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NOTE

Northern Pike Esox lucius L. with 

D. T. G. Quigley

Sea Fisheries Protection Authority, Eastern Region, West Pier, Howth, Co Dublin, Republic of Ireland

Abstract
Esox lucius

global range.

During 2014, Mr Andy Koczy captured an 
Esox lucius 

Shropshire, UK. The specimen, which weighed 
c.900 g and measured c.49 cm TL, had an abnor-

(NMINH:2015.25.1).

abnormalities have been reported in E. lucius 
throughout its global range (Table 1), the current 

could have been caused by adverse environmen-

development, a genetic mutation, or physical 
-

The current abnormality clearly had no appar-

survive and grow in the wild.

-

-
ences, Kraków, Poland), Chilekwa Chisala (Flan-
ders Marine Institute, Oostende, Belgium), Jane 

(Sea Fisheries Protection Authority, Howth, Co 
Dublin), Iben Martinsen (Max Planck Institute, 
Plön, Germany), Nigel Monaghan (National 

(Inland Fisheries Ireland, Dublin), Hamish 



Figure 1. Esox lucius L.

Figure 2. Esox lucius L.
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Table 1. Esox lucius L. throughout its 
global range.

Abnormality References

This paper

Anon (2002)

(1960, 1961)

Wunder (1961)

Wunder (1964)

 
Lawler (1966b)

Lawler (1964)

Herbst (1957)

Poppius (1911)

Fore-shortened upper jaw (‘Snub-Nosed’  
or ‘Pug-Head’)

Toivonen (1950); Wunder (1960, 1961); 

Fore-shortened operculum

Spinal curvature

Wunder (1949); Orska (1962)

cord with resulting paralysis
Triple monster

Double monster (twins)

Rodger and Susie Mitchell (Vet Aqua Interna-
tional, Oranmore, Co Galway).
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volkommener bruch der wirbelsaule und 
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