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Is la n d s  a n d  C o a s ta l R e g io n s

D evelopm ent in tune w ith  the balance o f nature

Islands and coastal reg ions are areas w ith  character, o ffe r in g  m u ltip le  facets to  those 

seeking to  discover them . They are also a t a crossroads, a m ee ting  p o in t be tw een th e  sea 

and th e  land, tra d itio n a l cu ltures and expanding tourism , industria l ports and tra d itio n a l 

fish ing  practices, and so on.

W  Islands are c u t o f f  fro m  the  m ain land, some o f  w h ich  are located in  th e  fa r- flu n g  corners

o f Europe. G enerally small, th e y  o fte n  lack local resources o f  th e ir  ow n  and depend on  the  

m ain land  fo r  th e ir  supplies and m ust cope w ith  h ig h  fre ig h t costs.

One o f th e  p rio ritie s  o f  th e  reg iona l po licy fo r  w h ich  I am responsible a t the  European Commission is to  help 

these regions deve lop  th e ir  com m unications netw orks, b o th  in te rna l and externa l, as w e ll as th e ir  basic 

in fras truc tu re  in  key fie lds  such as education  and energy supply.

The S tructura l Funds also encourage islands to  adopt innova tive  technolog ies su ited to  th e ir  specific 

s itu a tio n . In te g ra tin g  them  in to  th e  in fo rm a tio n  society and p ro m o tin g  a lte rna tive  sources o f  energy are 
p rom is ing  examples o f  th is  strategy.

Com mercial and hum an activities, to o  o fte n  in  com pe tition  w ith  each o ther, co-exist in  m any coastal areas. 

M a jo r ports, fo r  exam ple, w here  heavy industry  is concentra ted, need to  m ake room  fo r  m ore tra d it io n a l 

activ ities like  fish ing. The fish ing  industry  itse lf is u ndergo ing  im mense changes as w itnessed by th e  rise o f 

aquacu lture . Finally, th e  deve lopm ent o f tou rism  in  coastal areas is b o th  an  o p p o rtu n ity  fo r  g ro w th  and a 

cha llenge in  term s o f  qu a lity  and balance.

A  large num ber o f  th e  prob lem s a ffe c ting  o u r coastal areas have ga ined a European d im ension. To th is  end 
the  Commission in  Septem ber 2000 proposed a European stra tegy fo r  th e  in teg ra ted  p lann ing  o f  coastal 

areas, based on problem s id e n tif ie d  on  th e  g round  w ith  th e  coo rd ina ted  p a rtic ip a tio n  o f  w h o  co n trib u te  to  

th e  deve lopm ent o f  like  areas. The im portance  o f  coastal reg ions in term s o f th e  na tu ra l and cu ltu ra l 

he ritage  o f  Europe was stressed in th e  European Spatial D eve lopm ent Perspective (ESDP) pub lished in  1999.

The goa l o f C om m unity  reg iona l policy is to  p ro tect th e  frag ile  na tu ra l balance o f  these areas w h ile  a t the  

same tim e  a llo w in g  those w h o  live and w o rk  the re  to  con tinue  carry ing  o u t th e ir  activ ities under th e  best 

possible cond itions. The European U nion is care fu l to  in te g ra te  env ironm en ta l concerns in to  the  

deve lopm ent pro jects th a t  i t  part-finances: ports, industries, urban projects, to u ris t centres, laboratories, etc.

M ore generally, as w e  have dem onstra ted  in  a previous brochure on m oun ta in  regions, th e  Union's reg iona l 

po licy provides a broad range o f  fu n d in g  under Objectives 1 and 2 o f  th e  S tructura l Funds fo r  islands and 

coastal areas w h ich  are recognised as be ing underdeve loped, d isadvantaged o r declin ing.

As you w il l  discover fro m  th is  brochure, actions by o rd ina ry  people  and th e ir  representatives a t local, 

n a tiona l and European level are he lp ing  islands and coastal reg ions to  achieve sustainable deve lopm ent. 

These actions, conducted in  a concerted and de te rm ined  fashion, w ill enable us to  safeguard and develop 

th e  un riva lled  cu ltu ra l, econom ic and social he ritage  o f  these areas on th e  fringes o f  Europe.

t  u ¡
M ichel Barnier

M em ber o f  th e  Commission responsible fo r  Regional Policy
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I - Strategic territories
The position  o f  islands an d  coastal regions as n a tu ra l bou n daries  b e tw e e n  Europe's seacoast and th e  

in te r io r  m a ke  th e m  s tra teg ic  te rrito r ie s  fo r  th e  E uropean U n ion . T hey com prise m a jo r com m ercial 

centres an d  are  im p o rta n t co m m un ica tio n  in terfaces . Islands account fo r  an  a rea  o f 109 4 2 3  square  

k ilo m etres  (3 .4 %  o f  th e  EU to ta l)  an d  are h om e to  14 m illio n  p eo p le  (3 .4 3 %  o f  th e  EU to ta l) .

Coastal reg ions e x te n d  o v e r 89 000  km  and  co n tain  m a n y  cities w ith  p o p u la tio n s  o ver 50 000, 

inc lu d in g  several capitals: A th en s , C o p en hagen , Lisbon and  S tockholm .

Coastal areas as centres o f attraction

As coastal areas com bine th e  beauty o f  th e ir  landscapes w ith  th e  pleasures o f  th e  seaside they are m a jo r centres o f tourism  

in  Europe. However, th e ir  econom ic ro le  extends fa r  beyond th is. Because o f th e ir  s tra teg ic  position  be tw een sea and land, 
they are heavily involved in  fo o d  p roduc tion  and trade.

The deve lopm ent o f econom ic activ ities has resulted in enhanced tou rism  fac ilities  and new  transpo rt in fras truc ture .

The social fab ric  o f  m any coastal areas has evolved in  recent years in  lig h t o f th e  restructu ring  in th e  fish ing  industry  and in 

tra d it io n a l agricu ltu re . A lth o u g h  some coastal reg ions have experienced an im p o rta n t o u tm ig ra tio n  o f  th e  local 

popu la tion , m ost are faced w ith  increasing dem ograph ic pressure and substantia l seasonal flu c tu a tio n s  in  p o p u la tio n  in 
la rge pa rt due  to  tourism .

The m a jo r w orks  on urban and o th e r deve lopm ent schemes can also th re a te n  th e  coastal env ironm ent. C ivil eng ineering 

w orks carried o u t w ith o u t su ffic ien t know ledge  o f  coastal dynamics can o fte n  accelerate erosion o f  th e  coast. Natura l 

hab ita ts  may d isappear and b iod ivers ity  decrease b o th  on  land and in  th e  sea. P o llu tion  fro m  m arine  and land  sources may 
con tam ina te  th e  soil and  d rin k in g  w a te r reserves

The coastal reg ions are th e re fo re  prone to  recurring  conflic ts. D em ographic and econom ic pressures as w e l l  as th e  c la im in g  

o f id le  land fo r  en te rta in m e n t and tou rism  purposes heavily burden reg iona l deve lopm ent p lann ing . T h e  la c k  o f  in te g r a te d  

m anagem ent o f  sea and land resources causes serious tensions be tw een various activ ities (fishing, se rv ices , a g r ic u ltu r e )  a n d  

hampers th e  sustainable m anagem ent o f  coastal areas.

Islands and dependency

The geograph ic and dem ograph ic  na tu re  o f  Europe's islands classifies th e m  as d is tinc t parts o f  th e  U nion. M ost o f  them  

unden iab ly  a ttra c t tou ris ts  b u t th e ir  inna te  s itu a tio n  (distance fro m  th e  m ain land, periphera l aspects, small-scale m arket, 

etc.) ensure th a t  th e y  rem ain  d ependen t on  th e  m ain land . Island econom ies are fra g ile  economies. Despite the 

considerable e ffo rts  m ade in  recent years, o fte n  w ith  aid fro m  th e  U nion, they con tinue  to  su ffe r fro m  a series o f  structura l 
handicaps: scarcity o f  usable land, heavy dependence on  tra n sp o rt and com m unica tion  links, lim ite d  w a te r and energy 

resources, m arine  p o llu tio n  and shortage  o f  skilled labour. The reduced scale o f th e ir  local economies, th e ir  dependence on 

a small num ber o f  key sectors, dem ograph ic pressures and unem ploym ent all make these regions pa rticu la rly  vu lnerab le  to  

in te rna l and exte rna l econom ic shocks. The problem s o f th e  islands and th e ir  pe rm anent s tructu ra l constra ints are dea lt 

w ith  by A rticles 154 and 158 o f  th e  EU Treaty as recen tly  am ended, as w e ll as in D eclaration No 30 adopted  as an annex to  
th e  Am sterdam  Treaty.
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Coastal areas are genera lly  consist o f  a s trip  o f 

land and sea w hose w id th  depends on th e  nature  

o f  th e  local env ironm en t and th e  hum an activities 

linked w ith  m arine resources. Taking in to  account 

these  tw o  fac to rs , such reg ions can ex tend  

beyond te rr ito r ia l lim its  and q u ite  fa r  in land.

T h e  o u te rm o s t  reg io n s

A m ong  Europe's islands and coastal reg ions are some areas w h ich  have a special status exp lic itly  recognised in A rtic le  

299(2) o f  th e  Am sterdam  Treaty: th e  ou te rm ost regions. These are th e  fo u r  French overseas d e p a rtm en t (Guadeloupe, 

M artin ique , French Guiana and Réunion), th e  Canary Islands o f  Spain and th e  Portuguese islands o f th e  Azores and 
M adeira. A ll these regions lie fa r  away fro m  th e  European m ainland, m aking  it  d if f ic u lt  fo r  them  to  in teg ra te  in to  th e  

Union's s ing le  m arket. They genera te  a level o f GDP much lo w e r th a n  th e  C om m unity  average (59% ), genera lly  have 

a h igh  unem p loym en t rate , and th e ir  econom ies are based on a lim ite d  num ber o f sectors. Lastly, they face very s tiff 

c o m p e titio n  fro m  ne ig h bo u rin g  countries because o f  th e ir  labour costs.

In th is  specific con text, th e  Commission proposed an overa ll s trategy o f  sustainable deve lopm ent fo r  the  m ost rem ote 

regions based on  su p p ort fo r  fish ing  and a g ricu ltu re  and fo r  d ive rs ifica tion  o f  th e  economy. Between 1989 and 1999, 

EUR 7.2 b illio n  fro m  th e  S tructura l Funds was a lloca ted  to  deve lopm ent program m es in  these rem ote  regions. In 2000- 

2006, these regions are fu lly  e lig ib le  under O bjective 1 (assistance fo r  regions lagg ing  beh ind in  deve lopm ent) and 
q u a lify  fo r  th re e  special p rogram m es under th e  In te rreg  In itia tive  (strand III B) concerned w ith  transna tiona l cooper

a tio n . Future plans are expected to  im prove  th e  coo rd ina tion  o f  th e  S tructura l Funds w ith  o th e r instrum ents such as 

sta te  a id, lend ing  and fiscal mechanisms in  o rde r to  ta ke  advantage o f th e  reg ions' po ten tia l.

Finally, th e  Commission proposed to  th e  Council o f  M in isters on  29 Novem ber 2000 th a t i t  should supp lem ent these 

measures by raising assistance levels fo r  several S tructura l Fund program m es ope ra tin g  in  th e  ou te rm ost regions and 

by revising th e  instrum ents em ployed under th e  POSEI program m es (specific o p tio n  program m es fo r  remoteness and 

island loca tion). A t  th e  European Council in  Nice on 7-9 December 2000, th e  Heads o f  State and G overnm ent to o k  note 

o f  these proposals fro m  th e  Commission proposals and asked th e  Council to  exam ine them  prom ptly.
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Fishing as a w a y  o f life

Fishing and aquacu ltu re  are th e  m ost tra d itio n a l human 

activ ities in  coastal areas. Small-scale fish ing  (bo th  offshore 

and inshore) concentrates on  species availab le in lim ited  

quan titie s  b u t w ith  a h igh  value-added com ponent. On the  

o th e r hand, industria l-scale fish ing  is becom ing 

increasingly e ffic ie n t b u t w ith  lit t le  c o m p a tib ility  w ith  the  

renew a l o f  na tu ra l resources. A quacu ltu re , fina lly , is o fte n  

seen as an a lte rna tive  to  fish ing.

The C om m unity  fle e t cu rre n tly  comprises 97 000 vessels o f 

va ry ing  sizes; however, capacity has been reduced in  recent 

years in  o rde r to  adapt to  th e  na tu ra l renew a l cycle o f fish 

stocks. Fishing and aquacu lture  are essential to  fo o d  

p roduc tion  and p rov ide  jobs fo r  people  liv in g  on  islands 

and coastal areas. The fish ing  industry  con tribu tes  0.2% to  

th e  European Union's GDP and accounts fo r  on ly  0.4%  o f 

EU jobs. Flowever, i t  is essential to  th e  survival o f  some 

coastal areas su ffe ring  fro m  a periphera l loca tion , a h igh 
ra te  o f  unem p loym ent and a lim ite d  labour m arket.

W h ile  th e  num ber o f  fisherm en is fa llin g , th e  fish ing 

industry  gives rise to  m any secondary activities: processing, 

packaging, transport, sales, sh ipbu ild ing  and p o rt facilities, 
m aintenance services, etc.

Space also is a m a jo r issue in  these areas, w ith  po ten tia l 

conflic ts be tw een fish ing , aquacu ltu re  and o th e r activities. 
Some o f  these, such as sa iling  and an g lin g  and the  

deve lopm ent o f  to u r is t insta lla tions, can co n flic t w ith  

inshore fish ing , e ith e r because th e y  cause a reduction  in 
accessible areas and m arine hab ita ts  o r  because they 

invo lve  a d e te r io ra tio n  in  th e  q u a lity  o f  th e  w a te r and the  

m arine  environm ent.

A quacu ltu re  is m ain ly  con fined  to  w a te rs  close to  shore, in 

constan t in te rac tion  w ith  o th e r coastal activ ities such as 

a g ricu ltu re  and tourism . This is a typ ica l prob lem  w hich 

can e ffec tive ly  be solved by In tegra ted  Coastal Zone 

M anagem ent (ICZM). A lth o u g h  th e  positive aspects o f 

aquacu lture  are fa m ilia r (such as th e  need fo r  q u a lity  

w a te r and supp ly tou ris ts  w ith  fish and seafood), its 

in te ractions w ith  o th e r activ ities are n o t always seen in a 

positive lig h t. I t  competes w ith  o thers fo r  space, bo th  

ashore and a t sea.
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In te g ra te d  C o as ta l Z o n e  M a n a g e m e n t

In o rd e r to  he lp  f ig h t  th e  degrada tion  o f  coastal regions, th e  Commission is p roposing  a C om m unity s tra tegy fo r  m an

agem ent p lann ing  in  these areas. The prim ary a im  is to  solve fundam en ta l prob lem s fac ing  o u r coasts: lack o f  in fo rm a 

tio n , insu ffic ien t invo lvem ent o f th e  p o p u la tio n  in projects undertaken  in  coastal areas and th e  lack o f  coo rd ina tion  
am ong th e  various parties responsible fo r  reg iona l deve lopm ent p lann ing.

A w are th a t  the re  is no simple legislative so lu tion  to  these com plex problem s, th e  Commission gives p r io r ity  to  a fle x ib le  

s tra tegy focusing on actual problem s id e n tif ie d  on  th e  g round . This is an in teg ra ted  approach, locally based and pa rtic i

patory, chosen to  guaran tee  th e  ecologica l v ia b ility  o f  th e  m anagem ent o f  Europe's coastlines as w e ll as its cohesion and 
social equity.

The Commission is in v itin g  M em ber States to  w o rk  o u t th e ir  ow n  stra tegy o f  in teg ra ted  coastal m anagem ent, to  beg in  

w ith  a s tudy o f how  these areas are used and m anaged. These na tiona l strategies shou ld  include measures to  encourage 

th e  co o rd in a tio n  o f the  rules and regu la tions app ly ing  to  these areas, to  s tim u la te  invo lvem ent o f  local actors and to  
a llo w  fo r  e ffec tive  controls.

For its part, th e  Commission pledges to :

•  b rin g  U nion policies in  line  w ith  adequate  and coo rd ina ted  m anagem ent o f  coastal regions;

•  set up  a n e tw o rk  o f  services ava ilab le  to  people  in charge o f  m anag ing  coastal areas;

•  encourage research and in fo rm a tio n  concern ing coastal areas;

•  finance  innova tive  actions fo r  th e  m anagem ent o f  coastal areas;

•  encourage in itia tive s  a t all adm in is tra tive  levels.

The ICZM stra tegy was proposed by th e  European Commission in  September 2000. I t  marks a new  phase th re e  years a fte r

th e  launch o f  a dem onstra tion  p rogram m e w h ich  gave rise to  35 p ilo t projects and, in  its fin a l stages, to  a w ide -rang ing
consu lta tion  o f a ll th e  in terested parties.

These 35 p ilo t pro jects w ere  p rinc ipa lly  selected fo r  fu n d in g  under th e  UFE-Environment and Terra programm es. The p ro 

jects w ere  located th ro u g h o u t th e  te rr ito ry  o f  th e  U nion and re flected  th e  g rea t d ive rs ity  o f  ecological, econom ic and 

social cond itions in  coastal areas. A lth o u g h  p rim a rily  th e  responsib ility  o f  local o r reg iona l au tho rities , pro jects w ith  a 

transna tiona l d im ension w ere  also covered by th e  C om m unity  In it ia tive  In terreg II C. In fac t, a num ber o f programm es 
adopted  under In te rreg  II a lready inc luded th e  p rob lem  o f  in teg ra ted  m anagem ent o f  coastal areas.

For m ore  in fo rm a tio n , please v is it the  fo llo w in g  website : h ttp ://europa .eu .in t/com m /env ironm entliczm /hom e.h tm

Ports as centres o f m ultip le activities

Industry on  th e  coast has always been linked  to  ports. As th e  te rr ito ry 's  p o in t o f  en try  and exit, ports te n d  to  concentra te  on 

activ ities connected w ith  fish ing , trade, tou rism  and transport. M ore  than  th ree  quarte rs o f  w o r ld  trad e  is shipped via the  

sea and in land waterways. Besides fre ig h t, th e  sea tran sp o rta tio n  o f  passengers also generates considerable economic, 

tou rism  and com m ercial a c tiv ity  in some p o rt cities. The c o n tr ib u tio n  o f ports to  th e  econom y o f  a reg ion is even m ore 

im p o rta n t i f  th e y  are p ro p e rly  connected to  local road, rail and a ir access po in ts  and to  th e  trans-European transport 

ne tw orks. The concentra tion  o f ships and transpo rt activ ities in  an area o fte n  presupposes th e  presence o f  sh ipbu ild ing  

yards, fab rica tion  fac ilities  and o th e r heavy industries. A lth o u g h  these industries are in decline  in  Europe, th e y  s till represent 
m a jo r sources o f  d irec t and in d irec t jobs.

A ll in  a ll, ports have seen a m arked expansion in recent years o w in g  to  changes in  m aritim e  tra n sp o rt and cargo-hand ling 

techno log ies. H andling is becom ing m ore and m ore autom ated , reducing the  num ber o f  dock w orkers  needed.

O pera ting  m aritim e  tra n sp o rt also involves concentra tions o f  energy storage, tre a tm e n t and d is tr ib u tio n  p lants. Finally, 

because o f th e  fre ig h t flo w s  th a t  th e y  generate , la rge p o rt cities a ttra c t m a jo r a g ri- fo o d s tu ff m anufacturers, m eta llu rg ie  
and petrochem ical industries to  th e ir  industria l zones.

http://europa.eu.int/comm/environmentliczm/home.htm
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W ind in the sails o f tourism

Seaside holidays, d iv ing , sea ang ling , cruises, eco-tourism : 

coastal areas exe rt an inexorab le  a ttra c tio n  on people 

lo o k in g  fo r  rest and recreation . M any island and coastal 

econom ies are s trong ly  dependen t on  incom e fro m  coastal 

tourism .

Europe has 12 o f  th e  w o rld 's  to p  40 ho liday destinations, 

w ith  coastal areas lead ing th e  way. The levels o f  tourism  

w ith in  and be tw een C om m unity  countries are 

considerable. M ost Europeans trave l w ith in  th e ir  ow n 

coun try  o r  go  to  ano th e r M em ber State fo r  holiday. 
S ixty-three percent o f  Europeans p re fe r th e  beaches a long 

th e  M ed ite rranean coast.

Islands and coastal areas are som etim es beset by conflic ts 

be tw een tou rism  and aquacu lture . The fo rm e r w an ts  the  

coast fo r  leisure activ ities w h ile  the  la tte r  needs sea w a te r 

fo r  p roducing  o r  ex trac ting  foodstu ffs . Pressure fro m  

tou rism  has risen gradually, s low ing  dow n  the  

deve lopm ent o f  fac ilities  requ ired  by th e  fish ing  industry 

and especially aquacu lture . Fishing and aquacu lture  

fac ilities  usually bear th e  b ru n t o f  it. On th e  o th e r hand,

tou rism  has co n trib u te d  im mensely to  th e  deve lopm ent o f 

local econom ies and to  jo b  creation . I t  has encouraged 

new  means o f  com m unica tion  and has reduced the  

iso la tion  o f some islands and coastal regions. It provides 

fisherm en and fish farm ers w ith  add itio na l sources o f 

income and helps th e m  to  sell th e ir  produce locally.

In te rm s o f  tu rnover, tou rism  is th e  biggest 

econom ic sector in th e  w o r ld . In th e  

European U nion, th e  industry  em ploys 

9 m illio n  people  d irec tly  and account fo r  

up to  5.5% o f  C om m unity  GDP.
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A delicate environment

Coastal areas conta in  a la rge num ber o f  ecosystems which 

are am ong th e  m ost com plex fro m  a b io log ica l p o in t o f 

v ie w  as w e ll as th e  m ost p roductive  on th e  p lane t and also 
serve as a b u ffe r  zone be tw een  land and sea. Coastal 

ecosystems are Im p o rta n t fo r  b iod iversity, clim atic 

regu la tion  and com ba tting  erosion. However, the 

ecologica l balance o f  coastal areas is pa rticu la rly  vu lnerab le  

as a resu lt o f  th e  m utua l Influences o f  th e  m arine and land 

environm ents.

The decline in unused coastal spaces, th e  rise o f  sea levels 

and coastal erosion are increasing th e  pressure on the 

rem ain ing  na tu ra l areas. A p a rt fro m  cases o f  accidental 

p o llu tio n , coastal w aters su ffe r fro m  long -te rm  

con tam ina tion  fro m  m aritim e  tra ffic , waste generated by 

urban, industria l and a g ricu ltu ra l activ ities and river 

systems w h ich  d ra in  po llu te d  w a te r fro m  th e  in te rio r in to  

th e  sea.

The rising num ber o f  pleasure c ra ft is increasing the  

p o llu tio n  o f  w a te r and th e  m arine env ironm ent. Property 

developm ents, m a jo r industria l complexes, coastal defence 

w orks and bad w aste  m anagem ent are all causing a 
sp ira lling  d e te r io ra tio n  o f  th e  coastal environm ent. 

Industrial-scale fish ing , bo th  o ffshore  and inshore, i f  no t 

s tric tly  con tro lled , Is jeopard is ing  the  rep roductive  capacity 

o f  fish in g  stocks. Even aquacu lture , w hen  It is over

intensive, can d is tu rb  th e  balance o f  the  m arine 

env ironm en t. If these activ ities fa il to  adapt to  th e ir  

env ironm ent, they are in danger o f  d isappearing in the  

long  te rm  fro m  some regions a ltogether.

Finally, th e  coast is w here  m ajor energy p roduc tion  is 

concentra ted. T idal and wave m o tio n  is used as a source o f 

power, and seawater is used to  cool conventiona l and 

nuclear pow er stations as w e ll as to  disperse waste. A ll 

these in te ractions cannot rem ain w ith o u t e ffe c t on  the  

e nv ironm enta l balance.

L
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from  th e  European Union

O b je c t iv e  1 u n d e r  t h e  Structura l Funds covers reg ions lagg ing  in  deve lopm ent, de fin ed  as those w hose pe r cap ita  GDP 

does n o t  e x c e e d  7 5 %  o f  th e  C om m unity  average o r  w h ich  have a lo w  p o p u la tio n  density. This includes th e  w h o le  o f 

P o r tu g a l,  G re e ce , S a rd in ia , Sicily and Ire land as w e ll as m ost o f  Spain, several regions in th e  w est o f  th e  U nited K ingdom , 

th e  N o r th  o f  F in la n d , North-East Germ any and th e  sou th  o f  Italy. The ou te rm ost regions (the  Azores, M adeira, th e  Canary 

Islands a n d  t h e  F re n c h  overseas departm ents) also q u a lify  fo r  O bjective 1 in  th e  2000-2006 p rog ram m ing  period .

C ors ica  a n d  th e  H ig h la n d s  & Islands are no  longer e lig ib le  fo r  O bjective  1 b u t d o  receive tran s itio n a l support, w h ile  the  

n o r t h e r n  c o a s ta l a re a s  o f  Sweden have th e ir  o w n  special seven-year p rogram m e. U nder O bjective  1, th e  e lig ib le  islands 

and c o a s ta l re g io n s  re c e iv e  assistance fro m  fo u r  Funds: th e  Financial Ins trum ent fo r  Fisheries Guidance (FIFG), the  

E u ro p e a n  R e g io n a l Developm ent Fund (ERDF), th e  European Social Fund (ESF) and th e  European A g ricu ltu ra l Guidance 

and G u a ra n te e  F u n d  (E A G G F) in th e  case o f  ru ra l deve lopm ent schemes.

O th e r  c o a s ta l a re a s  w h ic h  are b e tte r deve loped b u t are also 

fro m  t h e  S tru c tu ra l F u n d s . U nder O bjective  2, m oney is avail, 

d i f f ic u l t y ,  e s p e c ia lly  th o s e  dependen t on  fish ing .

can also co u n t on  support 

itruc tu rin g  o f  areas in

u ts id e  t h e  O b je c t iv e  1 regions, th e  FIFG operates aero: 

r t iv it ie s  l in k e d  t o  t h e  fish ing  industry. M eanw hile , th e  

m d  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  transpo rt in fras truc tu re  and  n

w h o le  te rr ito ry  o f  th e  U nion t o  provide  ta rg e te d  s u p p o r t  f o r  

io n  F u n d  is he lp in g  Spain, Greece, P ortuga l and I r e la n d  to  

■es o f  e n v ir o n m e n ta l  p r o te c t io n .

I C o m m u n ity  In i t ia t iv e  know n as Pesca was fu n de d  by th e  European U nion b e tw e e n  1 99 4  a n d  1999 to  support e c o n o m ic  

d  s o c ia l d iv e r s i f ic a t io n  in  th e  fish ing  industry. I t  has n o t been renew ed fo r  2000-2006, b u t m ost sc h e m e s  (co llaborative  

o je c ts , d iv e r s i f ic a t io n ,  tra in in g ) have been inco rpo ra ted  in to  th e  new  R egu la tion  gove rn ing  th e  FIFG.

II - Regional policy on the 
ground mm

T he  vulnerability  o f coasts and is la n d s  a n d  t h e i r  la g  in  developm ent ju s t i f y  th e  a t te n t io n  paid to  th em  by  
Com m unity policy on economic and s o c ia l c o h e s io n . T h e  Structural Funds c o n t r ib u te  t o  these regions in a 
v a r ie ty  o f w ays. f l

c
d
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Areas receiving regional assistance from  the European Union

Canarias (E)

MartiniqueGuadeloupe Réunion

Azores (P)

Madeira (P)

Regions lagging 
in  deve lopm ent

I  O b je c tive  1

P h as ing -ou t 
( t i l l  2005) 
P has ing -ou t 
( t i l l  2006)

I  Special p rog ra m m e

Regions undergo ing 
reconversion

~~| O b je c tive  2 

_  ]  O b je c tive  2 (p a rtly )

I  P has ing -ou t 
( t i l l  31/12/2005)

1 P has ing -ou t (p a rtly ) 
( t i l l  31/12/2005)

A / NUTS 2 b o u n d a rie s

Sources:
C  MEGRIN fo r  th e  a d m in is tra tiv e  b o u n d a rie s  (1997) 
R eg iona l a n d  N a tio n a l d a ta
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1. Fishing adapts to  changing times

Fishing and aquaculture may account fo r less than  1% o f th e  GDP of th e  European Union, b u t they have a 
significant im pact on em ploym ent in areas w h ere  th ere  are fe w  a lterna tive  activities. A lthough th e  num ber 
of fisherm en tends to  shrink, th e ir trade generates m any associated jobs in th e  fishing industry (processing, 
packaging, transport and m arketing) and in th e  services sector (shipyards, m anufacturing workshops, 
logistics and m anagem ent).

The fisheries sector must do its best to  achieve a sm ooth conversion and restructuring. Intensive fishing  
reduces th e  volum e o f natural resources and, consequently, potential income. Increased com petition is 
another challenge w hich must be m et. Through structural aid, the European Union is supporting th e  fishing  
industry in its restructuring process by assisting th e  m odernisation o f the fleet, encouraging aquaculture and 
aiding th e  processing industries.

"Fishtown" on the crest o f the wave
Bremerhaven owes its n icknam e o f  "F ish to w n " -  and its 

rep u ta tio n  -  m ain ly  to  th e  q u a lity  o f  its fac ilities  geared to  

th e  needs o f fish ing  on  th e  h igh  seas and deep-sea fish ing . 

This rep u ta tio n  was very nearly ta rn ished  w hen  deep-sea 

fish ing  w e n t th ro u g h  a serious crisis in th e  1980s. However, 

th e  c ity  au tho ritie s  w ere  quick o f f  th e  m ark in  launch ing  a 

restructu ring  scheme. Funds w ere in jected  in to  the  

rebu ild ing  and m odern isa tion  o f  covered m arke t halls, the 

construction o f  roads and hydrau lic  systems and the  

se tting -up  o f  new  offices fo r  q u a lity  co n tro l and m arke ting  

operations.

The m ost spectacular change has occurred in th e  o ld  p o rt 

area, w h ich  was en tire ly  renovated and reorganised w ith  

EU support. Thanks to  th e  "F ish ing p o rt showcase" project, 

nearly 800 000 people v is it th e  restored area each year to  

do  some shopping o r v iew  th e  m any a ttractions, such as 

th e  fo rm e r fish fre ig h t te rm in a l. Having been en tire ly  

dem olished and reb u ilt, th is  s ta tion  now  houses th e

A tlan ticum , an
Contact: M r Sebastian Gregorius 
FBEG, Fish Port
Operating and Development Company Ltd.
Lengstrasse I 
D-27S72 Bremerhaven 
Tel.: +49 471 973 20 
Fax: +49 471 973 22 15 
E-mail: Gregorius@fbg-bremerhaven.de 
Website: http://www.port-handbooks.com/bbst.htm l

un load ing  o f  fish ing  vessels, th e  fish auction  m arke t and 

everyday life  in the  po rt. Its jew e l is an aquarium  given 

over to  N orth  Sea and A tla n tic  fauna.

The to u ris t side o f  th e  "show case" p ro jec t is com plem ented 

by a tra in in g  centre  designed to  ease access to  th e  labour 

m arke t fo r  the  unem ployed by encouraging, fo r  example, 

specialisation in  th e  selling o f  fish. It also o ffe rs  advanced 

tra in in g  program m es to  w orkers in th e  fo o d  and catering 
industry.

O the r new  fac ilities  in th e  o ld  fish ing  po rt, w h ich  provides 

a to ta l o f  8 200 jobs, include an a u d ito r iu m  fo r  staging 
cu ltu ra l events, a conference centre  and an a d jo in ing  hote l.

educationa l centre  which 

deals w ith  such subjects 
as sea fo rm a tio n , A rctic 

fauna, fish ing  techniques 
b u t also th e  h is to ry o f 

the  fish ing  p o rt, the

The o ld  p o r t area in  
B rem erhaven  has 
been e n tire ly  
re n o v a te d . O ne o f  
its  a ttra c t io n s  is an 
a q u a riu m .

Total cost of the  "Showcase" redevelopment 
project: EUR 12.17 million

European Union contribution: EUR 3,7 million

mailto:Gregorius@fbg-bremerhaven.de
http://www.port-handbooks.com/bbst.html
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Peniche, 
a port constantly adapting to  change

Peniche, as Portugal's second m ost im p o rta n t po rt, has 

displayed a w e a lth  o f im ag ina tion  in  its b id to  keep a flo a t 

an econom y based e n tire ly  on  th e  fish ing  industry.

W h ile  em ploym ent has rem ained stable in th e  processing 

industry, th e  same cannot be said o f  th e  seagoing 

w o rk fo rce . The num ber o f  fisherm en fe ll fro m  2 300 in

1996 to  1 800 in  1999. The fle e t 

Is also steadily d im in ish ing  and 

some na tu ra l species are 

becom ing extinct. In o rde r to  

reverse th is  trend , local players, 

m un ic ipa l a u tho ritie s  and trade  

associations have focussed on 

d ivers ify ing  activ ities and 

s treng then ing  in frastructure .

Contact: Ms Rosário Graça 
D.G.P.A./E.A.T.
Edificio Vasco Da Gama 
Alcántara - Mar 
P-1399-005 Lisboa 
Tel.: +351 21 391 42  00 
Fax: +351 21 397 90 91

Total budget: EUR 513 762

European Union contribution 
(FIFG): EUR 256 881.

The in itia tives launched to  adapt Peniche to  th e  changes in 

the  fish ing  industry  have been channelled th ro u g h  tw o  

local producer organisations, O pcentro  and Fenacoopesca. 
Over 100 projects, costing a to ta l o f  EUR 5 m illio n , have 

benefited  fro m  S tructura l Fund assistance under th e  Pesca 

In itia tive . M ost are geared to w a rd s  m odern is ing th e  fle e t 

by f i t t in g  com m unications and fish -loca ting  equ ipm ent.

To make th e  p o rt m ore com petitive , th e  fisheries processing 

Industries have been m odernised and w holesa le  storage 
fac ilities  and ice p roduc tion  plants have been b u ilt .  The 

Peniche shipyard has also been im proved to  a rem arkable 

extent, the reby fa c ilita tin g  renew a l o f th e  local f le e t. Its 

am b itio n  is to  become th e  country's lead ing shipyard.

The life  o f  a vessel Is n o t con fined  to  fish ing . As p a rt o f  the  

fish ing  industry 's res truc tu ring , some boats have been 

converted in to  to u ris t crafts. Boat tr ip s  and deep-sea d iv ing 

o ffe r  a second lease o f  life  to  these vessels, g iv ing  a fresh 
Im petus to  th e  Peniche to u ris t industry.

A millennium 
of fishing warrants a museum

Form erly an island in the  Zuyder Zee, Urk in the  Dutch 

province o f  Flevoland was linked  to  th e  m ain land  in  1939 as 

a result o f extensive land rec lam ation  and in fras truc ture  

works. The to w n  n o w  accommodates th e  Netherlands' 

largest fish auction  m arke t. To avoid p u tt in g  all its eggs in 

one basket, th e  to w n  also invests in  cu ltu ra l tourism .

The o ld  w ooden  boats have been replaced by a f le e t o f 150 

u ltra -m odern  traw le rs  specialising in fish ing  fo r  h igh  value- 

added products. The thousand year o ld  p o rt d is tric t has also 

deve loped a successful processing industry  w h ich , to g e th e r 

w ith  fish ing , accounts fo r  80% o f  th e  jobs in  th e  to w n .

W h ile  keeping its sights f irm ly  fixe d  on th e  fu tu re , Urk has 

n o t tu rn e d  its back on  its past. A  museum dedicated 

en tire ly  to  the  tow n 's  h is to ry  and fish ing  tra d it io n  has been 

set up  in  th e  fo rm e r to w n  haii. The bu ild in g  was restored in 

1998 using th e  techniques o f  th e  pe riod . A n  annex was 

specially designed to  house th e  reconstruction  o f an old 

fisherm an's house, w ith  fu rn itu re  and o th e r Items fro m  th e  
region.

T hrough  th e  exh ib its  in  th e  U rk museum, visitors can go 

back in t im e  and discover the  d iffe re n t fish ing  practices 

fo rm e rly  used on th e  island. They can also sample the  

atm osphere o f past centuries by passing th ro u g h  a grocer's 

shop, th e  cabin o f a tra w le r  o r  th e  eng ine room  o f  one o f 

th e  island's firs t m otorised vessels. Tem porary exh ib itions

are also staged in its galleries every w in te r: th e  th e m e  fo r 
2000 was "U rk  th ro u g h o u t th e  20 th  ce n tu ry ". The museum, 

w h ich  constitu tes a lin k  be tw een Urk's past and present, is 

the  centrepiece o f th e  econom ic d ive rs ifica tion  strategy 

launched by th e  m un ic ipa lity  in th e  to u r is t sector.

Contact: Urk Museum 
Het oude Raadhuis 
Raadhuisstraat 2 
N l-8321 EP Urk 
Tel.: +31 527 68 32 62 
Fax: +31 527 68 98  98

Total budget: EUR 320 000

European Union contribution
(PESCA): EUR 150 000
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Aquaculture in Greece: 
Explosion fo llowed by diversification

For 20 years, p roduction  o f  sea bream  and bass has g row n  

in Greece, fro m  100 tonnes  to  a round an estimated 

56 000 tonnes fo r  2000. This impressive leap is evidence to  

the  v ita lity  o f  a sector w h ich  has enabled m any Greek fish 

farm s to  expand. However, a dap ta tion  is n o w  th e  o rde r o f 

th e  day. The p o te n tia l o f th e  m arke t has increased 
com pe tition , the re b y  p u llin g  prices dow nw ards. M oreover, 

increased d ivers ifica tion  requirem ents are inc iting  

producers to  seek new  approaches to  developm ent.

In th e  early 1980s, aquacu ltu re  in  Greece was dom ina ted  by 

small producers. In th e  fo llo w in g  tw o  decades, na tiona l and 

C om m unity  assistance coupled w ith  an In jection  o f  private  

capita l, enabled small producers to  expand th e ir  activ ities 

and m any fisherm en to  take  up a new  trade . A quacu lture  

has, th e re fo re , n o t become th e  p re roga tive  o f  th e  g iants o f 

th e  fo o d  industry, as dem onstrated by th e  pa th  fo llo w e d  by 
Kaste llorizo.

Founded in 1985 by fo rm e r fisherm en, th is aquacu lture  

com pany established itse lf by m aking  use o f  a ne tw o rk  o f 

specialist restaurants p a tie n tly  b u ilt  up  by its founders.

The com pany cu rren tly  produces 2 000 tonnes o f bass and 
sea bream . I t  has also achieved th e  vertica l in te g ra tio n  o f 

its p roduc tion  system, m anaging its p roduc tion  fro m  the  

processing to  th e  m arke ting  stage and, fo llo w in g  th e  

exam ple o f  o th e r companies in  th e  industry, is preparing  to  

be trad e d  on th e  stock m arket.

Greece has become th e  lead ing M edite rranean 

aquacu ltu ra l producer o f  bass and sea bream, em p loy ing  a 

w o rk fo rce  o f 2 500. Developm ents on th e  m arke t require 
producers to  diversify. Approaches cu rren tly  be ing pursued 

include ready meals and th e  tran s fe r o f  techno logy to  th ird  

countries, w h ich  shou ld  u ltim a te ly  create new  outle ts. 
Finally, some producers have op ted  to  rear new  species, 

w h ile  o thers are re fin in g  m ore e ffic ie n t m arke ting  

techniques.

Contact: M r Grimbas 
Director
Aquaculture Directorate 
Ministry o f Agriculture 
Acharnon 381 
GR-Athens
Tel.: +30 1 202 26  17 
Fax: +30 1 202 85 28

Total budget fo r aquaculture in Greece:
EUR 112 million

European Union contribution (1994-99):
EUR 38.36 million

Greece  is  th e  le a d in g  M e d ite rra n e a n  a q u a c u ltu ra l p ro d u c e r o f  bass a nd  sea bream .
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2. Transport focuses on m ultim odality

An effic ient transport system is essential to  th e  competitiveness o f th e  European Union and, in particular, to  
th e  g ro w th  o f outlying areas. European goods transport has increased by 70%  since 1970 and w ill continue  
to  expand on account o f th e  g ro w th  o f international trade  and th e  en largem ent o f th e  Union to  the Central 
and East European countries and th e  M ed iterranean  countries.

How ever, th e  developm ent o f transport cannot and must not be borne by road transport alone. All types o f 
transport must be in tegrated . Ports are th e  links b etw een  th e  sea and th e  m ainland. They can become 
genuine comm unication hubs interconnecting m aritim e, river, air and road transport routes. Port tow ns can 
also accommodate m ultim odal goods-handling platform s, providing th e  necessary logistics and ensuring the  
transfer o f goods from  one fo rm  o f transport to  another w ith o u t any w aste  o f tim e.

The mingling o f transport systems
Portugal is a key tran s it area fo r  th e  European economy.

Its ports, open to  the  A tla n tic  and W est A frica , have always 

fo rm ed  a link  be tw een m aritim e  and land transport. 
Serving as an in te rface  be tw een th e  sea, rivers, roads and, 

later, railways, th e  ha rb o u r to w n s  became genuine  
com m unica tion  hubs. As in m ost coun tries w ith  a 

seaboard, th e  effic iency o f Portugal's dom estic ne tw o rk , its 
in land and in te rn a tio n a l links and th e  deve lopm ent o f 

connections com bin ing  d iffe re n t modes o f  transpo rt are 

v ita l to  th e  g ro w th  o f its econom y and trade.

Portugal and w este rn  Spain are p a rtic ip a tin g  in  a vast 

scheme to  create a European transpo rt n e tw o rk  a im ed at 

p ro m o tin g  th e  deve lopm ent o f  th is  p a rt o f th e  Iberian 

peninsula. As p a rt o f  th is  scheme, th e  rail and road 

netw orks, as w e ll as m aritim e  and a ir links, are being 

re in fo rced  and im proved. In add itio n , the  

" in te ro p e ra b ility "  o f ne tw orks is be ing guaranteed 

th ro u g h  th e  crea tion  o f interfaces connecting th e  d iffe re n t 

modes o f  transport, lin k in g  in such a m anner th e  ports o f 

Sines, Setubal, Lisbon, A ve iro  and Leixos w ith  th e  country's 

bo rde r areas, a irports  and princ ipa l u rban centres. Access 

to  these tow ns by sea and road is also constantly being 

im proved. In add itio n , redeve lopm ent w o rk  has begun a t 

th e  p o rt o f  Setubal. w h ile  th e  p o rt o f  Sines has been 

equ ipped w ith  new  com m and and co n tro l systems 

p e rm ittin g  rem ote m on ito r in g  o f  p o rt operations.

Finally, to  com ple te  the  in terconnections w ith in  the  

Portuguese ne tw o rk , the  a irpo rts  o f  O p o rto  and Faro have 

been extended and th e  reg ion  o f Ota w ill be host to  the  

fu tu re  Lisbon a irpo rt, w h ich  should be com ple ted  in  2002. 

This bu ild in g  p ro jec t w ill p rov ide  4 000 jobs in th e  reg ion . 

The capacity o f th e  new  in fras truc tu re  is estim ated at 

14 m illio n  passengers in its in it ia l phase w ith  a long-te rm  
ob jective  o f 30 m illion , 

th ree  tim es th e  num ber 

o f  passengers a t 

Lisbon's existing Pórtela 

a irpo rt.

Contact: Intervençào operacional dos Transportes 
Av. Columbano Bórdalo Pinheiro 
n°5 -  3°.
P-1070 Lisboa
Tel.: +351 21 722 06 30
Fax: +351 21 722 06 39

Sines has becom e a m u lt im o d a l c o m m u n ic a tio n s  hub .

Budget fo r Portugal's trans-European transport 
network: EUR 2 billion

European Union contribution (ERDF and Cohesion
C i a n i4 \<  C l IO  1 h i l l u n r s



18 il - R eg iona l p o licy  on  th e  g ro u n d
Is lands  a n d  C o a s ta l R e g ions

Railway and canals 
fo r the port o f Chioggia

During th e  firs t phase o f  ERDF assistance (December 1996- 

December 1998), th e  Val de Rio site  acquired a second 

te rm in a l m easuring 28 000 m2, w ith  517 m o f m u ltim oda l 

quays, 2 km  o f  rail links, a w arehousing area o f 3 000 m2 

and 2 km  o f  canals o f  5 m deep. The second phase, w h ich 

was com ple ted a t the  end o f 2000, pursued th e  process, 

p rov id ing  a fu r th e r  w arehousing area o f  8 000 m2 w ith  

1.5 km o f  ra il links. W hen it  is com ple ted  in 2002, th e  new  

p o rt o f  Chioggia w ill be equ ipped w ith  th e  m ost advanced 
m u ltim oda l systems.

Ffowever, in  th e  early 1980s, C h ioggia was dec lin ing  slow ly 

b u t surely. The financ ia l resources needed to  adapt th e  Port 

o f Isola’s in fras truc tu re  to  the  requ irem ents o f  m u ltim oda l 
tran sp o rt w ere  lacking.

A t th e  end o f  th e  1980s, th e  Ita lian  M in is te r fo r  Public 

W orks op ted  to  bu ild  a new  p o rt on th e  Val de Rio site.

Trading activ ities w ere  to  be located the re , w h ile  th e  old 

p o rt w o u ld  be con fined  to  fish ing  and tourism .

A fte r  th e  firs t te rm in a l was b u ilt  in 1993, th e  new  port 

p ro jec t received financia l support fro m  th e  ERDF. Chioggia 

p u t on  a fresh spurt.

Less congestion in the air
insta lla tions in to  th e  su rround ing  countryside was a 

p rio rity .

Contact M i Oscar Nalesso
Direttore dell'Azienda Speciale per il Porto di Chioggia
Ing. Ubaldo De Bei -  dipendente dell'Azienda
Via Maestri del lavo ro  n° 50
1-30015 Chioggia
Tel.: +39 041 491 199
Fax: +39 041 490 999
E-mail: aspo@portochioggia.ve.it; aspo@cbn.it

Total cost o f phase 1 (1994-96): EUR 9 649 021 
European Union contribution (ERDF): EUR 6 848 140

Total cost o f phase 2 (1997-99): EUR 9 975 000 
European Union contribution (ERDF): EUR 2 975 000

In th e ir  plan, th e  selected architects, Ducrocq and 

Puccinelli, w o rked  on  th e  basis o f an h o u rly  passenger 

th ro u g h p u t o f 1 086 (at peak tim es) and an average annual 

th ro u g h p u t o f 1.6 m illio n . In 1999, th e  num ber o f 

passengers passed th e  1 m illio n  m ark and th e  upward 

tren d  looked set to  con tinue  in 2000. G iven th a t the 

d is tinc tive  fe a tu re  o f th e  a irp o rt o f  Ajaccio-Cam po D ell'O ro 

is th a t  over 50% o f its tra ff ic  is concentra ted on  th e  th ree  

sum m er m onths, and especially on  weekends d u rin g  th is 

period , th e  possib ility  o f  b r ie f peaks o f  sa tu ra tion  still 
cannot be ru led  out.

An am b itious extension p lan was necessary in o rde r to  

doub le  th e  capacity o f th e  passenger facilities. 

Im p lem en ta tion  began in 1994. W hen th e  last brick was 

la id  in  th e  summ er o f  1999, th e  a irp o rt o f  Ajaccio-Campo 

D e ll'O ro  had a covered area o f  16 700 m2 and an open area 

o f  2 600 m2, spread ove r fo u r  levels, inc lud ing  a low er 

g ro u n d  f lo o r  and a g ro u n d  f lo o r  area o f  8 500 m2. From an 

aesthetic p o in t o f view, in te g ra tin g  th e  a irport's

Contact: M r Georges Soldaini 
Direction des Concessions Aéroportuaires
Chambre de commerce et d 'industrie d'Ajaccio et de Corse du Sud
Aéroport d'Ajaccio Campo Dell'Oro
F-20090 Ajaccio
Tel.: +33 4  95 23 56 00
Fax: +33 4  95 23 56 01
Website: www.ajaccio.aeroport.fr

Total cost- EUR 17 million

European Union contribution (ERDF): EUR 7.9 million

Since the  days o f 

Venetian splendour, 

C h ioggia has stood o u t 

as a key Ita lian  port.

Due to  its priv ileged  

location  on  th e  Adria tic, 

i t  is on ly  a fe w  knots 

away fro m  th e  c ity  o f 

Venice. In add itio n , i t  is 

s itua ted  a t th e  m ou th  o f 

a ne tw o rk  o f  rivers and 

canals, inc lud ing  the  Po,
A  f e w  m ile s  f ro m  Ven ice , th e  p o r t o f  C h io gg ia  b e n e fits  f ro m  the  Brenta and th e  Adige, 
a s tra te g ic  lo ca tio n .

Corsica's pow er to  

a ttra c t touris ts  is 

no th ing  new, and so are 

th e  risks o f  sa tu ra tion  a t 

Ajaccio's a irpo rt.

As fa r  back as 1990, the  

guard ians o f th e  airways 

sounded an a larm  bell. 

The 800 000 annual 

passengers a t th a t tim e  

w ere  b ring in g  the 

a irp o rt up to  sa tu ra tion  
C am po D e ll'O ro  A irp o r t ,  A jacc io . p o in t, and th e  g ro w th

forecasts fo r  2005 prov ided  grounds fo r  fe a rin g  th e  w orst.

mailto:aspo@portochioggia.ve.it
mailto:aspo@cbn.it
http://www.ajaccio.aeroport.fr


Il - R eg iona l p o licy  on  th e  g ro u n d  j 19
Is la n d s  a n d  C o a s ta l R e g io n s

"Speedy Roland"
The Rassende Roland ("Speedy R o land") steam ra ilw ay has 

been ope ra tin g  on th e  island o f Rügen fo r  over a century. 

The "express" ce lebra ted its h undred th  anniversary in  1995 

and owes its n icknam e to  th e  com fo rtab le , s low  pace a t 

w h ich  i t  carries passengers and touris ts  a long. The oldest 

steam engine, in service since 1914, is also renow ned fo r  its 

d in in g  car d a tin g  fro m  1910. The Roland is a va luable 

to u ris t a ttra c tio n  fo r  th e  reg ion, a ttra c tin g  thousands o f 

enthusiasts every year.

Before th e  1960s, th e  tra in  w e n t as fa r  as th e  p o rt o f 

W itto w . The line  fro m  Putbus to  W it to w  was th e n  done 

away w ith  as th e  transpo rt o f  goods tra n sp o rt was 

transfe rred  to  roads. Today, however, th e  Roland s till runs 

fro m  Putbus to  G horen and even goes as fa r  as th e  p o rt o f 

Lauterbach. In 1998 and 1999, th e  750 m m -gauge Putbus- 

Lauterbach section o f  th e  line  was e n tire ly  renovated and 

a th ird  rail was added. This makes it  possible to  com bine 

to u ris t/cu ltu ra l interests w ith  econom ic interests.

Contact: Rügensche Kleinbahn GmbH &  Co.
Binzerstrasse 12
D-18581 Putbus
Tel.: +49 03 83 01 80 10
Fax: +49 03 83 01 80 115

Total cost: EUR 1.4 million

European Union contribution: EUR 1.05 million

The 750 mm gauge o f  th e  track  in  fa c t prevents m odern 

tra ins  fro m  runn ing  on  th e  line. The p o rt o f  Lauterbach 

was no t, the re fo re , linked  to  th e  o th e r tow ns on the  island 

by a ra ilw ay line capable o f  tran sp o rting  goods.

Today, as a resu lt o f  th e  w o rk  carried o u t, th e  jo u rn e y  from  

Lauterbach to  Berlin takes 3h10 and Rassende Roland 

continues to  am ble over th e  island. Putbus s ta tion  has also 

been renovated, w h ile  Lauterbach s ta tion  has acquired 
new  pla tform s.

Russia's Finnish springboard

ra ilw ay lines com ply w ith  th e  m ost m odern

S ituated in  th e  G u lf o f  Bothnia, in  th e  W est o f  Finland, the  

p o rt o f  Kokkola acts as a sp ringboard  fo r  goods from  

ne ighbouring  Russia. The c o m p a tib ility  o f  the  tw o  

countries ' rail ne tw orks -  the  rail gauge is iden tica l -  pa rtly  
accounts fo r  the  rap id  g ro w th  o f tra ff ic  fro m  Russia in 

recent years. In te n  years, th e  vo lum e has increased from  

2.2 to  3.2 m illio n  tonnes a year. Once they a rrive  in 

Kokkola by ra il, goods are sh ipped onw ard  by sea to  th e  

rest o f  Europe, Am erica, Japan and Australia.

Contact: Mr Torbjörn W itting 
Port o f Kokkola
Manager M arketing &  Finances
Satamakatu 53
FIN-67900 Kokkola
Tel.: +358 6 822 62 95
Fax: +358 6 822 14 38
E-mail: torbjorn.w itting@ kokkola.fi

Total cost: EUR 7.12 million

European Union contribution: EUR 2.89 million

Total investment over 10 years: EUR 45 million

th e  capacity o f  th e  p o rt has increased to  65 000 tonnes  o f 

fre ig h t. Its expansion, m oreover, is n o t expected to  stop 
the re . Plans fo r  new  w orks are a foo t.

The po rt, b u ilt  in  1825, has bene fite d  fro m  am bitious 

in fras truc tu re  investm ents over th e  past tw e lve  years.

A  new  deep-w a te r p o rt, capable o f  accom m odating larger 
cargo ships, has been b u ilt  close to  th e  o ld  port.

Subsequent investm ents be tw een 1995 and 1997 have 

he lped m a in ta in  tra d e  a t a  dynam ic level.

I  . • *  C ontra ry to  norm al practice, ancilla ry  services a t th e  p o rt

The surface area o f  th e  deep p o r t  has g radua lly  have rem ained under th e  respons ib ility  o f  th e  po rt

quadrup led  in size. The access rou te  to  th e  p o rt o f Kokko la  authoritTes. instead o f  sto rage  and specialist services being

has also been dredged. The quays, warehouses, cranes and ■ transfe rred  to  p riva te  companies. The p o rt o f  Kokkola

conseq

mailto:torbjorn.witting@kokkola.fi
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A bridge between tw o  butterfly  wings
Contact: M r Jean-Michel Planchât
Conseil Régional de la Guadeloupe
Avenue Paul Lacavé - Petit-Paris
F-97109 Basse-Terre Cedex
Tel.: +33 590 80  40  40
Fax: +33 590 81 34 19
Website: http://www.cr-guadeloupe.fr/

Total budget: EUR 76.7 million

European Union contribution (ERDF):
EUR 19.5 million

G uadeloupe, th e  largest 

island in  th e  Lesser 

An tilles, looks o u t to  the  

A tla n tic  Ocean in th e  East 

and th e  Caribbean in  the  

W est. The island, in  the  

shape o f  a b u tte r f ly  w ith  

spread w ings, comprises 

Basse-Terre and Grande- 

Terre. These tw o  w ings are 

separated by a s tr ip  o f  sea, 
th e  Rivière Salée ("S a lt R iver"), w h ich  was previously 

spanned by on ly  one b ridge, th e  Gabarre b ridge, in the

, •

Since 1998, th e  A lliance  b ridge  has fo rm e d  a second link 

be tw een th e  tw o  parts o f  th e  island. This in fras truc ture  

was indispensable in o rde r to  keep tra ff ic  f lo w in g  free ly  -  

an essential fa c to r in  th e  island's economy. The incom e o f 

th e  island's 481 632 inhab itan ts  in fa c t depends m ain ly  on 

tou rism  and ag ricu ltu re , tw o  activ ities fo r  w h ich  an 
e ffic ie n t tra n sp o rt system is a sine qua non.

G uadeloupe's road ne tw o rk  was developed m ain ly  in the  

1960s. The island has no  railway, and m aritim e  transpo rt is 

extrem ely lim ite d , except fo r  links to  th e  islands in  the  

v ic in ity . Consequently, people  and goods trave l essentially 
by road.

In o ffe r in g  a second ro u te  across th e  Rivière Salée, th e  new  

485 m etre  long A lliance  b ridge  has b ro u g h t considerable 

savings in  term s o f  b o th  t im e  and money. D uring peak 

periods, 55 000 vehicles use th is  road section every day. 

M otoris ts  w ere  previously ob liged  to  d rive  across the  

w h o le  island to  th e  Gabarre bridge , causing serious tra ffic  

jams and paralysing m uch o f  th e  ne tw o rk . The A lliance 

b ridge  also makes it  much easier to  tra n sp o rt goods 

s o rt.o f Jarry and Raizët a irp o rt and 
encourages new  activ ities in th is  ar

A crossing point to  mainland Europe

Located a t th e  southern t ip  o f Ireland 

is Rosslare, th e  nearest p o rt to  

m ain land  Europe. Over th e  past 

decade, th is  po rt, w h ich  is now  

kn o w n  as Rosslare Europort, has 

become one o f  Europe's fin e s t ro ll-on  
ro ll-o ff ca r-fe rry  ports. This 

tran s fo rm a tio n  owes much to  the 

im p lem en ta tion  o f  a balanced 

in fras truc tu re  deve lopm ent strategy, 

w h ich  was p a rtly  financed  by the

Since 1989, projects pa rt-financed by th e  CIE (na tiona l 

tra n sp o rt com pany) and th e  European Union have made it  

possible to  adapt exis ting  fac ilities  and create a p o rt o f 

in te rn a tio n a l standing. As a f irs t stage, th e  berths w ere 

dredged, new  docking areas w ere  created and a new  

50 m etre  extension was added to  th e  m ooring  area. During 

th e  second stage (1991-93), th e  quay w a ll was 

reconstructed and rea ligned, p rov id in g  m ore extensive

park ing  and pavem ent areas. M ore recently, be tw een 1996 

and 2000, w ith  th e  aid o f th e  In te rreg  p rogram m e. Berth  3 

was dredged, the  b e rth in g  e qu ipm en t fo r  ro -ro  car-ferries 

was launched in to  th e  new  century and a lo rry  park and 

brand new  passenger in fo rm a tio n  system were 
inaugurated.

Four m a jo r sh ipp ing  com panies opera te  fro m  Rosslare 
Europort: Stena Line, Irish Ferries, P&O Pandoro and 

UECC/Euroshipping. The connections to  five  strategic UK 

and French po rts  have ensured steady com m ercial g ro w th  

since th e  in fras truc tu re  was im proved. Investments by  the  

sh ipp ing  companies have added to  those made by th e  port. 

In 1998, 40%  o f  trave lle rs a rriv ing  in  Ireland (1.5 m illion  
passengers and 350 000 passenger vehicles) m ade use o f 

Rosslare.

Contacts: Business enquiries 
Mr Donal Floran,
35 Lower Abbey Street. 
IRL-Dublin 1, Ireland 
Tel.: +353 1 703 40 32 
Fax: +353 1 836 44 70 
E-mail: donie.horan@irishrail.ie

Total cost: EUR 40 million

European Union contribution 
(Interreg): EUR 18 million

European Union.

http://www.cr-guadeloupe.fr/
mailto:donie.horan@irishrail.ie
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Lanzarote doubles its a irport capacity
Lanzarote is a small island (813 km '), b u t i t  has many 

p ro tected  areas (350 km 2). A ny  measures taken  in tourism  -  

a key deve lopm ent sector -  m ust inco rpo ra te  respect fo r  

th e  env ironm ent, th e  island's princ ipa l asset.

An ou ts tand ing  exam ple o f th is  a tte m p t a t sustainable 

deve lopm ent is the  a irpo rt, w h ich  is one o f  th e  te n  largest 

in Spain and has been g ro w in g  steadily since 1992. 

Practically every tw o  years, th e  a irp o rt facilities, w h ich 

catered fo r  4.6 m illio n  trave lle rs in 1999, have undergone 

extension w o rk . The increased pressure on the  

e nv ironm en t is o ffse t by e qu iva len t counterm easures to  

p ro te c t the  su rround ing  area.

The m odern isation o f  th e  a irp o rt has doub led  its capacity.

I t  can n o w  cope w ith  6 m illio n  passengers. The a lte ra tions 

include th e  extension o f  th e  runway, w h ich  can 

accom m odate 22 parked a ircra ft, and th e  new  passenger 

te rm ina l, w hose useful surface area has tr ip le d  in  size and 

w hose capacity has risen to  4 400 passengers an hour.

The a irpo rt, w h ich  is s ituated 

5 k ilom etres south-w est o f 

A rrec ife , th e  cap ita l o f  th e  island, 
registered an 11%  increase in 

passenger num bers in 1998.

A ir  tra ff ic  fo llo w e d  a s im ilar trend, 

w ith  nearly 45 000 flig h ts  in  1999.

Contact: Mr José Luis Solano Torrejón 
Head o f the European Funds Coordination 
Department
Aeropuertos Españoles y Navegación Aérea 
(AENA)
Edificio La Piovera. C / Peonias, 2 
E-28042 Madrid 
Tel.: +34 91 321 26 52 
Fax: +34 91 321 10 76 
E-mail: sscc.jlsolano@aena.es 
Website: www.aena.es

Budget for extending the  runway:
EUR 2.828 million

European Union contribution (ERDF):
EUR 1.838 million

"This is a com ple te ly  new  bu ild in g , w h ich has been f it te d  

o u t w ith  th e  m ost m odern  equ ipm ent, such as a substation 

fo r a ir-cond ition ing . M oreover, its design b lends in  w ith  

the  na tu ra l e n v iro n m e n t", explains José Luis Solano, Head 

o f th e  European Funds C oord ina tion  D epartm ent a t AENA 

(Spanish A irp o rts  and Civil A v ia tion  A u th o rity ).

Lan za ro te  is o n e  o f  Spa in 's te n  la rg e s t a irp o rts .

A port at la Pointe
The p o rt o f Fort-de-France, in M artin ique , handles a lm ost 

96%  o f  the  island's external trade . In 1999, no  less than 
2.8 m illio n  tonnes o f  goods passed th ro u g h  th e  po rt, w h ile  

con ta ine r tra ff ic  registered a substantia l increase. In th a t 

same year, 340 calls (700,000 passengers) w ere  m ade by 

cruise ships p u t a t th e  p o rt. Passenger transpo rt betw een 

th e  islands in th e  A n tilles  arc has also g ro w n  over to  over 

250 000 in th e  past 10 years.

This g ro w th , however, is ham pered by p o rt tra ffic  

congestion resu lting  fro m  th e  sa tu ra tion  o f th e  service

Contact: Mr Stéphane Villecroze 
Chef du service port e t aéroport 
Direction départementale de l'équipement 
F-97626 Fort-de-France 
Tel.: +33 596 72 83 84 
Fax: +33 596 72 83 90
E-mail: stephane.villecroze@equipement.gouv.fr

Total budget: EUR 113 million

European Union contribution: EUR 43 million

area and the  lack o f  space a llocated to  cruise ships.

To ensure th a t  Fort-de-France rem ains France's th ird  most 

im p o rta n t con ta ine r p o rt and its lead ing p o rt o f  call fo r  

cruise ships in  te rm s o f  passenger numbers, th e  p o rt 

au tho ritie s  have decided to  equ ip  i t  w ith  an e ffic ie n t 

in fras truc tu re  fo r  hand ling  containers, m ake new  m ooring  

areas ava ilab le  fo r  liners and reorganise genera l tra ffic .

By ex tend ing  th e  Pointe des Grives, 16 hectares w ill be 

reclaim ed fro m  th e  sea fo r  constructing  new  quays.

The m ain quay w ill be 460 metres long. I t  w ill, the re fo re , 

be able to  accom m odate tw o  con ta ine r ships a t any one 

t im e  and w ill be backed up  by a secondary quay measuring 

150 metres. W ork began in O ctober 2000. The con ta iner 

te rm in a l a t th e  Pointe des Grives should come in to  service 

a t th e  end o f  2001. This b u ild in g  site, th e  largest curren tly  

under w ay a t a French po rt, provides 150 perm anent jobs.

mailto:sscc.jlsolano@aena.es
http://www.aena.es
mailto:stephane.villecroze@equipement.gouv.fr
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3. Local developm ent, contemplating the future

Local deve lopm ent rests on local people getting  to gether to  envision th e  fu tu re  o f th e ir area. The inhabitants  
o f a to w n  or village strive to  im prove local living conditions, m ainly by targe tin g  economic developm ent and 
em ploym ent. Projects resulting from  local in itiatives are m ore in keeping w ith  th e  characteristics o f the  
locality and are, therefore, particularly useful in island and coastal areas.

The European Union shares this approach. O perating on a hum an scale a t local level and in partnership w ith  
local actors, th e  Structural Funds assist projects aim ed a t restoring declining districts, developing local 
tourism , m odernising infrastructure and explo iting  th e  potentia l o f th e  area's cultural heritage.

The Lagan riverbanks 
regeneration programme

Belfast is a t a w atershed. Bruised and ba tte red  by th ir ty  

years o f  civ il d isturbance and indus tria l decline, to d ay  the  

c ity is g e ttin g  back on  its fe e t, reap ing  th e  d iv idends o f  the 

peace process and th e  ra ft  o f  urban regeneration  schemes 

w hich are m aking  g rea t strides in resto ring  th e  social and 
econom ic fabric.

The city takes its nam e fro m  th e  Gaelic "Beal Feirste", 

m eaning "r iv e r d e lta ". The w aste land areas on  th e  banks 

o f  th is  river, th e  Lagan, are cu rren tly  be ing redeveloped as 

pa rt o f  an am bitious regeneration  p rogram m e coord ina ted  
by th e  Laganside C orpora tion , a local pub lic  body.

W ork in g  closely w ith  local com m unities, th e  Laganside 

C orpora tion  has m ain ly  ta rg e te d  six sites, m ostly a long  the  

riverbanks, covering a to ta l surface area o f  200 hectares.

As w e ll as restoring C larendon Dock, Lanyon Place,

Abercorn Dock, Gregg Quay and the  area a round the  

cathedral, one o f th e  Laganside projects centres on 

regenerating  th e  site o f  th e  o ld  gasworks, w h ich is ideally 

located betw een th e  to w n  centre and th e  river. As the  

ow ner o f  th e  n ine-hectare site, Belfast City Council has been 
a t the  fo re fro n t o f  e ffo rts  to  preserve these historical 

m onum ents, set aside pub lic spaces and restore bu ild ings 
fo r  commercial and private use. The site has been decorated 

w ith  sculptures th a t dep ic t Belfast's industria l past.

The schemes, runn ing  fo r  th e  last te n  years, to  regenerate  

these sites and decontam ina te  th e  soil and th e  river w a te r 

have transfo rm ed th e  c ity  and the  areas a long Lagan area. 

Previously run -d o w n  waste land areas, th e  sites a long  the  

Lagan river are appea ling  and a ttractive .

Contact: Mr Kyle M . Alexander MSc MRTPI
Director o f Development
Laganside Corporation
Clarendon Building
15 Clarendon Road
UK-Belfast BT1 3BG
Tel.: +44 28 9032 8507
Fax:+44 28 9033 2141
Website: http:/Avww.laganside.com

Total cost: EUR 182 million

European Union contribution:
EUR 52 million
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Escal 'Atlantic - 
a virtual visit to  the Age of the Liners

you back to  th e  p re -w ar era o f such g rea t liners as the  

Norm andie, th e  L iberté  and th e  Great Eastern. M ak ing  th e ir 

way th ro u g h  th e  com plex on  gangways, led by guides in 

period costume, visitors pass th ro u g h  a range o f  d iffe re n t 

settings fro m  th e  eng ine  room  to  th e  b ridge, sauntering 

th ro u g h  bunkers and th e  holds, and ascending to  th e  decks 

w here  they are trea te d  to  co lo u rfu l shows. V isitors can also 

learn a b o u t th e  w o rk in g  o f  th e  helm , sextant and compass.

Opened on  23 A p ril 2000, Escal 'A tla n tic  is th e  centrepiece 

o f th e  Saint-Nazaire "V ille -p o rt"  pro ject, designed to  

educate local people  a b o u t th e  to w n ’s m aritim e  past.

The subm arine base conversion should also s tim ula te  the  

crea tion  o f extra  tou rism  fac ilities  in th e  p o rt and lead to  
th e  crea tion  o f new  jobs.

Contact: Mrs Stéphanie Labat
Délégation au Développement de la Région Nazairienne (DDRN) 
109 centre République BP 326 
F-44600 Saint-Nazaire.
Tel.: +33 2 40  00 36 99 
Fax: +33 2 40  66 50 05
W eb site: http://www.mairie-saintnazaire.fr/themes/escale.htm

Total budget: EUR 7.927 million

European Union contribution: EUR 3.963 million

A marine reserve and its castle
The island o f  Di Capo R izzuto, in  Calabria, on  th e  isolated 

Ionian coast, is the  site o f th e  f irs t m arine w ild life  reserve in 

Italy. It is hom e to  a rich na tu ra l he ritage  th a t boasts 

impressive lim estone fo rm a tio n s  and num erous southw ard- 

s lop ing  terraces. This is a p a rticu la rly  favourab le  

env ironm en t fo r  d iffe re n t b io log ica l hab ita ts  w ith  a unique 

concentra tion  o f rare and varied m arine species. Extending 

over 14 343 hectares, th e  reserve also contains a num ber o f 

archaeological remains fro m  the  Graeco-Roman era. It is 

n o t hard  to  see, then , w hy th e  area a ttracts thousands o f 

touris ts , divers and archaeologists each year.

Above th e  waves tow ers  La Castella, a s ixteenth-century 

fortress b u ilt  by th e  Aragonese to  de fend against raids 

fro m  pirates. The castle founda tions, however, da te  from  

a n tiq u ity  -  th is  was once th e  site  o f one o f  Hannibal's 

residences. B u ilt on a peninsula, th e  fo r t  is a m onum ent to  

th e  region's exceptional h is tory and th e  m yths and legends 
th a t surround it.

To deve lop  th e  m arine reserve, preserve the  Castella and 

b ring  o u t th e  m utua l strengths o f  these tw o  sites, the

Like som eth ing  o u t o f  'Tw enty Thousand Leagues under the  

Sea', an o ld  German subm arine base stands in  th e  m idd le  o f 

the  French p o rt o f  Saint-Nazaire. The ro le  o f  th is  vast 

concrete bunker is radica lly d iffe re n t ro le  fro m  its o rig ina l 
one. It has been transfo rm ed in to  a museum w here visitors 

can take  v irtua l tou rs  on  board ocean-go ing liners o f  o ld. 

Instead o f  destroying th is  sombre relic fro m  th e  Second 

W orld  War, th e  to w n  o f  Saint-Nazaire decided to  convert i t  
in to  a 3 500 m ' e xh ib itio n  haii, and in so do ing  rek ind ling  

th e  m em ories o f  th e  transa tlan tic  ocean line r fo r  w h ich  th is 

to w n  became famous.

The b ra inch ild  o f tw o  architect-scenographers, the

converted base now  
fu lf ils  a m ultiface ted  

ro le  as a fu n c tion  

venue, museum, 

th e a tre , cinema and 

fo ru m  fo r  a u d io 

visual presentations. 

V isitors e n te r the 

com plex via th e  hull 

o f  an o ld  liner, 

passing on in to  the  

bowels o f  th e  vessel. 

A  v is it to  Escal' 

A tla n tic  transports

The 3 50 0m ' e x h ib it io n  h a ii reca lls  th e  tra n s a tla n t ic  
lin e rs  o f  th e  past

The  m a rin e  rese rve  a t  Iso la  d i C apo R izzu to

Total budget: EUR 3 million

European Union contribution (ERDF):
EUR 1.5 million

reg iona l and local au tho ritie s  have organised a m ajor 

p ro ject to  restore and renovate th e  castle. Eventually i t  w ill 
house th e  m arine reserve's M anagem ent and In fo rm a tion  

Centre, to g e th e r w ith  e xh ib itio n  rooms and a library. The 

external im provem ents on th e  castle have been com pleted, 

b u t re fit t in g  w o rk  continues w ith in , slowed by th e  need to  

respect fresh archaeological 

discoveries made d u rin g  the  

re in fo rcem en t o f  the  

foundations.

Contact: M.Massimo Bagarani 
Regione Calabria
D ipartimento Bilancio e Finanze, Politiche
Comunitarie e Sviluppo Economico
Viale de Filippis
1-88100 Catanzaro
Tél: +39 0961 85 66 14
Fax: +39 0961 77 35 86
E-mail: settoreue@regione.calabria.it

http://www.mairie-saintnazaire.fr/themes/escale.htm
mailto:settoreue@regione.calabria.it
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A backbone fo r the Dodecanese

A  qu ick glance a t th e  econom ic figu res fo r  th e  islands o f 

th e  Dodecanese -  GDP, p o p u la tio n , unem ploym ent, 

p roduc tiv ity  and cap ita l investm ent -  confirm s one  o f  the  

recurring problem s o f th e  arch ipelago, nam ely th a t fo r  

decades th is  area has been lagg ing  beh ind m ainland 

Greece in  term s o f  deve lopm ent. The islands' deficiencies 
are s tructu ra l in nature, p rim a rily  a lack o f  large-scale 

in fras truc tu re  and services.

The lo w  p o p u la tio n  density on  the  islands increases 

runn ing  costs fo r  pub lic  and p riva te  services, b u t the  

scattered pa tte rn  o f  h a b ita tio n  makes i t  essential to  create 
a m in im um  level o f  services and in fras truc tu re  on  each 

island. To encourage g fo w th  in  these islands and reduce 

th e  gap w ith  m ainland Europe, a num ber o f  m a jo r projects 

have been launched loca lly  w ith  th e  help o f fu n d in g  from  

th e  ERDF -  fo r  example, th e  genera l hosp ita l in  Rhodes and 
th e  m odern isation o f  Kos a irpo rt.

The re fit t in g  w o rk  a t Kos a irp o rt was com ple ted  in  1997 in 

record tim e, enabling  th e  a irp o rt to  be reopened fo r  the  

to u ris t season. The te rm in a l was extended and some 

35 000 m2 o f new  land ing runw ay b u ilt, d o u b lin g  the

a irpo rt's  capacity. In a d d itio n , th e  ta k e -o ff runw ay was 

leng thened by 2 400 metres and th ree  new  passenger 
buses acquired.

M ore recently, in 2000, th e  genera l hospita l in Rhodes was 

opened. W ith  a surface area approaching 42 000 m 2 and 

330 beds, th is  is the  b iggest hospita l in th e  Dodecanese. 

Equipped w ith  s ta te -o f-th e -a rt techno logy, th e  hospital 

contains th ree  m a jo r departm ents (laboratories, a surgical 

u n it and wards) and a round  a dozen specialised services.

It also o ffe rs  o u tp a tie n t services and physio therapy care.

Kos airport
Contact: M r Kostas Politis 
Dodecanese regional authority 
technical service 
Tel.: +30 28  17 90  40 
Fax: +30 28  18 50 90

Rhodes general hospital 
Contact: M r Th. Skartsiarsis 
Dodecanese regional authority 
technical service 
Tel.: +30 28  17 90 40 
Fax: +30 28  18 50 90

Total budget: EUR 1.5 million Total budget: EUR 29 million

European Union contribution 
(ERDF): EUR 1.12 million

European Union contribution 
(ERDF): EUR 22.2 million

They lived on an island, 
from everything ...

Up to  a fe w  m onths ago, the  on ly  lin k  be tw een the  

Swedish islands o f  Sainte-Anne, G ryt and T just and the  
m ain land  was prov ided  by a s ing le  fe rryboa t.

The inhab itan ts  o f these islands depended on this, th e ir  

o n ly  means o f  com m unica tion  w ith  th e  m ain land, fo r 

postal services, hea lth  care, schoo ling  and em ploym ent, 

i t  W hen accidents happened, he lp was s low  in  com ing.

TRis a ffected  those liv ing  near th e  ports and even m ore so 

those liv ing  fu rth e r in land  To rem edy th is iso lation, the  

reg iona l au tho ritie s  op ted  fo r  an o rig ina l so lution.

They purchased a f le e t o f  six hovercrafts, lig h t, fast and 

eco-friend ly to  p rov ide  th e  600 island inhab itan ts  w ith  

regu la r and fle x ib le  transpo rt services. They w ere  chosen 

fo r  th e ir  a d a p ta b ility  to  local w e a th e r cond itions and 

rap ic treac tion  capab ility  in  th e  event o f  a medical 

emergency. Each one  is run by a d iffe re n t private  

company, and  to g e th e r th e y  are coo rd ina ted  by the  

coastguard. By w o rk in g  closely toge the r, these carriers 

have m axim ised th e  supply o f  tran sp o rt services to  the  

islands. The island residents are no  longer a day-long boat 

tr ip  away fro m  th e  m ain land  b u t s im ply "o n  th e  o ther 
side o f th e  w a te r" .

Contact: M r Hans Noack 
Project leader 
Box 1150
S-581 15 Linköping 
Tel.: +46 123 191 00 
Fax: +46 123 191 04 
E-mail: hans.noack@telia.com

Total budget: EUR 478 642

European Union contribution:
EUR 143 593

mailto:hans.noack@telia.com
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The need to  manage success

nd pow er

The c ity  o f  M alaga, a heady b lend o f  Arabic/Andalusian 

tra d it io n  and u n fe tte re d  to u r is t hedonism , g rew  a t a 
spectacular rate be tw een  1960 and 1980, w ith  its 

p o pu la tion  do u b lin g , and sw e lling  even m ore in the  

summer. The new  housing b u ilt  d u rin g  th is  period , a t times 

w ith  fe w  if  any contro ls, have n o t been accompanied by a 

corresponding increase in urban in fras truc tu re  and 

m unicipa l services. In sho rt order, th e  ve ry  attractiveness o f 

th is  seaside to w n  had become its m ain draw back. U rgent 
a c tion  was called for.

sa fe ty provisions and custom er service. In th e  process,

75 new  jobs w ere  created. M alaga's social services were 

g iven special a tte n tio n , th e y  w ere relocated to  a fu lly  

re furb ished o ffice  and the  num ber o f  s ta ff was increased to  

im prove  service.

In 1995, w o rk  s tarted on g iv ing  a fa c e lift to  Malaga's 

h istorica l centre, w ith  pro jects to  deve lop  parks and green 

areas, re fu rb ish  d ilap ida ted  bu ild ings and cu ltiva te  the  

tow n 's  h istorica l heritage . Houses in th e  to w n  centre  were 

restored in  th e ir  o rig in a l style -  baroque, eccentric, 

contem porary, m odern  -  and sewage and w aste -trea tm en t 

systems w ere  created, extended and m odernised, w ith  

th ree  new  green areas la id  o u t and tw o  o thers restored, 

covering a to ta l area o f  m ore th a n  1 m illio n  m2 and g iv ing 

the  c ity  a m uch-needed b rea th  o f fresh air.

To cope w ith  th e  su rg e  o f  v is ito rs , M a laga  
has g o t te n  a  m a jo r fa c e lift.

Contact: M r Pedro Marin Cols 
Ayuntam iento de Málaga 
Avenida Cervantes, 4 
E-29016 Málaga 
Tel.: +34 95 213 5942 
Fax: +34 95 213 5420 
E-mail: pmarin@ayto-malaga.es

Total budget: EUR 31 million

European Union contribution:
EUR 15.7 million

To b e tte r in fo rm  and advise fo re ig n  visitors and tourists, 

a b o u t a hundred  o ffice rs w ere  selected fo r  special tra in in g  

in fo re ig n  languages. Some 85 local shops and businesses 

w ere g iven subsidies to  im prove  th e ir  signs and increase

The diesel generators fall silent
Life has changed d ram atica lly  fo r  th e  1 500 inhab itan ts  o f 
th e  Aran Islands, o f f  G alway in Ireland. The o ld  diesel 

generators w h ich  used to  supply th e ir  pow er have been 

replaced w ith  a connection  to  th e  Irish na tio na l g rid  on  the  
m ainland.

The islanders have o fte n  been po rtrayed  as "s to ica l", "easy

g o in g "  and "close to  n a tu re ". Such a d isposition  must 

indeed have been essential fo r  e n during  th e  caprices o f the  

local p o w e r system th a t  tu rn e d  sim ple jobs such washing 

clothes o r bo ilin g  m ilk  in to  a lo ttery.

Economic progress on th e  islands has now  been freed  from  

th e  shackles o f a pow er supply su ffic ie n t on ly  fo r  domestic 

consum ption. The islanders are no  longer barred from  

using com puters, a g ricu ltu ra l equ ipm en t and industria l 

machines and th e  to u ris t sector can n o w  be developed 

thanks to  th e  Irish Rural Energy Program me, Measure I, 
part-financed by th e  ERDF.

The islands o f  Inis Mor, Inis M eain  and Inis O irr  are now  

connected to  th e  na tiona l g rid  by a 40-km underw a te r 

cable, p ro tected  against damage fro m  ships' anchors and

fish ing  gear. It was la id  by a specialis 

sa te llite  nav iga tion  techniques.

Follow ing  the  successful com p le tion  o f  th e  

s im ilar scheme fo r  th e  islands o f C la re jjg  

th e  w aters o f f  County M ayo, has la id  a 

connecting  a fu rth e r 350 people to  th e  mail 

g rid , and silenced fo reve r th e  o ld  diesel

Contact: M r Niall O ' Doherty - ESB
Lr Fitzwilliam Street
House 55 G01
IRL-Dublin 2
Tel.: +353 1 702 67 97
Fax: +353 1 676 55 04
niall.doherty@mail.esb.ie
Web site: w w w . esb.ie

Total budget: EUR 6 453 656

European Union contribution:
EUR 3 038 563

mailto:pmarin@ayto-malaga.es
mailto:niall.doherty@mail.esb.ie
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Managing floods of tourists
The faster pace on th e  island o f  Bornholm  was seen as a 

cha llenge and an o p p o rtu n ity . Ideally located a t equal 

distances fro m  Sweden, Poland, Germ any and Denmark, 
th is  na tu ra l sanctuary o f  m ajor beauty has seen the  

num ber o f  visitors explode d u rin g  th e  past decade.

The record was in 1997, w hen  m ore than  h a lf a m illion  

people came. The year 2000 should la rge ly  exceed th is 
level.

Two m ain facto rs came in to  play: th e  b ridge  across the 

s tra it be tw een  Denm ark and Sweden, and th e  rap id  fe rry  

line be tw een  Ystad in  Sweden and Roenne on Bornholm . 

Thanks to  these people can n o w  trave l fro m  Copenhagen 

to  the  island in less th a n  th ree  hours instead o f  m ore than  
six in  th e  past.

regu la ting  Danish to u ris t offices. The s ta ff speaks three 

languages and can give in fo rm a tio n  a b o u t Denm ark and 

Sweden. The active pa rtic ipa tion  o f  th e  Chamber o f 

Commerce in th e  m anagem ent o f  th e  centre  makes it  

possible to  deal w ith  commercial and econom ic queries.

W ith  th e  im provem ent o f  th e  access to  th e  island, a new  

k ind  o f  tou rism  has em erged. The accent is n o w  on short 

stays and extended weekends. This new  fle x ib ility  w ou ld  

never have been possible w ith o u t th e  construction  o f  th is 

new  professional to u ris t centre.

However, i t  was th e  to u ris t in fo rm a tio n  centre, a 

first-class in s titu tio n  created w ith  th e  su p p o rt o f  the  

Chamber o f Commerce o f Bornholm , which 

perceived th e  im portance  o f  the  g ro w in g  to u ris t 
in te rest fo r  th e  island and m ade it  possible to  

handle  th is  new  dem and. The new  reception centre 

replaced th e  o ld  facilities, w h ich  cou ld  on ly  cope 
w ith  a lim ite d  num ber o f persons.

The fo u r  perm anent employees are supported  by six 

seasonal w orkers d u rin g  th e  h igh to u ris t season in 

summer. They m eet all th e  very s tric t criteria

Contact: Bornholms Velkomstcenter
Ndr. Kystvej 3
P.O.Box 225
DK-3700 Roenne
Tel.: +45 569 595 00
Fax: +45 569 595 68
W eb site:
h ttp ://www.bornholm info.dk/index1 .htm

Total cost: EUR 820 170

European Union contribution:
EUR 328 068

Öland stands up fo r its past

The B alka beach  o n  th e  is la n d  o f  B o rnh o lm .

also house voca tiona l tra in in g  schemes ti

local economy. A nd  walkers con tinue  to  

some 140 tre e  species ove r 100 years o ld

:o s tim ula te  the

íe paths crisscrossing th e  | 

dw e llings b u ilt  be tw een 

lese  remains have been u :

num erous

W hen th e  Swedish G overnm ent proposed selling the  
Skäftekärr estate in  1996, th e  inhab itan ts  o f th e  n o rth  o f 

Ö land reacted im m ediate ly. The association "V is ion 

S kä ftekä rr" was created. It has some 600 m em bers and is 

seeking to  ensure th a t th e  sale o f  th e  estate does no t 

deprive  th e  p o p u la tio n  o f one  o f  th e  flow ers  o f  its 

historical heritage . The dream  is on  course and the 

assistance fro m  th e  European U nion w ill he lp to  fu lf i l  it.

The m ain  bu ild in g , b u ilt  in  1860 to  house a fo restry  school, 

n o w  contains a museum, an e xh ib itio n  haii, a room  fo r

lings cu rren tly  available

historica l reconstructions a round th e  park. T rad itiona l to o l 

and utensil m aking  m ethods are on  disp lay in  various 

w orkshops and th e  pub lic  (m ore th a n  40 000 have a lready 
visited th e  estate) can w a n d e r th ro u g h  th e  past in the  

fo rm  o f  " live  scenes" w ith  actors in  th e  costum e o f the  

5th century.

functions and a ca fe teria . The I

E3.

Total budget: EUR 12  million

European Union contribution: EUR 220 000

Contact: M r Sven-Göthe Lidheim
Skäftekärr ek. Förening
5-380 74 Löttorp
Tel.: +46 485 221 11
Fax: +46 485 222 50
E-mail: sven-gothe.lidheim@skafteskarr.se
Web site: w w w .skaftekarr.se

http://www.bornholminfo.dk/index1.htm
mailto:sven-gothe.lidheim@skafteskarr.se
http://www.skaftekarr.se
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Celtic Voyager 
takes the pulse o f the Irish Sea
Im proving  th e  econom ic p o te n tia l o f  th e  sea th ro u g h  

advanced underw a te r e xp lo ra tio n  -  Ire land has taken  the  

p lunge  by buying, w ith  th e  aid o f  th e  ERDF, a 

m u ltifu n c tio n a l scientific  research ship.

The vessel is equ ipped w ith  e lectron ic  instrum ents and 

laboratories, submersible and air-based, w h ich  w ill help 

Irish and in te rn a tio n a l scientists, as w e ll as private  

companies and o ffic ia l agencies, to  carry o u t research and 

tra in in g  programm es.

The scientists in charge o f th e  sustainable deve lopm ent o f 

th e  sea need de ta iled  and accurate underw a te r data.

They study, fo r  example, th e  loca tion  and size o f  shoals o f 

fish as w e ll as th e ir  rep roduc tion  rates. They also calculate 

the  catch levels w h ich  w il l  n o t th re a te n  th e  survival o f 

fishery resources.

The e xp lo ra tion  fo r  m inerals, is concentra ted on th e  q u a lity  

o f  sand, gravel, coral and o th e r sediments p rov id ing  

w o rth y  in fo rm a tio n . Such studies also invo lve  m on ito ring  

p o llu tio n  in  coastal waters, am ong th e  m arine flo ra  and 

fauna.

The Celtic Voyager has n o t been docked much since its 

launch. M a jo r program m es have a lready been carried o u t 
to  measure rad ioactiv ity  in th e  Irish Sea, s tudy th e  eggs o f 

mackerel and he rring  and observe coastal m aritim e  

currents.

Students, scientists responsible fo r  m on ito r in g  th e  m arine 

environm ent, experts in  geology... th e  Celtic Voyager, a 

v ic tim  o f  he r ow n  success, cannot cope w ith  all the  
dem and. Only t ig h t  scheduling o f  her sea tr ip s  is keeping 

her above w a te r!

Contact: M r Michael Gilhooly, Manager
Research Vessel Operations
Marine Institute
Technical Support Base
Parkmore Industrial Park West
IRL-Galway
Tel.: +353 91 77 39 00 
Fax: +353 91 77 39 08 
E-mail: mick.gillooly@marine.ie 
W eb site: http://www.marine.ie/rv/

Total cost: EUR 2.684 million

European Union contribution: EUR 2.013 million

mailto:mick.gillooly@marine.ie
http://www.marine.ie/rv/
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4. The Inform ation Society -  spurring developm ent

Exploiting th e  cultural and environm ental heritage o f th e  coastal regions is hugely im portant because o f the  
positive effect it has on incomes and jobs. Given th e ir historical, architectural and cultural riches, th e  islands 
and coastal areas have much to  gain from  cultural tourism . The local inhabitants to o  have a stake in th e  local 
heritage and fo r th is reason it must be protected and commercially developed in partnership w ith  them .

Inherited  know ledge and its transmission from  one generation to  th e  next is also crucial fo r  th e  developm ent 
of these areas. This takes on a particular dim ension in rem ote areas w here there are fe w e r educational 
facilities than  in central areas. To overcom e th is problem , th e  islands and coastal regions are pinning their 
hopes on th e  boom  in th e  in form ation  society, a cutting-edge industry w hose effects are being fe lt a t  all 
levels.

Buses in space!
How  o fte n  have you fo u nd  yourse lf stuck in  a tra ff ic  jam  

r ig h t in th e  c ity  centre? T ra ffic  congestion is fru s tra tin g  and 

adversely a ffects a ir quality, y e t w e  con tinue  to  d rive  ou r 

cars ra the r th a n  w e  take  pub lic  tran sp o rta tio n . A ll to o  

o fte n  pub lic  transpo rt is in e ffic ie n t o r  inadequate  and 

th e re  is no incentive to  leave the  car a t home.

A  p ro jec t im p lem ented  in Palermo as p a rt o f  th e  Urban 

p rogram m e is b ring in g  new  te chno logy  to  transport.

The result is an in teg ra ted  pub lic  tran sp o rt m anagem ent 

system, know n as "S a tu rn " (Satellite A pp lica tion  fo r 

T ransport in  Urban Nodes) w hich, as its name suggests, uses 

geosta tionary satellites. I t  records th e  exact position  o f 

each vehicle on th e  bus rou te  and displays its precise tim e  

o f  arriva l on  e lectron ic d isp lay un its insta lled a t each stop. 
Users know  exactly how  long  th e y  w ill have to  w a it and 

can p lan accordingly.

Contact: Mr. Ignazio Messina 
Comune d i Palermo,
Piazza della Pace 7 
1-90139 Palermo 
Tel.: +39 091 740 60 53 
Fax: +39 091 30 22 30

Total cost o f the  URBAN Palermo programme:
EUR 21 420 million

European Union contribution (ERDF, ESF):
EUR 10 038 million

Palermo is p a rtic ip a tin g  in  o th e r projects to  increase the  

energy supply. A  new  e lectric ity  genera ting  p la n t using 

na tu ra l gas is cu rre n tly  be ing  b u ilt. It w ill supply a ir 

co n d itio n ing  and e lec tric ity  to  tw o  classified bu ild ings 

w h ich  have been restored to  house local m un ic ipa l services. 

The p la n t w ill reduce th e  cost and env ironm en ta l im pact o f 

energy p roduction .

The SATURN s a te lli te  ra d io n a v ig a tio n  p ro g ra m  a llo w s  fo r  th e  in te g ra te d  
m a n a g e m e n t o f  p u b lic  tra n s p o rt in  Palerm o.
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From home to  work in a second
Just as a b ra in  d ra in  can be w orrisom e fo r  some economies, 

the  geograph ic iso la tion  o f  specialists can ham per the 

deve lopm ent o f  some regions. The Hebrides islands, o f f  the  

no rth -w est coast o f  Scotland, have th e  h ighest ra tio  o f 

graduates in the  UK. Yet th e ir  periphera l loca tion  and 

iso la tion  fro m  th e  m ain centres o f p o p u la tio n  severely lim it 

jo b  opportun ities .

The reg iona l a u tho ritie s  have decided to  p u t th is  h igh ly  

qua lifie d  w o rk fo rce  in  con tact w ith  p o te n tia l -  and 

sometimes very d is tan t -  clients. H ow  are th e y  d o in g  this? 

Through  te le w o rk in g . As th e  islands are equ ipped w ith  

sophisticated te lecom m unications in fras truc ture , th is  was 
the  logical answer.

A  register o f " te le w o rke rs " was established in  1994.

The skills o f 160 ind iv idua ls a lready liv ing  o r  w h o  w anted 

to  live on  th e  islands w ere  registered. A  com pany acting as 

th e  link  be tw een th e  employees and contractors was 

established. Once th e  register was up and runn ing , th e  firs t 
contacts w ere  n o t long  in  com ing . A t  th e  end o f 1994 a big 

Am erican pub lish ing  house placed orders fo r  th e  indexing 

and on -line  pub lish ing  o f its com m ercial and econom ic 

publications. O the r clients th e n  showed an in te rest and the

requests m u ltip lie d : docum ent abstracts and digests, o n 

line pub lish ing  o f the  pub lica tions o f  th e  Home Office's 

forensic science departm ent, th e  tran s fe r to  electronic 

media o f  O x fo rd  University texts, etc.

In less than  th ree  years th e  p ro jec t resulted in th e  creation 

o f  120 jobs and 150 m ore by 2001, tu rn in g  classic w o rk  

pa tterns on  th e ir  head. Thanks to  d ig ita l connections, the  

distance be tw een employees and th e ir  o ffice  is no longer 

calculated in k ilom etres b u t in seconds.

Contact: W ork Global 
M r Donnie Morrison 
Paire House 
Habost, South Lochs,
UK-lsle o f Lewis HS2 9QB
Tel.: +44 1851 880 225
Fax: +44 1851 880 225
E-mail: enquiries@work-global.com
Website: http://www.work-global.com /

Total budget (1998-2001): EUR 575 000

European Union contribution: EUR 373 750

Aveiro: the digital city
The p o rt o f  A ve iro  (pop. 70 000) is cruising betw een 

tra d it io n  and m odern ity . Lying 80 km  south  o f  O porto , 

over the  centuries A ve iro  has developed substantia l fishing 

and com m ercial activities. It is also hom e to  the  

headquarters o f Portugal Telecom's research departm en t 

and is em erg ing  as Portugal's f irs t d ig ita l city.

The D ig ita l City p ro jec t has also p rom o ted  m u ltim ed ia  

learn ing  in schools and has encouraged experim ents in 
distance learn ing  in the  ru ra l areas.

A  pro ject n o w  under w ay in  close co llabo ra tion  betw een 

the  local au tho rities , th e  University o f  A ve iro  and Portugal 
Telecom aim  to  prov ide  cheap, user-friend ly In te rn e t access 

to  as m any people  as possible. In recent m onths, 

in te ractive  te rm ina ls  w ere  insta lled in  m un ic ipa l build ings,

pub lic  places, social 

centres and shops. 

Ins ta lla tion  o f these 

pub lic  connections was 

n o t con fined  to  the  

c ity  centre; they were 
also insta lled in 

suburbs and nearby 

villages.

Contact: Mr Arnaldo Esparrinia
Programme Aveiro Cidade Digital
Centro Cultural e de Congressos d'Aveiro
A p tdo  1520
P-3800 Aveiro
Tel.: +351 234 371 666
Fax: +351 234 371 667
E-mail: gab-tecnico@aveiro-digital.pt

Total cost: EUR 6 million

European Union contribution (ERDF):
EUR 3.75 million

The  “ D ig ita l C ity "  p ro je c t b rin g s  th e  in fo rm a t io n  soc ie ty  
c lo se r t o  th e  in d iv id u a l.

mailto:enquiries@work-global.com
http://www.work-global.com/
mailto:gab-tecnico@aveiro-digital.pt
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A sea in a single research facility

The University o f  Cadiz w an ted  to  reg roup  a ll its courses 

re la ting  to  th e  sea in one  fac ility . The result was the  

Centro Anda luz Superior de Estudios M arinos (CASEM). 

Since 1992 th e  m odern, helix-shaped b u ild in g  a t Puerto 

Real, fiv e  k ilom etres fro m  Cadiz, hosts th re e  separate 

centres: th e  Faculty o f  Nautical Sciences, th e  School o f 

Naval Engineering and th e  Faculty o f  M arine Sciences.

CASEM has some 300 teachers and 3 000 students fro m  all 

parts o f  the  country. As D iego Sales, Dean o f th e  Faculty o f 

M arine  Sciences po in ts  ou t: "This is n o w  one o f  the  

University o f Cadiz's m ost h ig h -p ro file  departm ents, both 

academ ically and sc ien tifica lly ". It is th e  on ly  com plex o f its 

k ind  in  Spain and it  tra ins  n o t on ly  young people  w ho  

w a n t to  take  un iversity courses b u t also w orkers o r 

industry  professionals w ish ing  to  specialise o r  upgrade 

th e ir  skills.

The U n iv e rs ity  o f  Cadiz's m a rin e -re la te d

Contact: M r Diego Sales
Dean o f the  Faculty o f Marine Sciences
Polígono Rio San Pedro
E-11510 Puerto Real (Cádiz)
Tel.: +34 956 016 041 
Fax: +34 956 016 040 
E-mail: decanato.ccmar@uca.es 
Website: www.uca.es

Total cost: EUR 22.3 million

European Union contribution (ERDF):
EUR 12.7 m illion

>urses are in  a  ce n tre  w h e re  te a ch in g  and  research a c tiv it ie s  co -e x is t u n d e r th e  sam e ro o f.

mailto:decanato.ccmar@uca.es
http://www.uca.es
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Caught in the nets o f knowledge
The sea guards he r secrets jea lously fro m  those w h o  have 

n o t learned her ways. Such lore has been fa m ilia r fo r 

centuries a t Thyboron, on  th e  coast o f  Ju tland  in  n o rth 

w estern Denmark, and th e  g ro u n d w o rk  has been la id  to  

pass th is and o th e r know ledge  on  to  fu tu re  generations.

A  decisive step fo rw a rd  was taken  in  1993 w hen  the  

Thyboron  fisheries school in troduced  a course on  safety a t 

sea, a subject th a t  had never been ta u g h t be fo re  in  an 

educationa l se tting . However, Its very success among 

appren tice  fisherm en and long-stand ing  seamen lo o k in g  to  

pe rfec t th e ir  skills on ly  served to  h ig h lig h t th e  lack o f 

teach ing  fac ilities  fo r  th e  fish in g  industry. The 

in fras truc tu re  and teach ing  e qu ipm en t was n o t able to  

m eet the  dem and. So th e  local a u tho ritie s  decided to  bu ild  

a new  school w ith  ERDF assistance and to  equ ip  It w ith  the  

a p p rop ria te  equ ipm en t. Future seamen n o w  had th e  use 

o f  a tra in in g  vessel, an e lem ent th a t  was sadly lacking up 
to  then.

The school became opera tiona l in 1995. Its loca tion , close 

to  a w o rk in g  po rt, fac ilita tes  th e  crossover be tw een theory  

and practice. Before becom ing fu lly  opera tiona l, th e  new  

school chose to  cooperate  fo r  a tim e  w ith  th e  o ld  fisheries 

school to  take  advantage o f  th e  accum ulated know ledge.

Contact: M r Keld Vincent Nielsen
Fiskeriskolen
Harboarevej 12
DK-7680 Thyboron
Tel.:+45 97 83 21 81
Fax: +45 97 83 25 81
E-mail: post@fiskeriskolen.dk

Total cost: EUR 1 835 000

European Union contribution: EUR 917 500

Rotterdam, a port moored in culture
Rotterdam , the  greatest com m ercial p o rt in th e  w o rld , is 

also one o f  the  m ain po in ts o f  en try  in to  th e  European 

U nion. This c ity  o f  600 000 people  is the  Netherlands' 

fo rem ost industria l centre, p rov id in g  w o rk  fo r  some 

450 000 people. The m ain  employers are th e  po rt, the  

chemical industries and th e  transpo rt and d is tribu tio n  
sectors. The c ity  is lacking in to u ris t a ttractions, however, 

and also finds i t  hard  to  keep fam ilies fro m  m oving  to  the  
suburbs.

To create an a ttrac tive  atm osphere pleasing to  locals and 

touris ts  a like , the  m un ic ipa lity  has focused on th e  city's 

a rch itec tu ra l gems, its exceptiona l p o rt fac ilities  and its 
varied cu ltu ra l life . S ign ifican t investm ent has been

The shopping  streets have also had a m akeover. As pa rt o f 

an In tegra ted  p ro jec t they have been repaved, equ ipped 

w ith  a ttra c tive  pub lic  lig h tin g  and decorated w ith  a v iew  

to  becom ing v ib ra n t pub lic  arteries, enhancing th e  c ity ’s 

attractiveness. W ith  th e  re fu rb ishm en t o f  th e  thea tre , the  

redeve lopm ent o f th e  o ld  p o rt o f  D e lft, th e  many 

museums ^p d  th e  g ro w in g  va rie ty  o f  to u ris t services, 
cu ltu re  has become a g ro w th  industry  in Rotterdam .

The selection o f  th e  c ity  as th e  European City o f Culture In 
2002 w ills tre n g th e n  th is  trend , to  th e  b e n e fit o f  locals and 

visitors alike.

earm arked to  g ive th is  h a rd -w o rk ing  to w n  a m ore 

w e lcom ing  fee i.

A fte r  heavy re fu rb ishm ent, th e  Prinses Theatre in  the  

Delfshaven d is tric t has been re tu rned  to  its fo rm e r 

Jugenstil style. Its stage n o w  plays host to  cabarets, varie ty  

shows and plays. The th e a tre  p rogram m e also o ffers 
activ ities fo r  all ages, rang ing  frcwn sing ing  to  poetry, 

'- te llin g  to  sketches.

Contact: M r Ferry van W ilgenburg
Gebiedsmanager Strategische W ijkAanpak Delfshaven
Projectbureau W erk voor Delfshaven
NL-3002 JA Rotterdam
Tel.: +31 10 425 25 11
Fax: +31 10 276 29 64
E-mail: f.wilgenburg@obr.rotterdam.nl
Website: http://www.city.rotterdam.nl

Total budget: EUR 24 313 090

European Union contribution: EUR 7 048 000

mailto:post@fiskeriskolen.dk
mailto:f.wilgenburg@obr.rotterdam.nl
http://www.city.rotterdam.nl
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On-line fish auctions
The industria l and fish ing  p o rt o f  Zeebrugge lies on th e  

Belgian coast, be tw een B lankenberge and Knokke. An 

e lectron ic auction  system was recently  launched, b ring ing  
new  te chno logy  to  th e  selling o f  fish  and lobsters.

The fo rm e r auction  bu ild ings n o w  host Seafront, an 

e n te rta in m e n t and learn ing  centre  w ith  th e  sea as its 

cen tra l them e, w here  im ag ina tion  and experim enta tion  
combine.

A t  th e  heart o f  th e  European Fisheries Centre, the  

Zeebrugge fish m arke t has abandoned its fo rm e r premises 

and has invested in  a b rand  new  bu ild in g , b u ilt  to  th e  

la test hyg iene  and safety standards. This huge bu ild ing  

welcom es tra d it io n a l wholesalers in  an env ironm en t 

ta ilo re d  to  th e  la test techno logy. Sixty warehouses are 

connected to  th e  auction  haii by re fr ige ra ted  corridors, to  

m a in ta in  th e  cold chain. The auction  m arke t itse lf is 

equ ipped w ith  p o w e rfu l com puters, m aking  it  possible to  

m ake purchases fro m  a distance.

The auction haii is th e  place w here  fish  products are sold, 

w here supply meets demand, e ith e r physically o r  v irtua lly . 

Fish wholesalers used to  check fish q u a lity  by eye. 

Nowadays, thanks to  technolog ica l developm ents and the  

need fo r  a pan-European auction ne tw ork , sales are done 

in real t im e  over th e  In te rn e t and on secure connections.

The p o rt o f Zeebrugge decided to  In troduce th is  

techno log ica l in n ova tion  in 1998. A  large d ig ita l screen 

inside th e  auction  m arke t gives buyers all th e  in fo rm a tio n  

th e y  need: th e  lo t  numbers, types o f product, weights, 

prices, etc. W hen connected to  th e  system, wholesalers can 

in p u t th e ir  purchase orders fro m  th e  co m fo rt o f  th e ir  

offices or, i f  th e y  p re fe r to  be physically present a t th e  sale, 

fro m  a room  equ ipped w ith  te rm ina ls. The success o f the  

Zeebrugge fish m arke t is such th a t i t  a ttracts m any vessels 

and buyers o f  a ll na tiona lities.

Contact: Ms Marie-Jeanne Becaus-Pieters
Managing Director
n.v. Zeebrugse Visveiling
Noordzeestraat 201
B-8380 Zeebrugge
Tel.: +32 50 54 41 20
Fax: +32 50 54 67 94

Total cost: EUR 1 901 227

European Union contribution: EUR 342 221

20 000 m2 square metres 
o f sea-borne adventure!
In a d d itio n  to  an in fo rm a tio n  space on  th e  com m on 

fisheries policy, an in te ractive  e xh ib itio n  traces the  h is tory 

o f  th e  N orth  Sea and Bruges, recounts th e  story o f th e  p o rt 

o f  Zeebrugge and gives visitors an in s ig h t in to  th e  fish ing 
techniques o f  th e  early 19th century.

A  spring gurg les in th e  shade o f  some trees. Recreated a t 

th e  Seafront centre, i t  s low ly w inds its w ay to  th e  N orth  
Sea. Further a long, a tu n n e l ju ts  o u t in to  th e  waves.

This u n d e rw a te r passage th e n  tu rn s  in to  a ga lle ry  show ing 

th e  sea's early h is to ry  and th a t o f  its denizens. M ove a lit t le  

fu r th e r  a long, and you hear th e  liveliness o f a long-gone 

fish  auction  w here  sound effects and ta les o f  o ld  seafarers 
m ingle.

From recalling th e  sea to  exp lo ring  the  real th in g , tw o  

re tired  vessels open th e ir  hatchways to  visitors. The f irs t is 

an o ld  Russian navy subm arine. W ith in  th is  100 metres o f 
steel p la tin g  and machinery, th e  pub lic  can relive w h a t i t  

was like  fo r  th e  75-m an crew, se tting  o f f  to  spend long 

m onths on  p a tro l in  th e  depths o f  th e  oceans. R etu rn ing  to  
th e  surface, w e  fin d  th e  W est-hinder, a ligh tsh ip  which 

gu ided  vessels o f f  N le u w p o o rt up  u n til a fe w  short years 
ago.

Contact: Mr Eddy Kindermans 
Director Seafront 
Vismijnstraat 7 
B-8380 Zeebrugge 
Tel.: +32 50 55 14 15 
Fax: +32 50 55 04 13 
E-mail: info@seafront.be

Total budget: EUR 573 557

European Union contribution: EUR 143 390

mailto:info@seafront.be
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5. An environm ent under pressure

Since tim e  im m em orial, man has had a close relationship w ith  th e  oceans. They w ere  essential sources of 
food  fo r  th e  first inhabitants o f coastal areas and, as technology has developed, th e  explo itation  o f their 
immense reserves o f m arine resources has grow n considerably.

Seas and coastal areas, and particularly th e  habitats and ecosystems they support, are coming under more 
and m ore pressure these days. Dem ographic g ro w th , energy production, urbanisation, industry, agriculture, 
fishing, aquaculture, transport and leisure activities increasingly w eigh  upon th e  coastal environm ent. 
However, th e  w e ll being o f th is environm ent is v ita l to  all activities connected w ith  th e  sea. The Structural 
Funds are therefore providing significant support fo r th e  sustainable developm ent o f these areas and  
environm ental measures in them .

Sun fo r the marshy isle
Lying o f f  th e  coast o f Schleswig-Holstein, th e  island o f  Föhr 

seems ta ilo r-m ade  fo r  a p ilo t p ro jec t on  renew ab le  energy. 

The island is s lig h tly  less than  83 km ', tw o  th irds  o f w h ich 

are covered by marshland. The p opu la tion  is no grea te r 

th a n  8 700 souls, h a lf o f  w hom  live in  W yk, the  m ain  entry 

po rt. Except fo r  construction, th e re  is p ractica lly no 

industry, and th e re  are on ly  a b o u t 70 farm ers le ft, m ain ly  
invo lved  in  m ilk  p roduction .

As an in teg ra l pa rt o f th e  Schleswig-Holstein W adden Sea 

N ational Park, a m ajor pa rt o f  th e  island's Income is from  

tourism  and, in  th e  h igh  season, th e  p o p u la tio n  can reach 

30 000. W ith  th is  in m ind, sa feguard ing th e  ecological o f 

he ritage  was id e n tif ie d  as one o f  th e  key e lem ents o f  the  

island's developm ent.

Emphasis was p u t on p rom o ting  renew able  energy.

The islanders to o k  the  in it ia tiv e  in 1994 to  fo rm  a th in k  

tank ("Sun fo r  Föhr"). The issue was taken  up  by "Fering 

N a tüü r", th e  body responsible fo r  sa feguard ing  the  

island's env ironm ent, and resulted in an in it ia l p ro ject 

part-financed by th e  ERDF.

D uring th e  th ree-year p ro ject, im p lem en ted  fro m  1996 to  

1998, 24 solar pow er stations w ere  b u ilt .  The p ro jec t was 

backed up by an in tense pub lic  awareness cam paign aimed 

a t th e  local p o p u la tio n  w ith  the  ob jective  to  increase the  

use o f  new  form s o f  energy, invo lv ing , am ong o ther 

activities, educationa l visits to  pow er stations. Today, solar 

pow er supplies 24% o f  the  island's energy requirem ents.

Föhr does n o t in tend  to  rest on its laurels. It has set 2015 
as the  ta rg e t da te  fo r  achieving 100% renew able-energy 

use. The in tro d u c tio n  o f biogas (energy p roduc tion  from  

dung) on farm s is cu rren tly  under study. The ERDF should 

again be involved.

Contact: Ms Annemarie Lübcke 
Natuurschutzstiftung "Fering Natüür"
Arbeitgemeinschaft SONNE 
Sandwall 38 
D-25938 W yk auf Föhr 
Tel.: +49 46  81 34 68 
Fax: +49 46 81 30 40

Cost o f the solar energy project: EUR 353 000 

European Union contribution (Leader II): EUR 122 000
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Eden on earth
To tu rn  a clay p it In to  the  w orld 's  largest greenhouse, th a t 

is th e  gam ble Tim Sm it is a b o u t to  achieving w ith  th e  Eden 

Project in C ornw all (U n ited  K ingdom ). He aims to  ga the r 

to g e th e r th e  largest num ber o f  p la n t species anyw here  on 

th e  p lane t a t th e  k ilom e tre -long  site  th a t rises to  a h e ig h t 

o f  60 metres over St Auste ll Bay.

The w o rke d -o u t clay p it is n o w  hom e to  tw o  domes 

a rtif ic ia lly  reproducing  various c lim atic  cond itions. There is 

also a tem pera te  zone and a v is ito r centre. The Eden 

Project is n o t on ly  a s ign ifican t to u ris t a ttra c tio n  b u t also 

an im p o rta n t centre  fo r  study and experim enta tion .

The Eden Botanical Ins titu te  m ainta ins close links w ith  

o th e r specialised centres and undertakes research on 

ag ricu ltu ra l products, w ith  th e  a im  in pa rticu la r o f 

deve lop ing  sustainable agricu ltu re .

The type  o f  research th a t  can be carried o u t jus tifies  the  

size o f th e  pro ject. Ind iv idua l specimens can be studied in 

small greenhouses, b u t n o t w h o le  p la n t populations.

The tw o  biospheres p e rm it th e  observation o f  large 

assemblages o f p lants fo r  research in to  sustainable 

deve lopm ent and biodiversity.

Eden w ill be com ple te ly fin ished  in  2001 and aims 

even tua lly  to  a ttra c t 750 000 visitors a year. The unique 

site  created in  th is  immense clay basin has already 

revita lised th e  region's economy.

t h e  g lass dom es  o f  th e  Eden p ro jec t.

Contact: M r Paul Tarvers
Eden Project, Watering Lane Nursery
Pentewan
St Austell
UK-Cornwall PL26 2B
Tel.: +44 17 26  222 900
Fax: +44 17 26  222 901
Website: http://www.edenproject.com/

Total budget: EUR 77 million

European Union contribution (ERDF): EUR 11 million

Majorca - seawater on tap
The residents o f  Palma de M ajorca are n o w  d rink ing  

seawater. The open ing  in 1999 o f  a desa lina tion  p lan t 

prov ided  homes in  La Palma, Calvia and A ndra ix  w ith  a 

new  source o f d rin k in g  w a te r and a t th e  same tim e  

relieved th e  pressure on  th e  Balearic Islands' aquifers, 

exhausted by years o f d rou g h t.

The desa lination process chosen involves placing seawater 

under h ighe r than  osm otic pressure. The w ater, d raw n 

fro m  a d e p th  o f one  hundred  metres, passes th ro u g h  sand 

filte rs  to  rem ove suspended particles. A fte r  fu rth e r 

f ilte r in g , th e  seawater is trea te d  w ith  chemical agents and 

in jected th ro u g h  sem i-perm eable m em branes th a t a llo w  

w a te r to  pass w h ile  f i lte r in g  o u t m ost o f th e  dissolved 

saline particles, organ ic m a tte r and all th e  fin e  co llo ida l 
particles.

From th is  process come d rin k in g  w ater, w ith  a saline 

concentra tion  o f  400 m g/l, com pared w ith  38 000 mg/l fo r  

seawater, and brine, w h ich  is d ischarged in to  the  sea.

The d rink ing  w a te r is m ixed w ith  g ro u n d  w ater, w ith  a 

much low er salinity, and is th e n  p iped in to  th e  Palma Bay

d is tr ib u tio n  ne tw o rk , serving some 345 000 inhab itan ts 

plus la rge num bers o f  tou ris ts  d u rin g  the  summ er months.

As th e  d ro u g h t has con tinued , th e  p lan t's  six p roduction  
lines have been opera ting  a t m axim um  capacity and a 

seventh line  has been b ro u g h t in to  o p e ra tion  (August 

2000). Total p roduction  has increased fro m  42 000 m! to  
54 000 m ’. Two new  lines should be opera tiona l by 

summ er 2001.

Contact: Dirección General de Obras Hidráulicas y de 
Calidad de las Aguas 
Ministerio de Medio Ambiente 
Nuevos Ministerios. Pza. San Juan o f the Cruz, s/n 
E-28071 Madrid.
Tel.: +34 91 597 60 00/20/34 
Fax: +34 91 597 63 49 
Website: www.mma.es

Total cost: EUR 38 million

European Union contribution (Cohesion Fund):
EUR 32.5 million

http://www.edenproject.com/
http://www.mma.es
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Water - one step ahead in Ajaccio
The d rink ing -w a te r needs o f A jaccio are covered u n til 

2015. The c ity  au tho rities  fo resaw  th e  possib ility  o f 

shortages and decided, a t th e  beg inn ing  o f  the  1990s, to  

increase the  city's w a te r-tre a tm e n t capacity under a th ree- 

phase p lan supported  by th e  ERDF.

Ajaccio's d rin k in g  w a te r in it ia lly  came fro m  th re e  sources: 

th e  Salario p lant, tre a tin g  w a te r fro m  th e  Ocana reservoir 

on  th e  River P runelli; boreholes dow n  to  th e  Prunelli 

aq u ife r; and th e  Baleone w e ll d ra w ing  alluvia l 

g ro u n d w a te r fro m  th e  Gravona aqu ifer. These three 

sources prov ided  28 000 m! o f w a te r per day, s ligh tly  m ore 

th a n  needs a t th e  tim e. The new  tre a tm e n t p lant, b ro u g h t 

in to  ope ra tion  in th e  sum m er o f  1999, has b ro u g h t 

capacity up  to  40 000 m 1.

A ll stages o f tre a tm e n t are fu lly  au tom ated  and th e re  is 
an a lte rna tive  pow er supply in case o f blackouts. Q uality  

co n tro l is ensured by fixe d  analysers and m ore deta iled  
analyses carried o u t by an on-s ite  laboratory. A  real-tim e 

b io log ica l sensor has also been insta lled to  p reven t any 

risk o f m ic ro -po llu tion .

Having ensured Its fu tu re  w ith  regard to  w a te r trea tm ent, 

A jaccio n o w  aims to  im prove  th e  d is tribu tio n  ne tw ork. 

Specific measures w ill be adopted  to  im prove  supplies to  

o u tly in g  areas so as to  p rov ide  a firs t-ra te  d is tribu tio n  

system th ro u g h o u t th e  region.

Contact: Mairie d ’Ajaccio 
Direction des services techniques 
M r Gustave Amezquita, Ingénieur en Chef 
BP.413
F-20304 Ajaccio cedex 
Tel.: +33 4  95 51 52 75 
Fax: +33 4  95 51 53 44

Total cost: EUR 18.3 million

European Union contribution: EUR 5.5 million

The w a te r - tre a tm e n t p la n t,  b ro u g h t in to  o p e ra t io n  in  1999, 
has a ca pa c ity  o f  40 OOOm'/day.

In search of blue gold
M ost islands can on ly  rely on  themselves fo r w a te r 

supplies. Healthy and sustainable w a te r m anagem ent is 

essential fo r  bo th  th e  survival o f  th e  local p o p u la tio n  and 

th e  deve lopm en t o f  the  econom y and tourism . A t th e  same 

tim e, th e re  are g re a t o p p o rtu n itie s  fo r  saving w a te r and 

th e re fo re  p e rm it land m anagem ent th a t  is less dependent 

on na tu ra l resources.

This is th e  reason fo r  th e  creation , m ore th a n  10 years ago 

now, o f  B7, b rin g in g  to g e th e r seven large insular regions 

o f  th e  Baltic Sea, w ith  a to ta l p o p u la tio n  o f  300 000: 

Bornholm  (Denmark), G otland  and Ö land (Sweden), 

H iium aa and Saaremaa (Estonia), Rügen (Germany) and the  

Á land  islands (Finland). One o f th e  B7 w o rk in g  parties, 

w ith  special responsib ility  fo r  env ironm en ta l m atters, set 

up  th e  SUSWAT p ro jec t fo r  th e  sustainable m anagem ent o f 

w a te r resources.

In add ition  to  ensuring a perm anent exchange o f 

in fo rm a tion  betw een th e  islands in th e  association, SUSWAT 

has produced six catalogues conta in ing th e  best ideas on

sustainable m anagem ent o f  w a te r supplies. It also provides 

fu n d in g  fo r  p ilo t projects to  carry o u t full-scale tests on 

these ideas. For example, a rtific ia l in f iltra tio n  is being used 

a t Kopingsvik on th e  Island o f Ö land to  overcome a 

shortage o f  d rink ing  w ater. Enormous quantities o f w ater 

are re in troduced in to  the  g round  to  feed th e  aquifers.

The w a te r is b ro u g h t by channels and passes th ro u g h  six 

metres o f sand before  en te ring  the  g round to  reach 

underground pockets. Six m onths later, pu rified  w a te r can 

be pumped, trea ted  and d is tribu ted  to  th e  local population. 

Up to  1.2 m illion  cubic meters o f w a te r a year can be 

trea ted  in  th is w ay in th e  Kopingsvik basin.

Contact: M r Jorgen Jespersen
Bornholms Am t, Teknisk Forvaltning,
Ostre Ringvej 1
DK-3700 Roenne
Tel.:+45 56 95 21 23
Fax: +45 56 95 21 42
E-mail: tfjje@bora.dk

Total cost: EUR 594 000

European Union contribution (Interreg IIC): EUR 392 000

mailto:tfjje@bora.dk


36  I II - R eg iona l p o lic y  on  th e  g ro u n d
I Is la n d s  a n d  C o a s ta l R e g io n s

The cleanup of the Santander Bay
"W hen com ple ted, th e  new  Santander Bay sewage system 

w ill rem ove residues fro m  w astew a ter and restore 

dam aged h ab ita ts ", says Jesús Bedoya, th e  Head o f  the  

D epartm ent fo r  th e  M anagem ent o f  C om m unity  Funds and 

Planning a t th e  G overnm ent o f Cantabria.

Im p lem en ta tion  o f  the  pro ject began in  1997, w hen  sewer 

collectors w ere  insta lled a long  th e  w h o le  o f  th e  Bay.

"The collectors cover some 250 000 inhab itan ts, o r  around 

h a lf o f  th e  p o p u la tio n  o f  C antabria ", explains Jesús 

Bedoya.

The second phase, cu rre n tly  underway, involves insta lling 
pum ps to  carry w a te r to  th e  tre a tm e n t p la n t and 

constructing an underw a te r o u tfa ll. This pipe, 2 500 m 

long, w ill a llo w  th e  trea te d  w a te r to  be discharged in to  

th e  open sea.

"U p  u n til now, waste has been discharged in to  Santander 

Bay, causing serious dam age to  th e  m arine environm ent, 

a lth o ug h  the  tides have helped reduce th e  e ffects", 

explains Jesús Bedoya.

In a th ird  phase, a new  tre a tm e n t p la n t w ill be b u ilt  In 

Santa Cruz de Bezana to  replace the  existing p lant, w h ich 

w ill have insu ffic ien t capacity to  cope w ith  th e  new  sewage 

system. The con trac t has been aw arded and th e  p lan t 

should be in  ope ra tion  in 2002. The Santander Bay 

w astew a ter disposal system w il l  th e n  be run n in g  a t fu ll 

capacity.

Contact: M r Jesús Bedoya
Jete del Servicio de Gestión de Fondos Comunitarios y 
Planificación
Consejería de Economía y Hacienda 
Gobierno de Cantabria 
C/Hernán Cortés. 9 
E-39003 Santander 
Tel.: +34 942 207 918 
Fax: +34 942 207 913

Total cost o f first phase: EUR 27.9 million

European Union contribution (ERDF):
EUR 19.5 m illion (1994-99 Programme)

Total cost of second phase: EUR 28.5 million

European Union contribution (Cohesion Fund):
EUR 22.8 m illion (1994-99 Programme)

Cost o f third phase (provisional figure): EUR 27.9 million

The S a n ta n d e r Bay se w ag e  p ro je c t w i l l  h e lp  re m o ve  re s id ue s  f ro m  w a s te w a te r  a nd  re s to re  d a m a g e d  h a b ita ts .
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6. Great oaks from little acorns

The authorities and inhabitants o f islands and coastal areas are more aw are  than  others o f th e  weaknesses o f 
such regions and th e  measures required to  overcom e them . How ever, they are n o t alw ays capable o f 
resolving these problems on th e ir o w n . Regional authorities o f o ther m aritim e areas o ften  face similar 
constraints; a rem ote geographical location and th e  decline o f trad itional m aritim e activities.

By w orking  together, authorities are able to  find  solutions more easily and support each o ther in 
im plem enting measures. The Interreg Programme encourages this type o f cooperation in Europe by funding  
projects as varied as th e  creation o f netw orks, innovative modes o f transport and tra in ing. But th a t is not all. 
Jointly w ith  the Phare program m e, Interreg also supports cooperation w ith  applicant countries o f Central and 
Eastern Europe, w hich have a lo t o f ground to  make up on infrastructure capacity and environm ental 
protection before th e ir accession to  th e  European Union.

A touch o f Italy in Slovenia
The Port o f Koper in Slovenia s till has an Ita lian  feei.

Behind the  'M u d a ' Gate lies the  o ld  to w n  w ith  its Venetian 

g o th ic  architecture, th e  tw o  m ost b e a u tifu l examples o f 

w h ich  are th e  'Logg ia ' and th e  G overnor's Palace.

The Palace, surrounded by o th e r bu ild ings in the  same 

style, dom inates th e  centre  o f  Koper, m aking  i t  a m ajor 

to u ris t a ttrac tion .

The Palace, ravaged by tim e, requ ired  u rg e n t resto ra tion  

w ork . The Slovenian a u tho rities  had begun to  restore the  

b u ild in g  bu t, because o f  a lack o f  funds, th e  w o rk  was 

proceeding extrem ely slowly. In 1994, th e  w o rk  was 

g ran ted  pa rt-financ ing  fro m  th e  European U nion under 

th e  C om m unity  Phare CBC program m e. Thanks to  this 

financ ia l support and to  th e  help o f  Ita lian  specialists in 

Venetian a rch itecture, th e  palace has been given a new  

lease o f  life .

Today, th e  G overnor's Palace has become a conference 

centre, p ro m o tin g  cross-border coopera tion . It also 

provides a w in d o w  on th e  city, re trac ing  its h is tory th ro u g h  

regu la r exh ib itions. The palace is a symbol o f th e  city's dual 

ob jective  o f restoring its h istorica l bu ild ings and using 

them  in te llig e n tly  to  deve lop  tourism .

Contact: M r Darko Darovec
Republic o f Slovenia Centre fo r Scientific Research
Koper, Garibaldijeva 18
SI-6000 Koper
Tel.: +386 5 61 26 000
Fax: +386 5 62 71 321

Total budget: EUR 17 000

European Union contribution (PHARE CBC): EUR 10 000

The  G o ve rn o r’s Palace has been  c o n v e rte d  in to  a co n fe re nce  centre .
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The enterprising Archipelagos

Contact Ms Gunilla Sterner
Lânssyrelsen i Stockholm
Box 22067
S-104 22 Stockholm
Tel.: +46 8 785 43 04
Fax: +46 8  651 52 95
E-mail: gunste@ab.lst.se
Website: www.skargardskonferens.com

Total budget: EUR 672 000

European Union contribution (Interreg IIA): EUR 320 000

Those run n in g  "E n te rpris ing  A rch ipe lago" carry ou t 

constant activ ities to  exp la in  th e  pro ject to  people  and 

organise seminars on a w h o le  range o f subjects, such as 

nav iga tion  (in o rde r to  increase transpo rt possibilities), sea 
rescue o r safety-at-sea days. As requested, they have 

organised courses on in fo rm a tio n  technology, accounting, 

sales techniques, In te rn e t fo r  business, insurance and 

business sta rt-up , etc. P roof o f th e  pro ject's success are th a t 
46 jobs w ere  created o r  m a in ta ined  and a fu rth e r 90 jobs 

s till p lanned (com pared to  th e  33 jobs in it ia lly  planned).

The "E n te rp r is in g  A rc h ip e la g o " te a m  is a lw a y s  o n  the  
m ove , e x p la in in g  th e  p ro je c t t o  peop le .

The archipelagos o f  Stockholm , A bo land  (o ff  the  

sou thw est coast o f F inland) and A land  (a t th e  entrance to  

th e  G u lf o f Bothnia) are faced w ith  th e  same problem : the  

num ber and small size o f  th e  islands p reven t th e  creation 

o f la rge industria l centres o r  universities and encourage a 

d ra in  o f hum an resources.

From th e  mid-1980s, th in k  tanks w ere  set up  to  develop 

strategies to  stem th is  flo w . From these em erged, in 1997, 

the  "E n te rp ris ing  A rch ip e la g o". This pro ject, part-financed 

by th e  ERDF, aims to  encourage th e  crea tion  o f  stable jobs 

suited to  the  islands' geographical s itu a tio n , such as, jobs 

connected w ith  taxi-boats, scuba d iv ing , tourism , 

construction, household services, etc.

mailto:gunste@ab.lst.se
http://www.skargardskonferens.com
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Rives-Manche: 
A bridge across the Channel

Despite be ing separated by th e  English Channel, the  

County o f  Sussex and the  French D epartm ents o f the  

Somme and Seine-M aritim e have a com m on heritage.

The th re e  regions decided, th ro u g h  a cross-border 

coopera tion  program m e, to  tu rn  th e  b a rrie r th a t  was the  

Channel in to  a m a jo r means o f  com m unica tion . The result 

was th e  Rives-Manche Association, b ring in g  th e  regions 

to g e th e r a round  a series o f  projects.

The contacts m ain ta ined  by th e  th re e  regions since 1994 

have enabled, am ongst o th e r th in g , th e  crea tion  o f  a jo in t 

econom ic observatory by th e  Universities o f  Sussex and 

Upper-Norm andy; language tra in in g ; tw o  to u ris t tours, in 

D ieppe and B righ ton; an air- and w a te r-q u a lity  study 

centre  invo lv ing  th e  Universities o f  B righ ton  and Picardy; 
and, th e  crea tion  o f  a coastal service (a k ind o f 

env ironm en ta l brigade), etc.

In the  fie ld  o f the  arts, th e  École supérieure d 'a r t e t de 

design in Am iens and the  B righ ton  School o f Design 

organise educationa l exchanges and m eetings o f  teachers. 
Students ta le  tra in in g  courses a t the  o th e r school, studying

th e  landscapes o f " th e  o th e r side o f  th e  sea", and compare 

th e  results a t jo in t  exh ib itions, organised a t regu lar 

in tervals in the  large to w n s  o f  th e  Somme and Sussex.

Through the  Rives-Manche pro ject, th e  inhab itan ts  o f 
these th ree  regions are show ing  th e ir  com m itm en t to  

European in te g ra tio n , concretis ing it  via exchanges, cu ltu re  
and hum an relations.

Contact: Haute-Normandie Préfecture
Ms Françoise Vautrain
7. Place de la Madeleine
F-76036 Rouen cedex
Tel.: +33 2 32 76 52 39
Fax: +33 2 32 76 55 20
E-mail: francoise.vautrain@haute-normandie.pref.gouv.fr 

Total budget: EUR 80.769 million

European Union contribution (o f which 87%  from the  ERDF):
EUR 34.061 million

Controlling pollution in the Baltic
The m ake-up o f th e  Baltic Sea makes it  particu la rly  

vu lnerab le  to  p o llu tio n . By ra tify in g  th e  1980 Helsinki 

C onvention, Poland com m itted  itse lf to  se tting  up a service 

to  com bat env ironm en ta l dam age in its te rr ito r ia l waters 

and to  he lp  th e  o th e r s igna to ry  countries w hen  so 
requested.

The service also has the  task o f  m on ito r in g  and p ro tecting  

th e  m arine  env ironm en t o f f  th e  heavily  urbanised areas o f 

th e  coast. For example, th e  urban centre  o f  th e  Three 

Cities (Gdansk, Gdynia and Sopot) have a round  1.5 m illion  

inhab itan ts  and are d irec tly  exposed to  th e  p o llu tio n  o f 

consecutive m aritim e  accidents.

In add itio n , th e  bay o f  th e  Three Cities is rich in  o ffshore  

fishery resources and its beaches a ttra c t thousands o f 

tou ris ts  every year. P o llu tion  o f  th e  w a te r o r  th e  beaches 

cou ld  have a very serious im pact on th e  incomes o f  a large 
p a rt o f  th e  local popu la tion .

W ith  subsidies under th e  Phare program m e, a vessel, th e  
Kapitan POINC, has been f it te d  w ith  u ltram odern  

equ ipm en t; a rem ote -con tro lled  device w ith  measuring, 

co n tro l and record ing equ ipm en t; a sonar system; an

underw a te r pos ition ing  system; overpack p ro tec tion  

containers; a po llu tant-d ispersa l system; storage boxes fo r 

chemicals, etc.

The e qu ipm en t was used fo r  th e  f irs t t im e  d u rin g  the  

in te rn a tio n a l p o llu tlo n -co n tro l tests in  th e  Baltic, Balex 

Delta 98, in w h ich ships and observers fro m  a ll Baltic 

countries to o k  pa rt. I t  was also used du ring  summ er 2000 
to  m o n ito r o il d r illin g  in the  

Polish econom ic zone. It has also 
been used several tim es in the 

area close to  th e  W estern border.

Contact: Polskie Ratownictwo Okretowe
M r Jan Wojcieszonek
Ul. Hryniewickiego 10
P.O.Box 186
PL-81-340 Gdynia
Tel.: +48 58 661 18 15
Fax: +48 58 620 19 78
E-mail: polratok@ikp.atm.com.pl

The K a p ita n  POINC. a  m u lt ip u rp o s e  vessel

Total cost: EUR 1 032 750

European Union contribution (Phare): EUR 600 000

mailto:francoise.vautrain@haute-normandie.pref.gouv.fr
mailto:polratok@ikp.atm.com.pl
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Greece joins electrical Europe
Laying 154 k ilom etres o f  te rres tria l cable and 

163 k ilom etres o f  underw a te r cable be tw een th e  Galatina 

substation  in  th e  south  o f  Ita ly  and th e  Arachthos 

substation  in  Epirus -  th is  is th e  scope o f a huge opera tion , 

pa rt-financed by th e  ERDF, w h ich  w il l  b reak Greece's 

iso la tion  in  th e  fie ld  o f  e lec tric ity  supply.

The idea fo r  th is  in te rreg iona l 

coopera tion  pro ject was bo rn  a t 

th e  end o f  th e  1980s. There was a 

doub le  incentive: Italy, w ith  its 

lim ite d  p roduc tion  capacity, was 

lo o k in g  fo r  exte rna l sources o f 

supply and Greece, cu t o f f  from  
th e  European Union by 

Yugoslavia, was exam in ing  the  

possib ility  o f p roducing  e lectric ity  

fro m  its lig n ite  resources.

The so lu tion  was th e  sea, o r  m ore 

precisely, th e  O tra n to  Channel 

(which connects th e  A d ria tic  and 

Ion ian Seas). Ten years later, the  

Italy-Greece link  is actually  being 

bu ilt.

In add itio n  to  land-sea-land cabling, tw o  converter 

substations are needed, one a t G alatina and th e  o th e r a t 

Arachthos. The cable’s physical p roperties (its le n g th  and 

its underw a te r loca tion) preven t th e  use o f a lte rna ting  

cu rren t and the  substations w il l  th e re fo re  transfo rm  the  

380 kV, 50 Hz a lte rn a tin g  cu rren t o f th e  Ita lian  ne tw o rk  
in to  th e  400 kV d irec t cu rren t used fo r the  link.

W hen it  enters service in A ugust 2001, the  lin k  w ill have a 

to ta l capacity o f  1000 MW, equal to  th e  o u tp u t o f  a large 
nuclear pow er s ta tion .

Greece's connection to  th e  n e tw o rk  w ill a llo w  fu rth e r 

libera lisa tion  o f  th e  e lec tric ity  m arke t. It w ill also 

encourage f le x ib ility  by enabling  M em ber States to  reduce 

th e ir  spare capacity (b u ilt  up  to  cover breaks in  supply) and 

th e re fo re  reduce th e  cost price o f e lectric ity.

Contact: Ms Paola De Cesare
Ministero del Tesoro, del Bilancio e della
Programmazione Economica
Via Curtatone, 4d
1-00185 Roma
Tel.: +39 06  445 75 71
Fax: +39 06  445 01 70

Ms Miranda Kostara
National Ministry for Economic Affairs
5 Nikis Street
Constitution Square
GR-101 80 Athens
Tel.: +30 1 333 24 46
Fax: +30 1 333 23 67
E-mail: inter@otenet.gr
Website: h ttp ://w ww .m ne.gr/

Total cost: EUR 205 million

ERDF contribution: EUR 82 million

Dolphins are disappearing 
from the Adriatic
O nly  220 bo ttlenose  do lph ins s till live in th e  A dria tic , in 

o th e r w ords th e  species is th rea tened  w ith  extinction . 

Environm enta l dam age is th e  m ain  c u lp rit fo r  the  drastic 

reduction  in  th e  num bers o f  m arine mammals in  th e  area. 

In o rd e r to  preserve th e  rem a in ing  representatives o f the  

species, th e  a u tho ritie s  o f  th e  Slovenian and Ita lian  coastal 

areas, w o rk in g  to g e th e r w ith in  th e  Association "A d ria tic  

P ro ject", decided to  d ra w  up a stra tegy to  p ro te c t the  

na tu ra l env ironm en t and b iod ivers ity  in  th e  Bay o f Trieste.

They firs t o f all carried o u t underw a te r acoustic research to  

look a t th e  e ffe c t o f  noise on th e  m ig ra tio n  o f  the  

rem ain ing  do lphins. W ork ing  closely toge the r, Ita lian  

Slovenian scientists succeeded in  se tting  up a system to  

p e rm it constan t m easuring o f  noise p o llu tio n  on  b o th  sides 
o f  th e  border.

The Association b o u g h t th e  e qu ipm en t requ ired  fo r  

acoustic research and th e  scientists o f b o th  countries 

shared th e ir  expertise. The opera tions undertaken  on the 

g round  and in te rp re ta tio n  o f  th e  results w ere  carried o u t 

jo in t ly  and led to  th e  f irs t study on th e  m ig ra tio n  o f

m arine m am m als in th e  Bay o f  Trieste. The research 

established a d irec t link  be tw een  noise p o llu tio n  and the  

d isappearance o f  do lph ins  fro m  th e  area: noise strong ly 

reduces th e  capacity o f these mammals to  com m unicate 

w ith  each o ther. The Association has published a large 

range o f  brochures in o rd e r to  raise pub lic  awareness o f 

th e  prob lem  and has received w ide  support in th e  media.

Contact: Ms Lucija Cok
Znanstveno-raziskovalno sredisce Republike Slovenije, Koper
Garibalidijeva, 18
SI-6101 Koper
Tel.: +386 66  212 60
Fax: +386 66  271 321
Website: http://www.zrs-kp.si

Total budget: EUR 46 380

European Union contribution (Phare CBC): EUR 10 000

mailto:inter@otenet.gr
http://www.mne.gr/
http://www.zrs-kp.si
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A coastal network
Covering a lm ost 3 271 hectares, th e  M u n ic ipa lity  o f  Carnac 

lies on th e  Bay o f  Q u iberon  on th e  A tla n tic  coast o f 

sou thern  Brittany. The c ity  has been classified as a clim atic 

s ta tion  since 1934 and defies th e  reg ion 's rep u ta tio n  fo r  

rain  w ith  its pa rticu la rly  m ild  c lim ate  on th e  A tla n tic  coast. 

Carnac is also in te rn a tio n a lly  fam ous fo r  its stand ing  rocks, 

w h ich  d o t th e  countryside as fa r as th e  eye can see.

Nevertheless, despite  its un ique  character, Carnac has since 

m ega lith ic  tim es  shared a cu ltu re  com m on to  th e  coastal 

reg ions o f  W estern Europe. On th e  s treng th  o f  its 

p reh is to ry and the  s im ila rities o f  th e  o u tly in g  regions -  

incomes vary ing  accord ing to  th e  seasons, dependence on 

tou rism  and fisheries and remoteness fro m  th e  country's 

centre  -  th e  Carnac association Tourisme lit to ra l européen 

(European Coastal Tourism), created in 1998, to o k  the 

in it ia tiv e  in establish ing a n e tw o rk  o f several European 

coastal tow ns. "A tla n tic  Coast" encourages th e  exchange 

o f in fo rm a tio n  be tw een Carnac, Lianes and Santander In 
Spain, Shannon and C ounty Clare in  Ire land and A lta  and 

Finm ark in  Norway. The n e tw o rk  enables th e  pa rtic ipa ting  

to w n s  to  share th e ir  to u ris t, env ironm en ta l and cu ltu ra l 

know -how . The a im  is to  deve lop  off-season tou rism  based 
on th e  experience o f  th e  ne tw ork 's  members.

A m ong  th e  very ta n g ib le  results o f  th e  w o rk  o f Tourisme 

lit to ra l européen are fo u r in te ractive  te rm ina ls  th a t have 

been insta lled in  Carnac. These g ive deta ils  in five 

languages o f  archaeological sites in  fo u r  o f  the 

pa rtic ipa ting  tow ns: A lta , A ltam ira , Carnac and Lianes. 

Plans fo r  th e  extension o f  th e  ne tw o rk  o f  te rm ina ls  to  
a llo w  Irish tow ns to  share th e  story beh ind th e ir  

archaeological heritage  is a lready p lanned. Finally, a m ajor 

event, "M ega liths  in  E urope", is p lanned fo r  O ctober 2001.

Contact: Ms Sophie Montrelay
Directrice du projet
Association Tourisme littoral européen
55 rue Saint Cornéiy
F-56340 Carnac
Tel.: +33 297 52 64 12
Fax: +33 297 52 67 03
E-mail: Tourisme.Littoral.Europeen@wanadoo.fr

Total budget: EUR 40  195

European Union contribution: EUR 26 713

mailto:Tourisme.Littoral.Europeen@wanadoo.fr
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Glossary
A quacu ltu re  is th e  fa rm in g  o f aquatic  animals. In th e  European U nion i t  takes th re e  m ajor form s, sea fish fa rm ing , 
crustaceans and molluscs fa rm in g  in seawater and freshw ate r fish fa rm ing . Four species, tro u t,  salmon, mussels and oysters, 
account fo r  th e  bu lk  o f  C om m unity p roduction , w h ich  has g ro w n  steadily  over recent years. However, those active in  the  
industry  have acquired g rea te r experience in  id e n tify in g  dem and fo r  fa rm ed fish and, ta k in g  advantage o f  techno log ica l 
progress, have, over th e  last te n  years, d ive rs ified  to  include o th e r species such as sea bass, bream and, m ore recently, 
tu rb o t.

Coastal area: A  coastal area is no rm a lly  de fined  as a s tr ip  o f  land and sea, th e  w id th  o f w h ich  depends on th e  na tu re  o f  th e  
env ironm en t and o f  hum an ac tiv ity  re lated  to  aquatic resources. Taking in to  account these tw o  factors, th e  size o f these 
areas may extend  beyond th e  sea coast to  stretch fa r in land.

C om m unity  In itia tives: The European U nion tra d it io n a lly  sets aside p a rt o f  th e  b u d ge t o f  th e  S tructura l Funds fo r  
"C om m un ity  In itia tive s " to  solve prob lem s w h ich  cannot be resolved a t th e  na tio na l level.

Ecos-Ouverture began in  1991 w ith  a budge t o f EUR 55 m illio n . Since then , i t  has financed 350 in te r-reg iona l coopera tion  
pro jects invo lv ing  1 250 local and reg iona l a u tho ritie s  in the  European Union, th e  countries o f  Central and Eastern Europe 
(CEEC), th e  new ly independen t states (NIS) and th e  M ed ite rranean basin (MED). In 1997 a second genera tion  o f 40 projects 
was launched w ith  a budge t o f EUR 17 m illio n  fro m  th e  ERDF (under A rtic le  10) and EUR 7 m illio n  fro m  the  Phare 
program m e.

ESDP: The a im  o f th e  European Spatial Deve lopm ent Perspective, adopted  in May 1999 by the  M inisters o f  th e  15 M em ber 
States responsible fo r  reg iona l p lann ing  is to  im prove  th e  coo rd ina tion  o f  na tio na l policies in th is fie ld . It is based on  th ree  
key princip les: th e  deve lopm ent o f  a balanced and po lycentric urban system and a fresh re la tionsh ip  be tw een  cities and the  
countryside; th e  assurance o f  equal access to  know ledge  in frastructures; and th e  sustainable deve lopm ent, in te llig e n t 
m anagem ent and conservation o f  nature  and cu ltu ra l assets.

In nova tive  A ctions: A longside its tra d it io n a l reg iona l and sectoral programm es, th e  European Regional D eve lopm ent Fund 
(ERDF) has a lim ite d  am o u n t o f  fu n d in g  fo r  innova tive  actions to  investigate  new  approaches to  econom ic and social 
deve lopm ent. The th ree  themes proposed fo r  2000-2006 are; a reg iona l econom y based on  know ledge  and technolog ica l 
innova tion ; 'e-Europe Regio', th e  in fo rm a tio n  society a t th e  service o f reg iona l deve lopm ent; and reg iona l id e n tity  and 
sustainable deve lopm ent. The ESF and FIFG also finance  innova tive  measures.

In tegra ted  Coastal Zone M anagem ent (ICZM): To com bat th e  d e te rio ra tion  o f  coastal areas, in September 2000 the  
Commission proposed a European stra tegy fo r  th e  in teg ra ted  m anagem ent o f  these areas. The m ain  a im  o f  th e  proposal 
was to  resolve th e  basic problem s fac ing  th e  coastline: th e  lack o f  in fo rm a tio n ; inadequate  local pa rtic ipa tion  in projects 
be ing carried o u t in coastal areas; and, p o o r co o rd in a tio n  am ong those responsible fo r  spatia l p lann ing . As p a rt o f  th is  
strategy, w h ich  requires th e  p a rtic ip a tio n  o f  th e  M em ber States and a ll those concerned, th e  Commission u n d e rto o k  to  
b ring  C om m unity  policies in to  line  w ith  a p p rop ria te  and coord ina ted  m anagem ent o f coastal areas; to  prov ide  a ne tw ork  
o f  services accessible to  those responsible fo r  m anagem ent o f  th e  coast; to  p rom ote  research in to  and p ro m o tio n  o f  coastal 
areas; and, to  encourage in itia tives  a t all adm in is tra tive  levels.

In te rreg : The new  In te rreg  III In it ia tive  w ill cover th re e  types o f  coopera tion : cross-border, transna tiona l and in te rreg iona l. 
Two texts w ith  gu ide lines w ill specify th e  fea tures o f  th e  opera tions e lig ib le  fo r  pa rt-financ ing . In 1994-99, th e  Union 
financed th e  Recite In itia tive  concern ing in te rre g io n a l coopera tion  invo lv ing  a t least th ree  M em ber States o f th e  European 
Union.

ISPA (Ins trum en t fo r  S tructu ra l Program mes fo r  pre-Accession). Like th e  Cohesion Fund, th is  ins trum en t provides the  
countries w h ich  have app lied fo r  accession w ith  pa rt-financ ing  fo r  tran sp o rt in fras truc tu re  projects to  in te rconnect th e ir  
ne tw orks and lin k  w ith  th e  trans-European ne tw o rk , as w e ll as fo r  env ironm en ta l p ro tec tion  projects. I t  has funds 
am o u n tin g  to  EUR 1 040 m illio n  pe r year fo r  th e  period fro m  2000 to  th e  da te  o f  accession o f  each app lican t country.

O u te rm ost regions: Some o f  th e  Union's island and coastal areas en joy th e  special status o f  ou te rm ost regions specifically 
recognised by A rtic le  299(2) o f th e  Am sterdam  Treaty. They include th e  fo u r  French overseas departm ents (Guadeloupe, 
M artin ique , French Guiana and Réunion), th e  Canary Islands (Spain) and th e  Azores and M adeira (Portuga l). A ll these 
regions are very rem ote  fro m  th e  co n tin e n t o f  Europe, w h ich  com plicates th e ir  in te g ra tio n  in to  th e  European single 
m arke t. The ir GDP is w e ll b e lo w  th e  C om m unity  average (59%), unem p loym ent is usually h igh  and th e ir  econom ies rely on 
a small num ber o f  sectors. In term s o f labour costs, th e y  face very s t if f  co m p e titio n  fro m  th e ir  neighbours.
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Pesca: The C om m unity  In itia tives p rov ide  financ ia l assistance fo r  th e  achievem ent o f very specific goals. One In itia tive ,
Pesca, ope ra ted  fro m  1994 to  1999 to  solve serious s tructu ra l prob lem s in  areas heavily dependen t on  fisheries. Pesca part- 
financed specific measures to  reduce th is  dependency and to  im prove  th e  industry  (p ro m o tio n  and m arke ting  o f  products, 
tra in in g , etc.). I t  w ill n o t be con tinued  in  2000-2006. Measures to  p ro m o te  econom ic and social d ive rs ifica tion  previously 
covered by Pesca n o w  receive assistance under th e  new  Objectives 1 and 2 and th e  new  assistance g ran ted  by th e  Financial 
Instrum ent fo r  Fisheries G uidance (FIFG).

Phare is th e  m ain  ins trum en t fo r  technical and financ ia l coopera tion  be tw een th e  U nion and th e  countries o f  Central and 
Eastern Europe (CEEC). I t  was set up in  1989 and had a b u d ge t o f  EUR 6 693 m illio n  fo r  th e  pe riod  1995-1999. Between 
2000 and th e  da te  o f  accession, i t  w ill have EUR 1.5 b illio n  per year to  pa rt-finance  m any measures s im ilar t o  those under 
th e  S tructura l Funds.

P rio rity  Objectives: In 2000-2006 the  Union's s tructu ra l po licy w il l  concentra te  on th re e  p rio r ity  Objectives fo r  deve lopm ent:

- O bjective 1 provides s truc tu ra l assistance to  reg ions lagg ing in deve lopm ent and to  th e  ou te rm ost and A rc tic  regions 
(fo rm er O bjective 6).

- O bjective 2 concerns th e  econom ic and social conversion o f  areas facing s tructu ra l d ifficu ltie s , w h e th e r industria l, rura l 
(fo rm er O bjective 5(b)), u rban o r d ependen t on  fisheries.

- O bjective  3 concerns th e  a dap ta tion  and m odern isation o f  policies on em ploym ent, education  and tra in in g  (fo rm er 
Objectives 3 and 4). Assistance under th is  O bjective is prov ided  outs ide th e  regions covered by O bjective  1.

Regional deve lopm en t program m es: Each M em ber State prepares w ith  th e  Commission agreem ents kn o w n  as opera tiona l 
program m es (OPs) o r s ing le  p rog ram m ing  docum ents (SPDs). These agreem ents cover several years and are im p lem ented  by 
th e  na tio na l o r  reg iona l a u tho ritie s  designated by th e  M em ber State. These au tho ritie s  select th e  pro jects to  be financed. 
Together th e  Commission and th e  na tiona l a u tho ritie s  m o n ito r th e  im p lem en ta tion  o f  each program m e.

Spatia l p lann ing : A  strand o f  th e  In terreg C om m unity  In it ia tive  (Il C in 1997-99 and III B fo r  2000-2006) concerns projects fo r  
transna tiona l coopera tion  on  spatia l p lann ing . It was in troduced  in  1996 to  m eet th e  increasing needs fo r  an ins trum en t 
fo r  o pe ra tiona l coopera tion  in  th is  area.

S tructura l Funds: These are th e  C om m unity  Funds w h ich  finance  th e  Union's "s tru c tu ra l"  measures, those w h ich  are 
designed to  reduce th e  d isparities in deve lopm ent be tw een  regions. The European Regional D eve lopm ent Fund (ERDF) is 
th e  m ain  financ ia l ins trum en t fo r  reg iona l and sectoral programm es. W here necessary, finance  fro m  th is  Fund is 
supp lem ented by th e  European Social Fund (ESF) in th e  case o f  measures to  encourage tra in in g  and com bat unem ploym ent 
and by th e  European A g ricu ltu ra l Guidance and G uarantee Fund (EAGGF) fo r  ru ra l deve lopm ent measures. Since 1994, all 
th e  fin a n c ia l instrum ents concern ing fisheries have been g rouped  under th e  FIFG (Financial Ins trum ent fo r  Fisheries 
Guidance), w h ich  assists in  coastal areas.

S ubs id ia rity : The Treaty on  European U nion in troduced  th e  n o tio n  o f  subsid ia rity  under w h ich  th e  U nion acts o n ly  i f  th e  
proposed action  cannot be su ffic ien tly  achieved o u t by th e  M em ber States and can the re fo re , by reason o f  its scale o r 
effects, be b e tte r  achieved by th e  Com munity.

The Cohesion Fund was set up in  1993 to  he lp  th e  fo u r  least deve loped countries - Greece, Ireland, Portugal and Spain - by 
financ ing  pro jects o f  tw o  types: tran sp o rt in fras truc tu re  and pro jects concerned w ith  th e  env ironm ent.

U rban: This is one  o f  th e  fo u r  C om m unity  In itia tives w h ich  w ill ope ra te  in 2000-2006. Its w o rk  focuses on th e  econom ic and 
social regenera tion  o f  to w n s  and urban areas in d iff ic u lty  to  p ro m o te  sustainable urban deve lopm ent. Its fu n d in g  fo r  2000- 
2006 w ill to ta l EUR 700 m illio n . The o th e r th ree  In itia tives are Leader+ (ru ra l deve lopm ent), Equal (equal opportun ities) 
and In te rreg  (cross-border, transna tiona l and in te rreg iona l cooperation).
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Rua da Escola Politécnica. 135 
P -1250-100 L.sboa Codex 
Tel. (351)213 94 57 00 
Fax (351)213 94 57 50 
E-mail: spoce@ incm.pi 
URL: http://www.mcm.pt

SUOMI/FINLAND

A kateem inen K irjakauppa/ 
Akadem iska Bokhandeln
Keskuskatu 1/Centralgatan 1 
P L P B  128
FIN-00101 Helsinki/Helsinqfors 
P./tfn (358-9) 121 44 18 
F..Tax (358-9) 121 44 35 
Sähköposii: sps@akateeminen.com 
URL: http:-Vwww.akateeminen.com

SVERIGE

BTJ AB
Traktorvagen 11-13 
S-221 82 Lund 
T il. (46-46) 18 00 00 
Fax (46-46) 30 79 47 
E-post: btjeu-pub@bt|.se 
URL: http://www.btj.se

UNITED KINGDOM

The S ta tione ry O ffice  Ltd
Customer Services
PO Box 29
Norwich NR3 1GN
Tel. (44) 870 60 05-522
Fax (44) 870 60 05-533
E-mail: book.orders@ theso.co.uk
URL: http:.Vwww.itsofficial.net

ISLAND

Bokabud Larusar B londa l
Skólavördustig. 2 
IS-101 Reykjavik 
Tel (354)552 55 40 
Fax (354) 552 55  60 
E-mail: bokabud@ simnei.is

NORGE

Sw ets B lackw e ll AS
Ostenjoveien 18
Boks 6512 Etterstad
N-0606 Oslo
Tel. (47) 22 97 45 00
Fax (47) 22 97 45 45
E-mail: info@ no.swetsblackwell.com

SCHWEIZ-SUISSE/SVIZZERA

Euro  In fo  C enter Schweiz
c/o OSEC
Stampfenbachsiraße 85 
PF 492
CH-8035 Zurich 
Tel. (41-1)365 53 15 
Fax (41-1) 365 54 11 
E-mail: eics@osec.ch 
URL: http://www.osec.ch/eics

BÁLGARIJA

E urop ress  Eurom edia Ltd
59, btvd Vitosha 
BG-1000 Sofia 
Tel. (359-2) 980 37 66 
Fax (359-2) 980  42 30 
E-mail: Milena@mbox.ci1.bg 
URL: http://www.europress.bg

ÓESKÁ REPUBLIKA

ÚVIS
odd. Pubhkaci 
Havelkova 22 
CZ-130 00  Praha 3 
Tel. (420-2) 22 72 07  34 
Fax (420-2) 22 71 57 38 
URL; http://www.uvis.cz

CYPRUS

C yprus Cham ber o f Com m erce and Industry
PO Box 21455 
CY-1509 Nicosia 
Tel. (357-2)88 97  52 
Fax (357-2)66 10 44 
E-mail: demetrap@ ccci.org.cy

EESTI

Eesti Kaubandus-ToOstuskoda
(Estonian Chamber of Commerce and Industry)
Toom-Kooli 17
EE-10130 Tallinn
T e l.(372 )646  02 44
F a x (372)646 02  45
E-mail: einfo@koda.ee
URL: http://www koda.ee

HRVATSKA

Mediatrade Ltd
Pavla Hatza i 
HR -10000 Zagreb
Tel. (385-1)481 94 11 
Fax (385-1)481 94 11

MAGYARORSZAG

Euro  In fo  Service
Szt. István krt 12 
II em ele i 1/A 
PO Box 1039 
H-1137 Budapest 
Tel (36-1)329 21 70 
Fax (36-1)349 20 53 
E-mail: euroinfo@ euroinfo.hu 
URL: h1tp://www.euroinfo.hu

MALTA

M ille r D is tr ib u to rs  Ltd
Malta International Airport 
PO Box 25 
Luqa LOA 05 
Tel. (356) 66 44 88 
Fax (356)67 67 99 
E-mail: gwirth@usa.nel

POLSKA

Ars Polona
Krakowskie Przedmiescie 7
S kr pocztowa 1001
PL-00-950 Warszawa
Tel. (48-22) 826 12 01
Fax (48-22) 826 62 40
E-mail: books l l9@ arspoiona.com.pl

ROMÀNIA

Eurom edia
Str.Diomsie Lupu nr. 65, sector 1
RO-70184 Bucuresti
Tel. (40-1)315 44 03
Fax (40-1) 312 96 46
E-mail: euromedia@mailcity.com

SLOVAKIA

Centrum  VTI SR
Nám. Slobody. 19 
SK-81223 Bratislava 
Tel. (421-7) 54 41 83 64 
Fax (421-7) 54 41 83 64 
E-mail: europ@ tbb1.sllk.stuba.sk 
URL: http://www.sltk.stuba.sk

SLOVENIJA

G ospodarsk i V estn ik
Dunajska cesta 5 
SLO-1000 Ljubljana 
Tel. (386)613 09 16 40 
Fax (386) 613 09 16 45 
E-mail: europ@ gvestnik.si 
URL: http://www.gvestnik.si

TÙRKIYE

D im ya In fo te l AS
100. Yii Mahal lessi 34440
TR-80050 Bagcilar-istanbul
Tel. (90-212) 629 46 89
Fax (90-212) 629 46 27
E-mail: infotel @ dunya-gazete com .ir

ARGENTINA

W orld  P u b lica tions  SA
Av. Cordoba 1877 
C l 120 AAA Buenos Aires 
Tel (54-11)48 15 81 56 
Fax (54-11)48 1581 56 
E-mail: wpbooks@ inlovia.com.ar 
URL: http://www.wpbooks.com.ar

AUSTRALIA

H unter P ub lications
PO Box 404
Abbotsford. Victoria 3067 
Tel. (61-3) 94 17 53 61 
Fax (61-3)94  19 71 54
E-mail: jpdavies@ozemail.com.au

BRESIL

L iv ra ria  Camoes
Rua Bittencourt da  Silva. 12 C 
CEP
20043-900 Rio de Janeiro
Tel. (55-21)262 47 76
Fax (55-21) 262 47 76
E-mail: iivrana.cam oes0m cm .com .br
URL: htipv/www.incm.com.br

CANADA

Les é d itio n s  La L iberté  Inc.
3020, chemm Sainte-Foy 
Sainte-Foy. Québec G1X 3V6 
Tel. (1-418)658 37 63 
Fax ( 1 -800) 567 54 49
E-mail: liberte6m ediom .qc.ca

R enouf P u b lish ing  Co. Ltd
5369 Chemin Canotek Road. Unit 1
Ottawa. Ontario K1J  9J3
Tel. (1-613) 745 26  65
Fax (1-613) 74 5 76 60
E-mail order.dept@renoufbooks.com
URL. http:.'Vwww.renoufbooks.com

EGYPT

The M iddle E ast Observer
41 Sherif Street 
Cairo
Tel. (20-2) 392 69 19 
Fax (20-2) 393 97 32 
E-mail: inquiry@meobserver.com 
URL: http .Vwww.meobserver.com.eg

INDIA

EBIC India
3rd Floor. Y. B. Chavan Centre 
Gen J. Bhosaie Marg.
Mumbai 400 021 
Tel. (91-22) 282 60 64 
Fax (91-22) 285 45 64 
E-mail: ebicindia8vsnl.com  
URL: http://www.ebicindia.com

JAPAN

PSI-Japan
Asahi Sanbancho Plaza «206 
7-1 Sanbancho, Chiyoda-ku 
Tokyo 102
Tel. (81-3) 32 34 69 21 
Fax (81-3) 32 34 69  15 
E-mail books@psi-|apan co.jp 
URL: http://www.psi-japan.co.jp

MALAYSIA

EBIC M alaysia
Suite 45.02. Level 45 
Plaza MBf (Letter Box 45) 
8 Jalan Yap Kwan Seng 
50450 Kuala Lumpur 
Tel. (60-3) 21 62 92 98 
Fax (60-3) 21 62 61 98 
E-mail: ebic@tm.net.my

MEXICO

M und i Prensa M éxico. SA  de CV
Rio Pánuco. 141
Colonia Cuauhtémoc
MX-06500 Mexico, DF
Tel. (52-5) 533 56 58
Fax (52-5)514 67 99
E-mail: 101545.236i@ compuserve.com

PHILIPPINES

EBIC Ph ilipp ines
19th Floor. PS Bank Tower
Sen. Gil J. Puyat Ave cor. Tindalo St.
Makati City
Metro Manilla
Tel. (63-2) 759 66 80
Fax (63-2) 759 66 90
E-mail: eccpcom@ globe.com.ph
URL: htlp://www eccp.com

SOUTH AFRICA

E urocham ber o f C om m erce In S outh  A frica
PO  Box 781738
2146 Sandton
Tel. (27-11)884 39 52
Fax (27-11)883 55 73
E-mail: info@eurochamber.co.za

SOUTH KOREA____________________

T he  European Union C ham ber o f 
C om m erce in  Korea
51h Fl, The Shilla Hotel
202. Jangchung-dong 2 Ga. Chung-ku
Seoul 100-392
T e l (82-2) 22 53-5631/4
Fax (82-2) 22 53-5635''6
E-mail eucck@eucck.org
URL: http:7www.eucck.org

SRI LANKA

EBIC S ri Lanka
Trans Asia Hotel 
115 Sir Chittampalam 
A. Gardiner Mawatha 
Colombo 2
Tel. (94-1)074 71 50 78 
Fax (94-1) 44 87 79 
E-mail: ebicsl@slnet.ik

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA_________

Bernan Assoc ia tes
4611 -F Assembly Drive
Lanham MD 20706-4391
Tel. (1-800) 274 44 47 (toll free telephone)
Fax (1-800) 865 34 50 (toil free fax)
E-mail: query@bernan.com 
URL http://www.bernan.com

ANDERE LANDER/OTHER COUNTRIES'
AUTRES PAYS____________________________

B itte  w enden S ie s ich  an e in  Büro  Ihrer
W ahl/P lease con tact the  sa les  o ffice  of
yo u r cho ice /V eu illez  vous adresse r au
bureau de ven te  de vo tre  cho ix
Office for Official Publications o f the European
Communities
2. rue Mercier
L-2985 Luxembourg
Tel. (352) 29  29-42455
Fax (352) 29  29-42758
E-mail: m1o-info-opoce@cec.eu.int
URL: http://eur-op.eu.int
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