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COMMENTS BY DR. A, AYALA-CASTANARES

CHAIRMAN IOC

Attached is a copy of the Summary Report of the nineteenth session of 
ICSPRO.

I would like to draw your attention, in particular, to the following 
items:

2. Item 3 Resolution EC—X.3 Karine Scientific Research in the
Mediterranean

Item 5 Future role and functions of the Commission

3. Resolution EC-XI.7 Western Pacific (WESTPAC)

Resolution EC-XI.17 Draft Programme and Budget for the 1981/1982
Biennium

4» Management Plan for the Kuwait Action Plan (KAP) Region

6. Report of the fifth meeting of the ICSPRO officers concerned with TEMA, 
Unesco, 16 - 17 November 1978

2. Item 3 Resolution EC—X.3 Marine^^Scienti^ciResear£h_>iniJjhe
Mediterranean

The Committee decided that any document prepared by the Secretary for 
submission to the Assembly should be cleared with the other co-sponsors of 
the Co-operative Investigations in the Mediterranean (CIM).

The Assembly may wish to note the remarks by the representative of 
UNEP under this itera. Thia does not make it any easier to reach a decision 
at this stage on the future of the Operational Unit for CIM.

Item 5 Future Role and Functions of the Commission

I presented the Committee with details of the outcome of the second 
session of the WU/FUROF, December 1978, and on the report, including the 
18 recommendations presented to the Executive Council at its eleventh 
session (doc. I0C/eC~XI/21). I

I aiso distributed oopieB of the WU/FUROF document on Fliture Directions 
for the IOC* s Marine Science Programme (doc. IOC/WQ—FUROF'-Il/l2), with a 
request for comments by mid-May 1979»

The reaotion of the Committee was positive and comments were promised.

3. Consideration of the adopted resolutions of the eleventh session of the
IOC Ere out Ive Counoil BO-XI, « México City, àë Feiuuary - 3 Maroni 1^79.

Resolution EC-XI.7 Western Paoific (WESTPAC)

Attention was drawn to the invitation of the Executive Council to FAD 
(and its IPFC) to participate in the work of the WESTPAC Task Team,' on
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"Marine Pollution Research and Monitoring using commercially exploited shell­
fish as determinants". However, the representatives of FAO were unwilling to 
make any commitments at this time.

Resolution EC-XI.17 Draft Programme and Budget for the 198l/l982 Biennium

The Secretary explained the further changes that were being incorporated 
in document IOC/UUPLAN-l/2 rev. 3 and their relevance to the ICSPRO agencies 
and UNEP. I recalled that the ICSPRO agencies had been consulted during the 
preparation of this document and would be again for future budget documents.

4. Management Plan for the Kuwait Action Plan (KAP) Region

The Assembly might wish to note paragraph 3 of the report of this item 
concerning the establishment of a Regional Organization with its own Secretariat 
to co-ordinate the implementation of the Kuwait Action Plan. This arrangement 
took the Committee by surprise and confirmed them in their view that it was 
undesirable for the Commission to accept any role as a co-ordinating mechanism 
for the ICSPRO agencies in regard to activities which deal with marine 
scientific researoh (in particular baseline studies and monitoring of marine 
pollution), as had been proposed by UNEP.

The Committee further agreed that such a decision did not compromise 
IOC*s role as a "joint specialized mechanism". ICSPRO Agencies would continue 
to look to IOC to carry out other appropriate co-ordination activities. 
Furthermore the Committee found no objection to IOC continuing to execute 
UNEP projects, as IOC*s right to do so has already been confirmed by UneBco.

I reminded the Committee that IOC had prepared the draft management plan 
as a consequence of a UNEP invitation to ICSFRO-XVIII "to entrust IOC, under 
the overall co-ordination of UNEP, with the co-ordination of those ICSPRO 
agency activities which deal with marine research (in particular with baseline 
studies and monitoring of marine pollution)". The Secretary had on that 
occasion indicated the problems involved but the representative of UNEP had 
however insisted that IOC take on this task in its role as a joint 
specialized mechanism for the ICSPRO agencies.

6. Report of the fifth meeting of the ICSPRO Officers concerned with TEMA.
Unesco.' — 17 November 197^ ................ .....................................................  I

I invited the ICSPRO Agencies to submit further comments or recommen­
dations on the subject of the future structure and terms of reference of the 
Working Committee for TEMA in time for consideration by an adjioc group which 
had been formed to consider the matter furthep and which would work by corres­
pondence and meet just before the IOC Assembly, 15 October - 3 November 1979»
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1 (a) Opening of the session

• The nineteenth session of the Inter-secretariat Committee
on Scientific Programmes Relating to Oceanography (ICSPRO) opened at 10.00 
on Monday 26 March 1979 in "the United Nations Office at Geneva.

Mr. S. Quijano-Caballero, Director, United Nations External 
Relations and Inter-Agency Affairs, Geneva, welcomed the participants 
on behalf of the Secretary-General of the United Nations. In his 
opening statement, Mr. Quijano-Caballero drew attention to the increasing 
importance of regional co-operation and the fact that the General Assembly 
resolution on the restructuring of the economic and social sectors of the 
United Nations, as well as other resolutions, have generated considerable 
impetus toward establishing a proper framework for improving regional 
co-operation and decentralization of certain activities. The full text 
of Mr. Quijano-Caballero's statement is attached as Annex II.

The list of documents is given in Annex III and the list 
of participants in Annex IV.

1 (b) Adoption of the agenda

The agenda (Annex i) was adopted with the addition of a 
number of sub-items under item 7 - Any other business.

2. Matters arising from the report of the eighteenth session
of the Committee (iCSPRO-XVIII, Geneva, 27-30 September~97'8)

Item 2 IOC Scientific Advisory Board

' The Secretary IOC reported that the IOC Scientific Advisory
Board was holding its 'fourth session in Paris, concurrently with this 
session. He informed the Committee that SAB had carried out an in-depth 
study of GIPME which had been presented to the Executive Council at its 
recent eleventh session. This had been well received and had been passed 
with comments and additional material to the Working Committee for GIPME 
and the Joint Working Committee for IGOSS for their mutual consideration 
and action on the recommendations therein.

The Secretary IOC aiso recalled that this was the last session 
of the SAB in its present form, before its structure and terms of reference 
are reviewed by the IOC Assembly.

Membership of UNEP in the Committee

The representative of UNEP confirmed that the position of his 
agency had not changed since the last session, i.e. before deciding on 
membership,‘in its own right in ICSPRO, UNEP would need further 
clarification on the way the ICSPRO agencies are intending to use IOC 
as their "joint specialized mechanism".

Item 3 Resolution EC-X.5 Marine Scientific Research in
the Mediterranean ■

The Secretary IOC recalled that he had been instructed to hold 
discussions with interested Member States to obtain their views as to which
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are the most important scientific problems in the Mediterranean, which of 
these require the support and assistance of the IOC and at what level of 
priority and what type of organizational structure, if any, should be 
established within the IOC to deal with these needs. He reported that he 
had already started these discussions and would be preparing a paper for 
the forthcoming Assembly session. It was agreed that any paper produced 
should be cleared with the other co-sponsors of the Co-operative 
Investigations in the Mediterranean (CIM).

The representative of UNEP reported that the intergovernmental 
meeting of Mediterranean Coastal States, Geneva, 5-10 February 1979 > 
did not reach a decision on the site fur the Co-ordination Unit of the 
Mediterranean Action Plan and it would therefore remain in Geneva for the 
next two years until February 1981 when a decision would be made, by vote 
if necessary. He remarked that it might be possible to give the Operational 
Unit of CIM a certain role linked with the MAP Co-ordination Unit, if the 
co-sponsors of CIM so desire.

Item 4 Confidentiality of data

The representative of UNEP reported that though some countries 
insisted on the inclusion of a let-out clause regarding restriction of 
certain data, in fact ali data received so far by UNEP had been unclassified. 
The Secretary IOC noted that in approving a Working Relationship Letter of 
Agreement with the Comisión Permanente del Pacifico Sur (CPPS), the IOC 
Executive Council had insisted that a clause referring to classified 
data be deleted.

Item 5 Future Role and Functions of the Commission

The Chairman IOC reported briefly on developments since the 
last session of the Committee. He informed the Committee that the Working 
Group on FUROF had held its second session in December 1978 and had 
presented a report, incorporating a number of recommendations, to the 
Executive Council (doc. I0C/EC-Xl/2l).

The Executive Council had adopted a resolution (EC-XI.15 - 
see item 3 below) forwarding certain amendments to Articles 1 and 2 
of the Statutes to the Assembly, where the Working Group had supported 
these unanimously. Decisions on other proposed amendments had been 
deferred until supplementary information had been provided.

He aiso informed the Committee that the WG/FUROF document 
on Future Directions for the IOC's Marine Science Programme 
(doc. I0C/WG-FUR0F-Il/l2) had now been finalized. Copies were 
distributed to participants with a request for comments by mid-May 1979-

a
The Secretary IOC confirmed that copies would be sent out to .

Member States of IOC and the Advisory Bodies very shortly with the same 
deadline for responses.

3« Consideration of the adopted resolutions of the eleventh
session of the IOC Executive Council (eC-XI), Mexico City,
26 February - 3 March 1979

The Secretary IOC introduced the resolutions adopted at the 
eleventh session of the IOC Executive Council and drew attention to 
matters he considered to be of interest or concern to the ICSPRO agencies.
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This resolution supplements resolution EC-X.4. Investigation 
of Processes in the Major Ocean Areas and aiso the instruction given to 
the Secretary by the IOC Assembly to conduct a census of on-going 
programmes of long time-series of observations of climate (ref: doc. 
IOC/EC-X/3, item 5- 5•3)•

The JOC of GARP and SCOR were developing a Pilot Ocean 
Monitoring Study (POMS) and a joint SCOR/lOC Committee on Climatic 
Changes and the Ocean (CCCO) had been formed and would hold its first 
meeting in Miami in September 1979* '

Resolution EC-XI.4 The IOC Association for the Caribbean and
adjacent regions (iOCARIBE)

The representative of PAO reported excellent co-operation 
between IOCARIBE and the Western Central Atlantic Fishery Commission 
(WECAFC). This would be enhanced by the forthcoming move of the ■
IOCARIBE Secretariat to San José, Costa Rica. '

Reference was made to the forthcoming Workshop of Coastal 
Area Management and Development in the Caribbean Region which is now 
scheduled to be held in Mexico in September 1979» It was stressed that 
the official letters of invitation should clarify the assignment of 
responsibilities amongst the co-sponsoring bodies.

Resolution EC-XI.7 Western Pacific (WESTPAC)

The Secretary IOC reported on the outcome of three meetings 
that had been held recently in Tokyo: the 4th (terminal) CSK Symposium; 
a two-day WESTPAC Workshop; and the first session of the IOC Working 
Group for WESTPAC. The reports of these meetings would be distributed 
shortly.

Resolution EC-XI.l Global Atmospheric Research Programme (GARP)

He drew attention in particular to the various activities 
that the Working Group had decided to implement initially, including a 
physical oceanographic monitoring project as a component of IGOSS and a 
Marine Pollution Research and Monitoring project using commercially 
exploited shellfish as determinants. Task teams were being formed 
to supervise these two projects and the Executive Council had invited 
FAO (and its IPFC) to participate fully in the work of the second Task Team.

The representatives of FAO stated that they were not at this 
time able to make any commitments in the area and anyhow as far as 
fisheries were concerned, the mangrove problems and related aquaculture 
were far more important for the region. Co-ordination of these 
activities was discussed later (see item 7(d.) below).

The representative of the United Nations drew attention to a 
UN(0ET0)-CC0P/S0PAC Seminar on Coastal Area Development which would be 
held in Manila in November 1979* He invited participation by other 
agencies.
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The representative of WMO reported that concern had been expressed 
that joint sponsorship of the Working Group might hamper co-ordination of 
activities; this had proved to be unfounded. A planning meeting to 
co-ordinate the implementation of activities recommended by the Working 
Gj I up would be.held later in the year.

The representative of PAO stated that in his view activities 
in this region, in particular those in support of fisheries, should be 
made self sufficient as soon as possible.

The Chairman IOC stressed that the most imports.nt priority 
for the region was to build up sufficient manpower to undertake ali the 
necessary tasks and the project could not become self sufficient until 
this was done.

Resolution EC-XI.9 International Bathymetric Chart of the
Mediterranean (IBCM)

The Secretary IOC drew attention to the decision to set up 
temporary disciplinary groups to produce overlay sheets in different 
fields and asked for assistance with, and advice on, those dealing with 
chemistry and biology. .

Resolution EC-XI.ll Joint IOC/WMO Working Committee for IGOSS

In reference to recommendation JWC-IGOSS-I.2 National 
Representatives for IGOSS, the representative of WMO suggested that 
IOC has too many points of contact and it would be a considerable step 
forward to œduce these to one for each country. The Secretary IOC 
recognized the criticism but suggested that this was due to the basic 
infrastructure of oceanography which is much more fragmented than meteorology 
in most countries. However, he agreed that this was a step towards 
achieving this goal.

Resolution EC-XI.12 Continuation of Drifting Buoy Observations
within IGOSS after the First GARP Global
Experiment (FGGE)

The Secretary IOC drew particular attention to this new 
technology which had been developed for FGGE but would almost certainly 
become one of the main sources of meteorological and oceanographic 
data from ocean areas with a low density of shipping, particularly '
the southern hemisphere, in the next decade. The task of the proposed ' 
new mechanism would be to act as a focal point for co-ordinating 
international drifting buoy programmes.

Resolution EC-XI.13 Marine Science Terminologies

The representative of Unesco stressed that the present ASFIS 
thesaurus was inadequate for marine science needs in regard to the 
diversity of the terms required.

Resolution EC-XI.8 The Phenomenon known as "El Nino"
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The Secretary IOC drew attention to the final preambular paragraph 
in this resolution and the message to UNEP and other organizations involved 
in Marine Pollution Research and Monitoring Programmes which appears under 
recommendation IODE-IX.2 - Marine Environmental Data Availability.

In reference to recommendation IODE-IX. 3 - Co-roperation with 
WMO on Marine Environmental Data Management, the representative of WMO 
reported that an informal planning meeting for this project was being 
arranged in September'1979•

Resolution EC-XI.15 Proposed Amendments to the Statutes 
■ ) .

The Secretary IOC drew the attention of the Committee to the 
proposed amendments to Articles 1 and 2 of the IOC Statutes which would 
be passed to the IOC Assembly in October 1979 and. the Unesco General 
Conference in September. 1980. He stressed that the amendments to 
Article 1 in wflich IOC is described as "a body with functional autonomy 
within the framework of Unesco" was intended as a clarification of the 
present legal and constitutional status of IOC, not as a change of status.

Resolution EC-XI.17 Draft Programme and Budget for the 1981/1982
Biennium

Resolution EC-XI.14 Ninth session of the IOC Working Committee on IODE

The Secretary IOC explained the further changes that were being 
incorporated in this document (doc. IOC/BUPLAN-l/2 rev.3) as a result of 
comments and criticisms made by the Executive Council. These dealt with 
two main points: i) the presentation of ICSPRO agency and UNEP support 
to IOC, and funding of joint activities; and ii) better presentation of 
priorities within programmes.

He said that copies of the final document IOC/BUPLAN-l/2 r.ev.4 
would be sent to ICSPRO agencies and UNEP as soon as it has been 
finalized, to allow time for them to prepare comments for consideration 
by the IOC Assembly at its eleventh session. The document would not be 
revised again to incorporate these comments.

The Chairman IOC recalled that the ICSPRO agencies had been 
consulted during the preparation of this document and the same procedure 
would be followed in future exercises.

4. Management Plan for the Kuwait Action Plan (KAP) Region

Mr. R. C. Griffiths, Assistant Secretary IOC, introduced a 
paper entitled "The relationship of IOC to the ICSPRO Agencies and UNEP 
in the context'of the Kuwait Action Plan" (doc. ICSPRO-XIX/5) and aiso the 
revised Management Plan for the Marine Pollution Research and Monitoring ’ 
Components of the Kuwait Action Plan. He recalled that two issues were 
involved: the management of agency participation in the Kuwait Action Plan,
with the possible role of the Secretary IOC in this; and the connexion 
between the IOC role in the Plan and UNEP's membership of ICSPRO.
The revised Management Plan differed from the first draft in omitting ali
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projects not bearing significantly on marine pollution research and 
monitoring (therefore it no longer referred to several projects considered 
originally), and in omitting much of the opérât tonal detail (though this 
does not signify the invalidity of much of this detail). The general 
structure and principles were retained. He noted that the restriction 
of the Management Plan places a greater burden of co-ordination on PAO 
since it was proposed that three of the projects, for which PAO is the 
lead Organization, be combined into one to be co-ordinated and executed 
by PAO.

' The representative of UNEP explained that the intergovernmental,
experts' meeting had been postponed and was now scheduled for 19 May 1979 
to allow Iran to participate but this had not yet been confirmed. He 
further stated that Member States' ratification of the Kuwait Regional 
Convention for co-operation on the Protection of the Marine Environment 
from Pollution is proceeding rapidly. Three of the eight states have 
filed their instruments of ratification: Kuwait, Iraq and Qatar. Bahrain 
has declared by cable that it will do so and Saudi Arabia is expected to 
do so in April or ^ay. The Convention will enter into force 90 days 
following the date of deposit of five such instruments.

The Convention once it comes into force, establishes a Regional 
Organization with its own Secretariat to co-ordinate the implementation 
of the Action Plan and UNEP would transfer ali its responsibilities for the 
Interim Secretariat to the Regional Organization. Thereafter United 
Nations Agencies would deal with the Regional Organization rather than 
UNEP, although UNEP might be asked by the Regional' Organization to remain 
associated with the future development of the Action Plan. He estimated 
that a Conference of the Contracting Parties probably could not be called 
before early 1980 in order to establish the Regional Organization. Thus 
it might be a year or more before UNEP transfers its present responsibility 
for the co-ordination of the Action Plan. ■ ■

Ile assured the Committee that UNEP's policy was to work through 
the Agencies, but that the Regional Organization, when established, could 
proceed in some other fashion if it eo desired. He hoped it would continue 
arrangements already in existence.

In response to discussion, he went on to explain that the 
proposed experts' meeting in May will review the substantive content 
of the draft programme document (doc. UNEP/WG.23/3) prepared jointly 
by ali ICSPRO Agencies, with regard to objectives, appropriateness 
of the work plan, budget, etc. Priorities for the projects would be 
set. He said that some staging in time of the projects was likely as 
ali of the funds are not yet available, although sufficient money has been 
received to allow a start to be made.

With regard to the draft management plan prepared by IOC, 
the Committee agreed that its purpose was to guide the Agencies and 
that it should not be presented for consideration by the proposed 
experts' meeting. •

The Committee agreed that a consensus exists on the substantive 
content of the draft programme document for the implementation of the 
environmental assessment and management components of the Kuwait Action
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Plan. However the Committee further noted that the work plan would be 
delayed by almost a year because of postponement of approval by the 
experts' group and because of the summer climate in the region.

The Committee agreed that the IOC was not the appropriate 
body to co-ordinate the activities of the Agencies in the Kuwait Action 
Plan. This task should be carried out initially by UNEP, acting as the 
Interim Secretariat for the Kuwait Action Plan.

The Committee further agreed that this did not compromise 
IOC's role as a joint specialized mechanism. ICSPRO Agencies would 
continue to look to IOC to carry out other appropriate co-ordination 
activities. Furthermore the Committee found no objection to IOC 
continuing to execute UNEP projects, as IOC's right to do so has 
already been confirmed by Unesco. Although the substance of the 
management plan was not discussed, the representative of IOC pointed 
out that ali tasks listed therein for the IOC, the Interim Secretariat 
and the individual project managers are tasks that will need to be 
undertaken.

The Chairman IOC reminded the Committee that IOC had prepared 
the draft management plan as a consequence of a UNEP invitation to 
ICSPRO-XVIII "to entrust IOC, under the overall co-ordination of UNEP, 
with the co-ordination of those ICSPRO agency activities which deal 
with marine research (in particular with baseline studies and 
monitoring of marine pollution)". The Secretary IOC had on that 
occasion indicated the problems involved but the representative of 
UNEP had however insisted that IOC take on this task in its role as 
a joint specialized mechanism for the ICSPRO agencies.'

5. Regional Co-operation in Marine Science

a) Consultant's report

The Secretary IOC introduced a report, with the above title, 
which had been prepared by a consultant, Dr. Lewis M. Alexander, for ICSPRO.

It was recalled the the report had been prepared in response 
to a decision taken at the seventeenth session of ICSPRO when the agencies 
had called for the preparation of a Report which would consist of three 
parts:

<r
. I. A review of the present state of existing regional

bodies within and outside the U.N. system dealing . 
wholly or in part with matters relating to marine 
science and its applications.

II. Trends or developments of particular importance affecting 
marine science and its applications, together with a 
review or expose of what problems are foreseen (or are 
already being experienced) and the general issues involved.

III. Proposed solutions to these problems.

IOC, acting as a "joint specialized mechanism" for the ICSPRO 
agencies, had retained the services of a consultant to prepare a report 
covering Parts I and II above and it had been the intention that Part III 
wouldvbe prepared by the ICSPRO agencies when this was complete.
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He noted further that the Committee had decided at its 
eighteenth session to hold a meeting in January 1979 to consider the 
matter (doc. ICSPR0-XV1II/j, item 6(f)) but this had been postponed at 
the request of PAO which agency was then reviewing it,s policy with 
regard to regional subsidiary bodies.

The representative of PAO confirmed that at the present time 
his agency had the strengthening and decentralization of ali FAO sponsored 
regional bodies under review. It was the opinion of FAO that this review 
must proceed very carefully, taking fully into account the views of Member 
States. For this reason the review would take at least two years to 
complete and it was intended that the matter be discussed again by the FAO 
Council at its 1980 meeting. In view of this timetable, he could not 
agree to the general dissemination to Member States at this time of 
the internal ICSPRO report, bearing the name of FAO as a co-sponsor.

The representative of the United Nations expressed similar 
doubts, in particular with the consultant's references to the Third 
United Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea and its Informal Composite 
Negotiating Text (iCNT). His timetable was that OETO had to report to 
ECOSOC on "Uses of the Sea" in 1981; this document would contain a section 
on regional arrangements.

Other agencies supported these views and there was a general 
consensus that the report as it now stands, should be treated solely as 
an internal document for the use of ICSPRO agencies. For this purpose 
it was considered an excellent background report which was welcomed, 
as it would be of considerable benefit to members of ICSPRO for their 
own activities. .

The representative of UNEP pointed out, however, that there 
were a number of factual errors in the report, besides certain conclusions 
which were those of the Consultant and were not acceptable to his agency.

The representative of IMCO -pointed out that the report had 
exceeded its original terms of reference in that it dealt with many aspects 
of regional co-operation in marine affairs. FAO shared this view.

The Secretary IOC drew attention to the fact that he had to 
present a report on the subject to the forthcoming eleventh session 
of the IOC Assembly in October/November 1979 and that he had hoped 
to place the document before his Member States in its present form.

After considerable discussion, it was decided thai Chapters 
1-4 and the Appendices could be used as the factual basis for a document 
to be presented by the Secretary IOC. Ali references to the ICNT would 
be removed and factual errors would be corrected.

Ali agencies were asked to review chapters 1-4 and the Appendices 
and to send in a list of corrections to the Secretary IOC by 30 April 1979*

The Committee decided to keep the matter under review and 
to place it on the agenda for the next session.
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b) Second Interagency Meeting on the Regional Seas

The representative of UNEP reported that a Second interagency 
Meeting on the Regional Seas - to review UNEP's p1ana related to the 
marine environment and the interest of the agencies in these activities - 
would be held at PAO, Rome, 23-25 July 1979- The conclusions of this 
meeting would be used as input for a [hematic joint programming ■
meeting, at present scheduled to be held in Rome, 22-26 October 1979- 
It was pointed out thai the latter dates were unacceptable if marine 
science and marine pollution programmes were to be discussed, as they 
cJash with the eleventh session of the IOC Assembly.

The representative of UNEP informed the Committee that a 
second draft of the Plan of Action for the Gulf of Guinea region is 
under preparation and would be sent out to ali agencies shortly, ile 
pointed out that UNEP goes to considerable lengths to ensure that ali 
agencies are informed of his agency's plans and expressed the hope that 
reciprocal action would be taken by the agencies.

c) ASEIS Register of Activities

It was recalled that the ACC Sub-Committee on Marine Affairs 
had pioneered an ASFIS register of activities listing plans and programmes 
of work for each agency. When the decision was taken to stop regular 
sessions of tile ACC Sub-Committee on Marine Affairs, it had been 
confirmed thai the register would be continued. The Committee concurred 
fully that there was a need for ali agencies to be kept fully informed 
of ali plans and ongoing activities.

6. Report of the fifth meeting of the ICSPRO Officers concerned
■ with TEMA, Unesco, 16-17. November 1978

The representative of Unesco and the Secretary of IOC outlined 
the present status of activities covered by the report. They further 
indicated that the proposed terms of reference for the- Working Committee 
for TEMA had been considered by the IOC Executive Council at its eleventh 
session and an ad hoc group had been formed to consider the matter further. 
Thia would work by correspondence and meet just before the IOC Assembly 
(15 October - 3 November 1979)- The Chairman of IOC invited the TEMA 
officers of the Agencies to submit further comments or recommendations 
on the subject to the Fourth Vice-Chairman.

The representative of FAO noted that the input from his agency 
to TEMA activities in the CINCW10 region would be through the Indian 

'Ocean Programme.

The Committee approved the TEMA Officers' report and further 
recommended that the TEMA Officers meet at an early date, following 
consultation on a draft agendaywith such items as the following: (i) 
recommendations concerning the Working Committee for TEMA; (i.i) follow-up 
activities concerning the training of marine technicians, and the 
introduction of oceanography and the marine environment into secondary 
schools' curricula; (iii) preparation of the workshop on curricula in 
fisheries science; and (iv) TEMA aspects of ocean engineering and marine 
technology.
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The representative of FAO reported that no budgetary provisions 
had been made for the FAO share of the proposed Workshop to develop 
curricula in Fishery Science at University and/or post-graduate level 
(document IOC-TEMA/lCSPRO-V/3, Appendix i). The representative of Unesco 
confirmed that the Unesco share would be forthcoming and urged the 
representative of FAO to reconsider the matter. The representative of 
FAO agreed to do so.

7. Any other business

(a) Third United Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS)

The representative of the United Nations reported that there was 
little new information that he could give the Committee since its last 
session. The subject of Marine Scientific Research is not under active 
consideration at the preöent time but may be taken up later in the current 
session. A revised text of the ICNT is likely to become available by the 
end of the eighth session of the Conference. .

(b) United Nations Conference ori Science and Technology for
Development (UNCSTD)

The representative of Unesco briefed the Committee on the state of 
preparations for UNCSTD, which is now scheduled to be held in Vienna, 20-31 
August 1979* He aiso briefed the Committee on the International Colloquium 
on Science, Technology and Society (FORUM A.) to be held in Vienna, 13-17 
August 1979, which is being organized by the U.N. Advisory Committee on 
the Application of Science and Technology to Development.

The representative of Unesco further pointed out that Unesco 
is 'considering the preparation of an exhibit to be presented at FORUM A 
and UNCSTD. Tentatively, the exhibit .would portray scientific information 
and marine science as examples of the application of science and technology 
for development. He invited comments of the Committee and expressed 
Unesco's willingness to collaborate with interested agencies, where 
possible, within the limits of finances and content of exhibit. The Committee 
considered that time was too short and resources too limited to organize 
such an exhibit of high quality. If the agencies have any further comments, 
they should communicate these to the Chief of the Division of Marine 
Sciences, Unesco, before 6 April 1979•

' (c) Remote Sensing

The representative of the United Nations recalled that at its 
eighteenth session, the Committee had invited the Remote Sensing Unit 
of the U.N. Centre for Natural Resources to advise it on the feasibility 
of holding a series of regional seminars in Remote Sensing Applications 
(ref. document ICSPRO-XVIIl/3, item 2). He presented verbally a short 
report from the head of the Remote Sensing Unit, Dr. K.-H. Szekielda, 
in which he offered to provide additional assistance to look into the 
financial implications and identify possible supporting sources, using 
in particular Danish facilities. The representative of the United Nations 
reported that he had aiso just received a cable in which support was 
offei’ed by the International Training Centre, Enschede, Netherlands.
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The Committee decided to consider the matter further at its 
next session when hopefully the long-awaited IOC Technical Series publication 
would be available.

(d) Mangroves r

The representative of UNEP outlined the place of the mangrove 
ecosystem in South-east Asia in respect to UNEP's preparation of a 
regional seas action plan for the region. He indicated that the ASEAN 
countries have particularly urged UNEP to be active in this area.
He described UNEP's co-operation with FAO in a regional project. He 
urged ali agencies to contribute to the preparation of the action plan, 
which should be completed towards the end of 1980.

The representative of Unesco described the programme of his 
agency concerning the mangrove ecosystem, emphasizing that it is intended 
to be complementary to that of FAO and to provide an input to regional 
action plans, such as that of UNEP. He recalled a seminar on the uses 
of the mangrove, which had been held in Bangladesh in December 1978, 
and drew the attention of the Committee to the SCOR/Unesco Working 
Group on Mangrove Ecosystems (SCOR WG6o) and to the existence of a 
draft UNDP regional programme on mangrove research and training. He 
especially invited FAO and UNEP to participate and provide support to 
participants in the Asian Symposium on the Mangrove Marine Environment 
planned to be organized by Unesco in South-east Asia in the first half 
of 1980. The symposium is to bo followed by a small workshop to summarize 
recommendations for research needed for knowledge on,ani management of, 
the mangrove ecosystem. -

The representative of FAO indicated that FAO dealt with both the 
fisheries and forestry aspects of the mangroves. The Secretary IOC 
drew attention to WESTPAC recommendations concerning marine pollution 
using commercially exploited shellfish as determinants, and large-scale 
physical oceanographic monitoring of the region (within the framework 
of IGOSS), as being pertinent to the regional seas plan of action.

(e) Meetings on Coastal Area Problems

The representative of the United Nations announced that a meeting 
is being organized on coastal area development and management in South-east 
Asia, to be held in Manila in November 1979» in co-operation with CCOP 
(of ESCAP) and the German foundation for Development. CCOP 'and the 
foundation will each fund one participant from each countiy of the 
region. He invited UNEP and interested agencies to help fund the 
resource specialists and other costs.

The representative of the United Nations and the .Secretary IOC 
further announced that the IOC/UN/Unesco/UNU/UNEP Workshop on Coastal 
Area Development and Management in the Caribbean Region would be held 
in Mexico, most likely in September 1979»

8. Date and Place of next session

Concerning scheduling of the next meeting of ICSPRO the 
Committee recognized that much specialized ICSPRO co-ordination and 
co-operation occurs on a continuing basis in programmes such as
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IDOE, TEMA, IGOSS, FGGE, GIPME, IONE, ASFIS, ODAS, Coastal Area Development, 
etc. Thus a major function of ICSPRO is to review and confirm co-operation 
in these various programmes amongst the ICSPRO Agencies in a timely fashion.

The representative of the FAO suggested that it might; be 
preferable to hold the next session of the Committee after the IOC 
Assembly when knowledge of the decisions taken thereat could be 
considered.

This was agreed in principle but when investigated, it was found 
that the period immediately after the Assembly was unsuitable to most agencies.

After discussion, two alternatives were tentatively agreed:

(i) 17-19 December 1979 at IMCO headquarters, London;

(ii) In conjunction with a possible ad hoc meeting of the 
ACC Sub-Committee on Marine Affairs.

9. Adoption of the Summary Report, of the session

The Summary Report of the session (document ICSPRO-XIX/3 - ■
this document) was adopted. ■

10. Closure of the session

The Committee expressed its great appreciation to Mr. D.P.D. Scott, 
Secretary IOC, for his long devoted and effective service as Secretary 
of ICSPRO. The smooth functioning and success of ICSPRO is directly 
related to his fine efforts.

The Chairman closed the session at 12.55 on Wednesday 28 March
1979.
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Opening Statement by Mr. S. Quiiano-Caballero.
Director. UN External Relations and Inter-Agency

Affairs. Geneva

On behalf of the United Nations, I have the pleasure of welcoming 
you to the Palais dea Nations for the nineteenth session of the Inter­
secretariat Committee on Scientific Programmes Relating to Oceanography.

As you have a rather heavy agenda for your two-day session, I will be 
very brief in my remarks.

It seems to me that your present session is a particularly important 
one, coming as it does between the eleventh session of the IOC Executive 
Council, which was held less than a month ago in Mexico City, and the 
forthcoming biennial session of the IOC Assembly to be held next fall in 
Paris.

As you are well aware, the Executive Council dealt with, among other 
items, the important question of the future role and functions of the IOC.
I know that the ICSPRO Agencies, including, of course, the UN, have been 
closely associated with the study of this matter and attach considerable 
importance to strengthening the capabilities of the IOC in the field of 
marine science. I would like to reaffirm the continuing support of the 
UN for the successful outcome of this exercise.

The question of regional co-operation is aiso one that is of particular 
concern to the UN, as I believe it is for the other agencies represented here 
In the case of the UN, the General Assembly resolution on the restructuring 
of the economic and social sectors of the UN, as well as other resolutions, 
have generated considerable impetus toward establishing a proper framework 
for improving co-operation between Headquarters and the regional commissions 
and decentralizing certain activities to the Commissions in various fields, 
including marine affairs. This matter has been discussed at a meeting in 
Rabat between the Executive Secretaries of the Regional Commissions and 
Headquarters officials including Mr. Jean Ripert, the Under-Secretary-General 
of the Department of International Economic and Social Affairs.

Increasingly, therefore, consideration of the question of regional 
co-operation in marine science and more broadly, marine affairs, will need 
to take account of the role of the regional commissions as they strengthen 
their capabilities in this area.

T understand from Mr.Lévy that the report on Uses of the Soa to be 
submitted to ECOSOC in 1980 will deal briefly with this important question of 
regional co-operation and that a more detailed treatment will be provided in 
a subsequent report, taking into account the results of a recent consultant 
study on this subject commissioned by the ICSPRO agencies.
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In closing, I would like to reiterate United Nations sup jrt for 
ICSPRO, which has proved an effective co-ordination mechanism in the field 
of marine science. It aiso results that in view of UN General Assembly- 
resolution 32/197 concerning the restructuring of the economic and social 
sectors of the LIN system, and the decision thai the ACC Sub-Committee on 
Marine Affairs should no longer exist as a permanent body, the work of your 
committee will continue to be followed with great interest by the ACC and 
its new subsidiary mechanisms. There is no doubt that the ICSPRO is an 
outstanding example of close co-ordination between the agencies in a 
specialist field of mutual interest and that the benefits to be gained 
from multi-agency collaboration of this kind are indeed very considerable. I

I wish you every success in your deliberations.
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1 (a) Opening ul' the session .

The nineteenth session of the Inter-secretariat Committee . 
on Scientific Programmes Relating to Oceanography (ICSPRO) opened at 10.00 
on Monday 26 March 1979 in the United Ration:; Officp at Geneva.

Mr. S. Quijano-Caballero, Director, United Nations External 
Relations and Inter-Agency Affairs, Geneva, welcomed the participants 
on behalf of the Secretary-General of the United Nations. In his 
opening statement, Mr. Quijano-Caballero drew attention to the increasing 
Importance of regional co-operation and the fact that the General Assembly 
resolution on I,he ros trueluring of (lie economic and social sectors of the 
United Nations, as well as other resolutions, have generated considerable 
.impetus toward establishing a proper framework for improving regional 
co-operation and decentralization of certain activities. The full text 
of Mr. Quijano-Caballero1s statement is attached as Annex II.

The list of documents is given in Annex III and the list 
of participants in Annex IV.

1 (b) Adoption of the agenda

The agenda (Annex i) was adopted with the addition of a 
number' of sub-items under item 7 - Any other business.

2. Matters arising from the report, of the eighteenth session
ol’ the Gummi Iteo ( ICGUKO-XV 11 1 , Genova, 27-jG September T/TjV-O

J toni 2 KUI Goi uii tille Advisory board '

The Secretary TOC reported that the roc Gcionti fic Advisory 
Hoard war luii ding its 'fourth session .iii Paris, concurrently with this 
si-ss i nii. Ile in To lined the Commit I eo that, UAH had carried out an in-depth 
.study of GIPME which had been presented to the Executive Council at its 
recent eleventh session. This had been well received and had been passed 
wi Ui comments and additional material to the Working Committee for GIPME 
and the Joint Working Committee for J.G03G for their mutual consideration 
and aoi. inii on the recommondations therein.

Tile Secretary IOC aiso recalled that this was the last session 
of Ule GAR in .its present form, before .its structure and terms of reference 
are reviewed by the IOC Assembly. 1

Memberch.i p of UNEP in tile Committee

The representative of UNEP confirmed that the position of his 
agency had not changed since the last session, i.e.'before deciding on 
membership, iii its owil right in ICSPRO, UNEP would need further 
clarification ori tile way the ICSPRO agencies are intending to use IOC 
as their "joint specialized mechanism".

Ttern 3 Resolution EC-X.3 Marine Scientific Research in 
the Mediterranean

The Secretary IOC recalled that he had been instructed to hold 
discussions witti interested Member States to obtain their views as to which
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iire ihi' moyi import,int scientific problems in the Mediterranean, which of 
these require the support and assistance of the IOC and at what level of 
priority and what, type of organizational structure, if any, should be 
established within tile; TOC io deal with those needs. Ile reported that he 
had already started those discussions and would be preparing a paper for 
Ule forthcoming Assembly session. It was agreed that any paper produced 
should be cleared with the other co-sponsors of the Co-operative 
Investigations In Um Mediterranean (CIM).

lile repreoentative of UNEP reported that the intergeramental 
meeting of Mediterranean CoastaL States, (Ionova, 5-10 February 1979, 
did not- readi a decision on tile site for the Co-ordination Unit of the 
Mediterranean Action Plan arid it would therefore remain In Geneva for the 
next two years until February 19U1 when a decision would be made, by vote 
if necessary. Ilo remarked that it might bo possible to give the Operational 
Unit of Ci.M a certain role Linked with the MAP Co-ordination Unit, if the 
co-sponsors of CIM so desire.

i tern 4 Condi fonti, a Ui ty of data

The representative of UNEP reported that though some countries 
insisted on the inclusion of a let-out clause regarding1 restriction of 
ceria in data, in fart. ali dal,a received so far by UNEP had been unclassified. 
The Secretary 10C noted that in approving a Working Relationship Letter of 
Agreement willi the Comis it'n Permanente del Pacifica Sur (CPPS), the IOC 
Executive Council had insisted that a clause referring to classified 
data bei deleted.

Item 5 Future Role and Functions of the Commission

The Chairman 10C reported briefly on developments since the 
last session of Um Committee. Ilo infonned the Committee that the Working 
Group on Fl I Kui’ had Ir'ld its second session in December 1978 and had 
nrescnt.cd a import, i ncorporat.ing a number of recommendations, to the 
Executive Council (doc. IOC/EC-X.L/21 ).

T'lie Executive Council had adopted a resolution (MUI—XI.15 - 
seo Ll em '■) bel.uw) L>re , rdi ng certain amendments to Articles i and 2 
of Ule G ta tu ter. Io Ule Assembly, whero the Working Group had supported 
those unanimously. Roeisions on other proposed amendments had been 
deferred until supplementary i nf< erma t ion had been provided. :

Ile aiso .informed Ule Committee that the WG/FURUF document 
■ iii Kui a iv Iii ree I. i mus for tile UiC s Marine liei enna Programme 
(doc. TOC/WG-FlIROF-Il/l?) had now been finalized. Copies were 
distri bated Lo participants wi Ui a reques t for comments by mid-May 1979.

Tile Secretary IOC confirmed that copies would be sent out to 
Mouille r G Lates of 10C and tile Advisory Bodies very shortly with the same 
deadline for responses. 1

3. Consideration of Ule adopted resolutions of the eleventh
session of the TOC Executive Council (EC-Xl), Mexico City,
LO February - 5 March 1979 .

Thej^Secretaiy IOC introduced the resolutions adopted at the 
eleventh session of the IOC Executive Council and drew attention to 
ina I. tors ile considered to be of interest nr concern to the ICSPRO agencies.
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Her.oi |,i on KO-Xr. 1 Cl filial A tui' '> sphoni c Hf.Tioardi Programme (OAUP)

This resolution filippi emonts resolution EC-X./J. Investigation 
of Processes in the Major Ocean Areas arid aiso the Instruction given to 
the Secretary by the IOC Assembly io conduct a census of on-going 
programmer; of long t.ime-sories of observations of climate (ref: doc. 
LUC/l'iC-X/j, itoui ‘j.'j.'j).

The JOC of. OAHP and CCOR were developing a Pilot Ocean 
Monitoring Study (POMS) and a joint SCOR/lOC Committee on Climatic 
Changes and tile Ocean (COCO) had been formed and would hold its first - 
meeting in Miami iii September 2979*

Rosi11 u t.i I m MC-XI.4 The IOC Assoc,i .otion for the Caribbean and
adjacent regions (lUCAHiHE)

The representative of FAO reported excellent co-operation 
be l.wi'on lOCAIil UII and Ule Western Central Atlantic Fishery Cormnj Lori
(WKCAI'V). This would be enhanced by the I'nrthcom i.ng. move of the 
IONAH! UK Secretaria l; to San Josti, Costa Rica.

Reference was made to the forthcoming' Workshop of Coastal 
Arca Management and Development in the Caribbean Region which is now 
achedii I "d tn he held in Mexico in September 1979» It wan s. trussed thai; 
the official 1 e tier:; of invitation should clarify the assignment of 
respc'üe.ibili tiea amongst the co-sponsoring bodies.*

Resolution KC-XI.7 Western Pacific (WFSTPAC)

The Secretary IOC reported on the outcome of three meetings 
that had been held recently in Tokyo: the 4th (terminal) CSK Symposium; 
a two-day WKITPAO Workshop ; and the first session of the IOC Working 
Group for WFoTPAO. The reports of these meetings would be distributed 
shortly.

Ilo drew attention in particular to the various activities 
thai. the Working Croup had decided Lo implement initially, .including a 
physical ocea.nogrnph i n monitoring project, an a component of 100.13 and a 
Mari no Pollution Research and Muni, boring project using commercially 
I ■>; p 111 i ! I'd shell riali as > I <■ fo nii i 1 ia 111. s . Tasl; teams were being fo lined 
Lo supervise these t, w > projects and tile theelii Ive Council had invited 
t'AO (and its Il'f'C) to participate fully iii the work ul' Lile second Task Tealii.

Tile reproson ta ti ves of t’AO stated that they vero not at this .. 
time able l.n mako -any comm i I,men l.s .in the arca arid anyhow as far as 
fisheri''.", were c. 11 iseri icil, the mangrove problems arid related aquaculture 
were far more importani. for the region. Co-ordination of these 
activities was discussed Later (seu .item 7(h) below).

The representative of the United Nations drew attention to a 
1IN((>I';To)-CC0P/00PAC Seminar on Coastal. Aroa Development which would be 
hold in Manila in November 1979- he invited participation by other 
agencies.
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. Resolution EC-XI.8 The Phenomenon known as "El Nino"

The representative of WMO reported that concern had been expressed 
that joint sponsorship of the Working Group might hamper co-ordination of 
activities; this had proved to be unfounded. A planning meeting to­
co-ordinate the implementation of activa.t.i es recommended by the Working 
Group would be held later in the year.

The representative of FAO stated that in his view activities 
in this region, in particular those 1 n support, of fisheries, should be 
made self sufficient, an noon an possible.

Tile Clini nunu IOC sfreused that Ule most, important priority 
for the region was io build up sufficient manpower to undertake ali the 
necessary tasks and the project could not become self sufficient until 
tin's was done.

h'esu 1 u t. i I m KC-XL.y In tenia ü una), bathymetric Chart of the 
^ Modi tor ninona (TUCM)

■ Tile Geert; tary .toil drew attention to the decision Lo set up
temporaly disci pi inaiy groups ho produce overi ay sheets in different 
fi.ol <lü and asked for anni r; tance with, and advice on, those dealing wL Ui -
cheni i S L ry and biology. '

Resolution E0-XI.11 Joint IQü/WMü Working Committee for 1GÖS5

In reference to recommendation JWC-1G0SS-1.2 National 
Iii ‘|i rosi a i ta I. i y,-s Cor U10GÜ, the reprenen ta I, i ve of WMO Mugga n f od thai. _
IOC has t.oo many points of contact and it would be a considerable step •
forward to neduce these to one for each country. The Secretary IOC 
recognised the criticism but suggested that this was duo to the baaic 
.infrastructure of oceanography which is much more fragmented than meteorology 
in most countries. However, he agreed that this was a step towards 
achieving this goni.

Résolu I ,i< ui h’C-Xl.i,? Continuation of Drifting buoy Observations
within TGOoG after the First GARP Global 

■ Experiment (EGGE) 1

The Gecretary TOC drew particular attention to this new 
technology which had been developed for HIGE but would almost certainly 
bol -ollii - .ino of Iii'- main sources of ino Leemii ngi oni. and oceanographic 
data Croni ocean areas with a low density of shipping, particularly 
tile neuthern liemi sphere, iii the next, deen.de, 'I'ho tarde of the proposed 
irai mechanism would be to sei. as a focal point for co-ordinating 
international drifting- buoy programmes.

Resolution EC-XT. .13 Marine Science Terminologies

Tile represents t i ve of Unesco stressed that the present AGFfG 
thesaurus was inadequate far marine science needs in regard to the 
diversity of the femii;; required.
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Resolution EC-XI.14 Ninth session of the IOC Working Committee on IODE

The Donretary IOC drew attention to the final preambular paragraph 
in thin resolution and the message to UNEP and other organizations involved 
in Marine Pollution Research and Monitoring P.rogrammes which appears under 
recommandai.ion IODE-IX.? - Marine Environmental hata Availability.

In reference io recommendation TODE-IX.3 - Co-operation with 
WMO on Marine Environmental Nata Management, the representative of WMO 
reported that an infermal planning meeting for this project was being 
arranged in September 1979-

Résolut.Loii MC-XI.15 Proponed Amendments to the Statutes

'lile Secretary ICIS drew the attention of the Committee to the 
pi-oposed amendments to Articles 1 and ? of the IOC Statutes which would 
be passed to the IOS Assembly in October 1979 and the Unesco General 
Conference in September 1900. Ile stressed that the amendments to 
Article 1 in which IOS is described .as "a body with functional autonomy 
wi thin Ule framework ol‘ Unesco" was .intended as a clarification of the 
present legai and const! Ui Homii status of IOC, not as a change of status.

Resolution EC-XI.17 Draft Programme and Rudgei for the 1981/1982
Ulenninm

'l'he Secretary IOC explained the further changes that were being 
incorporated in this document (doc. TOC/BIIPLAN-T/? rev.3) as a result of 
comments and criticisms made by the Executive Council. These dealt with 
two main 'p<.> L11 Lt; : i) the presentation of ICGPRO agency and UNEP support 
to TOC. and funding of joint activities; and ii) better presentation of 
priorities within programmes.

ilo said thai. copies of the final, document IOC/BUPIjAN-I/2 Rev.4 
would be sent to ICDPRO agencies and U11 Iii ‘ as soon as it has been 
f i 11:11 i o < 1, io o I I ow l.iuie for Ilo uii fo prepare comments for consideration 
by the !(1C Assembly at its eleventh session. The document would not be 
revised again to incorporate these communis.

The Chair-man ]j'i; recalled that the JOHERO agencies had been 
consul toil during Ule prépara l ion of Ui is doeunien f and Ule same procedure 
would lie followed in future exercises.

4. Management Pian for the Kuwait Action Plan (KAP) Region

Mr. R. C. Cri JT.i ths, Assistant Cue rotary IOC, introduced a 
paper elii i I 1 e.l "The relationship of Tui' to tile ICG PRO Agencies and UNEP 
iii Ule routaxi. of flu Kuwait Action Plan" (doc. iCSPKO-XIX/5 ) and aiso the 
revised Management Plan Tor (lie Marine Pollution Research and Monitoring 
Components of Ule Kuwait Action Plan. Ile recalled that two issues were 
involved: tile management of agency participation in the Kuwait Action Plan, 
with the possible role of the Secretary TOC .in this; and the connexion 
between the IOC role in tile Plan and UNEP's membership of ICSPRO.
The Revised Management Plan differed from the first draft in omitting ali
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projects not bearing significantly on marine pollution research and 
monitoring (therefore it no longer referred to several projects considered 
originally), and in omitting much of the operational detail (though this 
does not signify the invalidity of much of this detail). The general 
structure and principles were retained. He noted that the restriction 
of the Management Plan places a greater burden of co-ordination on FAO 
since it was proposed that three of the projects, for which FAO is the 
lead Organization, be combined into one to be co-ordinated and executed 
by FAO.

Tile re p re s o n tri t.i vo ul' UNEP explained that the intergovernmental 
experts' meeting had been postponed and was now scheduled for 19 May 1979 
io ai low Iran Lo participate but Lilia had not yet been confiimed. ile 
fia’ther stated that Member States.' ratification of the Kuwait Regional 
Convention for co-operation on the Protection of the Marine Environment 
from Pollution is proceeding rapidly. Three of the eight states have 
filed their instruments of ratification: Kuwait, Iraq and Qatar. Bahrain 
has declared by cable thai it will do so and Saudi Arabia is expected to 
do so in Apri.1 or ^ay. The Convention will enter into force 90 days 
following the date of deposit of five such instruments.

The Convention ones it. comes, into force, establishes a Regional 
Oi-gani. zalion with its own Hecretariat to co-ordinate the implementation 
ui' the Ac Lion Plan and UNEP would trans, for ali its responsibilities for the 
Interim Secretariat io the1 Regional Organization. Thereafter United 
Nations Agencies would dea! witti t.he Regional Organization rather than 
UNEP, although UNEP might be asked by the Regional Organization to remain 
associated with the future development, of the Action Plan. He estimated 
thai, a Conference of the Con I, rau l. i ng Parties, probably could not be called - 
In ■ l\ i re early 1900 in order to es tabl i. uii t.he Regional Organization. Thus ' 
it might be a year or more before UNEP transfers its present responsibility 
for Ule co-ordination of the Action Plan.

He assor-d the Committee that UNEP's policy was to work through 
the Agencies, but thai. the Regional Organization, when established, could 
proceed in some other fashion if it so desired. He hoped it would continue 
arrangements already in existence.

In response to discussion, he went on to explain that the 
(imposed experts' meeting iii May will, review the substantive content 
of Uw draft, programme document (doc. IJNKp/WC.. 25/5) prepared jointly 
by ali 1C?!PRO Agencies, willi regard to objectives, appropriateness ; 
of Ujo work plan, budget, ule. Priorities lui' the projects would be 
r,"t . Ile said that some staging in time of the projects was likely as 
ali of the funds are not yet available, although sufficient money has been 
rocoiyod Io a I low a start to bo made.

Willi regard to the draft management plan prepared by IOC, 
the Committee agreed thai .its purpose was to guide the Agencies and 
thai it, should not be presented for consideration by the proposed 
experts' meeting. ■

The Coirala ttee agreed that a consensus exists on the substantive 
roni.oni of l.ho draft programme document for the Lmplementati.cn of the 
environmental assessment and management components of' the Kuwait Action
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Plan. However the Committee further noted that the work plan would be 
delayed by almost a year because of postponement of approval by the 
experts' group and because of the summer climate in the region. .

The Committee agreed that the IOC was not the appropriate 
body to co-ordinate the activities of the Agencies in the Kuwait Action 
Plan. This task should be carried out initially by UNEP, acting as the 
Interim Secretariat for the Kuwait Action Plan.

Tile Committee further agreed that thio did not compromise 
TOC's role as a joint specialized mechanism. ICSPRO Agencies would 
continue io look to IOC to carry out other appropriate co-ordination 
activities. Furthermore the Committee found no objectie tn TOC 
continuing to execute UNEP projects, as IOC's right so has
already been confirmed by Unesco. Although the nub; of the
management plan was not discussed, the representativ IOC pointed
out that ali tasks lis ted therein for the IOC, the In i Secretariat 
and (Jia individual project managers arc tasks that will need to be 
undertaken.

Tile ella i i ui: m IOC reminded Um Committer; that TOC had prepared 
the draft mnnagetnonI. plan as a consequence of a UNEP invitation to 
I ODIiiO-XV I II "fo oni.rust loo, under Um overall co-ordination of IRU',T, 
willi Um co-ord i ri.s t Lon of those TOCPRO agency activities which deal 
with marine research (in particular ‘with baseline studies and 
monitoring ul' marine pollution)". The Secretary IOC had on thai 
occasion indicated Um problème involved'but t.he representative of 
UN K!’ bad however j nnifi I. oti that 1.0C take on this task iii its Tole as ■
a joint special i zed mechanism Cor Um I (NT PRO agermios.

'j. Regional, Co-operation in Marine Gel once

a) Consultant's report

The Secretary TOC introduced a report, with the above title, 
which had been prepared by a consultant, Dr. Lewis M. Alexander, for ICSPRO

Tt was recalled the the report had been prepared in response 
to a decision taken at the seventeenth session of ICSPRO when the agencies 
had called for the preparation of a Report which would consist of three 
parts : I

T. A review of the present state of existing regional 
bodies within and outside the U.N. system dealing 
wholly or in part with matters relating to marine 
science and its applications. • ■

II. Trends nr developments of particular importance affecting 
marine science and its applications, together with a 
review or ex noué of what problems are foreseen (or are

. al. ready being experienced) and the general issues involved.

III. Propound solutions to these problema.

IOC, acting as, a "joint specialized mechanism" for the ICSPRO 
agencies, had retained the services of a consultant to prepare a report 
covering Paris 1 and 11 above and it had been the intention that Part III 
would be prepared by the ICSPRO agencies when this vas complete.
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Ile noted further that the Committee had decided at its 
eighteenth session to hold a meeting in January .1979 to consider the 
matter (doc. ICSPRO-XVIIl/3, item 6(f)) but this had been postponed at 
the request of FAO which agency was then reviewing its policy with 
regard to regional subsidiary bodies.

The representative of FAO confirmed that at the present time 
his agency had the strengthening and decentralization of ali FAO sponsored 
regional bodies under review. It was the opinion of FAO that this review 
must proceed very carefully, taking fully into account the views of Member 
States. For this reason the review would take at least two years to 
complete and it was intended that the matter be discussed again by the FAO 
Council at its I960 meeting. In view of thio timetable, he could not 
agree to the general dissemination to Member States at this time of 
the internal ICSl’RO x'eport, bearing the name of FAO as a co-sponsor.

The representative of the United Nations expressed similar 
doubts, in particular with the consultant's references to the.Third 
Uni. ted Nations Conference on tile Law of the Soa and its Informal Composite 
Negotiating Text (iCNT). Ilia timetable was that ONTO had to report to 
Koosi Ii: > 11 "lliieu of tho Son" in | r>H | ; Ui i u dominion t would contain a section 
ori regional, arrangements. .

Other agencies supported these views and there was a general 
consensus that the report as it now stands, should be treated solely as 
an internal document fur the use of ICSPRO agencies. For this purpose 
i I. was ceins irie red an excellent background report which was welcomed, 
as it would be of considerable benefit to members of ICSPRO for their 
own activities. ,

The representative of UNEP pointed out, however, that there 
were a number of factual errors .in tho renort, besides certain conclusions 
which were those of the Consultant and were not acceptable to his agency.

The representative oi IMCO pointed out that the report had 
exceeded its original terms of reference in that it dealt with many aspects 
ul' regional co-operation in marine affairs. FAO shared thio view.

The Secretary IOC drew attention to the fact, that he had to 
pn.-scnl, a report, ori the subject, to tho forthcoming eleventh session 
of the IOC Assembly in October/November 1979 and that he had hoped 
to place the document before his Member States 'in its present form. (

After considerable discussion, it war. decided that Chapters 
1-4 and the Appendices could be used as the factual basis for a dooument 
tn be presented by the Secretary IOC. Ali references to the ICNT would 
b»' removed and factual errors would be corrected. ■ ■

Ali agencies were asked to review chapters 1-4 and the Appendices 
and to send in a list of corrections to the Secretary IOC by 30 April 1979•

The Committee decided to keep the matter under review and 
to place it on the agenda for tile next session.
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b) Second Interagency Meeting; on the Regional Seas

The representative of UNEP reported, that a Second Interagency 
Meeting on the Regional Seas - to review UNEP's plans related to the 
marine environment and the interest of the agencies in these activities - 
would be held at FAO, Rome, 23-25 duly 1979* The conclusions of this 
meeting would be used as input for a thematic joint programming 
meeting, at. present {scheduled to be hold in Rome, 22-26 October 1979- 
it was pointed out that the latter dates were unacceptable if marine 
science and marine pollution programmes were to be discussed, as they 
clash with the eleventh session of the IOC Assembly.

Tho representative of UNEP informed the Committee that a 
second draft of tile Plan of Action for the Gulf of Guinea region. i3 
under preparation and would be sent out to ali agencies shortly. Ile 
pointed out that UNEP goes to considerable lengths to ensure that ali 
agencies are informed of his agency's plans and expressed the hope that 
reciprocal action would be taken by the agencies.

c) ASF1S Register of Activities

It was recalled that the ACU Sub-Committee on Marine Affairs 
had pioneered an AGF.LS register of activities listing plans and programmes 
of work for each agency. When tile decision was taken to stop regular 
sessions of the ACU Sub-Committee on Marine Affairs, it had been 
confirmed that the register would be continued. The Committee concurred 
fully that there was a need for ali agencies to be kept fully informed 
of ali plans and ongoing activities.

6. Report of the fifth meeting of the ICSPRO Officers concerned '
with TEMA, Unesco, 16-17 November 1978

The representative of Unesco and the Secretary of IOC outlined 
.lie present status of activities covered by the report. They further 
.indicated that, t.he proponed terms of reference for the Working Committee 
fo j* TEMA had been considered by the .LOO Executive Council at it3 eleventh 
:;er.::ion '.uid an ad hoc group had been formed to consider the matter further 
This would work by correspondence and meet just before the IOC Assembly 
(15 October - 3 November 1979)• The Chairman of IOC invited the TEMA 
oft’i porn of t.he Agencies to submit, further comments or re commendata, one 
on the subject to the Fourth Vice-Chairman.

The representative of FAO noted that the input from his agency 
to TEMA activities in tile CINOWTO region would be through the Indian 
Ocean Programme. ■

Tile Committee approved the TEMA Officers' report arid further 
recommended that the TEMA Officers meet, at an early date, following 
consultation on a draft agenda with such items as the following: (i) 
recommendations concerning the Working Committee for TEMA; (ii) follow-up 
activities concerning the training of marine technicians, and the 
introduction of oceanography and the marine environment into secondary 
schools' curricula; (iii) preparation of the workshop on curricula in 
fisheries science, and (iv) TEMA aspects of ocean engineering and marine 
technology.
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rlT:ie representative of FAO reported that no budgetary provisions 
had been made for the FAO share of the proposed Workshop to develop 
curricula in Fishery Science at University and/or post-graduate level 
(document IOC-TEMA/lCSPRO-V/3, Appendix l). The representative of Unesco 
confirmed that the Unesco share would be forthcoming and urged the 
representative of FAO to reconsider the nini,1er. The representative of 
FAO agreed to do so.

7. Any ol,hei' business

(a) Third United Nations Conference ori tile Law of the Sea (UNCLOS)

Tile representative of the United Nations reported that there was 
little new information that he could give the Committee since its last 
session. The subject of Marine Scientific Research is not under active 
consideration at the present time but may be taken up later in the current 
nesisi ori. A revised text of the ICNT .in likely to become available by the 
etisi of the eighth session of the Conference.

(b) United Nations Con fo ronce on Science and Technology for
Dovei opmen t ( UNCSTlïT

■ Tile represen ta t.i vo of Unesco briefed the Committee on the state of
preparations for UNCUTD, which is now scheduLed tu be held iri Vienna, 20-31 
Angii;; I. 1979. Ile aiso briefed the Committee on the International Colloquium 
ori Science, Technology and Society (FORUM A) to be held in Vienna, 13-17 
August 1979, which is being organised by the U.N. Advisory Committee on 
the Application of Science and Technology to Development. ‘

The representative ul' Unesco further pointed- out that Unesco 
is considering the preparation of an exhibit to be presented at FORUM A 
and UNCUTD. Tentatively, the exhibit would portray scientific information 
and mari no science as examples of the1 ■ application of science and technology 
for1 development. Ile invited comments of the Committee and expressed 
Unesco';; willingness to eo I. J ubor.’i Lo with .interested agencies, whero 
possible, within the Milii, t;.; of finances and content of exhibit. The Committee 
considered that time was too short and resources too limited to organize 
sueli an exhibit ul' high quality. If tile agencies have any further comments, 
they sheni d commun i eal.e these to the Chief of the Division of Marine 
Ce i onces., Unesco, before fa April. 1979*

(c) Remote Censing

The representative of the United Nations recalled that at its 
eighteeiil.h session, the Committee had invited the Remote Sensing Unit 
of Ile- D.M. Centre for Natural Resource;; to advise it on tile f e .ani. bill ty 
of holding; a series of regional seminars iii Remote Sensing Applications 
(ref. document .LC!',i'RU-XVl11/3, item 2). Ile presented verbally a short 
report from Ule head of tile Remote Sensing lln.it, Dr. K.-II. Szekiolda, 
in windi he offered to provide additional assistance to look into the 
financial, implications and identify possible supporting sources, using 
iii particular' Danish facilities, 'lire representative of the United Nations 
reported that he had aiso just received a cable in which support was 
offered by the International Training Centre, Enschede, Netherlands.
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Tile Committee decided to consider the matter further at its 
next session when hopefully the long-awaited IOC Technical Series publication 
would be available.

(d) Mangroves

■ The representative of UNEP outlined the place of the mangrove 
ecosystem in South-east Asia in respect to UNEP's preparation of a 
regional seas action plan for the region. He indicated that the ASEAN 
countries have particularly urged UNEP to be active in this area.
He described UNEP's co-operation with FAO in a regional project. He 
urged ali agencies to contribute to the preparation of the action plan, 
which should be completed towards the end of 1980.

The representative of Unesco described the programme of his 
agency concerning the mangrove ecosystem, emphasizing that it is intended 
to be complementary to that of FAO and to provide an input to regional 
action plans, such as that of UNEP. He recalled a seminar on the uses 
of the mangrove, which had been held in Bangladesh in December 1978* 
ami drew Lile ul ten Lion of Iho Gummi Itea Lo tile SOOR/Unooco Working 
(Troup on Mangrove Ecosystems (SCOR WGCO) and to the existence of a 
drufl UNDP regional programme on mangrove research and training. Ile 
especially invited FAO and UNEP Lo partiel.pale and provide support to 
participants in the Asian Symposium on the Mangrove Marine Environment 
planned to be organized by Unesco in South-east Asia in the first half 
of I98O. The symposium is to be followed by a small workshop to summarize 
recommendations for research needed for knowledge and,on management of 
the mangrove ecosystem. ^

*
The representative of FAO indicated that FAO dealt with both the 

fisheries and forestry aspects of the mangroves. The Secretary IOC 
drew attention to WESTPAC recommendations concerning marine pollution 
using commercially exploited shellfish as determinants, and large-scale 
physical oceanographic monitoring of the region (within the framework 
of IGOSS), as being pertinent to the regional seas plan of action.

(e) Meetings on Coastai Area Problems

The representative of the United Nations announced that a meeting 
is being organized on coastal area development and management in South-east 
u3ia, Lo be held in Manila in November 1979* in co-operation with COOP 
(of ESGAP) and the Gorman foundation for Development. CCOP and the j 
foundation will each fund one participant for each country of the 
region. Ile invited UNEP and interested agencies to help fund the 
resource specialists and other costs.

The representative of the United Nations and the Secretary IOC 
further announced that the IOC/UN/Unesco/UNU/UNEP Workshop on Coastal 
Arca Development and Management in the Caribbean Region would be held 
.in Mexico, most, likely .in September 1979-

8. Date and Place of next session

Concerning scheduling of the next meeting of ICSPRO the 
Committee recognized that much specialized ICSPRO co-ordination and 
co-operation occurs on a continuing basis in programmes such as
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IDOE, TEMA, IGOSS, EGGE, GIPME, IODE, ASFIS, ODAS, Coastal Area Development, 
etc. Thus a major function of ICSPRO is to review and confirm co-operation 
in these various programmes amongst the ICSPRO Agencies in a timely fashion.

The representative of the FAO suggested that it might be 
preferable to hold the next session of the Committee after the IOC 
Assembly when knowledge of the decisions taken thereat could be 
considered.

This was agreed in principle but when investigated, it was found 
that the period immediately after the Assembly was unsuitable to most agencies.

After discussion, two alternatives were tentatively agreed:

(i) 17-19 December 1979 at IMCO headquarters, London;

(ii) In conjunction with a possible ad hoc meeting of the
ACC Sub-Committee on Marine Affairs. ■

9* Adoption of the Summary Report of the session

The Summary Report of the session (document ICSPRO-XIX/3 - 
this document) was adopted.

IO. Closure of the session

The Committee expressed its great appreciation to Mr. D.P.D. Scott, 
Secretary IOC, for his long devoted and effective service as Secretary . 
of rcSPRO. Tile smooth functioning and success of TCSPRO is directly '
related to his fine efforts.

The Chairman closed the session at*]?.55 p.m. on Wednesday,
?8 March 1979- .
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Qpenin/r Statement by Mr. S. Quiiano-Caballero.
Director. UN External Relations and Inter-Agency

Affairs, Geneva

On behalf of the United Nations, I have the pleasure of welcoming 
you to the Palais des Nations for the nineteenth session of the Inter­
secretariat Committee on Scientific Programmes Relating to Oceanography.

As you have a rather heavy agenda for your two-day session, I will be 
very brief in my remarks.

It seems to me that your present session is a particularly important 
one, coming as it does between the eleventh session of the IOC Executive 
Council, which was held less than a month ago in Mexico City, and the 
forthcoming biennial session of the IOC Assembly to be held next fall in 
Paris.

As you are well aware, the Executive Council dealt with, among other 
items, the important question of the future role and functions of the IOC.
I know that the ICSPRO Agencies, including, of course, the UN, have been 
closely associated with the study of this matter and attach considerable 
importance to strengthening the capabilities of the IOC in the field of 
marine science. I would like to reaffirm the continuing support of the 
UN for the successful outcome of this exercise.

The question of regional co-operation is aiso one that is of particular 
concern to the UN, as I believe it is for the other agencies represented here 
In the case of the UN, the General Assembly resolution on the restructuring 
of the economic and social sectors of the UN, as well as other resolutions, 
have generated considerable impetus toward establishing a proper framework 
for improving co-operation between Headquarters and the regional commissions 
and decentralising certain activities to the Commissions in various fields, 
including marine affairs. This matter has been discussed at a meeting in 
Rabat between the Executive Secretaries of the Regional Commissions and 
Headquarters officials including Mr. Jean Ripert, the Under-Secretary-General 
of the Department of International Economic and Social Affairs.

Increasingly, therefore, consideration of the question of regional 
co-operation in marine science and moro broadly, marine affairs, will need 
to take account of the role of the regional commissions as they strengthen 
their capabilities in this area. I

I understand from Mr.Lévy that the report on Uses of the Sea to be 
submitted to ECOSOC in I9OO will deal briefly with thi3 important question of 
regional co-operation and that a more detailed treatment will be provided in 
a subsequent report, taking into account the results of a recent consultant 
study on this subject commissioned by the ICSPRO agencies.'
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In closing, I would like to reiterate United Nations support for 
ICSPRO, which has proved an effective co-ordination mechanism in the field 
of marine science. It aiso results that in view of UN Ceneral Assembly 
resolution 32/197 concerning the restructuring of the economic and social 
sectors of the TIN system, and the decision that the ACC Sub-Committee on 
Marine Affairs should no longer exist as a permanent body, the work of your 
committee will continue to be followed with- great interest by the ACC and 
its new subsidiary mechanisms. There is no doubt that the ICSPRO is an 
outstanding example of close co-ordination between the agencies in a 
specialist field of mutual interest and that the benefits to be gained 
from multi-agency collaboration of this kind are indeed very considerable. I

I wish you every success in your deliberations.
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