
T H E  B E L G I A N  A N T A R C T I C  E X P E D I T I O N

T h e S ociété  R o y a le  B elge ile  G eograp h ie, o f  B russels, through w h ose  
efforts th e  Belgica  w as equipped a n d  d isp atch ed  in search  o f  th e  Smith  
P ole, h a s  p u b lish ed  th e  p relim in ary  report o f  C aptain  De G erlache on  
th e  resu lts o f  th e  e x p e d it io n . A  fter le a v in g  P u n ta  A renas, D< tv in b er 14, 
18117, the  Belgica  k ep t on  south  ward, and  w ith o u t a n y  in c id en t e x c e p t  
th e  loss o f  a  few  d a y s, caused  b y  grou n d ing  on a su b m erged  rock near 
L npidaïa , reach ed  H u g h es b ay Jan u ary  ¿4. T h ree w eeks w ere then  
p assed  in  ex p lo r in g  th is  bay  in every  d irection , and a lso  in in vestiga tin g  
a  strait d iscovered  b e tw e e n  th e  lands tow ard th e  east and  a large p en in 
su la , w h ich  th ey  tem p o ra r ily  ca lled  P alm er arch ip elago .

T h ey  en tered  th e  P acific  F ebruary 12 an d  soon  m ade o u t in  th e  d is
tan ce  A lex a n d er  .1 L and , b u t  as an im p en etrab le  ice-floe p reven ted  an a p 
proach , ch a n g ed  th e ir  cou rse  to  th e  west,. T w o w eek s later, w h en  at. 70° 
20' sou th  b y  8.i° w est, a v io len t northeast w in d  opened  lip  d eep  c h a n 
n e ls  in  th e  pack , so  th a t, a lth o u g h  th e  season  w as very  far ad van ced , the  
occasion  seem ed  favorab le to  co n tin u e  on  tow ard  th e  so u th . T h e  d a n 
gers o f  a  w in ter  in th e  A n ta rctic  zon e w ere e v id e n t, b u t, on  th e  o th er  
h an d , i f  cau gh t in th e  ice  and  u n ab le  to  regain  th e  op en  sea, th e y  m ig h t  
d r ift  to  a h ig h  la titu d e  and  p erh a p s w in ter  near new  hinds. On March 
3, se e in g  th e  a b so lu te  im p o ssib ility  o f  co n tin u in g  farther, th e y  pu l th e  
h elm  about, and  d u r in g  th e  few  fo llo w in g  d a y s  d r ifted  sev en  or e ig h t  
m ile s  in  th e  m id st o f  a  com p act m ass o f  ice. B y M arch 10 th e  Belgica 
w as co m p lete ly  b locked , as th e  ca k es o f  ice w h ich  su rroun d ed  lier  had 
w eld ed  to g e th er  and  form ed nii im p en etrab le  field .

B eg in n in g  w ith  th e  la tter  h a lf  o f  th e  m o n th  o f  M arch th e  cold  becam e  
v ery  sh arp  becau se  o f  th e  w in d s from th e  so u th . T h e tem perntu ip , h o w 
ever , w as d ep en d en t u p on  th e  d irection  o f  t he w in d , for w in d s from  th e  
so u th  b ro u g h t clear, sh arp  w ea th er , w h ile  th o se  from  th e  n o r th —th a t  
is , from  th e  o cea n —a lm o st a lw a y s m ea n t clou d s and m ist an d  n tem pera
ture a b o u t zero C ., and  so m etim es e v e n  h igh er. T h e  d r ift  also w as a 
direct fu n ction  o f  th e  w ind . T h e  a sp e c t  o f  th e  pack ch an ged  con tin u a lly  ; 
tho u g h  for th e  m o st part very  com pact, a t tim es great gaps and ch a n 
n e ls  w ou ld  op en  and e x te n d  for m ile s, b u t th e  sh ip , im prison ed  in  n wall 
o f  ice. could  n o t g a in  th em . By M ay 31) th ey  had d rifted  to latitu d e 71° 
36" by 87° 3 9 ', a p p aren tly  th e  farth est p o in t so u th  ga in ed  by th e  e x p e d i
t io n . D u rin g  th e  w in ter  sn ow storm s freq u en tly  m ade a ll w ork  our. o f  
doors im p ossib le  ; a lso  th e  treacherous ch aracter o f  th e  ice-floe  and th e  
v io len ce  o f  th e  g u sts  o f  w ind  p reven ted  an y  lon g  excursion  upon th e  ice. 
T h e  su n  se t  on  M ay 17 and  d id  n o t rise  aga in  u n til J u ly  24. T h e  sea ls  
and  p en g u in s , w ith o u t e v e r  b e in g  very  n u m erous in th e  im m ed iate  
n eig h b o rh o o d  o f  th e  v esse l, co n stitu ted  th e  m ain  part o f  th e  crew 's fare 
du rin g  th e  last, m o n th s o f  w in ter, a n d  th is  fresh  food n o t a  litt le  con 
tr ib uted  to  m ain ta in  th e ir  good  h ea lth , w h ich , e x c e p t  d u r in g  th e  polar  
n ig h t, w as e x ce llen t.
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In O ctober, ISOS, an o u tle t  op en ed  about GOO m eters distant,, b u t im 
m ed ia te ly  around th e  sh ip  th e  floe con tin u ed  u nbroken . As sum m er  
v a s  p assin g  very  q u ick ly  and a second w in ter  seem ed  im m in en t, a t th e  
b eg in n in g  o f  J a n u a ry , 185)9, D e  Cieriache d eterm in ed  to  d ig  a canai 
to  th is  o u tle t. T he m easu rem en ts m ade b y  th e  so u n d in g  lin e  in 
d icated  an  average th ic k n ess o f  ice  o f  o n e  m eter, b u t around th e  vessel 
i t  ex ceed ed  tw o m eters. S o m e th in g  like 2.000 to 3,000 cub ic m eters o f  ice  
w ere  e x ca v a ted , an d  th is  w ork, in w h ich  every  o n e  took part, lasted  for 
th r ee  w eeks. B y  F ebruary there o n ly  rem ained  th e  b lock s im i.uedial.ely  
adjacent to th e  B elgica , but th e  pressure in creased ; th e  canal ju s t  com 
p leted  con tracted , an d  at th e  sa m e tim e th e  ou tle t in w h ich  it  en d ed  closed  
up. E lev e n  daya  later, h ow ev er , th e  pack op en ed  su ffic ien tly  for th em  to  
a d v an ce fifteen or s ix te e n  m iles tow ard th e  north , w h en  th ey  w ere aga in  
b lock ed . But th e  dark  sk y  in th e  north  and th e  percep tib le  sw e llin g  o f  
th e  sea  w ere a  sure sig n  th a t in th is  d irection  th e re  w as a grand e x p a n se  
o f  w ater, and  p erhaps th e  op en  sea. D u rin g  th e  w in ter  th e  B elgica  h ad  
o n ly  o n ce  suffered  dangerous pressure; o n ly  for a  few  m om en ts had  sh e  
o v er  been  in danger, but now  co n tin u a lly  b attered  by th e  great b locks  
o f  ice  w edged  a g a in st her b y  th e  sw e llin g  sea , th e  litt le  v esse l w as in a  
very  dangerous situ a tion . F ortu n a te ly , th e  pack opened again  March 
14, and  th is  t im e  th e y  w ere ab le  to ga in  th e  op en  se a  and return  to  
D ilu ta  A renas.

C aptain  I)e  fier la cb e  con clu d es h is  rep o rta s fo llow s: U pon ou r escap e
from t h e  pack , w e w ere ab ou t 1030, w est lo n g itu d e , so  th a t th e  gen era l 
drift, w as foun d  to b e  IS0 tow ard th e  west by a b o u t 70° SK average la t i
tu d e . W e had seen  no sign s o f  th e  lam i g iv en  in  th e  charts a t 70° sou th  
an d  100° w est. It is  furtherm ore w orth y  o f  rem ark th a t our d riftin g , 
w h ic h  w as a lm o st as rapid tow ard th e  sm ith  before th e  north  w in d  u s i t  
had  b een  tow ard th e  north before t h e  south  w in d , as w ell as th e  so u n d 
in gs w h ich  w e  m ade w h en ev er  th e  w eather p erm itted , carries several 
d egrees tow ard  th e  sou th  th e  hypot h etical contours o f  the  austral c o n ti
n en t in  th is  p art o f  th e  A ntarctic  zone. D uring th is  w in ter , th e  first th a t  
has been passed in th e  m id st o f  austral ice, w e w ere ab le to  c o n d u ct sa tis
factory m agn etic  op era tion s, to  lb rm a u  im p ortan t series o f  m eteoro log ica l 
jiolar ob servation s, an d  to  m ake a  good co llection  o f  sp ec im en s o f  p ela g ic  
and abyssa l fauna, as w ell as o f  sp ec im en s o f  su b m a rin e  d ep o sit.”

C O R R E C T I O N

A x error in the  ob ituary  sk e tch  o f  P rofessor O. C. M arsh in  the  M ay  
n u m b er o f  th e  M agazine (page 18! ) ,  regrettab le in i t s e lf  an d  u n ju st to  an  
ed u cational in stitu tio n  w h e n c e  several d ist in g u ish ed  geographers h ave  
b een  sent, forth, requires correction . “  T h e  P h illip a -E x eter  A cad em y at  
A n d o v e r ”  sh o u ld  read (he P hillips A cadem y ai Andover. T h e  error w as 
u n th in k in g ly  transcribed  from th e u su ally  accurate Scientific A m erican , 
vol. Ix x x , page 201.
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