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E Chronolo;rical list of ornitholonical 0il-pollution ‘incidents,

i

\/ - W.R.P.Bourne.
) : —_.r.bourne

(General statements taken from current notes in 'Bipg

‘ Notes and Newg: (subsequently "Bird Noteg! and then 'Birds'),
| and later Reports of the British Section, International Council :
’ for Birg Preservation, in Europe, ang from 'Birq Lore! (subg- !

i

rences, The

1
the B.T.O0, : equently 'Audubop Magazine', thep '"Audubon') in Noptp America, '
in* 'January, ; unless otherwise stated. The effects of oil pollution op birds "
1 have all : have also beep reviewed Tecently by Ba_ttelle-—Northwest (1967, ,;
vorkers aand - Bourne (1968) and Clark ang Kennedy (1968), who provide rulj g
‘ : reforences), : '
>ter north- ) i
the end of . . . ’ A . L L
51ty plane 1754 Ships first notegq polluting the Caspian Sea witp odl, : ‘_
.th reports 1907  Thomas W.Lawson wreckeq on the Scillies ip December with 1
nsure good loss of birg life. (Muthersolo, 1910}, 5 ;
‘'ousay and T . . . . |
1915 Birds first killed by oil pollution off Washington,
*h Islands, (Jewett ot al., 1953), ¢ T
ter island 1 i
l of Barra, 1917 0iled Guillemots Uria aalge ang other birgg becomgz common '
dealt with ‘ _ off Californimang Scotland (Houldson, 1952; wilq, 1925). ]
- : : L ;
Onzn1§:ii:n ili 1919 -4ob Iisser Scaup Aythya affinis and other wildfow] killegq A
-;nd ‘Jura, = < : in Narragansett Bay, Rhode Island, eastern U.8.4, (Lincoln Il
does much @ _ 1930).: A" _ b )
0w — 1921 'Records of olled birds bocome general in U.S5.4. (Lane ot e
with long 2 i'. ooaley 1925), with further loss of 900 wildfowl in Narrag- A
5 atill to = ansett Bay (Iincoln, 1920, 1936); T30y auvks and other - B ]
but more £ < " epecies killeaq 4p Holland in January ang December (.Verway b 1
1 Donegal, 2 O 1922; Brouwer, 1953); and the Royal, Socluby fop b Dty i i
e bodng E D tection of 8irds made the firgt ffeneral appeul fop . A
E""“‘IJ‘_‘"}’ « dence of Pollution i, Britaip, i
al, whilech '3 . ' . - ]
t_llle_tgqxore * o 1922 S'evere pollut?.on in Holland ij January, ip Lancasnire ip
T visited -? i MdI‘(}h and Apriy, i, Kent ang Sussex in April apg May ang : o
vee Head, QO e again 11 Decemnber, Flrst British Prevention legislation
sult. The — _basseq, } ;
= BB o = O 1923 g ali : -
- - = £¢ Mortality 44 Monomoy near pogt U ; 2
‘OA Eﬁﬂe £ @ : (Lincoln, 19309. ¥ o ‘on, 'S‘A.' in De?ember
: (a : . -
‘ar downe— an : 1924 _.Further Severe mortality a4 Duny;eness, Kent, in.February !
and west .. .;;:Hd lffarch.' Several t{musaud wild fowl killed at Puget Soung X
the off- ‘ : Nashingtog, Prevention legislation__passed in U.g,4.. .
1925  Polautien syr Suffolk in November. 4.4 * Cox
4 & MPET, and sever ;
os which in the Wwinterp. ' € off Cornwall :
tly req- : 8 o s . ?
10F Aot _ 1927 f:lé:tn:on 5GVere in pagt Norfolk ip December, ang again jf
:he same fiteness, o ' 4 3
.ogn:l.th; 1928 ThOUSand.s of Scoter and other wild fowl. killeg when the 43
ed, not . Robert g 10, Wis wrecked ofy Massachusetts in ‘the spri ;
t Britain Lincoln 1936) . . : Pring
) 20J). Bevere Pollutign in Hollang. in Januapy. ]
& part- February (Brouwey 19 : 4
» emen March, i i )53 ' o0 the Chegiy Bank, Dorget in
: b, 4 [rdeenshire ip oy in Norfolk 3 '
made, . the Tslo'or wigyy oo JhTy ' S Juney dn |
1929 ﬁé?gﬂﬂndé_:. of Scoter and other birds I-:i‘lled in Luce: Bay
C(J).t, gnghlru_:.n the Spring, - when °1l was 'thick along the S i
" : f'x‘:tJE_; » or m’:_Llc.a, and it g noticed that o0ll-smeareq egps i
Pembs, i;]lce to }1«15‘,0}1. Pollutigy noticeq ip the Cheshire Dee, ’
"e:ie:;;?wall in Novembep and December, and again at Dun_—




1930

1931

1932

1933

105

1936:.

Pollution - in Norfolk in January, in Cornwall in March “in
""YorKshire (where the Gannets Sula Bassana at the new Bem-

pton colony were affected) inMarch and April. Especially
severc mortality in New England {where it is now chronic)
after the wreck of the Ed.ard Luckenback off Rhode Island
on 10 January (Hdd.Ley, 19304 and b; May, 1930).

Pollutlon in Yorkshire in Aprll and Kent and Sussex in

““November .

Severe mortallty among the brec.dlng, birds on Flamborough
Head , Xorhohlre, in May and June, when there was also:
pollution in Southampton Water. Pollution at Dungeness in
January and -April, in -Merioneth in September, also in. . N..
Carolina and New Jersey, U.S.A,

Severe pollution from Kent to the Isle of Wight and also
in Cornwall and Pembroke in February, and in South Devon,

in March, where the Guillemot colony had declined fronm
“765 %0 320 birds in three years., Pollution in Southampton:
Water April- June,‘also at Martha'’s Vineyard, New England.

In the ten years since the passdge of preventive legis-
lation there had been 21 prooecutlons for: pollutlon at’

“the Port of London.

Further mortality at Dungeness in Janud.ry, ‘and thouaands

of birds killed in North Wales, mainly Guillemots and
Gulls. On Puffin Island off Anglesey the. Guillemot colony

had declinéd from a thousand to' sixty pcl;l.rs, ‘the gulls to
a quarter, and thvt Cormorants Phalacrocorax .carbo had
nearly been wiped out since 1921. There was a further .
loss of thousands of birds off Antrim and Down durlng
attempts to salvage @ wrecked finchor-Donaldson’liner in
hugust. Large losses reported Sweden, Canada,'Ul.S.A.

1,400 birds washed up along 21km of. the spubh Kent coast
in the year August 1935 - hAupgust 1936, including 500 in
April 1936 (Adam, 1936). More. killed when the Bandar

Shahpur was wrecked on the Smalls rocks off S.W.Wales on ..

24 Septenmber, and in Holland in October -~ Novenber (Brouwer
1953); in Cornwall in late November. Péllution also rep-

.. orted from Denmark, New England, and at Gleveland, Ohio,

1937

1938

1940

1942“ ‘.»5.

ot

1946 .

on the Great Lakes of North America (Lincoln, 1936).

Scvere pollution around the mouth’ of.S'an_ Francisco har=-
bour, Califorwia, when the Frank Buck was involved in a
collision on 6 March; mortality estimated at 6,600 Guil-
lemots with nany Western Grebes !Lcchmophorus occ:Ldentalst
and White- Winged Scoter Melanitta deplandi (Aldrich,1938;

Moffit and Orr, 1958) More pollutlp_n in Kent dnd Sussex. ..

in December.

Pollution around the Isle of Wight in February and again .
in May - June, in Suffolk at the end of the year.

Pollution in Suffolk and Nassachusetts in I‘ebruary.
"Blow-out!' of an off—-shorc 0il well caused anxiety in Texas.

Vory severe oa_la.ng, alenyg the east coast of North America
from North Carolina to Nova Scotid following tho entry

‘of U.S.A. in World 'War II. - 5,000 out of 20,000 wildfowl

wintering off Monomoy, Massachuoctts, C,Stlm:lté..d to have

been killed in one incident in late February (Paterson,'-'u 3

1942; Ripley, 19425 Lewis, 1942),

Many auks was hed up in! Devon’ 1n l'L,bru.).ry._

v

Pollution severe in HolluLnd :L.n I‘obruary (Brouwer, ’1953)
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1948

1949
1950

1951

1992

1953

1954 -

AGH

1957

1958

1959

5

Winter quarters of the Whooplng Créane Grus americana in
Louisiana, U.S.A. threatened by oil drilling; threat av-

erted by lateral drilling. 10,000 cut of 50,000 wildfowl

wintering in an area of the Detroit River warmed. by eff-
luent killed by pollutio:; early in the year (Miller and
Whitlock, 1948; Hunt and Ewing, 1953). ; :

Many wildfowl killed in Finland (Lemmetyinen, 1966).

Pollutiocn in January and February in Holland (Brouwer,

1953).

Another disaster in Finland, andmany birds killed at the
mouth of the Elbe, north.Germany, and off eastern England
in the spring.

The wreclk of the Fort Mercer and Pendleton off Chathanm,
Massachusetts, in a gale on 18 February resulted in a mass
mortality of Biders Somateria mollissima wintering nearby.
The following winter the total had declined from 500,000
to 150,000 (Burnett and Snyder, 1954%). Over 30,000 wild-
fowl, mainly Lonyg-tailed Dmnck Clangula hyemalis “killed

off Gotland in the Baltic in March (Lemmetyinen, 1966),

‘and Jackass Penguins. Spheniscus demersus and somne Gannets

were killed off the Cape of Good Hope in August (Rand,

:'1952). R.S5.P.B. vstimated the annual loss dn British

waters at 50,000 to 250,000 birds.

Over 10,000 wildfowl killed in the west Baltic. The Co-=-
ordinating Advisory - Committee arranged a conference to
discuss .the siuatien in London. : '

Pollution in Cornwall in TFebruary and March. Another
10,000 wildfowl killed off Gotland. Further pollution in
Kent later, and in the Irish Sea involving ‘Cumberland,
Lancashire and North .Wales in October. In My 4n inter-
governmental conference in London agreed on a convention
£o limit the discharge oi oil over much wider areas off-
shore. ' e

" Very severe pollution followed the wreck of the Gerd Maersk

off the mouth of _the Elbe in January; mortality in north

- Germany for the year estimated at- 275,000 birds, largely

Common Scoter Melanitta nigra. Pollution of the eggs red-
uced the ‘breeding success of Sandwich Terns Thalasseus

.sandvicensis and other birds along the coast subsequently

TRittinghaus, 1956). hnother 10,000 birds, largely Long-
tailed Ducks, killed off the Rland Islands at this time.
Pollutiocn walso reported in the Irish Sea in October, and

© puffins Iratercula arctica noticed dead at Gibraltar.

1956

Vast mortality when the Seagate went ashore off California
on 6 September. Over 2,000 White-winged Scoter and 900
Guillemots went ashore on four miles of coast alone (Ric-
hardson, 1956). wowEy

Some 40,000 wildfowl, mainly Long-tailed Duck, killed
cast of Gotland in Junuary (Lenimeztyinan, 1966) .«

Severe ' pollution along the north couast of the English
Channel from Sussex to Dorset in January, with 25 lorry-
loads .of  material removed from Bournemouth''besch alone.
Puffins now scverely reduced aund other auks deolining on
Pembroke Islands off South Wales (Lockley, 1958). ;

Many wildfowl killed on.the cwer Weser in Germapy (slon ~
inski, 1959), 4,000 birds killed off Nuntucket Island, New

_ England (Hawkes, 1961). Situztion reviewed at second Int-

vgrnational conference on oil pollution at’ Copenhagen.




1962

1963

1967

1968

" up to thirty miles away (Norris, 1965), - .

Worst recorded kill off Newfoundlund, eastern Canada an-—

‘other 10,000 birds killed in the Detroit river on the

Great Lukes inApril (Hunt and Cowan, 1963), various pol-

lutions in the North Sed, 22,000 wildfowl, mainly scoter,
killed in the Danish arc) spelago (Lemmetysnen, 1966).

A local oil-spill wiped out the diving birds in Poole
Harbour, Southern England, in January (Ranwell and Hewett,"

C1964), there Was severe pollution in Long Island Sound,
“castern U,8,A4. in February (Hawkes, 1961), and 1,200 ‘ducks'

were killed on the lower Detroilt River durinp the spring
(Hunt, 1961). _ - S - i
Tens of thousands of Long-tailed Ducks killed of Gotland
in the Baltic. Amendnents to the International Convention
banning 01l discharpe over wider orecas including the whole.
Baltic and North Sea accepted.

Severe pollution off Cornwall, January -'March, with an

estimated loss of 1,000 bitds in the south and 8,500 in

the.north, and also in Lincolnshire. The worlg population

.- of the Greater Snow Goose Anser coerulescens hyperboreus
threatened by pollution of the marsh below Quebec, Canada,

where;;they_i__fga}d on mipgrdtion in Deécember (Bagles, 1964).
The number  of wildfowl wintering at sea off S.E.England

were by now beconing noticeably reduced (Atkinson‘-—'willes,

1963 )4

Oil-dumped off the preat scabird colony on:the Dry Tort-'

ugasy Florida, on January 7 was covered with dredging
before tlhe Socty Terns Sterna fuscata returned in March;
fone the less 2.7% werc later found to- be poulluted, tem

- timés the normal average. (Clarke et al., 1964), -

SRittiwakes . Rissa tridactyla were wrecked in Nugata Pre-

fecture, Japan, in lute March, where an in¢reasing number

to-ofthese and Streaked Shearwators Galonectris loucomalas

had been’ found oiled along the "shore in  recent years
(Kazawa, 1968), Pollution of Lyttleton Harbour, New Zeal-

and,. on 17 July affected many ~species .but -especlally:

White-flippered Penguins Budyptula albosipgnata and Spotted
Shugs, Phalacrocorax punctatus, some oiled- birds occurring

4

Pollution involved iy excess of 1,700 birds’ on the N.E.
coast of England in January, including northern.races of
auks (Parruc.:, 1967), and over 2.500 birds (andh"‘probably
at least 5,000) in Cornwall (Bourne, 1966). ‘Another 5,000

-9 more, largely pulls, weré “lso killed whel the Scestern

polluted the Medway Estuary, Kenty on 18 September (Buck

and Harrigson, 1967; Harrison, 1967). Long-tailed Duck in..
the Baltic were now reduced to a tenth of thejilr Ppre-war

nunbers (Lemmetyinen y 19667,

The north const of {he English Channel from Kent to Dorset

_was _pollute(L when the Saale was danaped g_f‘_i?,“Beachy Head -
© and- towed, leaking, to Southampton in January, with poll-

ution of the estuuries (Philllipe; 1967Y. Over 4 thousand

birds were .also killed in Lancashire in March, when the '

Torrey Canyon also polluted much of Cornwall and ‘Brittany,
causing an absolute minsmumy cf 19,000 deaths, nearly all

. auks (Gill et al., 1967; Bourne et al., 1967), -

L "leak from the ¢racked hull of the Tunk Duchess in the

Tay Estuary, 'S.E. Scotland, on 29 Tebruary killed some
- 2,000 birds; mainly Eiders, with some -Common Scoter, which

may have incliuded some. 7% of the entire British Eider
population (Greenwood. and Keddie, 1968). The loss of the
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World Glory' off eastern South Africa in mid-June al&o
caused local danuge.
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