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Introduction-The African Register of Marine Species (AfReMaS) is recently launched taxonomie database of marine species found along the African coasts. The database was originally developed as the Marine Species 
Database for Eastern Africa (MASDEA). It was extended thereafter to include species from the entire African coast. Currently it has 24,016 accepted species. The African Register of Marine Species aims to compile and 
manage an authoritative list of species occurring along the African marine coasts. It is intended to be used as support for biodiversity research for conservation and sustainable management of marine environment. A data 
mining process was conducted under The Ocean Data and Information Network for Africa (ODINAFRICA) project on three identified taxonomic groups (Molluscs, Porifera and Decapods) with information from books, 
publications, grey literature and other databases. Distribution records are filed under VLIMAR- a marine gazetteer. Authorised taxonomists confirmed the classification before the species lists were uploaded onto the 
database. Content from AfReMaS is shared with the World Register of Marine Species (WoRMS), OBIS and AfrOBIS.

ODINAFRICA
The Ocean Data and Information Network for Africa (ODINAFRICA) brings together marine, institutions from twenty-five Member States of the Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission of UNESCO from Africa 
(Algeria, Angola, Benin, Cameroon, Comoros, Congo,Côte d'Ivoire, Egypt, Gabon, Ghana, Guinea, Kenya, Madagascar, Mauritania, Mauritius, Morocco, Mozambique, Namibia, Nigeria, Senegal, Seychelles, South Africa, 
United Republic of Tanzania, Togo and Tunisia).

The goal of the phase III of ODINAFRICA was to improve management of coastal and marine resources and the environment in participating countries by: enhancing data flows into the national oceanographic data and 
information centre in the participating countries, strengthening the capacity of these centers to analyze and interpret the data so as to develop products required for integrated management of the coastal areas of Africa, 
and increase the delivery of services to end users.
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Search WoRMS S ta t is t ic s

220,966 accepted species; o f which 206,698 checked (94% ) 
391,708 species names including synonyms 

489,413 taxa  (infraspecies to  kingdoms) 
33,982 images; o f which 11,332 checked (33% ) 

Last update: 22 m inutes ago
WoRMS passed the  200,000 species m ark in 2010 in conjunction with the  celebration o f 10

years' Census o f Marine Life.
Given an estimated 230,000 accepted described marine species, s till 9,034 to  go (plus the 

ye a rly  increm ent o f 2,000 newly described species).

A b o u t  W o R M S

With WoRMS we aim to  provide the  m ost authoritative  lis t o f names of all marine species
globally, ever published.

WoRMS is a contribution to  Lifewatch, Catalogue of Life, Encyclopedia o f Life, 
Global B iodiversity Info rm ation  Facility and the  Census o f Marine Life.

Read more...
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[Advanced search]

W ith an interface

News

ASAP
Meet ttie Finalists!

Dr. M ark  Costello is an A w ard  fin a lis t fo r  WoRMS fo r  th e  ASAP aw ard
Added on: 2013-10-02 09:44:07 b y  Vandepitte, Leen Tweets by @ WRMarineSpecies
PLOS has announced the  finalists fo r  the  Accelarating Science AwaM^Program and WoRMS has m ade it  to  the  final

I New w eb p ag e  on m eetings  and congresses focussed on ech inoderm s launched
iy  Vandepitte, Leen
:e provides in form ation on all articles and abstracts published in the  prbsçedings o f the 
in ferences and the  European Conferences on Echinoderms ... [Read more}«

M arine  Regions W ebserv ices  launched

T.o m s o n
ecology

ne G azetteer webservices to  feed yo u r own application with the  Marine Gazetteer 
tam es and m arine areas. C urrently, we support both Restful and SOAP methods fo r

:luded in d a ta  m a n ag e m en t s o ftw a re  product
Added on: 2013-07-10 14:04:20 by Costello, Mari 
Thomson Ecology will soon include and d istribute WoRMS within th e ir  data managem ent software. This is the  firs t 
fo rm a l agreem ent with a commercial company by WoRMS even though many users m ay be from  commercial 
organisations. ... [Read m ore]

Am phipoda e d ito r ia l te a m  m ob ilized  and W orld  A m phipoda d a ta b as e  launched
Added on: 2013-07-01 10:49:05 by Vandepitte, Leen
To provide suffic ient e xpe rt knowledge fo r  maintaining the  database, we have now (2013) form ed an editoria l team 
to  whom the  queries on particular Amphipoda taxa should be addressed. The to ta l num ber o f Amphipoda editors is 
now 30, each with th e ir own area o f expertise.
... [Read m ore]

New S teering  C om m ittee , C hair and V ic e -c h a ir in p lace  fo r  WoRMS
Addedon: 2013-06-19 16:06:47 by Vandepitte, Leen
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Y ou are  h e re : V L I Z  >  D a t a  centre
] : arch i

A b o u t V L IZ I n f o d e s k M a rin e  L ib ra ry F iguresS iP o licy Fac ilities

I W ebsite

D a ta  c e n tre

"ZI

M arine Species Database fe r  Eastern Africa (M ASDEA)

M A S D E A  is a b io g e o g ra p h ic /ta x o n o m ic  
d a ta b a s e  o f m a r in e  s p e c ie s  in th e  W e s te rn  
In d ia n  O c e a n /E a s t  A fr ic a . T h e  d a ta b a s e  w a s  
o rig in a lly  d e v e lo p e d  b y  E d w a rd  V a n d e n  
B e rg  h e  w h ile  w o rk in g  as  p ro je c t  m a n a g e r  o f 
th e  R E C O S C IX -W IO  p ro je c t  in M o m b a s a , and  
n o w  m a in ta in e d  a s  a c o lla b o ra t iv e  v e n tu r e  
b e tw e e n  th e  K e n y a  M arin e  and  F is h e rie s  
R e s e a rc h  In s t itu te  an d  V L IZ .

T h e  d a ta b a s e  can  b e  co n s u lte d  in th r e e  w a y s  
(c o rre s p o n d in g  to  th e  th r e e  ite m s  in th e  m e n u  
on th e  le ft )  ;

•  B r o w s e :  N a v ig a te  th ro u g h  th e  
ta x o n o m ic  t r e e  b y  c licking  on o n e  o f a 
lis t o f ta x o n  n a m e s

*  S e a r c h :  go d ire c tly  to  th e  ta x o n  o f in te re s t  b y  e n te r in g  th e  (p a r t ia l)  n a m e  o f th e  ta x o n  in a 
s e a rc h  fo rm

•  L is t :  c re a te  c h e c k lis t fo r  a g e o g ra p h ic a l a re a  (u s e  "B ro w se" to  s e e  ta x o n o m ic  lis ts )

T h e  w a y  in fo rm a tio n  fro m  th e  d a ta b a s e  is p re s e n te d  is d es c rib e d  on th e  "A bout" s c re e n , b u t should  in 
m o s t c a s e s  be s e lf -e x p la n a to r y .  S o m e  o f th e  less  e v id e n t  po in ts :

*  T h e re  a r e  s o m e  ta x a  fo r  w h ich  w e  w e re  n o t a b le  to  find  th e  p a re n t  ta x o n . In  th e s e  c a s e s , w e  
h a v e  u sed  th e  ta x o n " s  n a m e , b e tw e e n  s q u a re  b ra c k e ts , to  fill th e  m iss in g  in fo rm a tio n .

•  A ll re c o rd s  a re  q u a lifie d  w ith  th r e e  fla g s : tw o  to  in d ic a te  th e  d e g re e  o f c e r ta in ty  and  v a lid ity  
(" V a lid /W ro n g "  and  " C e r ta in /P ro b a b le " ) ,  an d  o n e  to  in d ic a te  th a t  th e  in fo rm a tio n  w a s  re a d  fro m  a 
d is trib u tio n  m a p , w ith o u t sp ec ific  m e n tio n  o f th e  c o u n try  in th e  te x t  o f th e  p u b lic a tio n .

*  A ll d is trib u tio n  re c o rd s  a re  lin k e d  to  th e  ta x o n o m ic  n a m e  u n d e r  w hich  th e  o b s e rv a tio n  w as  
o rig in a lly  p u b lis h e d , a lso  if th is  n a m e  h a s  b e c o m e  an in v a lid  s y n o n y m . T h e  s y n o n y m  is lin k e d  
w ith  th e  n a m e  in c u rre n t  u se , and  d is trib u tio n  re c o rd s  a re  sh o w n  fo r  both  old and  va lid  s y n o n y m s  
to g e th e r .
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ReMaS Taxon search

i r t h e  nam e of th e  taxon you w ant to  look up. Genus and subgenus nam es should be included fo r species. Valid w ildcards are '% ' and 
'% ' replaces zero or m ore characters , replaces a single character; click here fo r details and exam ples ). I f  you 're  not sure of th e  genus 
/o r  subgenus of a species, replace them  w ith a followed by a space.

Search Scientific Name v  begins with v
e.g. Chromadora kreisi, Siriella,

D  Lim it to accepted taxa  

0  Lim it to m arine taxa

Taxon ranlk
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e.g. Mysidae
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AfReMaS Distribution
Search distribution records for: 

Geographical a re a 3':

0  Inc lude subareas  

Type n  endem ic CU exotic CU typeloca lity  CU vag ran t CU specim en  

Taxon rank: lower or equal to v  Kingdom

Lim it to 
taxa belonging to: e.g. M ysidae. O nly taxa  w ith ra n k  above genus w ill be re turned. 

*  =  m andatory
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Marine Gazetteer geographic name search
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(alphabetical search)
Enter the geographic nam e you want to look up Valid wildcards are '% ' and ('% ' replaces zero or more characters, replaces a single character; click here  
for details and examples).
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Geographic name v

¡any)

Inc lude distribution records th a t are  Synonym s:
O C erta in ly  valid  

•  Also probably valid  

O a Iso probably not valid 

O a II records

A 'S ort on synonym s, list valid nam es  
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Only valid nam es

Search

Source (any) V
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Longitude Radius: 5
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AfReMaS Statistics
all taxa all species acc. species species checked taxa
[M, nF] [M, nF] [M, nF] [nM] [M, nF]

íiota 51,867 35,291 24,325 1,339 48,281 (93 %)
Kingdom Animalia 46,761 32,152 22,007 1,229 43,334 (93 %)

Phylum Acanthocephala 13 3 3 0 13(100%)
Phylum Annelida 2,777 1,829 1,210 0 2,707 (97 %)
Phylum Arthropoda 10,815 7,098 5,675 1,007 10,256 (95%)
Phylum Brachiopoda 36 8 6 0 36 (100 %)
Phylum Bryozoa 406 182 135 0 366 (90 %)
Phylum Cephalorhyncha 20 6 6 0 20(100%)
Phylum Chaetognatha 56 34 19 0 56 (100 %)
Phylum Chordata 9,558 6,620 4,559 103 8,850 (93 %)
Phylum Cnidaria 2,386 1,571 1,253 0 1,769 (74%)
Phylum Ctenophora 8 0 0 0 7 (88 %)
Phylum Dicyemida 13 6 5 0 11 (85 %)
Phylum Echinodermata 2,624 1,639 1,079 1 2,619(100%)
Phylum Echiura 22 9 8 0 16 (73 %)
Phylum Gastrotricha 8 3 2 0 8(100%)
Phylum Gnathostomulida 15 5 5 0 15(100%)
Phylum Flem¡chordata 51 30 24 0 51 (100%)
Phylum Mollusca 12,763 9,246 5,526 4 11,443 (90 %)
Phylum Myxozoa 5 1 1 0 3 (60 %)
Phylum Nematoda 73 30 29 0 42 (58 %)
Phylum Nemertea 32 10 8 0 29 (91 %)

VLIMAR Gazetteer (Pieter Deckers & Simon Claus)
Reference: www.vliz.be/vmdcdata/vlimar
The VLIMAR gazetteer is a hierarchical list of geographical place names. It focuses on names of 
sandbanks, bays, gulfs, seas, islands, seamounts, coastal regions, ridges, bays and standard 
sampling stations used in marine research. The geographic cover of the gazetteer is global, however 
the gazetteer is focused on the Belgian North Sea Region, the Scheldt estuary and the Southern Bight 
of the North Sea. The purpose of the gazetteer is to improve access and clarity of the different 
geographic, mainly marine names used in marine research, (http://www.vliz.be/vmdcdata/vlimar)
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African Register of Marine Species (AfReMaS)
The African Register of Marine Species is a taxonomic database of marine species found along the African coastline, ^accepted species: 19054

The database was originally developed as the Marine Species Database for Eastern Africa (MASDEA), a collaborative effort between the 
'Regional Cooperation in Scientific Information Exchange in the Western Indian Ocean (RECOSCIX-W IO), a project of the Intergovernmental 
Oceanographic Commission of UNESCO), the Kenya Marine and Fisheries Research Institute and the Flanders Marine Institute (V L IZ ). Dr 
Edward Vanden Berghe, who was the RECOSCIX-WIO Project Manager, was instrumental in the development of MASDEA,

The scope of the database was expanded in 2006 to include records from the entire coastline of Africa. The Ocean Data and Information 
Network for Africa (ODINAFRICA), which succeeded RECOSCIX-WIO, sponsored a series of focused marine biodiversity workshops to mobilize 
data from selected taxa for inclusion in the database. This included molluscs (March 2006 ), sponges (November 2006) and decapods (June 
2007).

An Editorial Board has been established, with representatives from IOC, V U Z , and the institutions participating in ODINAFRICA to be 
responsible for the further development and maintenance of the database.

Citation

Odido, M.; Appeltans, W .; Bel Hassen, M.A.; Jiddou, A.M.; Mussai, P.; Nsiangango, S .E.; Vandepitte, L.; Wambiji, N.; Zamouri, N. (Eds)
(20 12 ). African Register of Marine Species. Available online at http://w w w.m arinespecies.org/afrem as/ accessed on 2012 -09 -03 .

ODINAFRICA

3?

VLIZ

Website and databases developed and hosted by . LIZ - Page generated 2012-09-03 GMT 1 contact: Mika Odido

Progress since 2006 -  2007 workshops

Mollusca species 
(acc & unacc)

4 772 9,581

Porifera species (acc 
& unacc)

1 309 3,759

Decapoda species 
(acc & unacc)

2 752 3,858

Total accepted 
species (all groups)

? 24,325

Still 1,530 species (acc & unacc) not checked by taxonomic editors

Mollusca
distributions

9 566 11 458 12 220

Porifera
distributions

5 185 8 465 8 534

Decapoda
distributions

9 936 17 630 18 035

Total distributions 
(all groups)

59 137 79 025 81 814

Number of records in AfReMaS. •All taxa: number of marine [M] & non-fossil [nF] scientific names at all ranks (sum of species, genera, families,..., accepted and synonyms). 
•All species: number of marine [M] & non-fossil [nF] species (sum of accepted and synonyms) within the specific rank.
•Acc. species: number of accepted marine [M] & non-fossil [nF] species within the specific rank.
•Species: number of non-marine [nM] species (sum of accepted and synonyms) within the specific rank.
•Checked taxa: number of marine [M] & non-fossil [nF] scientific names (%) that have been checked by a Taxonomic Editor.
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C o n c lu s io n : Data management is key in the preservation of biodiversity. All scientists 
are encouraged to submit their species lists and areas in which they sampled to update the 
database. This database is important for keeping a directory of marine taxonomists with 
knowledge on the flora and fauna in Africa marine regions. In addition comprehensive 
bibliographies will be compiled on the biogeography of the region, for selected groups, 
network
The network of involved experts will also be expanded and they will continue in checking 
the all taxonomic groups along the African marine regions.
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Amphimedon navalis Pulitzer-Finali, 1993
AphialD: 166684

Classification: Biota > A n im alia  (K ingdom ) > Porifera (P hylum ) > D em ospong iae (C lass) > Haplosclerida ^ f r d e r )  > 
Haplosclerina (Suborder) > N iphatidae (Fam ily) > Am ph im edon  (Genus)

Status accepted

Record Checked by Taxonomic Editor 
status

Rank Species

Parent Amphimedon Duchassaing & Michelotti, 186

Source original description: Pulitzer-Finali, G. 1993. A odllection of marine sponges from East Africa.
Annales Museo Civico Storia Naturale "Giacorpc Doria" 89: 247-350. [d e ta ils ]

Environment marine, brackish, fresh, t errestrial

Distribution East African Coral Coast [d e ta ils ]
Kenya [d e ta ils ]

Porifera distribution details

Geounit East Africa« Coral Coast (M a rin e  Ecoreg ion o f  th e  W orld  (M EO W ))

Source Pulitzer 
Annales

Edit Date
history 2010- 12-10

G. 1993. A collection of marine sponges from East Africa. 
Civico Storia Naturale "Giacomo Doria" 89: 247-350.

action by
¡39Z  cre a te d  va n  S oest, Rob

32

guage Name >V Source
lish East African Coral Coast (preferred) Spalding e t al.; 2007 

ne Ecoregion of th e  World (MEOW)

7' 39.7" S (-8.461°)

33' 31” E (39.5586°) 

ding et al.; 2007

of W estern Indian Ocean (Marine Province) [View Hierarchy]

Links To Biodiversity Heritage Library (1 publication)
To Encyclopedia of Life

Notes Holotvpe: (MBA.374): MSNG 48331 [d e ta ils ]

Type locality: Mombasa, Nyali Bridge, pontoons, Kenya, 0.5-2 m. [d e ta ils ]

LSID urn:lsid:marinespecies.org:taxname: 166684

■eldifigen ©2012 Terra Metrics - Gebm iksv&Ofwaarden I

4.95 Ion: 26.49

ithostylotella cornuta (Topsent, 1897) 
nus ternatus Ridley, 1884
ia digitata (Baer, 1906) accepted as Haliclona digitata (Baer, 1906)
ia pigmentifera (Dendy, 1905) accepted as Haliclona pigmentifera (Dendy, 1905)
rphinopsis foetida (Dendy, 1889)
himedon navalis Pulitzer-Finali, 1993
himedon rubiginosa Pulitzer-Finali, 1993
himedon spinosa Pulitzer-Finali, 1993
irina simplex Lendenfeld, 1897 accepted as Ecionemia acervus Bowerbank, 1864 
sina prim itiva Burton, 1959 
>sclera willeyana Lister, 1900 
spongus involutus (Kirkpatrick, 1903)
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