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The paper w ill report research results o f “LECOFISH” (h ttp ://w w w .le co fish .b e ). Data on the 
d is tr ib u tio n  o f fishery  activ ities  and fish species in the Belgian Part o f the North Sea (BPNS) 
are very lim ited . Studies on b io log ica l va luation  o f the BPNS confirm ed th a t certain spatial 
in fo rm a tion  is on ly  fragm enta ry  available, such as on epibenthos, m acrobenthos and 
demersal fish species. Due to  the large g rid  o f ICES boxes and the fact tha t these data do 
not su ffic ie n tly  provide spatia l in fo rm ation  fo r sm all coastal regions, sustainable 
managem ent o f fisheries com bined w ith  nature conservation often lacks su ffic ien t 
in fo rm ation .

S tarting from  the assum ption th a t we lack su ffic ien t small scale fisheries data fo r 
susta inable fisheries and nature m anagem ent, LECOFISH gathered fisheries data th rough  
local ecological know ledge (LEK) o f fisherm en, com m ercia l and recreational, du ring  a 
period covering the last 50 years.The Belgian coastal zone, inc lud ing  the te rr ito r ia l sea 
and exclusive econom ic zone(3,600 km 2) is the case study area.LECOFISH made use o f 
in terviews and oral m apping o f fisherm en. The overall ob jective o f LECOFISH was: 1. to  
gather data th rough  LEK to  im prove our know ledge o f local ecosystems and fisheries in 
the Belgian coastal zone and to  fu rth e r analyze spatial and tem pora l d is tr ib u tio n  o f 
fishe ry  activ ities and fish abundance; 2. tocom pare LEK data w ith  available Scientific 
Ecological Knowledge (SEK) data in order to  assess the sc ien tific  value o f LEK as a too l to  
f ill in fishe ry  data gaps (validation process); 3. to  discuss LEK and SEK results w ith  
stakeholders (fisherm en, o ffic ia ls  from  the fisheries adm in is tra tion , fishe ry  scientists); 4. 
to  exp la in  changes in fishery  activ ities and fish species sh ifts  du ring  the past 50 years; 5. 
to  develop spatial maps w ith  in fo rm ation  o f fish ing  (where, what and why) th a t are useful 
fo r m arine spatia l p lann ing .A fte r having expla ined the m ethodo logy used, the results o f 
the above m entionedobjectives w ill be reported in  a paper presentation w ith  focus on 
three com m ercia l fish species(cod, sole and shrim ps) as an exam ple fo r fu rth e r dec is ion­
m aking. Finally, spatial fisheries and fish d is tr ib u tio n  maps in th e ir h istorica l perspective 
can be used in suppo rt o f marine spatial p lanning and sustainable m anagem ent o f 
fisheries and nature conservation.
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