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To pursue effective policies fo r the coast, a wide variety o f h igh-quality in form ation and 
data is needed. Decision taking and good governance requires a sound scientific base 
in order to assess effects o f policies at ecolog ica l, environmental and socio-econom ic 
level. A  set o f sustainability indicators (SI) can provide an answer in a form at that is 
useful fo r policymakers.

At the European level, Belgium has pioneered the developm ent and im plem entation o f 
a set o f 20  sustainability indicators fo r the coast, under guidance o f the C oordination 
Centre fo r Integrated Coastal Zone M anagem ent (ICZM )-Belgium . In order to provide a 
dynamic and useful instrument, the C oord ina tion  Centre brings the indicators actively 
and repeatedly to the attention o f policy makers and potential end users. To this end, 
an interactive Internet site (www.kustbeheer.be/indicatoren), technical sheets and a 
recurrent publication: 'The Coastal Com pass', are developed. The Internet site gives 
unrestricted access to the data and the background inform ation and is permanently 
actualised with the latest data. The technical sheets contain detailed inform ation on 
each indicator. The 'C oastal Com pass' describes the state o f the Belgian coast, reflects 
trends and phenom ena that can be linked with strategic visions and objectives o f ICZM 
and formulates suggestions fo r a more sustainable approach. O ver 50  scientists 
contributed to the Coastal Compass as an author, lector o r as editoria l staff.

In 2 0 0 6 , a large-scale thorough evaluation o f the ind ica to r set is planned. Firstly the 
method o f working with indicators will be evaluated by means o f a strength weakness 
(SWOT) analysis. Secondly, the indicators themselves will be evaluated. By further 
im proving the set o f indicators, the instrument should fit more closely to the pursued 
policy and can serve as a better tool fo r ICZM.

Several international partnerships also underline the im portance o f indicators. The SAIL 
partnership uses a set o f 45  indicators to visualise the state o f the coast o f the Southern 
North Sea, developed and calculated by Flanders M arine Institute (VLIZ). 
(www.vliz.be/projects/SAIL). This set o f indicators also served as a b lueprint to the list o f 
indicators as approved in Novem ber 2 00 4  by the W orking G roup on Indicators and 
Data, o f the EU ICZM Expert group. The EU-indicators support m em ber states in the 
evaluation o f sustainability in the ir coastal zones and in developing and reporting on 
Coastal Strategies (February 2006).

The dig ital coastal atlas (www.kustatlas.be), integrates these sets o f SI with a direct link 
to coastal policies. It provides in form ation fo r the Belgian coast and the w ider region o f
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the southern North Sea, on themes such as nature, culture, the physical environment,
tourism , Industry, fishery, others...The website Is availab le In English, French, German
and Dutch.
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