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D uring  the b reed ing season, the non-aggressive Sandw ich Tern Sterna sandvicensis  
form s a close associa tion  w ith m ore aggressive species. In northern Europe, the terns 
always breed in the proxim ity  o f B lack-headed G u ii Larus rid ibundus  co lon ies. The gulls 
o ffe r p ro tection  aga inst predators. The associative nesting w ith the gulls means tha t the 
gulls themselves som etim es rob  a tern egg o r  a ch ick  and steal fish tha t is m eant fo r  the 
tern chicks. The robb ing  behav io u r o f the gulls can have serious consequences fo r  the 
grow th  and survival o f the tern chicks and shape the fo ra g in g  decisions o f th e ir parents. 
Sandw ich Terns are s ingle prey loaders tha t carry the fish one a t a tim e to  th e ir nestlings 
ho ld ing  it crosswise in the b ill. The consp icuously  carry ing o f th e ir prey makes them  easy 
victim s fo r  prey stea ling gulls. As a consequence they are fo rced  to  live w ith the 
consequences o f h igh rates o f food  loss to  k lep toparas itis ing  B lack-headed G u lls . 
A pparen tly , Sandw ich Terns are well adap ted  to  the k lep topa ras itic  behav io u r o f the ir 
associative b reed ing species. If they canno t avo id  the attacks o f the gulls by m oving 
aw ay from  them , they increase the ir fo ra g in g  e ffo rt and com pensate  fo r  these losses. 
A lthough  the terns live in a h igh ly unp red ic tab le  env ironm en t they have evolved several 
specia lism s tha t m ake them  very vu lne rab le :

1) they fo rm  a b reed ing associa tion  w ith B lack-headed G ulls

2) they are very restricted in the ir prey cho ice  and

3) they have a very p a rticu la r hab ita t preference fo r  breed ing

They have evolved a nom ad ic  be h a v io u r tha t is very d iffe ren t from  m ost o the r tern 
species. This flex ib le  behav io u r enables them  to  overcom e po ten tia l d raw backs they 
m ay encoun te r from  the ir specia lism .
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