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ment of these tubercles ranging from absent to distinc-
tively present and they suggested that further inves-
tigation might prove the three taxa to be synonymous.
I have also recorded this phenomenon and [ agree
completely with their conclusion, but think it can be
taken further and that, indeed, the three taxa are syno-
nymous.

— The specimens, described by GEiNITZ (1884) as Cancer
punctulatus and Coeloma balticum, together with Coe-
loma Reidemeisteri (NOETLING, 1885) and the new
species within the genus Gervon (STROMER, 1909)
were previously incorporated in the synonymy of C.
helmstedtense (BACHMAYER & MUNDLOS, 1968)

Ecology

— Coeloma rupeliense belongs to the Geryonidae. Recent
taxa of this family are considered to be deep-sea crabs.
To what extent this also applics to Oligocene repre-
sentatives of the family remains to be discussed. For
the lower Oligocene crab and lobster fauna from the
Helmstedt arca FORSTER & MunbpLos (1982, p. 180)
suggest a depth between 50 and 150 m.

— All examined specimens are males. Females, with their
characteristic broad, oval abdomen are not present in
the studied collections.

Recent Geryonidae also show such a disproportional
representation of sexes: in catches of Gervon trispino-
sus ratios such as 379 males versus 156 females and
1724 males versus 283 females (ATTRILL & HARTNOLL,
1991) were obtained. Studying Gervon fenneri ERD-
MAN & BLAKE (1988) discovered the reason for this
discrepancy: males and females live at different depths,
except during the mating season when they migrate to
the same depth. In addition to a difference in depth
preference between sexes, there is also a difference in
depth between large and small specimens.

Distribution

Germany: Lattorfian (Lower Oligocene)

Lower Saxony: Biiddenstedt, Helmstedt, Lehrte, Sarstedt.
Belgium: Rupelian (Middle Oligocene):

Province of Antwerp: Antwerpen, Boom, Burcht, Hemik-
sem, Kontich, Wilrijk.

Germany: Rupelian (Middle Oligocene)

Itzehoe (Schleswig-Holstein)

Johannistal (Kr. Ostholstein, Schleswig - Holstein)
Malliss (Mecklenburg-Vorpommeren)

Generic attribution
Coeloma rupeliense belongs to the genus Coeloma be-
cause of the characteristic shape of the carapace, with a
front with four spines, five lateral spines, a subdivision of
the supraorbital border into three parts and a specific
division of the carapace. The related genus, Gervon, with
a number of recent species, is hardly distinguishable from
Coeloma on the basis of the carapace. The chelipeds of
Gervon are, however, longer and more slender than those
of Coeloma.

Paracoeloma has Coeloma rupeliense as type species.

Infraorder Astacidea LATREILLE, 1802
Family Nephropidae Dana, 1852
Subfamily Homarinae Huxtey, 1879
Genus Homarus WEBER, 1795
Type species Cancer gummarus LINNE, 1758 (S.D.)

Homarus percyi VAN BENEDEN, 1872

PI. 3. Figs. 1-2; PI. 4, Fig. 2; P1. 5, Figs. 1-2; Text-figs 6-8;
Table 5

* . 1872 Homarus percvi - VAN BENEDEN, p. 316, 1 pl.. |
fig.;

* 7 1885  Hoploparia Klebsii - NOETLING, p. 166, pl. 7,
figs. 1-4, pl. 8, pl. 9, fig. 1:

* . 1888  Homarus Lehmanni - HAAs, p. 96, pl. 4, figs. 4-3;

V?. 1895  Homarus Percyi Van Beneden - DELHEID, p. 91;

V . 1920  Homarus Percvi Van Beneden - VAN STRAELEN,
p. 26. figs. 1-2;

? 1929 Hoploparia Klebsi Noetling - GLAESSNER, p. 220;

1936 Homarus Percvi Van Beneden - VAN STRAELEN,
p. 477;

* 21944 Hoploparia knetschi - ZIMMERMANN, p. 338,
pl. 20. figs. 1-3:
? 1967  Langschwanzkrebs - Keure, p. 134, fig. 1;
? 1968  Hoploparia Klebsi Noetling - BACHMAYER &
MUNDLOS, p. 666, pls. 4-7:
? 1971 Hoploparia Klebsi Noetling - EICHBAUM, p. 113;
? 1982  Hoploparia Klebsi Noctling - FORSTER & MUND-
Los, p. 150, fig. 2;
V . 1983  Homarus percvi Van Beneden - GEYs & MAR-

QUET, p. 138, pls. 5-7;

Location of the tvpes:

Homarus percyi: Collections of the Catholic University of
Leuven, Belgium; at present the specimen scems to be mislaid
— it could not be found neither at the Geological nor at the
Biological department of the KUL.

Hoploparia Klebsii: Mineralogical Museum of the Univer-
sity of Konigsberg, Prussia (now: Kaliningrad, Russian Federa-
tion). Whether this material is still available, could not be
checked.

Homarus Lehmanni: Mineralogical Muscum of the University
of Kiel, Germany.

Hoploparia knetschi: could not be determined.

The *Langschwanzkrebs® of Keupp was probably located in his
personal collection.

Type localities:

Homarus percvi: Rupelimonde, Antwerp (Belgium)
Hoploparia klebsii: *Samland’, formerly East-Prussia, now
Kaliningradskij Oblast (Russian Federation)

Homarus lehmanni: ltzehoe, Schleswig-Holstein (Germany)
“*Langschwanzkrebs® : Silberberg near Helmstedt, Lower Sax-
ony (Germany).

Type strata:

Homarus percvi: Boom Clay: Rupelian, Middle Oligocene
Hoploparia klebsii: *Thonknollen of Zone A,’: Lattorfian,
Lower Oligocene

Homarus lehmanni: *Mitteloligocén’: Rupelian
“‘Langschwanzkrebs’: oligocidne Ziegeleitongrube: Oligo-
cene.
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