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ABSTRACT. - The holotype of Centrolophus valenciennesi Moreau. 1881 . from Marseille. pre
viously synonymized either with Centrolophus niger <Gmelin. 1 788) or with Schedophi/us ova/is 
(Cuvier, 1833) was reexamined and identified as Hy perogly plze perciformis (Mitchill, 1815 ) : 
this is the first record of this species in the Mediterranean . Although the holotype of Centrolo
phus newtoni Osorio, 1895, based on a specimen from Portugal, was destroyed by fire in 1978 . it is 
established that this species, synonymized with Centro/ophus niger, is in fact Hy peroglyphe per
ciformis. 

RESUME. - L'holotype de Centrolophus valenciennesi Moreau, 1881 , fonde sur un exemplaire 
de Marseille, et mis en synonymie par les divers auteurs soit avec Centrolophus niger (Gmelin. 
17881, soit avec Schedophilus ova/is (Cuvier, 1833> a ete reexamine en detail et identifie a Hy
perogly phe perciformis (Mitch ill. 1815). ce qui constitue la premiere mention de cette espece 
en Mediterranee. Bien que l'holotype de Centrolophus newtoni Osorio, 1895. fonde sur un exem
plaire du Portugal, ait etc derruit par le feu en 1978, sa description permct de le mettre aussi 
en synonymic avec Hyperoglyphe perciformis. 

Keywords : Pisces, Centrolophidae, Hyperog/y phe perciformis, Taxonomy, MEO Western Medi
terranean, ANE Portugal. 

The centrolophid fish Hyperoglyphe perciformis was first figu red and later des

cribed by Mitchill ( 1815, 1818) as Cory phaena perciformis from the harbour of 

New York. J uvenile specimens up to a max imum leng th of 40 .6 cm (Smith , 1898) 
are not uncommon in the western Atlantic fro m Cape Hatteras to outer Nova Scotia . 

with record two from the Grand Banks (Merriman , 1945; Anon. , 1953 and Leim & 

Scott, 1966) . They also appear to be vagrants in the eastern Atlantic (map), based on a 

few records in European waters (Andrews as Centrolophus pompilus, 1871 ; Cornish 
as Pimelepterus cornubiensis, 1874, type specimen probably lost; Holt & Byrne , 1903; 
Gueguen et al., J 975; Quero et al., 1976 and Du Buit et al., 1977; Pethon, 1983) 
and single specimens from Iceland (Saemundsson, 1905) and west of the Azores 
(Murray & Hjort, 1912 and Krefred , 1952). Four additional specime ns were caught at 

more southern localities (Kukuev,1982; Notwegian merchant vessel « Ragnhild », 
33020• N, 420J7'W, !Oth July 1875 -1 : BMNH 1901.2.5.2,2 : ZMO J 2998). For 
the history of generic synonyms see Merriman ( 1945). 

(1) c/o Zoologisches Museum der Universitat Hamburg, Martin-Luther-King-Platz 3, D-2000 
Hamburg 13. 

Cybium. 1986. 10 (1): 77-83. 
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