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H olo thurians, the order o f the A sp idoch iro tida  in particu lar, are co llected en masse in the littoral waters 
o f the western Indian O cean . As these unregulated practices result in p lum m eting stocks, there is an 
urgent need fo r appropria te  conservation and m anagem ent plans. However, the problems associated 
w ith insufficient, often w rong, taxonom ical and systematical docum enta tion , ham per comprehension of 
the structure, function, history and future o f this im portant b io log ica l group.

In depth sam pling at two accessible regions (Kenya and Kw aZuluN ata l, Republic o f South Africa) 
com bined w ith literature surveys (with the help o f the Flanders M arine  Data and Inform ation Centre) 
a llows us to draw  a clearer p icture on today's holothurian biodiversity.

As a natural outcom e o f o u r taxo-systematical work, we are beg inning to  find  the answers to im portant 
b iogeog raph ica l questions like 'H ow  did the species o f the western Indian O cean  get there?1

However, a lthough  taxonom y and systematics help us to orden the wealth o f d ifferent species into an 
usable system, a com plete causal picture cannot be extracted from  this work. As a consequence, our 
future research w ill be d irected at e lluc idating  the ways o f evolution (phylogeny) o f the d ifferent taxa, both 
over tim e and space.
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