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ABSTRACf

. The cetaceans stranded onthe coasts of the Canary Islands from 1992 to 1994
are reported in this paper. 45 specimens have been recorded during this period. The
species and the number of .observations are thefollowing: Tursiops truncatus (4),
Grampus griseus (4), Lagenodelphis hosei,Cl), Stenella cÖeruleoalba (8). ~: frontatis
(2),~. attenuata (U, Delphinus delphis (3); Globicephala macrorhvnchus (3), Kogia ' ,
breviceDs (5), Phvserter macrocephaills (5); ZiphillS ca\"irostris (4), ~[esoDlodon_

: ellrODaeus (1), Balaenoptera phvsalus (1), ß. borealis (1) and ß. acutorostrata (2).

INTRODUcnON

, Th~ CanaryIslands (Spain) of volC~mic origin. are situated about 100 Km off
the north-west coast of Africa,an'd have an extension coastof 1.500 Km. The
archipelago consti tutes an excellen t area to study pelagic papula tions of cetaceans.
Nevertheless,-.the knO\vledge about their distribution. in the zone is fragmentary
mainly due to the absence of ,observers in the' area.

. -

.-\t:,the' beginning of the 80's, we started to study the stranded cetaceans.
Currp.ntly, 19.species ha\'ebeen recorded bclongirig to thc families BalaenoDteridae
(3). Delphinidae (10). Ziphiidae(5). hogiidae (2). ano Phvseteridae (Von1\. and 0.lartin.
1989: \Iartin et a1. 1992: Hutterer. 199-+J. i\lost of thest: are pe!;lgic species. being this
fact related to the great depths surrounding the coast.·
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Areport on the stranded cetaceans on the Canary Islands from 1992 to' 1994
. given here was based on a partial geographical and"temporal cm.,-ering, due to the

inexistence of an effective networkof strandings. When it was feasible. the
specimens were measured according to Norris (1961) and necropsied, taking special

. care with stornach contents. parasites and gonands. . .

LIST OF OBSERVATIONS' ,

The records of strandihgs included:date, sex, total length, 10caÜty, township
and island, and have ocurred as folllm....s:. "

Bottlenose dolphin TursioDS tru nca tus (~[ontagu, 1821)

1.- February 1992. \laIe. 315 cm. EI SauzaI (Tenerife).

2.- 25.07.1992. Female. 130 cm. Los Gigantes (Tenerife).
. "

3.- 10.05.1993. ~lale. 310 cm. La Estaca (EI Hierra).

'4.- 24.01.1994~ Female. 266 cm. Caleta deI Interian. Garachico
(Tenerife); \ .

Risso's dolphin Grampus griseus (G. Cuvier,1812)

·5;- 1..+.02.1992. Sex and TL unknown. playa de Gui-Gui. San Nicoläs de
, , tolentino (Gran Canaria). Ropes found on the tail.

· 6:~ Decemb~r i 993. Sex and TL unknov.:n. ,EI 0.1edano (Tenerife).

'7.- 11.01.199-1-. male. TLunknown~ Galdar CGran Canaria). Stranded alive and
· died tater.

8.- 09.05.1994. Female of 300 cm and calf of 200 cm and sex unknm.vn.
Playa deI Medio al i\[ud. ~[ogan (gran Canaria).

> '

Fraser's dolphin Lagenodelphis hoseL Fraser 1956 ,".

9.- 25.09.1992. Male. 110 cm. Pu~rto de Taliarte. Telde (Gran Canaria).
Stranded alive and died later.

Striped dolphin Stenella coeruleoalba (~[eyen, 1833)

10.- 14.0 1.1992. ~[ale. 220 cm. Güimar (Tenerife).

11.- 20.02 1992. Male. 193 cm. San Crist6b~il. Las Palm3s (Gran Canaria).
, "

. .
12.- 06.0'3.1992. Female.TL unl\.nO\vn. Pajara (Fuerteve·ntura).
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, 13.- 17.05.1993. ~[ale. 210 em. Tachero. Santa Cruz (Tenerife).

14.- 10;03.1994. Male. 223 em. Puerto dei Rosario (Fuertevemura).
Stranded alive and died later. with a group of six animals. whieh were
.reseued. " '

15.- Deeember ,1993:Sex and TL unkno\vn. Tinajo (Lanzarote).

16.- 26.05.1994. ,r.lale. 218' em. Taeoronte (Tenerife).

17.- 26.08.1994. Sex and TL unknown. Jinamar (Gran Canaria).

Atlantie spotteddolphin Stenella, frontalis (G. Cuvier. 1829)

18.- 14.02.1993. ~Iale. 170em. Playa deI Roq.ue. Garaehieo (Tenerife).

19.- 04.01.1994. Adult female of 190 em and its ealf. a female of 145 em.
Caleta' de Interian. Garachieo (Tenerife). The ealf \....as reseued and traslated
to a dolphinarium. It died five momhs later.

Pantropical spotted dolphin Stenella attenuata (Gra:< 1846)
, , '

20.- 12.12.199~. Female.161 em. EI conf.ital. Granadilla (Tenerife).

Common dolphin Delphinus delDhis Linnaeus. 1758

21.:" 03.03.199-L \ laie. 21-+ cm. Rio Tajao. Arieo (Tenerife).

22:- 09.0-U 99-L Sexunknown. 210 em. Playa de La Cu'evita. San Sebastian (La
Gomera).' .

23.- ,02.02.1994; \[ale. 178 cm: San Cristobal. Las Patmas (Gran
Canaria).'

. '

Short-fin'ned pilot whale Globiceohala maerorhvnchus Gray. 1846.'

24.- 26.02.1992. Female. 340 em. Adeje (Tenerife). .

25.- 08.08.1992. Sex unkown. 140 cm. Play"a de Vargas..-\güimes (Gran
Canaria). "

26.-,29.01.1993. Female. 350 em. Arrecife (Lanzarott). '

Pygmy sperm whale Kogia breviceps (de Blainville. 1838).

27.- February 1992.\lale. 295 cm. Playa Blanca. Puer:o dei Rosario
(Fuerteven tura). '

28.- July 1992. Sex and TL unknown. Pozo Negro. Puerto deI Rosario
(Fuertevemura). '
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29.- 08.10.1993. Sex and TL unknown.EI cochino, Tinajo (Lanzarote).

30.- December 1993. Pregnant female'of 273 cm and its calf. a male of
152 cm. Playa de Las Canteras; Las Palmas (Gran Canaria). Both
stranded alive,and died later.' "

31.- 24.12.1993.'r.Iale. 280 cm. Caleta deI Sebo" La Graciosa
(Lanzarote).

Sperm whale Ph':..seter macrocephalus Linnaeus, i 758.

'32.- 30.05.1992. male. 520 cm. EI Tablado, Güimar (Tenerife). Ropes were
found on the tail and flukes.

33>:.. February 1993. Se=-; and ,TL unkno\t,:n. Gando, Telde (Gran '
, Canaria).' '

3'+.- 27.09.1993. Sex un!(nown: 1050 cm. La Cicer. Las Palmas (G~an
Canaria).'

35.- 21.02.199..L \{ale. 1i m. La Salamera;' ~(azo' (L; Palma).

36.-, March 199-+. Playa de la Herradura. Corralejo (Fuerteventura).

Cuvier"s beaked whale Ziohius cavirostris G. Cllvier, 1823

37.- 25;01.1992. Female. 500 cm. Playa de Las Galletas, .Ärona (Tenerife).
, ' , .'

38.- February 1992. Sex and TL unknown. Alegran'za (Lanzarote).' Skull was
found on the beach. ' .

39.- 30.05.1992. \{ale. 550 cm. Plava de La Calabaza. Arona (Tenerife)... . .. - .

-+0.- June 1992. Female.' 570 cm. Puma llana (La Palma).

Gervais' ,beaked whale \Iesoplodon ellrooaeus (Gervais, 1855)

-+ 1.- 20.0-+.1994. Female. 400 cm. Playa de' Los Siete Charros. Puma dei
Hidalgo: La Laguna (Tenerife). Stranded inadvanced state of descomposition.

'. Fin' whale Balaenootera phvsaills (Linnaeus. 1758)

. 42.- 28.03.1994. Sex unknown. 21 m. Fuencalieme (La Pairna)..

Sei whale BalaenoDteraborealis Lesson, 1828

43.-27.09.1993. Sex unknown: Aproxirnate length14 rn. FOllnd floating at 12'
miles to the northeast coast of. Lanzarote island. '
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Minke whale Balaenoptera aclltorostrataLacepede. 180-1-

44.- September 1993. Sex unknown. Aproximate length 5 m. Gran Tarajal;,
Tuineje (Fuerteventura). Stranded alive., rescued.

45.- 15.06.1994. ~[aIe. 360 cm. EI CotiIlo, Corralejo (Fuerteventura).

The Pantropical spotted dolphin S. attenuata and the Seiwhale B. borealis
, have been cited first for time in the Canary Islands. ,-
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