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FIRST RECORD OF BERYX SPLENDENS 
(OSTEICHTHYES, BERYCIDAE) IN THE 
MEDITERRANEAN. L. ORSI RELINI, G. 
PALANDRl and F. GARIBALDI. lstituto di 
Zoologi:i, Lnboratori di Biologia Marina ed 
Ecologia Animale, Università di Genova, via 
Balbi 5, 16126 Genova. and P.F. GAVAGNIN. 
Laboratorio di Biologia Marina "L. Rampi", 
Ponosole Sanremo. via del Castillo, 18038 San­
remo, !TAL Y. 

RÉSUMÉ. - La présence de Btryx splendens dans 
les eaux de la Méditerranée est signalée suite à la 
capture d'un exemplaire par un chalutier. à envi­
ron 635 m de profondeur dans le Golfe de Gênes. 

Key·words. - Berycidae, Beryx spltnde11s, MEO. 
Ligurian Sea, First Record. 

Fishes of the Beryx genus are to be found 
in ail oceans, especially in the band of warm and 
temperate waters: they are geoeralJy assoc1ated 
with the deep areas of the slope or with 
seamounts. ln many regions they constitute valued 
resources, for exarnple, in the Bay of Biscay 
(Bougis, 1945), Madeira (Maul. 1986), the Carib­
bean (de Leon and Malkov, 1979), the seamounts 
of the Nonh Pacifie (Uchida and Tagarni, 1984; 
Seki and Tagarni, 1986). the Hawaiian Islands 
(Humphreys tt al., 1984). New Zealand (Massey 
and Hom, 1990) and the lndian Ocean (lvanin. 
1989). On rare occasions, however, they venture 
to more nonherly latitudes. giving rise to occa­
sional records (Brandes et al .. 1954: Willgohs. 
1956: Sc.anergood. 1958). 

Up to now only one spec1es bas been re­
poned in the Mediterranean, witb rare occasional 
records. A specimen of Beryx decadacrylus was 
indeed caught off Nice in July 1885 and bought 
by Giglloli for the La Specola Museum in 
Florence (Moreau, 1891; Bellon!, 1891 ): a second 
specimen of the sarne species was caught off 
Camogli in 1899 and acquired by the Genoa 
Museum (Arioln. 1904). This specimen is the only 
one recognized by Tononese (1970) as being 
definitely caught in the ltalian waters, perhaps 
because the cwo other individuals belonging to the 
Specola collection. and mnrked as coming from 
Catania and Vada. were boughl at fisb markets. 

As far as we know. tbere are no other 
documented catches for the Mediterranean. 

Cybium 1995, /9(J):J/7-Jl9. 

We now describe the catching of a 
specimen of Btryx splendtns Lowe, 1834 in the 
Gulf of Genoa. which may be added tO the Medi­
terranean collections. Quite recently we ourselves 
recorded the presence of this species in the Lig­
urian Sea, but only on the basis of some photo­
graphs. ln fact the ftrst specimen caught in the 
Ligurian Sea was a large fish (4 kg in weight with 
an estimated fork lengcb of 55 cm) which has not 
been preserved. This fish was caught using a deep 
long-line. ac about 1000 m on the slope off 
Cagnes-sur-mer (Côte d'Azur) and was bought by 
a restaurant owner. He had the fish photographed 
by a professional photographer, and the excellent 
quality of the picrures made it possible 10 diagnose 
the species (Gavagnin er al., 1992). 

Examined materlal 
Beryx splendtns, TL 37.5 cm. caught on 

15 April 93 using a crawl net at a depth of 630-640 
m about 10 miles from Ponofino (Eastern 
Riviera). This fish is preserved in our laboratory 
and wiJJ be transferred to the MSNG (Museo di 
Storia Narurale di Genova). 

Beryx sple11dens. - MSNG, c.e. 43317. TL 
36 cm, Mauritania. 1972. - MSNG. c.e. 38499. TL 
23.5 cm. La Rochelle, 1961. 

Beryx dtcadocrylus. - MSNG, c.e. 13648, 
caugbt ai Camogli in 1899. TL 57 cm 
(Ariola,1904). - MSNG. c.e. 38499. FL 22 cm. La 
Rochelle, 1961. • MZUF (Museo Zoologico 
dell 'Università dt Firenze) 5893, TL 63.S cm, 
Nizza 1885. - MZUF 5895, TL 50 cm, Vada 1907. 
- MZUF 5894. TL 53 cm. Catania 1908. 

The main biometric and meristic charac­
teristics of the specimen found ac Ponofino (Fig. 
1) are summarized in table 1. 

Discussion 
At present two species. Beryx dtcodactylus and B. 
splendens. are recognised as belonging to the 
Beryx genus (Heemsua, 1986). Other species 
described on the basis of the persistence of larval 
èharacteristics, such as some panicularly long anal 
fin rays (Roule, 1924: Abe, 1959; Busakhin, 
1982) have been made synonymous with tbose 
cited. The distinction between the cwo valid 
species, besides being indica1ed by the altogether 
rounder form in B. dtcadocrylus and longer form 
in B. splendens. is based on a series of meristic 
characteristics (Woods and Sonoda. 1973) among 
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