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More than half a decade has passed since the December 26th 2004 tsunami hit the Indian coast 
leaving a tra il o f ecological, economic and human destruction in its wake. We reviewed the coastal 
ecological research carried out in India in the ligh t o f the tsunami. In addition, we also briefly 
reviewed the ecological research in other tsunami affected countries in Asia namely Sri Lanka, 
Indonesia, Thailand and Maldives in order to  provide a broader perspective o f ecological research 
after the tsunami. A basic search in ISI Web o f Knowledge using keywords ‘tsunam i’ and ‘ India’ 
resulted in 127 peer reviewed jou rna l articles, o f which 39 articles were pertaining to ecological 
sciences. In comparison, Sri Lanka, Indonesia, Thailand and Maldives had, respectively, eight, four, 
21 and two articles pertaining to ecology. In India, bioshields received the major share o f scientific 
interest (14 out o f 39) while only one study (each) was dedicated to corals, seagrasses, seaweeds 
and meiofauna, pointing to the paucity o f research attention dedicated to these critical ecosystems. 
We noted that very few interdiscip linary studies looked at linkages between pure/applied sciences 
and the social sciences in India. In addition, there appears to be little  correlation between the 
lim ited research tha t was done and its influence on policy in India. This review points to gap areas 
in ecological research in India and h ighlights the lessons learnt from  research in other tsunami- 
affected countries. It also provides guidance on the links between science and policy that are 
required fo r effective coastal zone management.
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