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ICZM is facing a an unprecedented period o f  uncerta in ty and vulnerability , result ing not 
on ly  from external g lobal drivers tha t are destroying old certainties, but also from 
intensified policy ‘com p e t i t io n ’ in the coastal space. These problems are compounded by 
ICZM’s own fundamenta l inadequacies and weaknesses. Paradoxically, ICZM has amassed 
an arm oury o f  practical tools, scientif ic techniques and many o f  the policy instruments it 
needs, along with long experience. Unfortunate ly  however, ICZM’s modern political profile 
and status is weak, its benefits are il l-defined, and it lacks a clear, simple and transferable 
process. Simply, the status quo is not an option i f  ICZM is to  survive.

The tim e has come fo r a revitalized ICZM -  an ¡CZM2.0 - tha t is po lit ica lly  robust and 
legitimate, coherent in its outcomes, and w ith  a clear roadmap o f  how to  achieve them.

The architecture o f  a new ¡CZM2.0 model is proposed based on f irs t principles, along with 
a work ing  ‘beta ’ version in real-time. These principles include: a clear and unambiguous 
defin it ion  o f  the geographical d imensions o f  the coastal zone tha t encompasses both the 
marine and terrestria l space, along w ith  a recognit ion o f  ICZM’s status as the overrid ing 
policy space w ith in  which other instruments operate w ith in  the coastal zone. The fu ture 
¡CZM2.0 will also have a legal basis at multip le  governance levels - provid ing a coherent 
fram ework fo r governance and actions. Rather than the current “scattergun” approach, 
there must be a strategic, hierarchical context o f  regional, national and local ICZM 
strategies and plans.

A  strong, d iscip lined outcome-driven ¡CZM2.0 is proposed to  clearly iden tify  and deliver 
outcomes tha t are appropria te to  the local con tex t and capacities; a s imple transferable 
jargon-free process leading to  a shared vision o f  coastal sustainability.

Sceptics will doub t all th is is possible, but a real-time ‘beta ’ example will be presented 
that meets these prerequisites w ith a powerful legal basis, one tha t is currently  being 
developed in one o f  the w o r ld ’s most com plex and challenging regional seas.
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