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U nion o f Pure and A pplied C hem istry, 
U NESCO ’s p artn er in  the In ternational 
Year o f C hem istry in 2011.

A t th e  s ig n in g , M ax im  V o lkov  
rem arked  tha t the pro ject was the first 
o f its k ind  to be sponsored by a Russian 
company. ‘We view the Green C hem istry

fo r Life p ro jec t as an in v es tm en t in  
the w hole p lanet,’ he en thused , and  a 
successful exam ple of how  science and 
business can un ite  u n d er the auspices 
of U NESCO to create new  know ledge 
aim ed at p ro tec tin g  the env ironm ent. 
I also believe this p ro jec t w ill help to

im prove the prestige o f chem istry  and 
lead to m ore young scientists choosing 
to study the topic.’

For details: m.naIecz@unesco.org; 
http://tinyurI.com/unesco-ibsp

UN sets its sights on protecting the open ocean
The open ocean covers alm ost half 
of the Earth's surface. A UN working 
group has just asked th e 68th UN 
General Assembly, which go t under 
w ay In N ew  York on 17 September, 
to  explore th e feasib ility  o f d ev e
loping a n ew  instrument to  protect 
marine biodiversity in the open ocean, 
the area beyond national jurisdiction.

T he issue at stake is w h eth er the UN 
C o n v en tio n  on  th e  Law  o f th e  Sea 
should include a new  agreem ent covering 
im p lem en ta tio n , in  o rd e r to p ro tec t 
m a rin e  b io d iv e rsity  in  areas b eyond  
national jurisdiction, or w hether a better 
im plem entation  o f existing instrum ents 
w ould be sufficient.

If  th e  U N  w o rk in g  g ro u p  on  th e  
c o n se rv a tio n  and  su s ta in ab le  use o f 
m a rin e  b io d iv e rs ity  b ey o n d  areas o f 
national jurisdiction obtains its mandate, 
it  w ill su b m it its  re c o m m e n d a tio n s  
to th e  69 th  U N  G enera l A ssem bly in 
Septem ber 2014.

Today, 60% o f th e  w o rld 's  m a jo r 
m arine ecosystems have been degraded 
or are being used unsustainably. We are 
now  exploiting fish stocks farther away 
fro m  the coasts and  deep er in to  the

ocean. M arine litter is becom ing a huge 
p rob lem , especially  for sea b ird s and  
m arin e  m am m als, as is the w arm ing , 
in c re a s in g ly  co rro s iv e  o cean  -  th e  
consequence of absorbing so m uch of the 
CO em itted into the atmosphere.

T here  is overall consensus th a t we 
o u g h t to p ro te c t o u r p rec ious liv ing 
re so u rce s  b e tte r  an d  m an ag e  th e m  
sustainably. However, agreeing on how  
this should be tackled is far from  easy. 
Regulating activities that have an im pact 
on b iodiversity  affects m any econom ic 
se c to rs , in c lu d in g  f ish in g , m in in g , 
drilling , oil and  gas exploitation , w ind 
farm s, aquacu ltu re , to u rism  and  basic 
re sea rch , in c lu d in g  p ro sp e c tio n  fo r 
bio-active com pounds. At this time, there 
is no central database to record all these 
activities.

O ne o f the m ost difficult tasks will be 
to agree on w hat tools and m echanism s 
are needed and on who should im plem ent 
these and control and m onitor econom ic 
activities in the open ocean.

Som e coun tries argue th a t we m ust 
respect the freedom  of the seas. O thers, 
notably the G77/China and the European 
U nion , consider the resources in  the 
open ocean as the com m on heritage of

hum ank ind . For them , the open ocean 
b e longs to everyone and  we are all 
responsible for taking p roper care of it, 
including w hen it com es to sharing the 
fru its  o f research  and  the benefits  o f 
exploitation am ong all nations.

O n 22 A ugust, th e  U N E S C O -IO C  
o rg a n iz e d  a s id e  e v e n t w ith  T ara 
E xped itions on scien tific  co opera tion  
a n d  d a t a - s h a r i n g ,  w h i l e  th e  
w o rk in g  g ro u p  w as m e e tin g  a t UN 
h e a d q u a r te rs  in  N ew  York. A p an e l 
o f experts p resen ted  the IO C ’s O cean 
B io g e o g ra p h ic  In fo rm a tio n  System  
(O BIS), a g lobal da tabase  on m arin e  
life, an d  a n u m b e r  o f p ro g ra m m e s  
w h ich  co llect sam ples fro m  the least 
explored  parts  o f the ocean, includ ing  
the In ternational N etw ork for Scientific 
Investigation of the D eep Sea, the Deep 
O cean  S tew ardship  In itia tive  and  the 
schooner Tara (see interview  overleaf). 
A ll the collected data are be ing  stored  
a n d  m ad e  availab le  in  g loba l o pen - 
access inform ation  systems like OBIS.

For details : w.appeItans@unesco.org;
j.barbiere@unesco.org;
www.sIideshare.net/OBIS-IOC

Climate communication centre opens in Indonesia
On 3 September, the Climate Commu
nication Centre (Pusat Komunikasi 
Ik lim ) o p en ed  in th e  Indonesian  
province of Central Kalimantan.

The centre w ill give local com m unities 
access to online discussions on climate 
change and  enable th em  to exchange 
in fo rm a tio n  on su s ta in ab le  w ays o f 
red u c in g  g reen h o u se  gas em issions. 
Courses in  related areas will also be run  
from  the centre.

C en tra l K alim antan  is hom e to the 
D ayaks, the ind igenous inhab itan ts  of 
Borneo. D eforestation  was encouraged

by P res id en t Suharto  u n til his fall in  
1998 and, today, illegal logging rem ains 
an acute problem.

T h e  b u rn in g  o f  p e a t  fo re s ts  is 
responsible for about 70% of Indonesia’s 
CO emissions. In 2009, President Susilo 
B am bang  Y udhoyono  c o m m itte d  to 
cu tting  Indonesia’s CO em issions by 
26%. A year later, Indonesia im posed  a 
two-year m oratorium  on the exploitation 
of its peat and natural forests.

Indonesia  can ob ta in  com pensation  
for the revenue it loses from  lim iting  
d e f o r e s ta t io n  v ia  R E D D  + . T h e  
p lu s sign  re fe rs  to  th e  im p lica tio n s

fo r  in d ig e n o u s  p e o p le  a n d  lo c a l 
co m m u n itie s  o f  p ro jec ts  fu n d e d  by 
th e  U N  C ollaborative P rog ram m e on 
Reducing Em issions from  D eforestation 
and  Forest D egradation  in D eveloping 
C o u n trie s  (R ED D ). O nce earm ark ed  
for w idespread rice cultivation, C entral 
K alim antan is now  a p ilo t p rovince for 
REDD+.

As p a r t  o f  U N  s u p p o r t  fo r th e  
I n d o n e s i a n  R E D D +  i n i t i a t i v e ,  
U N ESC O ’s office in  Jakarta  he lped  to 
develop the com m unity-learning centre 
in  C e n tra l K a lim an tan . T he p ro je c t 
w as launched  in O cto b er last year, in
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