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1. INTRODUCTION

1.1. The assignment

This report is part of the set of reports describing the results of the long-term measurements
conducted in Deurganckdok aiming at the monitoring and analysis of silt accretion. This
measurement campaign is an extension of the study “Extension of the study about density currents
in the Beneden Zeeschelde” as part of the Long Term Vision for the Scheldt estuary. It is
complementary to the study ‘Field measurements high-concentration benthic suspensions (HCBS
2).

The terms of reference for this study were prepared by the ‘Departement Mobiliteit en Openbare
Werken van de Vlaamse Overheid, Afdeling Waterbouwkundig Laboratorium’ (16EB/05/04). The
repetition of this study was awarded to International Marine and Dredging Consultants NV in
association with WL|Delft Hydraulics and Gems International on 10/01/2006. The project term was
prolonged with an extra year from April 2007 till March 2008.

Waterbouwkundig Laboratorium— Cel Hydrometrie Schelde provided data on discharge, tide,
salinity and turbidity along the river Scheldt and provided survey vessels for the long term and
through tide measurements. Afdeling Maritieme Toegang provided maintenance dredging data.
Agentschap voor Maritieme Dienstverlening en Kust — Afdeling Kust and Port of Antwerp provided
depth sounding measurements.

The execution of the study involves a twofold assignment:

e Part 1: Setting up a sediment balance of Deurganckdok covering a period of one year, i.e.
04/2007 — 03/2008

o Part 2: An analysis of the parameters contributing to siltation in Deurganckdok

1.2. Purpose of the study

The Lower Sea Scheldt (Beneden Zeeschelde) is the stretch of the Scheldt estuary between the
Belgium-Dutch border and Rupelmonde, where the entrance channels to the Antwerp sea locks
are located. The navigation channel has a sandy bed, whereas the shallower areas (intertidal
areas, mud flats, salt marshes) consist of sandy clay or even pure mud sometimes. This part of the
Scheldt is characterized by large horizontal salinity gradients and the presence of a turbidity
maximum with depth-averaged concentrations ranging from 50 to 500 mg/l at grain sizes of 60 -
100 um. The salinity gradients generate significant density currents between the river and the
entrance channels to the locks, causing large siltation rates. It is to be expected that in the near
future also the Deurganckdok will suffer from such large siltation rates, which may double the
amount of dredging material to be dumped in the Lower Sea Scheldt.

Results from the study may be interpreted by comparison with results from the HCBS and HCBS2
studies covering the whole Lower Sea Scheldt. These studies included through-tide measurement
campaigns in the vicinity of Deurganckdok and long term measurements of turbidity and salinity in
and near Deurganckdok.

The first part of the study focuses on obtaining a sediment balance of Deurganckdok. Aside from
natural sedimentation, the sediment balance is influenced by the maintenance and capital dredging
works. This involves sediment influx from capital dredging works in the Deurganckdok, and internal
relocation and removal of sediment by maintenance dredging works. To compute a sediment
balance an inventory of bathymetric data (depth soundings), density measurements of the
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1.4. Structure of this report

This report is the factual data report for two measurement actions during the period between July
and September 2007:

e Monitoring salinity and sediment concentration in the Lower Sea Scheldt taken from on
permanent data acquisition sites at Oosterweel, Prosperpolder and up- (buoy 97) and
downstream (buoy 84) of the Deurganckdok.

e Monitoring dredging and dumping activities in the Lower Sea Scheldt.
Beside these actions, navigation and meteorological conditions are also reported.

The first chapter comprises an introduction. The second chapter describes the project. Chapter 3
summarizes the measurement campaign, while the ambient conditions are discussed in Chapter 4.

I/RA/11283/07.098/MSA 4 versie 2.0 - 04/04/08
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2.3. Specific objectives of this report

The natural ambient conditions in the Scheldt estuary change from the mouth near Vlissingen to
the upstream boundaries near Gent and the tributaries. Furthermore navigation and dredging
activities are important human activities in the Lower Sea Scheldt.

These natural and human conditions can help to gain insight in the mechanisms causing siltation in
Deurganckdok. For this reason this report summarises the following data for the period between
July and September 2007:

e Ambient characteristics in the Lower Sea Scheldt:
) Tide
Current
Salinity
Temperature
Turbidity/Suspended sediment concentration
Salinity downstream

e Fresh water inflow from the tributaries
o Meteorological conditions
e Human activities

) Dredging/dumping
) Navigation

I/RA/11283/07.098/MSA 9 versie 2.0 - 04/04/08
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3.3.4. Results (deployment period)

An overview of the evolution of the monthly minimum, maximum and average values for velocity
magnitude, temperature and suspended sediment concentration is given in APPENDIX B. For
salinity the minimum, maximum and mean are given for both high water slack and low water slack.
The graphs are given for the whole deployment period (September 2005 — September 2007).

3.3.5. Total results (July 2007 — September 2007)

The results for the whole deployment period are also given in APPENDIX B. The minimum,
maximum and average value for velocity magnitude, temperature and suspended sediment
concentration is given for the period from July 2007 till September 2007. For salinity the minimum,
maximum and mean are calculated for both high water slack and low water slack is given.
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of possible growth is taken in to account yet. This will be done at the end of the year by the
Hydrologische Informatie Centrum of the Ministerie van Mobiliteit en Openbare Werken -
Departement Mobiliteit en Openbare Werken - Afdeling Waterbouwkundig Laboratorium.

4.3. Meteorological data

The meteorological conditions for the measurement station Deurne for the period 01/07/2007-
30/09/2007 cannot be reported. This data should have been obtained from the KMI (Royal
Meteorological Institute of Belgium) but due to problems at the institute the requested data is not
published yet.

4.4. Human Activities

4.4.1. Dredging activities

Afdeling Maritieme Toegang provided information about the dates, times, volumes and locations of
dredging activities. In APPENDIX F an overview is given of all the dredging activities from
01/07/2007 till 30/09/2007. Weekly volumes are given per location.

4.4.2. Navigation

Weekly data of navigation was delivered by Afdeling Scheepvaartbegeleiding — Schelde Rader
Keten for the period of 01/07/2007 till 31/09/2007. To order the data a splitting up of the Beneden
Zeeschelde was done in 4 areas. The first area is from de Belgian border up to locks of Zandvliet —
Berendrecht (sluizencomplex Zandvliet — Berendrecht), the second goes from this point forward up
to Deurganckdok. The third area is from Deurganckdok up to the lock of Kallo (Kallosluis) and
finally the fourth goes up to the lock of Royers (Royerssluis). A more detailed description of the
areas can be found in APPENDIX G. Also a distinction is made between the draughts. In
APPENDIX G a total number is given which refers to the total of passing ships registered by
Afdeling Scheepvaartbegeleiding - Schelde Radar Keten. In addition a difference was made
between inland navigation and seagoing ships, just as between arrival and departure. Notice that
for a certain area and certain draught, the total may deviate from the sum of inland navigation and
seagoing. This can be explained by the presence of ships like dredgers, which were only counted
in the column ‘total’. Also a difference may occur between the total number and the sum of the
arrival and departure number. This is due to vessels that have the same entry and exit point.

Finally it should be mentioned that not all inland shipping is observed by the system, which means
that the actual number of inland shipping will be higher.
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APPENDIX B.

LONG TERM MEASUREMENTS

DGD MEASUREMENT CAMPAIGN
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