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. . ABSTRACT

- The cetaceans stranded on 'the coasts of the Canary Islands from 1992 to 1994
are reported in this paper. 43 specimens have been recorded during this period. The
of .observations are the following: Tursiops truncatus ), -
Grampus griseus (4), Lagenodelphis hosei (1), Stenella coeruleoalba (8). S. frontalis -
(2), S. attenuata (1), Delphinus deiphis (3), Globicephala macrorhvnchus (3), Kogia "
breviceps: (S), Phvserter macrocephalus (3). Ziphius cavirostris (4). Mesoplodon

. europaeus (1), .Balaenoptéra phvsal_us (1D, B. borealis (1).and _B;.acutorostrata (2).

i

INTRODUCTION

: The Canarx Islands (Spam) of '»olcamc origin. are situated about 100 Km off
the north-west coast of Africa, and have an extension coast of 1.300 Km. The

. archipelago constitutes an excellent area to study pelaovc populatxons of cetaceans..
~Nevertheless, .the Knowledge about their distribution.in the. zone is fragmentary

maml‘« due 1o the absence oE‘ obserw ers in the area.

-\t Lhe bevmnmo of the 80’s, we startpd to studx thp StrandeJ cetabean:
_Currt—"x 13, 19 species have been recorded- belongirig to the families Balaenopteridae

. (3). Delphinidae (10). Ziphiidae (3). Kogiidae (2). and Phvseteridae (Vonk and Martin.

158S: Martin et al. 1992: Hutterer, 1954). Most of these are pela

gic species. being this
-great depths surrounding the coast. . ; -
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A report on the stranded cetaceans on the Canary Islands from 1992 to'1994
~ given here was based on a partial geographical and temporal covering, due to the -
inexistence of an effective network of strandings. When it was feasible, the

. specimens were measured according to Norris (1961) and necropsred takmv special
" care wrth stomach contents parasrtes and oonands .

' LIST OF OBSERVATIONS'_ )

The records of strandrngs mcluded kdate sex, total 1en0th Iocahtv to“nshrp :
and 1sland and have ocurred as folllows _

- Bott;enose dolphm Tursroos truncatus (\Idntao’u' 1821) B

- L- Februar\ 1992. Male. 315 cm. El Sauzal (Tenerue)

2.- 2\ 07. 1992 Female 130 cm. Los Groantes (Tenerlfe)
3.~ 10.05. 1993 \[ale 310 cm. La Estaca (El Hierro).

.':-1- 24.01. 199-1 Female 266 cm. Caleta del Interlan Garachrco
' '(Tenerrfe) : | V ; o _ ’

o

’ R_iéso’s dolphin Grambué 6risé"us (G. Cnvier 1812)‘ ’

3 - 14.02. 1992 Se\ and TL unknown Plavl de Gui- Gur San \rcolas de
e tolentmo (Gran Canarna) Ropes found on the tail. .

‘6 Decemb=r 1993 Sex and TL unknown El \(édano (Tenerrfe)

"7.- 11.01.1994. male. TL unl\nown Galdar (Gran Canarla) Stranded alwe and
.died later. . : , .

'8.- 09.05.1994. Female of 3oo cm and calf of 200 cm and sex unknown
‘Playa del Medio al \Iud \Iooan (oran Canarra) : ;

. Fraser s dolphln Lavenodlihrs hoser Fraser 19\6

'9.- 25.09.1992. Male. 110 cm. Puerto de Talrarte Telde (Gran Canarra)
Stranded alne and dred later. :

Strlped dolphm Stenena coeruleoalba (\Ie\ en 1833)
10.- 14.01. 1992 Male. 220 em. Gurmar (Tenenfe) o |
11 - 20 02 1092 Male! 193 cm. San Crrstobal Las Palma> (Gran Canarn). ) |

- 06.03. 199” Fe'mle TL. un \nown PaJara (Fue rrpventura)




| ' 13 - 17 OD 1993 Male. 210 cm. Tachero Santa Cruz (Tenerrfe)
‘ “14 - 10 03 1994 Male. 223 cm. Puerto del Rosarro (Fuerteventura)
~ ‘Stranded alive and died later ‘with a oroup of SIX ammals vuhrch were
~.rescued. . . ‘ » .
. 1:; December 1993 Se\ and TL unknown. TmaJo (Lanzarote)
16.- 26.05. 1994. \Iale 218 cm. Tacoronte (Tenerrfe)

17 26. 08 1994 Sex and TL unknown Jmamar (Gran Canarra) _

‘\ L Atlantrc spotted dolphm Stene la frcmtalrs (G Cuvier, 1829)
‘ | . 18.- 14 02. 1993 r\lale 170 cm. Plava del Roque Garachrco (Tenerrfe).
19.- 04. 01 1994. Adult female of 190 cm and its calf. a female of . 1-1\ cm.

Caleta de Interian, Garachico (Tenerife). The calf was rescued and traslated
toa dolohxmrrum [t died five months later

Pantroplcal spotted dolphm Stenella attenuata (Grau 1846)

20.- 1" 17 109-+ Female.’ 161 cm. El cmfrtal Granad ta (Tenerxfe)

Common dolphm Delphmns delohrs Lmnaeu 1758
21.- 03 03. 199-» \Iale 21 cm. Rio TaJao Arico (Tenerrfe)

i ' . 22:- 09 04. 1994 Se\ uni\nown 210cm. Pla‘»a de La Cuevita. San Sebastian (La
’ - Gomera).: : :

o 23 '02-02-1994,-' Male. 178 cm: San,CriStebaL ‘Las Paimas (Gran
T - ' Canaria). S T b |

L _ :_ Short—.fin'ned ‘pilot whale_Globiceohéla macrorh\jnch'rl_s Gray. 1846.

e 24 26. 021992 Fema[e 340 cm. -\deJe (Tenerife).

2\ - 08.08. 1992 Se\ um\o“n 1-10 cm. Pla»a de Varoas Agliimes (Gran ’
Canarra)

. 26.- 29 Ol 1993 Female 330 cm. -\rrecrfe (Lanzarote)

\

Pygmy sperm whale I\om"{ brew r"eps (de Blarmrlle 1038)

27.- Februar\f 1992 \Iale 29\ cm. Playa Bl'mca Pue"o del Rox!r'o
(Fuertexentura) : S :

28 July 1992 Sex and TI_, unL nou.n Pozo Nezro. Prr-ertb del Rosario
; (Fuerte\entura) - ; OsAr




.29 08. 10 1993 Se\ and TL unknown 'El cochlno TmaJo (Lanzarote).

30.- December 1993. Pregnant female of 273 cm and 1ts calf a male of
152 cm. Playa de Las Canteras, Las Palmas (Gran Canana) Both :
stranded alive and died later.’ : ; ‘

30~ 24.12.1993. Male. 280 ‘cm. Caleta del Sebo La GraCxosa’
. (LanzarOte). .

Sperm whale Phv seter macrocem\alus annaeus 17\8

'3” 30.05.1992. male 520 cm. El Tablado Guumr (Tenenfe) Ropes were
found on the tail and flukes.

33~ February 1993 Se\ and TL unknown Gando Telde (Gran
“Canaria).”

34— 7/ .09.1983. Sex unI\no‘.\n 1030 cm. La Clcer Las Palmas (Gran
" Canaria). . _

35.- 21.02. 199_, Male. 17 . La Salamera; \Iazo (La Palma)

6.~ March 1994. Pla‘»a de la Herradura Corralejo (Fuerteventura)

Cuv;er s beaked whale 7mhms cavirostris G Cu\ ier, 1823

| .. 37.- - 250 01 199” Female 300 cm. Plaw de Las Galletas -\rona (Tenenfe)

38 Febrmrx 1992. Se\ and TL unknown —\Iewxanza (Lanzarote) Skull was -

found on the beach. , o
39.- 30. 05. 1992 Male. 550 cm. ‘Playa de La Calabaza Arona (Tenenfe)
40 June 1992 Female \70 cm. Punta llana (La Palma)

- Gervais’ beaked whéle \[esoplodon eurooaeus (Gervais, 1855)/ \

11.- 20.04. 1994 Female. 400 cm. Plava de Los Sletc Chorros Punta del
Hldalgo La Lavuna (Tenenfe) Stranded in ad»anced state of descornposmon o

Fln whale Balaenootera phvsalus (Lmnaeus 1738)

42 20 03 1994 Sex unknown 21 m. Fuencahente (La Palma)

| Sei whale Balaenootera‘borealis Lesson 1828

43, 77 09.1993. Sex unknown: Aproximate length 14 m. Found f‘oaf.no at 12

miles to the northeast coast of, Lanzarote 1sland



Mxnke whale Balaenoptera acutorostrata: Lacepede 1804

44 .- September 1993, Sex unknown Aproxxmate I°n°th S m. Gran TaraJal
TumeJe (Fuerte\entura) Stranded alwe rescued _ .

45.- 1\ 06. 1994 Male 360 cm. EI Cotnllo CorraleJo (Fuertexentura)

The Pantroplcal spotted dolphm S attenuata and the Sex \xhale B boreahs

" have been crted first for txme m the Canarv Islands
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