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The Trumpet of Hazor -  correspondence

W ith  reference to the  note on 'T h e  T rum pet of H azo r '  {The  
C onchologists ' N e w s le t te r  No. 155) the fo llowing contribution w as 
g ra te fu l ly  received from member H enk K. Mienis, C ura tor , N a t io n a l  
Mollusc Collec tion , H ebrew  U n ivers i ty ,  Jerusalem:

'Concerning the  id e n t i ty  of the  trum pet:  in my opinion w e are  
d e a l in g  here  w i th  a specimen from the  M ed ite r ran ean  Sea and  
not from the  Red Sea. All the  specimens from the Red Sea in 
our collection a re  c h a ra c te r iz e d  by the  presence of a f laring  
outer lip. T h is  fea tu re  is even present in quite  young 
in d iv id u a ls .  T h e  Red Sea species is C haronia  tritonis tr i tonis  
(Linnaeus, 1758). M ed ite r ran ean  specimens h a v e  a more 
constricted a p e r tu re  and belong lo C haronia  tritonis v a r ie g a ta  
(Larm arck , 1816). Like the  one from H azor .  For a revision of 
the  genus C haronia  1 refer to the  m any works by A lan  Beu.'
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T he w ell-k n o w n  b iv a lv e  species D iplodonta  rotundata  (Montagu, 
1803) (Fam. U n g u lin idae )  h a s  to be considered an  offshore  species 
a long th e  M ed ite r ran ean  coast of Israel.  L iving specimens h a v e  been 
d redged  from mud bottoms a t a d e p th  of 51-69 metres, w h i le  em pty  
sh e l ls  and  loose v a lv es  were h a u le d  from d e p th s  betw een  9 and 183 
m etres  (B a ra sh  & Danin, 1992: 265). O n ly  occasionally  a v a lv e  is 
found in  b each  d r i f t .

A  check of th e  D iplodonta  sam ples  present in the  N a t io n a l  
Mollusc Collection  of th e  Tel A v iv  U n iv e rs i ty  (TAU) re v e a le d  th e  
presence of an  in te res t ing  specimen d redged  from a d e p th  of 56 m etres  
off H a i f a  on29 A p r i l  1968 (TAU NS 3258). It is a com plete  specimen, 
most p robably  collected a l iv e ,  w i t h  a len g th  of 12mm. T he  
in te res t ing  fea tu re  of th is  specimen is th e  fact t h a t  in  bo th  v a lv es  a 
sm a ll  b u t  conspicuous b l is te r  p e a r l  is s i tu a ted  near  the  edge of the  
sh e l l  a t  about th e  spot w h e re  the  v e n t ra l  m arg in  merges into  th e  
pos te r io r  m argin .

T h e  p e a r l  in th e  left v a lv e  is s l ig h t ly  la rg e r  t h a n  the  one in th e  
r ig h t  v a lv e .  A t  th e  spot w h e re  th e  p e a r l  fo rm ation  h a s  d ev e lo p ed  
b o th  v a lv e s  show  some i r re g u la r i t ie s  a t  th e  v en tra l  margin: se v e ra l  
former edges a re  s e p a ra te d  from each  o th e r  by numerous sand  grains. 
Most p robab ly  a sand  g ra in  h a s  also tr iggered  th e  p e a r l  form ations.

As fa r  as I know  th is  record constitutes th e  f irs t  report  of b l is te r  
p e a r l  fo rm atio n  in  D iplodon ta rotundata .
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