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Introduction
The province o f W est-Flanders is, in co -ope ra tion  with the ministry o f the Flemish com m unity, involved in 
several Integrated Coastal Zone M anagem ent (ICZM) initiatives. Their a im  is to establish a co-ord ination 
centre fo r IC ZM , to play a role in influencing ICZM  policy and to set up a strategy fo r ICZM.

W hat is ICZM?
Integrated coastal zone m anagem ent (ICZM) is defined as 'a  dynam ic, continuous and iterative process 
designed to prom ote  sustainable m anagem ent o f coastal zones'. O ve r the long-te rm , ICZM  seeks to 
balance benefits from  econom ic deve lopm ent and human use o f the coastal zone, the benefits from 
protecting, preserving, and restoring coastal zones, the social benefits fo r the coasta l populations and its 
visitors, and the benefits from  pub lic  access to and enjoym ent o f the coastal zone, all w ithin the limits set 
by natural dynamics and carrying capacity. In this approach the conservation and im provem ent o f the 
eco log ica l va lue w ill be linked to sustainable explo ita tion o f natural resources.
Key words in ICZM  are consultation and partic ipa tion  o f all relevant actors in the coastal zone.

Do we need an integrated approach?
The anth ropogen ic  and hum an activities in the coastal zone cause a high pressure on the coastal system. 
Recreation, sports, tourism , nature conservation, coastal defence, m ilita ry activities, fisheries, agriculture, 
ha rbour related activities, econom ic activities, sh ipping, etc. all seek the ir p lace in the small strip of our 
coastal zone (65 km). To a llow  a ll these activities, there is an urgent need to analyse the future visions 
and developm ents o f a ll activities and sectors together, this means in an integrated way. A critical 
reflection should be m ade how these activities can develop in a sustainable way.

W hat do we w ant to accomplish with ICZM?
■ stim ulate the sustainable use o f space and natural resources
■ solve conflicts in (use of) the coastal zone
■ prom ote strategic p lann ing in the coastal zone
■ create awareness fo r the need fo r ICZM

ICZM in Belgium
Conflicts in the Belgian coastal zone can be divided in six main categories: conflicts in terms of:
(1) spatial use and fragm entation  o f open space;
(2) decline in quality o f nature, environm ent and landscape;
(3) pressure caused by tourism  and recreation;
(4) visual im pact caused by infrastructures;
(5) transport problem s (traffic jams, etc.);
(6) insuffic ient guarantee fo r safety and good quality o f life.
Despite several C ZM  initiatives in Belgium there is no ICZM strategy yet. First several barriers must be 
broken.
Priority barriers are:
■ there is no fo rm a l structure (responsible) fo r IC ZM ;
■ the com petencies are dispersed over several policy levels and sectors;
■ there is no legal fram e fo r coastal m anagem ent;
■ there is a lack o f m on itoring  o f param eters in the coastal zone;
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■ there is a strong sectoral approach and p lann ing ;
■ there is a lack o f co -o rd ina tion , consu ltation and com m unication;
■ there is no p lann ing  at sea.

Initiatives a t European and in terna tional level w ill hopefu lly help to stim ulate Belgium  in drawing up a 
future plan fo r ICZM.
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