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Introduction ' Material and methods

Windmills in the Belgian part of the North Sea (BPNS) create a new habitat of

artificial hard substrates in a region mostly characterized by sandy sediments. 2008 up to the spring of 2012 at types of two foundati
Given the consequent increase in habitat heterogeneity, the effect of the teel monopile (Belwind - a) and concrete gravity based
introduction of these hard substrates is widely regarded the most important foundations (C-Power - b). Visual inspection and video
impact of wind farms. This study investigates the colonisation of th ‘transects allowed for the detection of rare, though
macrofouling communmes on these newly introduced hard substrates, w CONspicuous species.

A clear depth zonation pattern

Splash zone: Dominated by Telmatogeton
japonicus

. Infralittoral zone: Barnacle - Jassa
zone

Subtidal zone and scour protection:
species rich, with strong seasonal
fluctuations, dominated by Jassa and
Tubularia
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Overview of recorded intertidal species at the C-Power and Belwind site with indication of their abundance as indicated by the SACFOR / d

scale. S, superabundant; A, abundant; C, common; F, frequent; O, occasional; R, rare. Non-indigenous species are indicated in bold. D!(. ‘l“ ool
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