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Bases o f m arginal tentacles

1. Aequorea aequorea 2. Aequorea vitrina
3. Aequorea macrodactyla 4. Aequorea pensilis

D iagram m atic draw ing of whole medusa 
5. Aequorea aequorea 6. Aequorea pensilis
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Fam ily Aequoreidae
V ery broad stom ach usually w ithout peduncle; m any simple or branched radial canals; w ith adaxial excretory pores; gonads on radial canals 
separated from stom ach; no m arginal nor lateral c irri; closed m arginal vesicles.

G enus A e q u o r e a  P é ro n  & L esu eu r 

Subum brella surface sm ooth w ithout rows of papillae; num erous simple radial canals.

1. Aequorea aequorea ( F o r s k â l ) .  Saucer-shaped, thick in centre gradually  thinning towards m argin; stom ach usually ha lf w idth o f um brella; 
usually 60-80 radial canals, sometimes fewer or up  to 160; m arginal tentacles usually less num erous th an  radial canals, bu t varying from 
h a lf to twice as m any; m arginal tentacle bulbs elongated; up  to 175 mm in diam eter.

2 . Aequorea vitrina G o s s e .  Saucer-shaped, thick in centre gradually  thinning towards m argin; stom ach about ha lf w idth o f um brella; 6 0 - 1 0 0  

radial canals; m arginal tentacles m ore than  three times as m any as radial canals; m arginal tentacle bulbs elongated; up  to 1 7 0  m m  in diam eter.
3. Aequorea macrodactyla ( B r a n d t ) .  C entral disc lens-shaped, m argin th in ; stom ach h a lf width of um brella; 60-100, up  to 150, rad ia l canals; 

10-30 m arginal tentacles, rarely up  to 40; m arginal tentacle bulbs broad each with abaxial keel; 6-8  times as m any small bulbs; up  to 
75 m m  in  diam eter.

4. Aequorea pensilis ( E s c h s c h o l t z ) .  C entral disc lens-shaped, m argin th in ; stom ach h a lf to two thirds width of um brella; 100-250 radial canals; 
10— 16 m arginal tentacles; m arginal tentacle bulbs w ith long lateral extensions and no abaxial keel; 8-16 times as m any small bulbs; up  to 
100 m m  in diam eter.

Further Inform ation on Identification Distribution Species
1. Aequorea aequorea: M a y e r , 1910, p. 325, PI. 22, figs. 1-4, Text-figs. 186, G ulf o f B o thn ia ...................................................................  —

187 (as A. forskalea)-, K ram p, 1933, p. 593, fig. 63 (as A . forskalea) ; Rus- G ulf of F in lan d ...................................................................  —
s e l l ,  1939, p. 348, figs. 1 a-c, 2 a (as A.forskalea); R u sse ll, 1953, p. 342, Baltic P ro p e r ........................................................................ —
PI. X X X II , figs. 1, 2, Text-fig. 220 A (as A. forskalea); K ram p, 1959, Belt S e a ................................................................................ —-
p. 167, Fig. 234; K ramp, 1961, p. 203. K a tte g a t................................................................................. —•

2. Aequorea vitrina: R u sse ll, 1939, p. 349, fig. Id , e, fig. 2b; R u sse ll, 1953, Skagerak ................................................................................  —
p. 350, PI. X X X II , fig. 3, Text-fig. 220 B; K ramp, 1959, p. 166, fig. 233; N orthern N orth S e a ..........................................................  1
K ramp, 1961, p. 209. Southern N orth S e a ..........................................................  1 ,2

3. Aequorea macrodactyla: B igelow , 1909, p. 174, PI. 36, figs. 5—10; B igelow , English Channel (eastern)...............................................  1, 2
1919, pp. 310, 313, PI. 43, fig. 7; R ussell, 1953, p. 355 in part, PI. English Channel (western) ............................................. 1, 2, 3, 4
X X X III , Text-fig. 220 C, D (as A.pensilis); K ram p, 1953, pp. 294, 397; Bristol Channel and Irish S e a ...................................... 1, 2
K ramp, 1959, p. 167, fig. 235; K ramp, 1961, p. 207. South and W est Ireland and A tlan tic ..........................  1 ,3 ,4 -

4. Aequorea pensilis: B igelow , 1919, p. 311, PI. 42, figs. 3, 4; R u sse ll, 1953, Faroe Shetland A r e a ........................................................ —
p. 355 in  p a r t; K ramp, 1953, p. 295; K ramp, 1959, p. 167, fig. 236; Faroe Iceland A r e a ..........................................................  —
K ramp, 1961, p. 208. Norwegian S e a .................................................................  1

Barents S e a ........................................................................  —
G re e n la n d ..........................................................................  —

R e fe re n c e s  to  w o rk  on  B io lo g y  
(Numbers after references give species referred to)

L e b o u r  (1923), 1; E b b e c k e  (1957), 1.
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