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Nannopetersius mutambuei
(Characiformes: Alestidae),
a new species from the Inkisi River basin,
Democratic Republic of Congo

Soleil Wamuini Lunkayilakio* ** and Emmanuel Vreven***

Nannopetersius mutambuei, new species, is described from the Inkisi River basin (Lower Congo, Democratic Re-
public of Congo). It is distinguished from its congeners by the following combination of characters: 28-30 lateral-
line scales; 5%-6% scales between lateral line and dorsal-fin origin; caudal peduncle longer than deep (length
135.7-151.7 % of its depth); 21-23 branched anal-fin rays; 10-13 gili rakers on ceratobranchial of first branchial
arch; snoutlength 26.6-29.2 % HL; eye diameter 31.7-39.6 % HL and a black longitudinal band present in preserved
specimens but absent in living specimens.

Une nouvelle espéce, Nannopetersius mutambuei, est décrite du bassin de 1’Inkisi (Bas-Congo; République Dé-
mocratique du Congo). Cette nouvelle espéce se distingue de ses congénéres par: 28-30 écailles sur la ligne
latérale; 5%-6% écailles entre la ligne latérale et 1’origine de la caudale; un pédoncule caudal plus long que haut
(longueur 135,7-151,7 % de sa hauteur); 21-23 rayons branchus a 1’anale; 10-13 branchiospines sur le cerato-
branchial du premier arc branchial; le museau d 'une longueur de 26,6-29,2 % de la longueur de la téte, le diame-
tre de 1’oeil de 31,7-39,6 % de la longueur de la téte et une ligne longitudinale noire présente chez les spécimens
préservés, mais absente chez les spécimens vivants.

Introduction

The family Alestidae contains about 110 species
of small to moderately-sized fishes that are
largely distributed throughout much of sub-Sa-
haran tropical Africa (Paugy & Schaefer, 2007).
The family was initially included as a subfamily

ofthe Characidae. However, nowadays the mono-
phyly and the family level classification of the
Alestidae are well established (see Buckup, 1998;
Calcagnotto et al., 2005; Hubert et al., 2005a,b).
Although Paugy & Schaefer (2007) also rejected
the former subfamily level classification of the
Alestidae, they maintained the present arrange-
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