
Non-indigenous species of the Belgian part of the North Sea and 

adjacent estuaries

VLIZ Alien Species consortium *

Flanders Marine Institute (VLIZ) and its consortium  o f experts on non-indigenous species conduct an 
ongoing e ffo rt to collect and maintain a list o f alien species w ith  documented established poplations 
in the Belgian part o f the North Sea (BNS) and its adjacent estuaries.
The list strives to include all currently known alien and cryptogenic species registered in salt and 
brackish environments in the Belgian part o f the North Sea, the Belgian coastal zone and adjacent 
estuaries (Yser, Scheldt, Ostend Sluicedock). This e ffo rt scrutinizes both the intentional and accidental 
introductions by man or by other vectors. Alien species fo r which no evidence is available o f 
established populations, are not included in the list, nor are species whose d is tribu tion  is lim ited to 
the freshwater environment. Newly registered species as a consequence o f (expected) natural 
m igrations, are also excluded.
The initiative provides an online source o f inform ation on alien species fo r the BNS, as well as on the 
network o f experts fo r th is study area (since 2008). This includes defin itions, inform ation sheets, 
pictures and a fu lly  documented reference list, by species. Each inform ation sheet describes the life 
cycle and ecology o f the species, the introduction pathways and d is tribu tion, the potential effects of 
the species on its environment and possible m itigation measures. To date (July 201 3), 72 alien species 
w ith  established populations have been identified in the study area. The taxa Arthropods (28) and 
Algae (11), count the highest number o f alien species.

*VLIZ Alien Species Consortium  (network o f experts):
h ttp ://w w w .v liz .be /im is /im is .php?m odu le=pro iect& pro id  = 2 1 70

and the fu lly  documented list o f alien species is available from  :
h ttp ://w w w .v liz .b e /w ik i/L iis t n ie t-
inheemse_soorten_Belqisch_deel_Noordzee_en_aan pale nde_estu aria
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http://www.vliz.be/imis/imis.php?module=proiect&proid
http://www.vliz.be/wiki/Liist

