o w  t r o u t  

G i l t h e a d  s e a  b r e a m  

E u r o p e a n  s e a  b a s s  

P a c i f i c  c u p p e d  o y s t e r  

J a p a n e s e  c l a m  

C o m m o n  m u s s e l  

C o m m o n  c a r p  

M e d i t e r r a n e a n  m u s s e l  

E u r o p e a n  e e l

ESI WËÊM
6 4 9  0 3 4 2 0 %

5 3 3  2 49 1 6 %

3 5 8  2 93 1 1 %

3 0 0  5 1 2 9 %

2 8 8  0 8 5 9 %

281 8 8 7 9 %

2 3 8  171 7 %

137  5 1 8 4 %

7 4  0 9 5 2 %

71 9 5 0 2 %

Source: Eurostat.



The top 3 species produced 
in aquaculture per M em ber S tate (2007)

(volume in tonnes and percentage 
of to ta l vo lume -  value in thousands 

of EUR and percentage of to ta l value)

T %
R a i n b o w  t r o u t 68 5 3 %

€ %
R a i n b o w  t r o u t 295 5 3 %

BG
T %

R a i n b o w  t r o u t 2 030 6 6 %
C o m m o n  c a r p 1 230 2 8 % |
B iq h e a d  c a r p 397 9 % •

€ %
R a i n b o w  t r o u t 8 516 6 6 %
C o m m o n  c a r p 1 913 1 6 % (—

D a n u b e  s t u r g e o n 851 6 % ■

cz
C o m m o n  c a r p 17 967 8 8 %
R a i n b o w  t r o u t 623 3 %
B iq h e a d  c a r p 605 2 % 1

€ %
C o m m o n  c a r p 30 706 8 5 %
R a i n b o w  t r o u t  1 833 5 %  I
B ig h e a d  c a r p  798  2 %  I

DK
T %

R a in b o w  t r o u t 27 657 8 9 % |
E u r o p e a n  e e l 1 616 5 % r

C o m m o n  m u s s e l 969 3 % r
€ %

R a in b o w  t r o u t 62 538 7 8 % i
E u r o p e a n  e e l 13 205 1 6 %

B r o w n  t r o u t 2 056 3 % r

DE
T %

R a i n b o w  t r o u t 23 176 5 2 %
C o m m o n  m u s s e l 10 539 2 3 %

C o m m o n  c a r p 9 266 2 1 %
€ %

R a i n b o w  t r o u t 81 167 5 8 %
C o m m o n  c a r p 32 369 2 3 %

C o m m o n  m u s s e l 16 656 1 1 % ■

EE
T %

R a in b o w  t r o u t 610 7 8 %
S t u r g e o n s 75 1 0 % •

E u r o p e a n  e e l 65 6 % r
€ %

R a in b o w  t r o u t 2 191 6 6 %
S t u r g e o n s 627 1 3 % ■

E u r o p e a n  e e l 386 1 1 % r

T %
C o m m o n  m u s s e l 32  835 6 3 %

A tla n t ic  s a l m o n 9 923 1 9 %  M
Paci f ic  c u p p e d  o y s t e r 7 661 1 5 %

€ %
A tla n t ic  s a l m o n 50 631 6 3 %

C o m m o n  m u s s e l 62  696 3 6 %
Paci f ic  c u p p e d  o y s t e r 17 628 1 5 %  ■
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EL
T %

G il th ead  s e a  b r e a m 50 023 4 4 % r  ”
E u r o p e a n  s e a  b a s s 34  761 3 1 % i—

M e d i t e r r a n e a n  m u s s e l 22 179 2 0 % r
€ %

G il th ead  s e a  b r e a m 196 682 51 % i ■
E u r o p e a n  s e a  b a s s 156 493 4 0 % i

M e d i t e r r a n e a n  m u s s e l 8 876 2 % r

T %
M e d i t e r r a n e a n  m u s s e l 209  633 7 4 %

R a i n b o w  t r o u t 25 195 9 % n
G il th ead  s e a  b r e a m 20 3 5 4 7 % r

€ %
G il th ead  s e a  b r e a m 74 288 2 6 % i— i

M o u le s 53 556 1 9 % i -
E u r o p e a n  s e a  b a s s 46 762 1 7 % r -

F R
T %

Paci f ic  c u p p e d  o y s t e r 1 10 800 4 7 %
C o m m o n  m u s s e l 56 700 2 4 % ^ B

R a i n b o w  t r o u t 32  288 1 4 % r
€ %

Paci f ic  c u p p e d  o y s t e r 2 5 9 1 2 8 4 7 %
C o m m o n  m u s s e l 87 926 1 6 % p

R a i n b o w  t r o u t 87  541 1 6 % b

IT
T %

J a p a n e s e  c l a m 61 724 3 4 %  B “ ~
M e d i t e r r a n e a n  m u s s e l 58 4 79 3 2 %

R a i n b o w  t r o u t 37  800 2 1 %  1
€ %

J a p a n e s e  c l a m 271 712 4 9 %  ^ ^ B
R a i n b o w  t r o u t  88  871 1 6 %  I “

E u r o p e a n  s e a  b a s s  61 860  1 1 % S
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CY
T %

G il th ead  s e a  b r e a m 1 40 4 4 4 %
Blue f in  t u n a 940 2 9 % 1-------

E u r o p e a n  s e a  b a s s 740 2 3 % 1---
€ %

G il th ead  s e a  b r e a m 7 224 4 7 %
E u r o p e a n  s e a  b a s s 4 442 2 9 % I-

Blue f in  t u n a 2 720 1 8 % 1“

LV
T %

C o m m o n  c a r p 538 7 4 % ^ b ^ b i
C r u c i a n  c a r p 57 8 % r

S h e a t f i s h 46 6 % r
€ %

C o m m o n  c a r p 987 6 1 %
S t u r g e o n  174 1 1 %  P
S h e a t f i s h  169 1 1 %  P

LT
T %

C o m m o n  c a r p 3 231 9 6 %
R a i n b o w  t r o u t 68 2 % 1
N o r t h e r n  pike 23 1 % 1

€ %
C o m m o n  c a r p 6 551 9 3 % 1
R a i n b o w  t r o u t 272 4 % 1
N o r t h e r n  pike 70 1 % 1

HU
T %

C o m m o n  c a r p 9 570 6 0 %  ^ B ^ B
S ilver  c a r p 2 4 8 4 16 % n

A fr ican  ca t f i s h 1 911 1 2 %  B
€ %

C o m m o n  c a r p 19 4 2 8 6 6 %  ^ ^ ^ B
A fr ican  c a t f i s h  4 716  1 6 %  I

S ilve r  c a r p  1 6 8 1  6 %  r



MT
T %

Blue f in  t u n a 6 813 7 9 % i — m b u

G il th ead  s e a  b r e a m 1 097 1 3 % r
E u r o p e a n  s e a  b a s s 75 1 % 1

€ %
Blue f in  t u n a 11 048 6 3 % 1

G il thead  s e a  b r e a m 4 812 2 7 % 1
E u r o p e a n  s e a  b a s s 1 105 6 % r

NL
T %

C o m m o n  m u s s e l 43 731 8 2 % 1
A fr ican  ca t f i s h 4  500 8 % •

E u r o p e a n  e e l 4  000 7 % r
€ %

C o m m o n  m u s s e l 70 440 6 3 % ES
E u r o p e a n  e e l 32 015 2 8 % 1 1

A fr ican  ca t f i s h 4  502 4 % 1

T %
R a in b o w  t r o u t 1 633 6 4 %
C o m m o n  c a r p 377 1 5 %  ■

S p e c k l e d  t r o u t 253 10% r
€ %

R a in b o w  t r o u t 7 509 6 5 %
S p e c k l e d  t r o u t 1 551 1 3 %  ■
C o m m o n  c a r p 1 156 10% n

T %
R a in b o w  t r o u t 16 984 4 7 %
C o m m o n  c a r p 15 575 4 3 %

C a r p s 1 375 4 % 1
€ %

R a in b o w  t r o u t 3 4  783 4 7 %
C o m m o n  c a r p 31 100 4 2 %

C a r p s 2 640 4 % r
*  Figures fo r 2006.

P T
T %

G il th ead  s e a  b r e a m 1 930 2 6 % ■ W 6

E u r o p e a n  c l a m 1 874 2 5 %
E u r o p e a n  s e a  b a s s 1 391 1 9 %

€ %
E u r o p e a n  c l a m 2 0  249 4 7 % 1

G il thead  s e a  b r e a m 9 172 21 % P “ |
E u r o p e a n  s e a  b a s s 7 598 1 8 %

T %
C o m m o n  c a r p 3 544 3 4 % 1
B ig h e a d  c a r p 2 056 2 0 %

S ilve r  c a r p 1 695 1 6 % r
€ %

C o m m o n  c a r p 6 588 41 %
B ig h e a d  c a r p 2 774 1 7 % B

S ilver  c a r p  2 287 1 4 %  ■

SI

R a in b o w  t r o u t
T %

799 59  %

C o m m o n  c a r p 195 1 4 %  1 '
€ %

R a in b o w  t r o u t 2 086 70%
C o m m o n  c a r p 468 16 % P I

M e d i t e r r a n e a n  m u s s e l 181 6 %  1

S K
T %

R a in b o w  t r o u t 879 73  %
C o m m o n  c a r p 273 23  %

Goldfish 15 1 %
€  %

R a in b o w  t r o u t 1 4 4 4  75  %
C o m m o n  c a r p 399  21 %

Gold fish 16 1 %
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R a i n b o w  t r a u t  
W h i te f i sh

2 055

R a i n b o w  t r o u t  
W h i te f i sh

40 648  
5 4 1 9

R a i n b o w  t r o u t  
C o m m o n  m u s s e l  

C h a r s

3 700
1 168

R a i n b o w  t r o u t  
C h a r s  

E u r o p e a n  e e l

578
843

1 569

A t la n t ic  s a l m o n  
C o m m o n  m u s s e l  

R a i n b o w  tr o u t

130 104  75  %
20 759  1 2 %
15 128  9 %

A tla n t ic  s a l m o n  
R a i n b o w  tr o u t  

C o m m o n  m u s s e l

593 540 
46  4 17  
21 119

8 8 %
7 %  1
3 %  I

Source: Eurostat

The top 3 species produced in aquaculture  
per candidate country (2007)
(volume in tonnes and percentage 
of to ta l vo lume -  value in thousands 
of EUR and percentage of to ta l value)

HR
T %

M e d i t e r r a n e a n  m u s s e l 3 000 2 3 %
E u r o p e a n  s e a  b a s s 2 800 2 2 %

R a i n b o w  t r o u t 2 031 1 6 % I B
€ %

E u r o p e a n  s e a  b a s s 12 263 3 6 % h a
B lue f in  t u n a 5 775 1 7 % ■

G il th ead  s e a  b r e a m 5 036 1 5 % I B

MK
T %

Trout 758 6 9 %
C o m m o n  c a r p 206 1 9 %

E u r o p e a n  p e r c h 21 2 % I
€ %

Trou t 2 469 7 9 %
C o m m o n  c a r p 429 1 4 % 0

E u r o p e a n  p e r c h 39 1 % 1

T %
Trout 61 173 4 4 % 1
B a r s 41 900 3 0 % 1

G il th ead  s e a  b r e a m 33 500 2 4 % 0 1
€ %

Trout 1 54 942 3 5 % ^ 0
B a r s 149 861 3 4 % ^ 0 1

G il th ead  s e a  b r e a m 128 376 2 9 % 1 0

Source: FAO.



Fisheries and i 
producers’ org

Producers’ organisations are made up of fisher­
m en and fish farmers who choose to jo in t 
together to take measures aimed at ensuring 
a rational approach to production and creating 
the best possible conditions for marketing 
their products. They are a fundamental part of 
the common organisation of the market in the 
fisheries and aquaculture sector.

S
S m a l l - s c a l e  fish ing  /  c o a s t a l  fishing /  
o f fshore  fishing /  d e e p  s e a  fish ing 
Total: 169 o r g a n i s a t i o n s  in 200 9

A g u a c u l tu r e  a n d  o t h e r  ty p e s  of fishing 
Total: 35 o r g a n i s a t i o n s  in 2 009

NB: In BG, GZ, GY, LU, HU, MT, AT, SI, FI 
and SK, there are no producers' organisations.

Source: O fficial Journal of the European Union, 
C17, 23/7/2009.

uaculture



9 Processing sec

The overall value of the output of the process­
ing industry amounts to around EUR 23 bil­
lion, or three times the turnover of the catch 
sector. Spain, Italy, France and the United 
Kingdom are the leading countries in terms of 
production. This sector consists of nearly 
4 000 companies, the majority of which with 
20 employees at most, for total employment of 
around 126 000 persons. The mainstay of 
European production is conserves and prepara­
tions of fish, crustaceans and molluscs.
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Value of the output e s  4  104

of the processing UK 3 4 0 3

sector (2007) IT 3153
(in thousands of EUR) FR 3 075

DE 2 0 8 5

D K 1 799

P L  1 132

NL 7 84

P T  7 1 7

S E  4 69

B E 4 62

IE 35 9

LT 2 1 7

EL 177

LV 161

FI 144

N B :  F i g u re s  are r io t  a v a i l a b le  Far CZ, CY, HU,  ^ E
M T  arid  AT  ar id  are  r iot  re le va n t  f o r  LIJ R 0  52

S K  37
S o u r c e s :  E u r o s t a t  ar id ,  f o r  IT ar id  ML,  E u r o p e a n  

C io rnr n i ss io r i ,  R e p o r t  ori t h e  e v e lu e tio r i  o f  d e to  BG 26
c o l le c t io n  r e l e t e d  to  t h e  f is h  p r o c e s s in g  g |  I 3

s e c to r  2 0 0 ? t O f f ic e f o r  O f f i c i a l  P u b l i c a t i o n s  

of  t h e  E u r o p e a n  C io rn rn u rn t i e s  20 0 9

4 0 0

5 0 0

000
3 0 0

100
5 0 0

3 0 0

000
000
6 0 0

3 0 0

3 0 0

000
8 0 0

6 0 0

4 0 0

6 0 0

7 0 0

100
4 0 0

9 0 0

BIBI



N um ber of persons employed  
in the processing sector (2007)

ES 22  9 1 5 19 88 2

UK 16 6 6 0 15 130

P L  16 0 9 6 14 69 2

F R 14 0 9 9 12 782

DE 8 9 1 5 7 8 3 4

IT 7 7 50 NA

PT 6 4 6 8 NA

LV 6 151 5 8 69

DK 5 2 12 4 8 2 4

LT 4 5 9 7 4 391

NL 3 3 0 5 2 4 9 4

S E 2 3 7 7 NA

EE 2 103 1 9 3 0

IE 2 0 8 6 1 781

RO 1 6 7 3 1 5 8 8

EL 1 4 9 6 1 301

BE 1 361 1 116

BG 1 3 0 4 1 140

S K 8 2 0 7 98

FI 71 6 3 9 8

SI 20 3 NA

c z

E U - 2 7

NA 93 6

NA: Not ava i La b Le.

N um ber of processing 
companies (2007)

ES 7 4 7 263

F R  4 9 6 134

P L  3 9 8 101

UK 3 8 9 111

IT 3 7 6 NA

DE 2 2 8 60

S E 2 1 9 23

P T 175 71

FI 159 8

NL 130 35

DK 124 54

LV 109 57

EL 75 14

LT 74 24

IE 67 34

BE 61 15

EE 57 27

RO 39 16

BG 30 13

S K 9 5

SI 8 2

AT 5 3

CZ

E U - 2 7

NA 9

NA: Not avaiLabLe.
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Along with Japan and the United States, the European Union is one of the world’s top three importers of fishery and aquaculture 
products. Norway, China and Iceland are the EU ’s main suppliers. Intra-EU trade is also significant. Taking into account all trade, 
both intra-EU and with third countries, Spain, France and Italy are the leading importing Member States. Denmark and the 
Netherlands are the leading exporting Member States, followed by Spain.

Trade of fishery and aquaculture products between the European Union and third countries (2008)
(volume in tonnes and value in thousands of EUR)

V olu m e in to n n e s  

Value  in t h o u s a n d s  of EUR

•  Tuna , s a rd in e ,  m a c k e r e l ,  h e r r ing , anchovy, etc .
•  S a lm o n ,  trout .
•  Cod, hake ,  pollock, hadd o ck ,  p an g a ,  sole,  hal ibut, 

s e a  b r e a m ,  etc .
•  S h r im p ,  sp in y  lobste r, sca l lop ,  m u s s e l s ,  cutt lefish,  

squid , etc.
•  P r o d u c t s  not in t en d ed  fo r  h u m a n  c o n s u m p t io n ,  

fish m e a l ,  deco ra t iv e  fish.

•  P e l a g i c  f i sh  

S a l m o n i d s  

O t h e r  f i sh

•  C r u s t a c e a n s  a n d  m o l l u s c s  

N o n - f o o d  p r o d u c t s

Total EU-27

1 127 52 8 2 6 1 5  663

6 1 8 6 1 6 2 286  766

1 9 2 8  306 6 0 6 3  445

1 3 1 3  202 5 0 8 9  055

6 6 9  070 4 8 5  0 3 4

1 0 1 0  885 1 135 0 7 7

50  635 2 3 8  9 22

3 5 3  8 47 8 9 9  2 7 8

164 145 4 9 3  5 2 7

194 950 167  272

Source: Eurostat.



Trade of fishery and aquaculture products between the European Union and third countries (2008)
(value in thousands of EUR and percentage of total)

T h e  E u r o p e a n  U n i o n ’s
m a i n  s u p p l i e r s

N o r w a y 2 789 404 1 7 % •
Chin a 1 281 645 8 % •

Ice lan d 1 017  309 6 % •
M orocco 841 020 5 % •

U n i ted  S t a t e s 837 518 5 % •
V ie t n a m 772 426 5 % •
E c u a d o r 767 000 5 % •
T h a i la n d 703 479 4 % •

Chile 546 067 3 % •
A r g e n t i n a 536 502 3 % •

India 461 049 3 % •
O t h e r  th i rd  c o u n t r i e s 5 986 543 3 6 % •

Total: 16 539 963

M a in  M e m b e r  S t a t e s  
i m p o r t i n g  f r o m  t h i r d  c o u n t r i e s

ES 3 1 6 2  886  
UK 1 960 618
DE 1 630  233

IT 1 625 065
DK 1 592 352
SE 1 561 539
FR 1 560  269
NL 1 312 351

O th e r  M e m b e r  S t a t e s  2 156 672

S o u r c e :  E u r o s t a t

1 9 %
1 2 %
1 0 %
1 0 %
1 0 %

9 %
9 %
8 %

1 3 %

Total EU-27: 16 539 963

T h e  E u r o p e a n  U n i o n ’s
m a i n  c u s t o m e r s

J a p a n 311 401 1 1 %
S w i tz e r l a n d 288 983 1 0 %

R u s s i a 278 479 9 %
C hin a 239 775 8 %

N o r w a y 215 854 7 %
U n ited  S t a t e s 213 781 7 %

N ige r ia 1 13 533 4 %
S e y c h e l l e s 95 161 3 %

M orocco 81 280 3 %
U k r a in e 66 592 2 %
Croa t ia 54  475 2 %

O th e r  th i rd  c o u n t r i e s 9 74  762 3 4 %

Total: 2 934 076

M a in  M e m b e r  S t a t e s  
e x p o r t i n g  t o  t h i r d  c o u n t r i e s

ES 568  885 1 9 % •
DK 505  325 1 7 % •
NL 4 27  882 1 5 % •
FR 289  867 1 0 % •
UK 2 3 4  503 8 % •
DE 182 439 6 % •

IT 1 15 288 4 % •
PT 90 675 3 % •

t e s 519  212 1 8 % •

Total EU-27: 2 934 076
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I m p o r t s

S E  481 8 7 6  1 8 4 6  3 8 2  4 6 4  0 2 6

LV 5 3  6 1 7  9 4  8 0 6  1 20  8 3 2

IE 3 8  531  162  4 8 8  162  9 2 4

UK 7 7 4  5 9 4  2 731 8 2 7  4 1 4  0 4 6

NL 7 2 9  7 8 7  1 9 5 7  9 2 8  8 2 7  2 5 5

B E  3 1 7  3 6 2  1 5 1 6  041 176  9 8 6

LU 8 461 6 8  0 5 8  1 197

DE 9 5 6  7 8 2  3 081 9 5 5  6 2 4  0 2 0

AT 6 6  17 8  301  7 7 3  5 2 0 8

SI 16 371  5 8  0 0 4  4 581

F R  1 0 1 0  142 3 9 4 3  154  3 5 3  5 8 8

P T  3 7 6  2 9 3  1 2 7 0  6 0 3  131 531

E S  1 4 9 7  7 9 0  4 8 2 3  5 5 4  9 3 4  7 93

IT 8 8 8  8 0 3  3 6 1 9  0 5 4  131 191

MT 22  801 33  6 6 7  4 6 9 6

•  M e m b e r  S t a t e s
•  C a n d i d a t e  c o u n t r i e s
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Im ports and exports of fishery  
and aquaculture products (2008) 
Total trade: in tra-E U  and extra-E U
(v o lu m e  in to n n e s  and v a lu e  
in t h o u s a n d s  of EUR)



I m p o r t s E x p o r t s

Fl

- EE 

DK 

LT 

P L 

CZ 

S K  

HU 

RO

*  HR 

BG

*  MK

*  EL

«  TR

- CY

65  0 9 9  2 1 2  0 2 5  41 6 5 2  31 3 4 3

5 4  2 2 4  8 9  6 9 4  12 3  122 9 8  0 9 5

6 8 9  3 6 7  1 8 7 6  5 7 3  7 9 3  551 2 7 8 7  4 9 4

100  4 5 6  1 8 9  3 7 0  9 2  5 2 7  1 95  5 8 5

411 8 1 7  8 5 4  2 2 2  2 2 0  0 4 3  8 0 7  1 0 8

65  4 5 8  1 4 7  6 1 7  17  8 3 7  53  120

23 3 6 6  4 7  7 2 4  28 3  5 160

18 4 2 9  4 8  341 9 6 5  2 0 9 5

89  5 3 2  1 3 0  4 2 8  1 7 05  7 661

55  2 2 3  9 6  2 1 3  29  7 0 4  1 0 4  3 6 8

29 7 5 2  4 0  7 1 2  6 4 9 6  13 6 9 0

10 2 4 0  21 9 2 9  2 1 6 4  8 8 7 4

125  2 1 8  4 2 7  0 6 2  121 2 3 9  441 7 9 7

120  2 4 2  1 2 6  6 1 6  6 0  0 5 4  2 8 8  71 3

17 3 6 9  5 9  0 6 3  2 719  29 273



Im ports of fishery and aquaculture products (2008)
(value in th o u s a n d s  of EUR)
Tota l t rade :  in t ra -E U  and ex t ra -E U

F r e s h  a n d  c h i l l e d  p r o d u c t s

ES
FR
IT

SE
DK
UK
DE
NL

O t h e r  M e m b e r  S t a t e s

1 410 673 
1 335 008

1 103 965 
1 084 741

797 994 
I 624 977 

I 560 177 
485  484

‘ 1 497 441

Total EU-27 8 900 459

S m o k e d ,  s a l t e d  a n d  d r i e d  p r o d u c t s

DE
PT
SE
ES
IT

NL
DK
FR

O t h e r  M e m b e r  S t a t e s

333 660 
306 050

274 823 
268 558 
268 467

225 632 
161 267 
164 869 

■  179 386

Total EU-27 2 182 711

Source: Eurostat.
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F r o z e n  p r o d u c t s

O t h e r  M e m b e r S t a t e s

2 794 202

1 449 731 
1 089 741 

844 629 
669 329 

654 029
2 226 406

Total EU-27 12 951 667

P r e p a r a t i o n s  a n d  c o n s e r v e s

642 072
NL 1 4 0 2 1 8 3
ES 1 350 121
BE » — 339 045
DK 1 303 534

Total EU-27 5 5 97  287



Exports of fishery and aquaculture products (2008)
(value in th o u s a n d s  of EUR)
Tota l t rade :  in t ra -E U  and ex t ra -E U

F r e s h  a n d  c h i l l e d  p r o d u c t s

DK I  1 097 405
S E  876 216
NL I  705 532
FR 598 410
UK I  560 763
ES I  474  940
EL I  362 289
DE I  312 173________________

O t h e r  M e m b e r S t a t e s  851 335

T o ta l  E U -27  5 8 3 9  0 6 4

S m o k e d ,  s a l t e d  a n d  d r i e d  p r o d u c t s

DK « 343 839
PL 303 970
S E  224 973
NL 168 806
DE 113 358
ES 83 754
PT 73 907
FR 69 282

O t h e r  M e m b e r S t a t e s  163 785

T o ta l  E U -27  1 5 4 5  6 73

Source: Eurostat.

F r o z e n  p r o d u c t s

ES I  i 241 351
NL I  1 057 648
DK I  833 700
DE I  738 276
UK I  508 064
BE » 480 658
FR 448 129
PL I  238_997____________

O t h e r  M e m b e r  S t a t e s  775 838

T o ta l  E U -27  6 3 2 2  660

P r e p a r a t i o n s  a n d  c o n s e r v e s

ES I  I 537 369
DK 512 550
NL I  406 401
DE 402 314
PL 226 446
FR 221 467
BE ^ ^ ^ ^ B  164 383

IT ^ ^ ^ ^ B  152 982______________________________
O t h e r  M e m b e r  S t a t e s  704 873

T o ta l  E U -27  3 3 2 8  785
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Im ports of fishery and aquaculture products (2008)
(value in th o u s a n d s  of EUR)
Tota l t rade :  in t ra -E U  and ex t ra -E U

P e l a g i c  f i sh

IT I  854 397
ES )  785 557
FR t  639 734
UK I  549 693
DE I  ' 534 252
NL I  300 045
PL I  197 084
DK I  132 695

O t h e r  M e m b e r S t a t e s  ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ■ 8 8 8  827

T o ta l  E U -27  4  8 8 2  282

O t h e r  f i sh

ES I  1 7 1 1 8 1 0
FR » 1 413 534
UK j  1 353 293
DE I  1 303 569

IT I  1 230 218
NL I  1 021 112
PT I  823 797
DK * 709 969

O t h e r  M e m b e r S t a t e s  2 110 135

T o ta l  EU -2 7  11 6 9 7  4 3 6

Source: Eurostat.
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S a l m o n i d s

7 5 5 4 1 7
597 403 
595 704

290  509
274 197

94 144
89 804

O t h e r  M e m b e r S t a t e s

Tota  EU -2 7

734 892

4  6 7 9  5 1 4

C r u s t a c e a n s  a n d  m o l l u s c s

340 295
292 483

747 020 
538 333 

503 437 
488 717 

438 205
890 462O t h e r  M e m b e r S t a t e s

T o ta  EU -2 7 8 3 9 2  8 9 0

1 047 445

2 153 939



Exports of fishery and aquaculture products (2008)
(value in th o u s a n d s  of EUR)
Tota l t rade :  in t ra -E U  and ex t ra -E U

P e l a g i c  f i s h

ES I  950 683
NL I  385 516
FR I  337 398
DK I  253 223
DE I  ~  268 289

IT 206 396
UK 182 892
PT f  167 755_________________

O t h e r  M e m b e r S t a t e s  666 851

T o ta l  E U -27  3 3 9 7  00 0

O t h e r  f i s h

NL I  1 182 536
DK 1 135 776
DE 871 660
ES ^ ^ ^ ^ B  720 673
FR ^ B  ^ ^ ^ B  501 637 
S E  352 605
UK 335 210
EL I  ~  336_898___________________________

O t h e r  M e m b e r S t a t e s  1 202 515

T o ta l  E U -27  6 6 3 6  6 90

Source: Eurostat.

S a l m o n i d s

O t h e r  M e m b e r  S t a t e s

799 662 
732 066

388 319 
281 617 

258 236
122 590 

' 72 268 
68 176

225 958

T o ta l  E U -27  2 9 4 8  468

C r u s t a c e a n s  a n d  m o l l u s c s

NL I  702 160
DK I  666 452
ES 629 895
UK I  459 450
BE 449 265
FR 375 863
DE 188 155

IT ^ ^ ^ ^ B  165 481_________
O t h e r  M e m b e r  S t a t e s  419 301

T o ta l  E U -27  4  0 5 6  023
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Consumption of fis

Fishery and aquaculture products play a signifi­
cant role in human diet, both in Europe and 
worldwide, as a source of protein-rich healthy 
food.

Worldwide, the consumption of these prod­
ucts represents 16.4 kg/person/year or 15.6 % 
of animal protein intake.

W ithin  the European Union, the average 
consumption of fish is 22.3 kg/person/year. 
Consumption varies from 4.2 kg/person/year 
in Bulgaria to 5 5.6 kg/person/year in Portugal.
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Consumption of fishery and 
aquaculture products (2005)
(quantity in live weigh t (kg/inhabitant/year)) 
Supply balance per M em ber State

FR I  
FI I  

MT I  
SE I  
LU I

Source: FAO.



Consumption of fishery and aquaculture products (2005)
[quantity in live weigh t (kg/inhabitant/year))
Supply balance per candidate country

Consumption of fishery and aquaculture products (2005)
(quantity in live w e igh t (kg/inhabitant/year))
Supply balance per EFTA country and per m a jo r world  economy

I ce lan d  
J a p a n  

N o r w a y  
C hin a  

A u s t r a l i a  
U nited  S t a t e s  

C a n a d a  
R u s s i a  

’ S w i t z e r l a n d  
B raz i l  

India
World average

18.6
■  15.2

6.0
4.7

B 16.4

61.2
52.3

25.8
25.1

24.1
24.1

* Including Liech tens te in  
So urce:  FAQ

90.9
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Consumption of fishery and aquaculture products (2005)
(quantity in live weight (tonnes)) 
Supply balance

E U -2 7  11014  228 10 %

R e s t  of t h e  w o r l d  95 703 572 90%

Source: FAO.

The main species consumed in the European Union

DE A la s k a  p o l lo ck H e r r in g S a l m o n

DK S a l m o n P la ice Cod

ES H ak e C e p h a l o p o d s S a r d in e /A n c h o v y

FR Tuna M u s s e l s S a l m o n

UK S a l m o n T una Cod

IT S e a  b a s s / S e a  b r e a m T una S a r d in e /A n c h o v y

LT H e r r in g S a l m o n H ak e

NL S a l m o n H e r r in g P a n g a

PT Cod T una H ak e

PL A la s k a  p o l lo ck H e r r in g P a n g a

Source: From  the report 'Study on the supply and m arketing of fishery and aquaculture  
products in the European Union' -  Executive sum m ary, by Ernst & Young fo r the  
European Com m ission, D irecto rate -G enera l fo r M aritim e  A ffairs and Fisheries, 2009.

The consumption of fishery and aquaculture 
products varies from one Member State to the 
next w ithin the European Union. The table 
opposite shows the main species consumed (in 
live weight) for a selection of Member States.
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12 Community aid

Structural policy in the fisheries sector contributes to the objectives of the CFP whilst strengthening economic and social cohesion. 
The European Fisheries Fund (EFF), in operation since 1 January 2007, is the financial instrument of this policy. W ith a budget of 
around EUR 4.305 billion for 2007-2013, including 75 % for regions whose development is lagging behind, the EFF helps to finance 
projects presented by companies, public authorities or representative bodies. The EFF s strategic objectives and priority axes are 
defined by the Council.

Axis 1 Adaptation of the  C om m unity  fishing fleet to the  available re so u rc e s
laid fo r p e r m a n e n t  o r  t e m p o r a r y  c e s s a t io n ,  fo r  s m a l l - s c a l e  c o a s t a l  fishing,  fo r  i n v e s t m e n t s  on board  fishing  boa t s ,  etc.]

Axis 2 Aquacultu re ,  inland fishing, p rocess ing  and m arke ting  of fishery and a q u ac u l tu re  p roduc ts
( m e a s u r e s  fo r  p roduct ive  i n v e s t m e n t s  in a g u a c u l tu r e ,  a g u a - e n v i r o n m e n ta l  m e a s u r e s ,  pu bli c  he a l th  m e a s u r e s ,  etc.]

Axis 3 M e a su re s  of c o m m o n  in teres t
(p ro te c tion  a n d  d e v e lo p m e n t  of a g u a t ic  f a u n a  and  flora, p ro m o t io n a l  c a m p a ig n s ,  t r a n s f o r m a t io n  of fish ing 
v e s s e l s  f o r a  dif fe rent use ,  etc.]

A x isk Su s ta in ab le  deve lo p m en t  of fishing a r e a s
(local p ro je c ts  fo r  s u s t a in a b le  d e v e lo p m e n t ,  d ivers if icat ion of e c o n o m ic  activities, etc.]

Axis 5 Technical a s s i s ta n ce  in tended  to facilitate the  im p lem en ta t ion  of aid from the  EFF
( financing th e  w o r k  of publi c s e r v i c e s  w h ich  m a n a g e  th e  funds , etc.]
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Com m unity aid to the 
fisheries sector -  Distribution  

per M em ber State fo r the 2007-2013  
program m ing period -  Per axis

(in thousands of EUR)
40 3 65

8 145

5 2 65

34 766

77 272

4 4 2  9 0 7

59 621

6 2 5 0

13 6 6 8

20 86

6 9 3

68 84

62 8 65

9 9 7 5

2 6 4

3 4 4 5

3 6 6 6

39 6 35

Total  p e r  a x i s

Total  in %

5 0 0 0 9 4 8 8 2 9 0 0 1 3 1 2 26 2 62

36  0 0 4 20 0 0 2 12 001 4 0 0 0 80  0 1 0

11 9 2 7 13 8 2 4 0 1 3 5 5 27  107

3 7  6 5 0 36  5 1 5 12 461 6 6 8 4 133  6 7 5

5 7  5 6 0 6 8  6 8 8 19 4 3 8 2 0 3 4 155  8 6 5

24  5 8 4 21 2 10 19 2 8 2 4 2 2 8 8 4  5 6 8

0 6 0 0 0 1 501 0 42  2 6 7

59  6 9 0 32  3 2 0 33  3 0 0 5 2 50 2 0 7  8 3 2

3 2 2  0 4 8 2 9 8  7 5 6 49  21 2 18 9 6 7 1 131 891

63  0 2 9 85  0 4 9 5 70 0 2 6 5 3 2 1 6  0 5 3

106  0 8 6 106  0 8 6 16 9 7 4 33  9 4 7 4 2 4  3 4 3

3 2 5 0 12 9 2 4 1 0 0 0 3 5 0 19 7 2 4

22 431 9 2 4 9 6 6 9 4 2 6 7 2 5 4  7 1 3

46  129 24  153 28  91 1 4  961 125  0 1 6

24  164 8 9 4 4 0 1 74 3 3 4  851

1 7 60 4 0 9 5 0 3 4 2 8 3 7 2

7 3 7 9 16 9 0 3 4 9 8 7 2 3 9 5 4 8  5 7 8

5 164 50 0 45 5 2 59

146  8 1 9 146  8 1 9 2 3 4  9 1 0 36  7 0 5 7 3 4  0 9 3

74  187 83  4 0 8 17 4 0 3 8 6 2 2 2 4 6  4 8 5

105  0 0 0 30  0 0 0 75 0 0 0 10 73 9 2 3 0  7 1 4

7 141 7 5 7 4 2 164 2 5 9 7 21 6 4 0

10 4 6 8 2 5 3 6 0 6 8 4 13 6 8 9

16 9 9 0 14 7 8 4 3 6 0 6 6 2 4 39  4 4 9

10 9 3 3 19 133 8 20 0 2 7 33 5 4  6 6 5

33  5 9 0 49  621 11 5 9 8 3 3 8 4 13 7  8 2 8

I I

% p e r 
country

0 . 6 1 %

1.8 6 %

0 . 6 3 %

3 . 1 1 %

3 . 6 2 %

1 . 9 6 %

0 . 9 8 %

4 . 8 3 %

2 6 . 2 9 %

5 . 0 2 %

9 . 8 6 %

0 . 4 6 %

1 . 2 7 %

2 . 9 0 %

0 . 8 1 %

0 . 1 9 %

1 . 1 3 %

0 . 1 2 %

1 7 . 0 5 %

5 . 7 3 %

5 . 3 6 %

0 . 5 0 %

0 . 3 2 %

0 . 9 2 %

1 . 2 7 %

3 . 2 0 %

1 0 0 .0 0 %

A/S; Not relevant fo r LU.
Source: O perational program m es adopted by the European Com m ission. Latest update: 15.2.2010.
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To find out more

E u r o p e a n  C o m m i s s i o n ,  T h e  C o m m o n  F is h e r ie s  P o l i c y - A  U s e r 's  G u id e ,
L u x e m b o u r g ,  Off ice fo r  Official P u b l i c a t i o n s  of t h e  E u r o p e a n  C o m m u n i t i e s ,  2 0 0 9  
( ISBN  9 7 8 - 9 2 - 7 9 - 0 9 8 7 4 - 1 1

0  h t t p : / / e c . e u r o p a . e u / f i s h e r i e s / c f p / p c p 0 8 _ e n . p d f  a n d
0  h t t p : / / e c . e u r o p a . e u / f i s h e r i e s / d o c u m e n t a t i o n / p u b l i c a t i o n s / p c p 2 0 0 8 _ f a c t s h e e t s _ e n . p d f

E u r o p e a n  C o m m i s s i o n ,  F is h e r ie s  a n d  a q u a c u l tu r e  in E u r o p e  
( p e r i o d i c a l  p u b l i s h e d  five t i m e s  a  y e a r !

0  h t t p : / / e c . e u r o p a . e u / f i s h e r i e s / d o c u m e n t a t i o n / m a g a z i n e _ e n . h t m

E u r o p e a n  C o m m i s s i o n ,  R e p o r t  o n  th e  e v a lu a tio n  o f  d a ta  c o l le c t io n  r e la t e d  to  th e  f ish  p r o c e s s in g  s e c to r ,  
L u x e m b o u r g ,  Off ice fo r  Official P u b l i c a t i o n s  of t h e  E u r o p e a n  C o m m u n i t i e s ,  2 0 0 9

E u r o p e a n  C o m m i s s i o n ,  S tu d y  o n  th e  s u p p ly  a n d  m a r k e t i n g  o f  f i s h e r y  a n d  a q u a c u l tu r e  
p r o d u c ts  in th e  E u r o p e a n  U n io n  -  E x e c u tiv e  S u m m a r y ,  20 0 9

0  h t t p : / / e c . e u r o p a . e u / f i s h e r i e s / d o c u m e n t a t i o n / s t u d i e s / s t u d y _ m a r k e t / i n d e x _ e n . h t m

E u r o p e a n  C o m m i s s i o n ,  T h e  2 0 0 9  A n n u a l  E c o n o m ic  R e p o r t  o n  th e  E u r o p e a n  F is h in g  F lee t,
L u x e m b o u r g ,  Off ice fo r  Official P u b l i c a t i o n s  of t h e  E u r o p e a n  C o m m u n i t i e s ,  2 0 0 9  
( ISBN  9 7 8 - 9 2 - 7 9 1 4 0 9 - 5  -  R e p o r t  EU R 2 4 0 6 9  EN)

0  h t t p : / / b o o k s h o p . e u r o p a . e u / u r l ? t a r g e t = E U B :N O T I C E :L B N A 2 4 0 6 9 :E N :H T M L

European Commission websites

D i r e c t o r a t e - G e n e r a l  f o r  M a r i t i m e  A f fa i r s  a n d  F i s h e r i e s :
0  C o m m o n  F i s h e r i e s  Policy: h t t p : / / e c . e u r o p a . e u / f l s h e r l e s  
0  E u r o p e a n  A t l a s  of t h e  S e a s :  h t t p : / / e c . e u r o p a . e u / m a r l t l m e a t l a s

E u r o s t a t= >  s t a t i s t i c s  o n  f i s h e r i e s :
0  h t t p : / / e p p . e u r o s t a t . e c . e u r o p a . e u / p o r t a l / p a g e / p o r t a l / f l s h e r l e s / l n t r o d u c t l o n
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http://ec.europa.eu/fisheries/cfp/pcp08_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/fisheries/documentation/publications/pcp2008_factsheets_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/fisheries/documentation/magazine_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/fisheries/documentation/studies/study_market/index_en.htm
http://bookshop.europa.eu/url?target=EUB:NOTICE:LBNA24069:EN:HTML
http://ec.europa.eu/flsherles
http://ec.europa.eu/marltlmeatlas
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/portal/page/portal/flsherles/lntroductlon
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