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Aim of the study
A fte r the  tsunam i o f 26 Decem ber 2004, we d iscovered th a t some v illages close to  the coast were 
less a ffected by the destructive  wave than o thers (Dahdouh-Guebas e t al., 2005; Feagin e t al., 
2010). Th is  was exp la ined by the  presence o f a ‘g re e n b e lt’ between the v illage and the  ocean which 
was w ide o r/a n d  s trong enough to  decrease the ca tastroph ic  nature o f th is  event.

Study area
The ob jective  o f ou r ongo ing  research is to  c lass ify  g reenbe lts  (forests, sand dune w ith  o r w ith o u t 
vegeta tion ) all a long the Sri Lanka coast using rem ote sensing and fie ld w o rk  in o rde r to  q u a lify  the 
vu ln e ra b ility  o f the Sri Lanka coast. The land fie ld  survey was done in the  southern  part o f Sri Lanka 
between Matara and Tam paddai.

Methodology
We selected areas where the im pacts o f tsunam i were less than th a t in o the r places. To id e n tify  
these areas we created an index based on percentage o f deaths in each Grama N iladari (i.e. v illage 
o ffice r) o r GN d iv is ion  (sm allest adm in is tra tive  u n it in Sri Lanka). In a d d ition  we used the status o f 
the  area a fte r the event. These tw o  ind ica tors  are not perfect bu t to g e th e r th e y  give us com plete 
in fo rm a tio n  abou t the im pact o f the event.

Ongoing research
The ongo ing  part o f the  research a im s not on ly  at id e n tify ing  the vu lnerab le  areas but also to  
provide recom m endations and gu ide lines on the estab lishm ents  o f g reenbe lt barriers. D iffe ren t 
g reenbe lts  can be suggested when know ing  the fea tures o f the coastal area such as topography, 
distance fro m  the ocean, presence o f sand dunes o r coastal forests.
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