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A  Leporycypraea m appa

,  ^ f f a p p a  with an encapsulated
barnacle on the exterior and blister pearl 

formation in the interior
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T he M ap cowry Leporycypraea  mappa  (Linnaeus, 1758) is a w e l l  
known species from the  Indo-Pacific . O n ly  a few records are  know n 
from the  Red Sea and seem to be confined to its southern  part:  th e  
D a h la k  A rch ip e lag o  (S ch ilde r ,  1967).

In the  N a t io n a l  Mollusc Collection  of the  Tel A v iv  U n iv e rs i ty  
(TAU) the re  is a single s h e l l  from the  D a h l a k  Is lands.  It is most 
p robab ly  one of the  specimens recorded by  S c h i ld e r  (1967). T h is  
cowry is c h a ra c te r i s e d  by b r ig h t  orange t e e th  and  belongs th e re fo re  
to Leporycypraea mappa alga  (Perry, 1811).

T h is  specimen has  a le n g th  of 67.7 m m  and  is r a th e r  p a r t ic u la r  in  
two aspects. O n  its dorsum it carries a barnac le  w h ic h  m anaged  to 
grow to a size of 6.3 m m  d ia m e te r ,  before it w as  covered com plete ly  
w i th  a glossy la y e r  by the  cowry. U su a l ly  cowries m anage to keep  
th e i r  she lls  free of any ep ib ionts  due to the fact th a t  th ey  cover th e  
s h e l ls  w i th  t h e i r  m an tle  f laps .  H o w ev e r ,  occas iona lly  barnacles 
m anage  to se t t le  on the  sm ooth  dorsum of a cowry.

In its in te r io r  the beginning of two cases of p ea r l  fo rm atio n  a re  
v is ib le . T he  la rg es t  one w as  tr iggered  by an  accum ulation  of sand 
grains between the  m an tle  a n d  the  inner w a l l  of the  sh e l l ,  the  second 
seems to contain as its nucleus a fo ram in ife ra .
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