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Abstract

Since the first observation in September 2005 o f Gammarus tigrinus in Brittany (W estern France), the species’ range has 
expanded slowly. By September 2008, the range o f G. tigrinus expanded > 6 3 .6  km to the North and 60.4 km to the West o f that 
observed in 2005. G. tigrinus is thought to  be responsible for the replacem ent o f native Gammarus pulex. The relatively slow 
expansion rate o f G. tigrinus in Brittany may result from either a low frequency o f ship traffic, a known vector for the species, or 
from the species’ slow acclim atisation to brackish waters. A number o f  simulated invasion scenarios are presented for the future 
dispersal o f G. tigrinus in Brittany.
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The first record in Europe of the North American 
amphipod Gammarus tigrinus Sexton, 1939, a 
native of the east coast of (Bousfield 1958; van 
Maren 1978), was from the British Islands in 
1931 (Sexton 1939). However the species 
probably arrived in Europe earlier (Hynes 1955) 
via ballast water exchanges in estuaries during 
the First World War by ships from the east coast 
of North America. The dispersal of G. tigrinus to 
rivers in other parts of Europe was accelerated 
by the species’ intentional release as food for 
fish during 1957 into the salt-polluted rivers 
Werra and Weser in Germany (Schmitz 1960). 
During the same period, G. tigrinus were 
transported by ships to the Netherlands from 
Northern Ireland in 1960 (Nijssen and Stock 
1966). The dispersal of G. tigrinus to other parts 
of Northern Europe has clearly been assisted by 
ship traffic and it has since become the dominant 
freshwater amphipod in the Netherlands

(Pinkster 1977; Pinkster et al. 1992), with 
established populations in numerous areas, e.g. 
British Isles (Gledhill et al. 1993), the Baltic 
coast (Szaniawska et al. 2003; Jazdzewski et al. 
2004), and Russia (Berezina 2007).

G. tigrinus was first recorded in North-Eastern 
France in 1991 (Dhur 1993) in the River 
Moselle, an oligohaline tributary of the River 
Rhine. Since then, the species has dispersed 
rapidly via canals that connected other river 
catchments, such as the rivers Saône and Rhone 
(in 1995; Fraget 2003) and in the upper Loire 
River (in 2003; Bollache et al. 2004). G. tigrinus 
was first reported along the Southern coast of 
Brittany in 2005 (Piscart et al. 2007), an area 
that was only recently colonised. G. tigrinus was 
observed in brackish and fresh waters where two 
native amphipod species (Gammarus pulex  
(Linneaus 1758), Gammarus zaddachi Sexton 
1912) had been observed in the 1960s,
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suggesting that the North American invader had 
displaced to two native species (Gras and 
Maasen 1971). G. tigrinus demonstrates great 
environmental plasticity, which is evident in its 
ability to maintain populations in fresh waters 
several hundred kilometres from oligohaline 
waters. In view of this, Piscart et al. (2007) 
hypothesized that G. tigrinus is likely to invade 
most of the lentic waters of Brittany, expanding 
from its current distribution in the River Vilaine 
to the West via the ‘Nantes à Brest’ canal and to 
the North via the ‘Ule et Ranee’ canal. The aim 
of the present study was to: 1) describe the range 
extension of G. tigrinus in Brittany, 2) estimate 
the colonization velocity in rivers, and 3) 
propose possible future scenarios of the species’

dispersal. The monitoring of this species in 
Brittany is important because of the presence of 
several large harbours in this part of France, 
which may promote the extension of this species 
worldwide.

The distribution of amphipods was examined 
in September 2008 at sixteen sites on the River 
Vilaine and the Nantes à Brest canal where G. 
tigrinus was found in February 2005 (Figure 1). 
At each site, vegetation, stones and leaf litter (if 
present) were sampled to obtain a good 
estimation of the species density. At least 30 
individuals were picked up on the field and 
stored in 96% ethanol. Water conductivity (at 
25°C) was measured at each site using a portable 
apparatus Cond 330i (WTW™, Germany).

Figure 1. Distribution map of G. tigrinus in February 2005 (grey area) according to Piscart et al. (2007) and in September 2008. The 
size o f dots is proportional to the percentage of G. tigrinus relative to the native species G. pulex

Species were identified using the taxonomic keys 
of Karaman and Pinkster (1977) and Gledhill et 
al. (1993). Biogeographical analyses were 
undertaken using ArcGIS v9.0 (ESRI, 2005) to 
draw the species distributions and to compute 
distances between sites colonized in 2005 and 
sites newly colonized in 2008.

As hypothesised by Piscart et al. (2007), we 
observed a clear range extension of G. tigrinus in 
the River Vilaine and the ‘Nantes à Brest’ canal 
(Figure 1), with the species observed at three 
new locations in the River Vilaine and seven in 
the ‘Nantes à Brest’ canal (Figure 1). At these 
new locations, the relative abundance of
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G. tigrinus (with regard to total amphipod 
numbers) ranged from 3.7 % at its Northern limit 
in the River Vilaine to 100% in sites located 
close to the species’ previous 2005 range limit, 
where it has displaced the native G. pulex  
(Annex 1). The upstream colonization distances 
during the last 3.5 years were similar in the 
‘Nantes à Brest’ Canal and in the River Vilaine 
(60.4 and 63.6 km, respectively), being on 
average 17.7 ± 2.3 km.year"1 (both locations 
combined). If this velocity is maintained in the 
close future, then most large waterways can be 
expected to have been invaded by G. tigrinus in 
the next 10 years (Figure 2).

We don’t have a clear explanation to the 
replacement of the native G. pulex  in Brittany, 
but previous studies realized in the Netherlands 
(Pinkster et al. 1977) and in Northern Ireland 
(Dick 1996) highlighted the role of the higher 
reproductive rate of G. tigrinus and its predation 
on juveniles and females G. pulex. However, the 
rate at which G. tigrinus is colonising Brittany is 
relatively slow compared to that of North- 
Eastern France, i.e. the combined catchments of 
the rivers Saône and Moselle between 1991 and 
1995 encompass > 500 km (Fraget et al. 2003). 
The spread of G. tigrinus in Brittany (i.e. 17.7 
Km per year) is also reduced compared to the
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Figure 2. Simulated range extension o f G. tigrinus in the main waterways o f Brittany in the next 10 years. Numbers correspond to 
the limit o f  colonization at different dates

spread of 40 km per year observed in the Rhine 
River by Pinkster et al. (1977). The extension of 
G. tigrinus in Europe is mainly linked to 
commercial ship traffic (Jazdzewski 1980), but 
this vector appears to be of little importance in 
Brittany, and in particular the River Vilaine, 
where there is relatively little ship traffic 
(mainly tourism). This contrasts the ‘Nantes à 
Brest’ canal and the eastern part of France, 
where commercial ship traffic is much more 
intensive.

Another explanation for the slow rate of 
freshwater invasions in Brittany may be related 
to the origin of the founder population. The 
Eastern part of France was invaded by a 
freshwater tolerant strain of G. tigrinus (Kelly et 
al. 2006), which has inhabited inland waters 
since 1960 (Nijssen and Stock 1966). Whereas, 
the distribution and dispersal of G. tigrinus in 
Brittany since 2005 suggests a recent 
introduction to the region, probably via the Saint 
Nazaire harbour (River Loire estuary; Figure 1),
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from a brackish water origin (e.g. ballast water 
transfer). G. tigrinus of brackish origin would be 
expected, initially, to spread slowly into fresh 
waters, with an increased dispersal rate once the 
population has adapted to the lower salinity 
levels (Kelly et al. 2006).

Acknowledgements

We thank two anonymous referees for their 
helpful comments on, and G.H. Copp for 
linguistic editing of the manuscript. This study 
was supported by the PAPIER project of the 
ECosphére Continentale 2005 programme and 
the InBioProcess project (ANR-06-BDIV-007- 
InBioProcess (2007-2010) of the Biodiversity 
2006 programme of the National Research 
Agency (Agence Nationale de la Recherche, 
ANR).’

References

Berezina NA (2007) Invasions o f alien amphipods 
(Amphipoda: Gammaridea) in aquatic ecosystems of 
North-Western Russia: pathways and consequences. 
Hydrobiologia 590: 15-29 

Bollache L, Devin S, Wattier R, Chovet M, Beisel JN, 
Moreteau JC, Rigaud T (2004) Rapid range extension of 
the Ponto-Caspian amphipod Dikerogammarus villosus 
in France: potential consequences. Archiv für
Hydrobiologie 160: 57-66 

Bousfield EL (1958) Fresh-water glaciated amphipod 
crustaceans o f glaciated North America. Canadian Field 
Naturalist 72: 55-113 

Dhur G (1993) Etude des espèces d'invertébrés immigrées ou 
introduites dans la Moselle luxembourgeoise et les 
écosystèmes aquatiques qui en dépendent. Historique et 
répartition actuelle, Mémoire de stage pédagogique du 
Lycée Classique d'Echternach, Echternach, Luxembourg. 

Dick JTA (1996) Post-invasion amphipod communities of 
Lough Neagh, Northern Ireland: influences o f habitat 
selection and mutual predation. Journal o f Animal 
Ecology 65: 756-767 

Esri (2005) http ://www.esri. com
Fruget JF (2003) Changements environnementaux, dérives 

écologiques et perspectives de restauration du Rhône 
français : bilan de 200 ans d ’influences anthropiques. 
V ertigo 4: 1-17 

Gledhill T, Sutcliff DW, Williams WD (1993) British 
freshwater Crustacea Malacostraca: a key with
ecological notes. Freshwater Biological Association

edition. Freshwater Biological Association, Ambleside, 
Cumbria, UK

Gras JM, Maasen AMJ (1971) Les Gammaridés des eaux 
continentales et saumâtres du Sud-Est de la région 
armoricaine et du nord du bassin d'Aquitaine. Bijdragen 
to t de dierkunde. 41: 52-60 

Hynes HBN (1955) Distribution o f some British freshwater 
Amphipoda in Britain. Verhandlungen Internationale 
Vereinigung für Theoretische und Angevandte 
Limnologie 12: 620-628 

Jazdzewski K (1980) Range extensions o f some gammaridean 
species in European inland waters caused by human 
activity. Crustaceana Supplement 6: 84-107 

Jazdzewski K, Konopacka A, Grabowski M (2004) Recent 
drastic changes in the gammarid fauna (Crustacea, 
Amphipoda) o f  the Vistula River deltaic system in 
Poland caused by alien invaders. Diversity and 
Distributions 10: 81-87 

Karaman GS, Pinkster S (1977) Freshwater Gammarus 
species from Europe, North Africa and adjacent regions 
o f  Asia (Crustacea-Amphipoda) -  Part I Gammarus 
pulex-group and related species. Bijdragen to t de 
dierkunde 47: 1-97 

Kelly DW, Muirhead J, Heath DD, Maclsaac HJ (2006) 
Contrasting patterns in genetic diversity following 
multiple invasions o f fresh and brackish waters. 
Molecular Ecology 15: 3641-3653 

Nijssen H and Stock JH (1966) The amphipod, Gammarus 
tigrinus Sexton, 1939, introduced in the Netherlands 
(Crustacea). Beaufortia 13: 197-206 

Pinkster S, Smit H and Brandse-de Jong N (1977) The 
introduction o f the alien amphipod Gammarus tigrinus 
Sexton, 1939, in the Netherlands and its competition 
with indigenous species. Crustaceana Supplement 4: 91- 
105

Pinkster S, Scheepmaker M, Platvoet D, Broodbaker N (1992) 
Drastic changes in the amphipod fauna (Crustacea) of 
Dutch inland waters during the last 25 years. Bijdragen 
to t de dierkunde 61: 193-204 

Piscart C, Manach A, Copp GH, Marmonier P (2007) 
Distribution and microhabitats o f native and non-native 
gammarids (Amphipoda, Crustacea) in Brittany, with 
particular reference to the endangered endemic sub­
species Gammarus duebeni celticus. Journal of 
Biogeography 34: 524-533 

Schmitz W (1960) Die Einbürgerung von Gammarus tigrinus 
auf dem Europäischen Kontinent. Archiv für 
Hydrobiologie 57: 223-225 

Sexton EW (1939) On a new species o f Gammarus (G. 
tigrinus) from Droitwich District. Journal o f the Marine 
Biological Association UK 23: 543-551 

Szaniawska A, Lapucki T, Normani M (2003) The invasive 
amphipod Gammarus tigrinus Sexton, 1939, in Puck 
Bay. Oceanologia 45: 507-510 

Van Maren MJ (1978) Distribution and ecology of Gammarus 
tigrinus Sexton, 1939 and some other Amphipod 
Crustacea near Beaufort (North Carolina, USA). 
Bijdragen tot de dierkunde 48: 45-56

452

http://www.esri


R a ng e  e x p a n s i o n  o f  G a m m a r u s  t i g r i n u s  in B r i t t a n y

A nnex 1
Locations of sites, water conductivity at 25°C (jaS-cm'1) and the relative abundance (%) of Gammarus species observed in September 
2008 in Brittany, France

City Water course
Location coordinates

Conductivity G. tigrinus G. pulex
Longitude Latitude

Bourg des comptes Vilaine 01°45'37" W 47°55'58" N 440 - 100

Plêchatel Vilaine 01°45'27" W 47°53'56" N 452 3.7 96.3

St Malo de Phily Vilaine 01°46'40" W 47°52'25" N 455 36.4 63.6

Guipry Vilaine 01°49'43" W
00oC

\
■

rt
o

N 472 100 -

Redon Vilaine 02°06'13" W 47°38'09" N 370 100 -

Nivillac Vilaine 02°18'00" W 47°32'02" N 329 100 -

Arzal (upstream the dam) Vilaine 02°23'06" W 47°29'48" N 325 100 -

Peillac Nantes à Brest canal 02°10'09" W 47°43'12" N 311 100 -

St Martin Nantes à Brest canal 02°15'42" W 47°44'43" N 282 84.4 15.6

St Conjard Nantes à Brest canal 02°18'56" W 47°46'11" N 324 9.5 90.5

St Laurent sur Ouste Nantes à Brest canal 02°19'38" W 47°47'36" N 331 - 100

Fégréac Nantes à Brest canal 02°02'48" W 47°34'15" N 376 100 -

Pléssé Nantes à Brest canal 01°54'39" W 47°29'02" N 398 100 -

Nort sur Erdre Nantes à Brest canal 01°32'18" W 47°26'13" N 391 51.4 48.6

Sucé sur Erdre Nantes à Brest canal 01°31'34" W 47°20'21" N 343 100 -

Trignac Bivet 02°11'07" W 47°18'24" N 2,800 100 -
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