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N otes on K enya land- and fresh w a ter  snails

This species is perhaps the com m onest snail in  the forests sur­
rounding N airobi, being particularly com m on in the K arura Forest 
and the Chania Falls gorge. Both these localities are very similar 
botanically w ith Piptadenia buchananii, Uvariodendron  sp. nov., 
Pawsonia usambarensis, Teclea, D rypetes  and Strycbnos being 
dominant. A lthough the shells are so com m on, I have only found 
living specimens on rare occasions. The body is opalescent, the foot 
being colourless, and the back very pale b rick  red. U nder a lens it is 
seen that actually only the tops of the dorsal corrugations are coloured, 
the grooves being pale. A white epighragm  is formed. The radula of 
a young |  grown specimen was m ounted and some representative 
teeth are figured (fig. 1).

Fig. 1. R epresen tative teeth  of Pseudoglessula m irab ilis  P reston , K aru ra  
Forest, N a iro b i, Kenya.

T he radula is 0,8 m m  broad and 1,7 m m  long. There are 68 rows 
of teeth, ten of which stain in acid dyes. T he central tooth is small, 
10 ,u broad, w ith an emarginate base. T here are 8 laterals having 
a large mesocone, small ectocone and no true entocone. The mergence 
into the marginals is gradual. There are about 15 marginals. My 
thanks are due to Dr. B e q u AERT for nam ing m aterial sent to 
Harvard. This snail is easily recognised by the extremely strong spiral 
grooves on the apical whorls.
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2. K aliella  b arrak p oren sis (P f r .)

This tiny snail (fig. 2) is com m on in the K arura forest under 
moist leaves and logs. It strongly resembles the British Euconulus in 
shape but is not closely related. P r e s t o n  has described several forms 
which are almost certainly not specifically distinct from this very 
widely distributed species.

Fig. 2. K aliella  barrakporensis ( P f r . ) ,  K aru ra  Forest, N a iro b i, Kenya.

T he base of the shell is obscurely transversely striate cut by very 
fine spiral striae. Above —  the a p e x  is more or less smooth, and the 
rest of the whorls are sculptured w ith very fine ribs. The carina is 
sharp. Average shells measure 3,75 m m  high and 3,25 m m  broad. 
The radula has been described and the present specimens agree
w ith typical ones. They are 0 ,94  mm long and 0,41 m m  broad and
have the following formula: 26 : 1,7 : C : 7,1 : 26 X  84 —  90.
Centrals and laterals 3-cusped, m arginals 3— 4  cusped. The animal 
is colourless.

3. B u lim u s spp.
This genus is better known as Bithynia  and recommendations 

are being made that this well know n name should be conserved. 
T he genus is well known fro m  the Great Lakes but other East 
A frican species are very im perfectly  known. E. VON M a r t e n s  (1897) 
described a Bithynia puteanus f ro m  Zanzibar, I have seen no named 
specimens nor has Dr. B e q u a e r t . I do not know where the types 
are. T he species was not figu red  and the description is exceedingly 
brief.

Tw o lots have recently passed through my hands which seem 
referable to this species, both collected by C . T e e s d a l e  Esq. The first 
lot from  a cement tank at T akaungu near Mombasa are more tapering
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shells than those mentioned in  M ARTENS'- description. They are 
3,6 m m  high and 2,4 m m  broad. A pertu re  ovate, 1,5 mm. There 
are 4 whorls, very convex w ith a deep su ture. The spire is obtuse, 
and the umbilicus narrow and deep. T h e  shell is thin, and bears 
traces of spiral lines and faint close longitudinal striae and a few 
growth lines on the body whorl. The co lour is whitish w ith blue 
patches showing through. A  representative shell is figured (fig. 3). 
The operculum is thinly calcareous, sp irally  striate and retracted 
some distance inside the shell.

Fig. 3. B u lim u s  sp. cf. pu teanus  M ts., T ak a u n g u , K enya, C. T eesdale coli.

The second lot from Lake Iilore, Kenya, agree more closely with 
the description of B. puteanus. They are m ore globose shells 4,5 mm 
long, 3,5 m m  broad and w ith an aperture 2,5 m m  high. The oper­
culum is more thickly calcareous and lodges just inside the aperture. 
They are no more than racially distinct from  the Takaungu shells. 
U ntil a wide range of shells have been collected from Zanzibar and 
the mainland including living m aterial it w ill not be possible to say 
whether more than one species is involved and whether these forms 
really are related to the Bithyniae  of Europe. It is rapidly being 
discovered that very many Freshwater genera are represented by 
species common all over Africa and that numerous forms formerly 
thought distinct are no m ore than races. I t  is therefore not unlikely 
that V o n  M a r t e n s '  species is but a form of an earlier described form. 
N oth ing  can be done un til m ore extensive collections have been 
made in  all the freshwaters of the colony.

Specimens of both forms have been presented to the Museum of 
Comparative Zoology, Harvard. D r .  D a r t e v e l l e  has also kindly 
reported on shells sent to him  and thinks my determination may be 
correct. He refers these Bithyniae to the genus Gabbia.




