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The Marine Fauna of the Cullercoats District 

EDITOR'S FORE WORD 

It is intended to devote this and the next succeeding 
numbers of this Report to the publication (at short intervals) 
of the records of the marine fauna of the Cullercoats district. 
These compilations are the work of past or present members 
of the laboratory staff or of others closely associa ted with the 
work of the laboratory. Each number will deal with one or 
more phyla, or parts of phyla, and will be issued when ready 
regardless of classificatory sequence. Full uniformity of 
t reatment is unlikely, but the general fo rmat will remain t he 
same. The area treated is roughly from Berwick to Redcar
Latitude 55°47 'N to 54°37'N-extending seawards to 0°0' 
Longitude, but it is recognised that the coverage is at present 
incomplete. 

H. 0. BULL 

The fo llowing have appeared : 

l. Porifera. H. 0 . Bull. R ep.Dove Mar.Lab. 3rd ser.13 ; 22p. Dec.1963. 
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ARTHROPODA 1 

DIPLOPODA AND CHILOPODA 

by 

H. 0. Bull 

Univ. Newcastle upon Tyne 

Rep.Dove Mar.Lab. 

3rd Ser. 14; pp. 5 to 8 

1964 





Phylum ARTHROPODA Siebold & Stannius 

CLASS DIPLOPODA Blainville-Gervais 

Sub-Class PSELAPHOGNATHA Latzel 

Order SCHIZOCEPHALA Verhoeff 

POLYXENIDAE Gray & Jones 
Polyxenus lagurus (L.) 

Blower 1958,pp. 14-16,!ig.10. 

Saltwick Bay, near Whitby (Jackson 1919). 

CLASS CHILOPODA Latreille 

Sub-Class EPIMORPHA Haase 

Order GEOPHILOMORPHA Pocock 

GEOPHILIDAE Leach 
Strigamia (= Scolioplanes) maritima (LEACH) 

Brolemann 1930,p.128,!igs.178, 179 : Eason 1964,pp.96-98,!igs.124-136. 

" Fame Is. 10 Sep. 1911 ; St. Mary's I s. 11 Oct. 1911 " (Bagnall 
1916). 

Common, H.W.M., in crevices of rocks St. Mary's I s. to Seaton 
Sluice; St. George's Point, Cullercoats; abundant, H.W.M. below 
boulders, Staples Is. 16 Jun. 1951 (H.0.B.) . 

ScHENDYLIDAE Verhoeff 
[Hydroschendyla submarina (GRUBE) 

Brolemann 1930,pp.87-9,figs.69-80: Eason 1964,pp.64-68,figs.42-55 

Cloughton Wyke, Yorks., under rocks and weeds below H .W.M. 
(]. E . Smith vide Cloudsley-Thompson 1948).] 
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DIPLOPODA and CHILOPODA 

REFERENCES 

BAGNALL, R. S., 1916. Report on the field meetings of the Natural History Society 
for 1911. Trans.nat.Hist.Soc. orthumb.n.s.4(2); 344-366. 1916. 

BLOWER, J. G., 1968. British millipedes (Diplopotla). Synops.Brit.Fauna No.11. 
Linn.Soc.Lond. pp. 1-74. 

BROLBMANN, H . W ., 1930. Elements d 'une faune des myriapodes de France. 
Chilopodes. Faune de France 25. Paris. pp.xx, 406. 

CLOUDSLRY-THOMPSON, J. L ., 1948. Hydroschetidyla submarina (Grube) in York
shire; with an historical review of the marine Myriapoda. Naturalist, 
Lond. 827; pp. 149-162. 

EASON, E . H ., 1964. Centipedes of the British Isles. London : F. Warne & Co. Ltd. 
pp.x,294. 8°. 

JACKSON, J. W ., 1919. The bristly millipede at Saltwick Bay, near Whitby. 
Naturalist, Lond. 749 ; pp. 243-4. 

Footnote : I am indebted to Mr. ]. G. Blower (Dept. of Zoology, Univen1ity of 
Manchester) for kindly looking at the sections dealing with the Diplopoda and 
Chilopoda and for making helpful suggestions. 
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ARTHROPODA 2a 

INSECTA; APTERYGOTA 

by 

H. 0. Bull 

Univ. Newcastle upon Tyne 

Rep.Dove Mar.Lab. 

3rd Ser. 14; pp. 9 to 16 
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Cuss INSECT A Linnaeus 

Sub-Class APTERYGOT A Lang 

Order COLLEMBOLA Lubbock 

HYPOGASTRURIDAE Borner 
Hypogastrura viatica (TuLLBERG) 

Bagnall 1941,p.220 (as A chori1tes subviaticus) ; Strenzke 1955,pp. l 7-19, 
fig .2. 

" Coast, near Roker " (Bagnall 1940b ; 
Estuary, 1 only, Mar. 35 ; Warkworth, 1918." 

Hypogastrura purpurescens (LUBBOCK} 

1941); "Alnmouth 
(Bagnall 1949). 

Linnaniemi (Axelson) 191 2,p.29, pl.3,figs.9-13 (as var. litoralis Axelson). 

"Alnmouth, amongst driftwood Mar.35, a few." (Bagnall 1949 as 
Lubbockiella litoralis) . 

Xenylla hurnicola (FABRicrns) 

Strenzke 1955,p.20,fig.4. 

"E. Coast at Saltburn, York . ; Whitley Bay, Northumberland; 
and Roker, County Durham." (Bagnall 1909). 

BRACHYSTOMELLIDAE Stach 
Friesea mirabilis (TULLBERG) 

Bagnall 1939c,pp.189-190 (as F .poseidonis). 

" Alnmouth, Mar.35; Seaton Sluice Mar.39 under stones embedded 
in silt below H.W.M." (Bagnall 1939c). 

ANURIDIDAE Stach 
Anurida thalassophila (BAGNALL) 

Bagnall 1939a,pp.193-194 {as Aphoromma t.) ; Strenzke 1955,p.25. 

"Whitley Bay, north of Briar Dene, Sep.3 ; Alnmouth, Mar.35; 
aton luice, one only Apr.39. Ryhope Dene, common, Jun.34; 

Bank of Tyne at Gate head 18 Jun.39 (under deeply embedded stones 
on silt below H.W.M.) " (Bagnall 1939c). 
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Anurida denisi BAGNALL 
Bagnall 1939b,p.101 ; Strenzke 1955,p.24. 

" Roker, several, Oct .1912." (Bagnall 1939b). 

Anurida maritima (GUERIN) 

Strenzke 1955,p.23,fig.6. 

" In pools at extreme low water, Roker, 15 Aug. 1900 " (Brady 
1902) : " Occur in our northern counties " (Bagnall 1909) : Tyne
mouth , common (Bagnall 1949, as A. bisetosa). Common in rock pools , 
Cullercoats (H.0.B.). 

Anuridella marina WILLEM 
Willem 1906,p.247,pl.l; Womersley l 930a,p.35; Strenzke 1955,p.25. 

" Under very deeply embedded stone below H.W.M. Northum
berland, between eaton luice and St. Mary's Island ; Durham, at 
mouth of Ryhope Dene, one." (Bagnall 1934). 

Anuridella immsiana BAGNALL 
Bagnall 1939b,p.93 ; Strcnzke 1955,p.27. 

" Plentiful on the Durham coast , in number in sand below H .W.M. 
\Vhitburn , 10 and 11 Jun.39, both sexe ." (Bagnall 1939c). 

Anuridella submarina BAGNALL 
Bagnall 1934,p.246,f.11; Strenzke 1955, p .26. 

" Durham, Whitburn J un.34 under stone lightly embedded in 
shingle below H .\V.M.; not more than 2 or 3 under each stone." 
(Bagnall 1934, l 939c). 

ONYCHIURIDAE Borner 
Onychiurus caledonicus BAGNALL 

Bagnall 1935,p.61 ; Strenzke 1955,p.28. 

Several from Firth of Forth: England, E. Yorks. : On the shore 
at foot of cliffs at Thornwick Bay, near Flamborough Sep.34." 
(Bagnall 1935). 

Onychiurus halophilus BAGNALL 
Bagnall 1937; Strenzke 1955,p.28. 

"Cullercoats, under a rock below H.W.M. 16 Feb.39." (Bagnall 
1939b). 



Onychiurus debilis (MoNrnz) 

Strenzke 1955,p.28.,fig.10 

" I have found several isolated examples on the East Coast of 
England from Northumberland, Yorks ... .. . " (Bagnall 1935). 

Onychiurus furciferus (BoRNER) 

Bagnall 1935,p.63; Strenzke 1955,p.30 (as 0 . scotictts). 

" Single examples from the coast of Durham (Ryhope) and E. Yorks 
(Flamborough.)" (Bagnall 1935). 

ISOTOMIDAE Bomer 
Folsomia garretti BAGNALL 

Bagnall 1939a,p.26; Strenzke 1955,p.32. 

"Alnmouth, not uncommon under rotting bark of a log embedded 
in mud of estuary below H .W.M. Apr.37 (types and paratypes) : Mouth 
of Ryhope Dene in numbers Jun.34." (Bagnall 1939a). 

Archisotoma besselsi (PAC KA RD) [=I sotoma spitzbergenensis (L 1!BBOCK)) 

Strenzke 1955,pp.37-39,fig.15 . 

"Amongst dried seaweed at Whitley Bay, Northumberland, and 
Saltbum, Yorks. These are the first English and most southerly 
localities recorded." (Bagnall 1909). 

Archisotoma megalops BAGNALL 

Bagnall 1939b,p.99; Strenzke 1955,p.39. 

" Roker, Dec. 12." (Bagnall 1939c). 

Archisotoma nigricans BAGNALL 

Bagnall 1939c,pp. 198-9 ; Strenzke 1955,p.41. 

"Whitbum, coast, 10-11 Jun. 39. under stones embedded in more 
or less coarse, gritty sand below H.W.M." (Bagnall 1939c). 

Proisotoma minuta (TuLLBERG) 

Strenzke 1955,p.34. 

"Single specimen in dried seaweed on beach at Whitley Bay, 
spring 1907, taken by Professor Carpenter." (Bagnall 1909). 
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Subisotoma angularis (AXELSON) 
Bagnall 1939a,p.25; Strenzke 1955,p.26. 

" Northumberland: Coast at mouth of Briar Dene near Whitley 
Bay." (Bagnall 1939a). 

Isotoma poseidonis BAGNALL 
Bagnall 1939b,pp.96-97 ; Strenzke 1955,p.43. 

"Cullercoats, several under rocks below H.W.M. 16 Feb.39. 
Alnmouth, under driftwood, 1 only, Feb.39." (Bagnall 1939b). 

ENTOMOBRYIDAE Borner 
Orchesella villosa (GEOFFROY) 

Brown 1925,p.155,pl.IX ; Strenzke 1955,p.48 (as O. litMalis Brown) . 

"Among shingle between tide-marks, Runswick Bay (Yorks.) 
Aug. 1924." (Brown 1925). 

Pseudosinella maritima (BAGNALL) 
Bagnall 1941,pp.224-5 ; Strenzke 1955,p.48. 

" Cullercoats Bay, 16 Feb.39 ; Alnmouth estuary 7 Apr.39, several. 
Ryhope, mouth of dene, in numbers Jun.34." (Bagnall 1941). 

SMINTHURIDAE Lubbock 

Sminthurides malmgreni (TULLBERG) var. elegantulus REUTER 
ScbOtt 1893,p.35,pl.2,figs.20,21 ,26. 

" From a brackish pool near St. Mary's Island, Whitley Bay, and 
from a brackish ditch near the Greatham salt marsh, County Durham." 
(Bagnall 1909) . 

Bourletiella insignis (REUTER) 
ScbOtt 1893,p.26. 

" On the surface of brackish water, Whitley Bay, Northumberland; 
and Greatham, County Durham." (Bagnall 1909). 

Bourletiella novemlineata (TuLLBERG) var. pilosicaiida (REUTER) 
Schott 1893,p.27,pl.2,figs. l -4. 

" I have seen this form once only, from a brackish pond (now 
filled up) near Whitley Bay, Northumberland." (Bagnall 1921). 
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Order THYSANURA Latreille 

Petrobius maritimus L EACH MACHILIDAE Verhoeff 

Womersley l 930b,p.393. 

" Farne Is. 10 Sep. 1911 " (Bagnall 1916). Common under stones 
and crevices just above H .W .. T. Holy Island (below Castle), Fame Is., 
Newton, Embleton, Boulmer, and a t fo ot of cli ffs St. Mary's Is., 
Whitley Bay. H.O.B. 

Petrobius brevistylis CARPE TER 

Womerslcy I 930b,p.390. 

ommon with last t. Mary' Is. H .O.B. 

APTE RYGOTA 

REFERE CES 

AXP.LSON, V. l\1. (sec Lmnamemi). 

BAGNALL, R S., 1909 Short notes on some new and rare British Collrmbola. 
Trans.oat. Hist. oc.Northumb.n s.3(2) , 495-509 

BAGNALL, R. S .. 192 1 Contribution towards a knowledge of the Collembola. 1. 

Some new or httle known mmthuridae. \'asculum 7(1), 13-16. 

B\GN \LL, H. s .. 193 1 

BAGNALL, R. S., ) 935. 

B GNAl.L, ll. s .. 1937 

B GNALL, n. s .. 1930a 

BAG:< ALL, R. S., 1931lb 

H GNALL, !{, s. 1939c 

BAGN LL, n. s .. 19 10 

B CfS.\lL. It s., 194 1. 

B. GN LL, R. s, 1949 

oles on British Collembola. Ent.moo.Mag. 70 , 275-277. 

'otes on British Collembola. Ibid 71 , 61-63. 

cotl1sh Onych1uridae II. cot, at. ; pp. 7, 145 

'otes on ollembola. Ent.moo.Mag 75 , 21-2 . 

, oles on Collcmbola Ibid 75 , 91- 102. 

otes on Collembola Ibid 75 . -200. 

Notes on Collembola Jbid. 76 . 163- 174. 

Nole· on Collembola. Ibid 77 , 217-226. 

Notes on Collembola Ibid 85 , 51 61 

HR r>Y, (, S, 190:.! On copcpoda and other crustacea taken in Ireland and off the 
·orth East Coast of Enghnd. at Hist.Trans.Newcastle 14(1) , 54-6 

BRO\\", J I., l 0:.!5 On a new shore-dwelling Collembolan, w1lh remarks on the 
British bttoml spt•c1cs of ollembola. Ann Mag oat.Hist. (0)16 , 155-160 

LINS\. IE 11, \\ :\1 ( ~·nsoN), 1912 Die pterygotenfauna hnhnds. II Spcz1eller 
Teti \eta oc Sci.knn 40(5) , l-359 

116rr, II., I !13 Zur sr lemahk und \'erbreitung palaeart1schcr Collembolan . 
h'.,S\'en kt\ <ttnsk .\ka<l Han<ll. 25(11); pp.1- 100. 
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TACH, J., 1949. The Apterygotan Fauna of Poland in relation to the world-fauna 
of this group of insects. Families : Neogastruridae and Brachystom
ellidae. Acta Monogr.Mus.Hist.oat.Krakow, pp.1-341. 

STRRNZKE, K, 1055. Collembola. In Grimpe, G., and Wagler, E . Tierwelt N .u. 
Ostsee Xlf

0
; pp.1-52. 

WILLEM, ., 1906. Un nouveau Collembole mario (A nundella marina). Mero.Soc. 
ent.Belg.12; 247-252. 

WoMRRSLRY, H ., l 930a. Notes on some new and rare British ollembola. Ent.moo. 
Mag.66 ; 33-41 . 

WoMRRSLBY, H., 1930b. Contributions to a study of the British Macbilidae. Ann. 
Mag.oat.Hist. (10)5; 388-394. 

INDEX TO GENERA 

Page Page 
.A.chorutes 11 Isotoma 13 
Anurida 11 Lt1bbockiella 11 
Anuridella 12 Onychiurus .. . 12 
.A.phoromma ... 11 Orchesella . .. 14 
Archisotoma 13 Petro bi us ... 15 
Bourletiella 14 Proisotoma ... 13 
Folsomia 13 Pseudosinella 14 

Friesea 11 Sminthurides 14 

Hypogastrura 11 Subisotoma 14 
Isotoma 14 Xeoylla 11 

Footnote: This list has been kindly overseen by Mr. P. N. LaWTence (Dept. of 
Entomology, British Museum (Natural History) and Mr. E. Goto (Dept. of 
Zoology, Imperial College of Science & Technology, London) to whom 
I give grateful thanks. 
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by 

Jo Bossanyi* 
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Rep.Dove Mar. Lab. 
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1964 

*Formerly Zoologist at the Dove Manne Laboratory, now Lecturer in Zoology, 
The Polytechnic, Regent Street, London, W.l. 





Order EUPHAUSIACEA Boas 

EuPHAUSIIDAE Dana 
Nyctipbanes couchii (BELL) 

Adult: Holt & Tattersall 1905,p.104,pl.17 : Einarsson 1945,p.43,fig.16. 
juv. : Einarsson 1945,p.25,fig.9: Lebour 1925,p.816,pls.l-5: Lebour 
1924,p.406,pls.1,2,3 and 6,figs.5-8. 

In stomachs of 10 whiting caught in 25-40 fms. between Middles
brough and Longstone (Carr 1909) : A number of early calyptopis 
3-7 miles E. Beadnell, Sep. 1921 (Jorgensen 1926) : In plankton in area 
approx. 55° to 55°30'N and from coast to 0° long. 8-14 Jul. 1922 (Savage 
1926) : In moderate numbers in herring stomachs from area approx. 
54°45' to 55°30' and from coast to 0°30'W, May to Sep. 1922-3 
(Hardy 1924) : 7 at 55°10'N, 1°0'W over 52 fms. on 27 Sep. 1923 
(Wimpenny 1933) : Found in small numbers within area approx. 
54 40' to 55°20' and from coast to 0° long. 24-29 Jun . 1926 ; also 
occasionally in small numbers in herring stomachs from off hields, 
summer 1926 (Savage 1931) : In herring stomachs, Shields Ground, 
May- ep. 1930-4 (Savage 1937) : An average of 2-6 adults and 0.6-1.9 
cyrtopias per 10 cub. m. in plankton recorder catches for 1948 from 
area approx. 55°30' to 55°50'N and 0° to 2°W (Glover 1952). 

58 coll. S.J.A.B. 12 miles S.E. by . of Tyne, surface, 9-10.45 p.m. 
28 Mar. 1936 (Lab.coll.) ; l adult in coarse plankton net fished from 
rowing boat just outside Cullercoats Bay entrance 20 Feb. 1951 ; 
several adults in coarse net off Blyth 16 Mar. 1951 ; one adult in coarse 
net haul 20 fms. 5 miles E. Blyth lighthouse on 14 Jan. 1952 together 
with large numbers of Thysanoessa spp. ; 20 adults in coarse net haul 
at 12 fms. l mile E. ow Buoy, Blyth, on 6 l\Iar. 1952; many adults 
and late cyrtopias in coarse net haul over 5 fms. Blyth Bay 24 Oct. 1952, 
together with Thysanoessa sp. Furcilia stages present, sometimes 
commonly, in bottom sledge-net hauls in 5 fms. Blyth Bay and in 14 fms. 
Cambois Bay .E. from Sow Buoy summer 1950 and Apr. 1952; also 
111 tow netting at latter locality Apr. 1952; 5 adult specimens in 
Hensen net haul off Fame Islands 22 Apr. 1953 (J.B.). 

Meganyctipbanes norvegica (.M. ARS) 

!dull Holt & Tattersall 1905,p 105,pl.16, and p.102, pl.24,figs.6-9 (as 
E11phausia lmiei n. sp) Einarsson 1945,p. 41,fig 15. jrw: Einarsson 
1045,p.21,fig. Lebour 1924,p.412,pls.4,6,figs. 1-4 Lebour 1925, 
p. 22,pls.6-!l )lacDonald 1927,p. 7 5,pl.l 

In plankton hauls off hields in area approx. 55° to 55°30' and 
from coast to 0° long. c-14 Jul. 1922 ( ayage 1926): In moderate 

19 



number (large in pt. 1923) in May- ept. 1922-3 in adult herring 
stomach from station in area approx. 54°45' to 55°30' and from 
coast to 0°30'W (Hardy 1924) : Relatively abundant in herring stomachs 
from hields area, ummcr 1926 ; in plankton, young tages, not 
numerou , 31 May to 4 Jun . 1926 in ar a approx. 54°40' to 55°40'N 
and from coast to 0° long., and young tage 24-29 Jun. 1926 in area 
approx. 54°40' to 55°20' and from coast to 0° long. principally E . of 

undcrland, and 100 specim n in haul at 55°33' , l 0 7'W on 4 Sep. 1926 
( avagc 1931) : In herring stoma hs, hield Ground , May- ep. 1930-4 
(Savage 1937) : 

One late cyrtopia in coarse net off Bly th 16 l\Iar. 1951 ; furcilia 
stage present in bottom ledge net hauls in 5 fms. Blyth Bay and in 
14 fm . Camboi Bay .E . ow Buoy in summer 1950 and 1952 respec
rively; also in tow netting at latter locality pr. 1952 (J.B.) : Large 
adult abundan t in beam and agassiz trawls 115 mile E . Blyth Oct. 1961 ; 
large numbers (thousands) living H.W. Bly th harbour 10 ov. 1961 
(H.O.B.). 

Thysanoessa longicaudata (KrWYER) 

;Jdull · Holt & Tattersall 1905, p. LOl,pl 1;; Einarsson l!l45 p A5,fig. I 7 : 
Zimmer 1904,p.42-l,figs. 18-21. juv : Einarsson I 945, p.26, figs . 10, 11 . 

One specimen in washed-up material a t Redcar, 10-12 Feb. 1892 
on which gulls had previously been feeding at sea (Norman 1892, 

orman & Brady 1909) : " .... the fully grown adult ... has been 
taken recently in Cullercoats Bay" (Jorgensen 1926) : Several hundred 
in midwater and bottom nets, May 1921, E . of Blyth and at Longstone, 
and a few in July 1921 , E. of Blyth and off Newbiggin , also a few in 
Sep. E. of Beadnell (Jorgensen 1923, 1926) : An average of more 
than 10 furcilias of Th. lo 11gica11data and Th. i11ermis combined per 
10 cub. m . in plankton recorder catches from 1948 from area approx. 
55°30' to 55°50' and 0° to 2°\V (Glover 1952). 

One, adult, Cullercoats Bay, 21Jan.1935, coll. S.J.A.B. id. H.O.B. 
(Lab.coll.) : One adult in coarse net haul at 20 fms. 5 miles E. Blyth 
lighthouse on 14 J an. 1952, with large numbers of Th. inermis and 
rasch£i (q.v.); one adult in coarse net at 12 fms. 1 mile E. Sow Buoy, 
Blyth, on 6 Mar. 1952 ; furcilias present in bottom sledge net hauls 
in 5 fms. Blyth Bay summer 1950 and in 14 fms. N.E. Sow Buoy 
Apr. 1952; at latter locality also in tow netting (J.B.) : In stomachs 
of whiting caught in 20-35 fms. 8-12 miles E. to N.E. of Blyth, 31 Mar. 
1954 and in Jun. 1955 (Goonewardene 1956). 
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Thysanoessa raschii (M. SARS) 

Adult : Einarsson 1945,p.51 ,fig.20 : Zimmer 1909,p. ll,figs.13,14 (as 
Rhoda raschii): Hansen 1911,p.42,(no figs.) . juv : Einarsson 1945, 
p.34,fig.13 : lliacDonald 1928,p.57,pl.l-7. 

An average of 0.6-1.9 adults, 0.6-1.9 cyrtopias and 0.1-0.5 furcilias 
per 10 cub. m. in plankton recorder catches for 1948 in area approx. 
55°30' to 55°50' and 0° to 2°W (Glover 1952). 

About 150 adults in coarse net haul at 20 fms. 5 miles E. Blyth 
lighthouse 14 Jan. 1952, with about the same number of Th. inermis 
(q. v.) ; 2 adults in coarse net haul at 15 fms. 1 mile E. Sow Buoy Blyth, 
on 6 Mar. 1952 ; adults fairly numerous and some late cyrtopias in 
coarse net haul in Blyth Bay over 5 fms. on 24 Oct. 1952, together 
with N yctipha.nes couch ii ; furcilias present in bottom sledge net hauls 
in summer 1950 in 5 fms. Blyth Bay and in 14 fms . N.E. Sow Buoy; 
at latter locality also in tow netting, Apr. 1952; one female in Hensen 
net haul off Farne Islands on 22 Apr. 1953 (J.B.) : In stomachs of 
whiting caught by seine-net in 20-35 fms. 8-12 miles E. to N.E. Blyth 
Mar. to Dec. 1954 and May-Jul. 1955 (Goonewardene 1956). 

Thysanoessa inermis (KR0YER) 

Adult : Einarsson 1945,p.46,figs. 18,19 : Hansen 1911,p .. (no figs.): 
Sars 1883,p.52,pl.l,figs. 15- 18 (as Thysa11oessa borealis n.sp . and 
Euphausia inermis (Krnyer)). juv : Einarsson 1945,p.30,fig.12: 
Lebour 1924,p.415,pl.5,figs.3-6; pl.6,figs.9- 12: Lebour 1926,p. l,pls. l -5. 

" .... young adults ... . have been taken in the plankton . . only 
once" off Northumberland coast (Jorgensen 1926); relatively abundant 
in herring stomachs off Shields, summer 1926 ; young stages, not 
numerous, in plankton 31 May to 4 Jun. 1926 in area approx. 54°40' 
to 55°40'N and from coast to 0° long., and young stages 24-29 Jun. 1926 
in area approx. 54°40' to 55°20'N and from coast to 0° long. principally 
E. of Sunderland, and 200 specimens in haul at 55°33'N 1°7'W on 4 Sep. 
1926 (Savage 1931) : An average of 2-6 adults and 0.1-0.5 cyrtopias, 
and of 10.0 or more furcilias of Th. inermis and longicaudata combined, 
all per 10 cub . m. in plankton recorder catches for 1948 in area approx. 
55°30' to 55°50' and 0° to 2°W (Glover 1952). 

About 150 adults in coarse net haul at 20 fms . 5 miles E. Blyth 
lighthouse on 14 J an. 1952, together with about the same number of 
Th . raschii (q.v.); 1 adult in coarse net haul at 12 fms . 1 mile E . Sow 
Buoy, Blyth on 6 Mar. 1952; furcilias present in bottom sledge net 
hauls in 5 fms. Blyth Bay, summer, 1950 and in 14 fms. N.E. Sow Buoy 

21 



April. 1952 ; at latter locality also in tow netting at same period ; one 
male in Hensen n t haul off Fame Islands on 22 Apr. 1953 (J.B.) : 
In tomachs of whiting caught by seine-net in 20-35 fms. 8-12 miles 
E. to .E. Blyth Mar. 1954-Jan. 1955 and May-Jul. 1955 (Goonewardene 
1956). 

Nematoscelis megalops G. 0. ,\RS 

Adult. Sars 18 ii,p.127,pl.23.figs.5-10. pl 24 Zimmer 1909,p.16,figs. 
24-27: Han~en 1911,p.48,fig.18A. j11v : Frost 1935,pp.443 and 451, 
pls.12, 13. 

everal in washed-up material at Redcar on which gulls had 
previously been feeding at sea, 10-12 Feb. 1892 ( orman 1892, Norman 
& Brady 1909) : Large numbers dead, Cullcrcoats Bay and Whitley 
Bay, 23-25 Mar. 1918 (Jorgensen 1918). 

A few specimens amongst washed-up mass of Themisto on sand 
in Cullercoats Bay 17 Jan. 1935 (H.O.B. in Lab. coll.). 
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and in Savage 1937 and Cheng 1941 from herring stomachs. 
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CLASS MAMMALIA Linnaeus 

Order CETACEA Brisson 

Sub-Order ODONTOCETI Flower 

PHOCOENIDAE Bravard 
Phocoena phocoena (L.) 

Freund 1932, pp.46,47,figs.41 ,42; Fraser & Parker 1953,p.29; fig.26. 

" Frequent under the promontories and in the deep bays" (Wallis 
1769) : "Abundant in our seas, associated in small herds ... especially 
during the herring season. . . . We have seen it abundantly off nearly 
every part of our coast " (Meynell & Perkins 1864) : 8 ft. specimen 
caught in salmon nets off Cullercoats 16 Aug. 1904 (Meek 1904a) : 
5 ft. specimen stranded 22 Jul. 1914, Blyth (Harmer 1915, 1927): 
Many caught in salmon drift nets, Cullercoats, 1917 (Meek 1918) : 
Common off the mouth of the Tyne, salmon season, 1921 ; 5 ft. 8 ins. 
female in milk, with young male 2 ft. 9 ins., caught in salmon nets, 
Cullercoats, 10 Jun. 1921 (l\Ieek 1921) : 3 ft. lOt ins. male stranded 
Tynemouth 28 Apr. 1925 ; 5 ft. male stranded South Shields 6 Aug. 
1926 ; 4 ft. 7 ins. female stranded South Shields 20 Aug, 1926 ; 
4 ft. 8 ins. male stranded Tynemouth 21 Aug. 1926; specimen stranded 
Seaton Carew 29 Oct. 1926 (Harmer 1927) ; 3 ft. 6 ins. specimen 
stranded Berwick 2 Jan. 1927 ; 4 ft. male and 5 ft. female stranded 
Berwick 13 Dec. 1927 ; 3 ft. 10 ins. female stranded Berwick 19 Oct. 
1928; 3 ft. 6 ins. specimen stranded Berwick 7 Jan. 1929; 5 ft. specimen 
stranded Berwick 20 Nov. 1929 ; 4 ft. 9 ins. specimen stranded Berwick 
26 Feb. 1930; 5 ft. specimen stranded Redcar 13 Jul. 1932 (Fraser 
1934-) : 5 ft. 6 ins. male stranded Seahouses, 2 Jul. 1933 ; 3 ft. 9 ins. 
male stranded Berwick 27 Sep. 1933 ; 5 ft. 6 ins. specimen stranded 
Dene Holm (Durham) 10 Jul. 1934 ; 5 ft. specimen tranded Blyth 
7 Sep. 1934; 4 ft. 6 ins. specimen stranded Seaton Sluice 20 Jul. 1936 ; 
5 ft. specimen stranded West Hartlepool 24 Sep. 1936 (Fraser 1946) : 
7 ft. specimen stranded Berwick 26 Jul. 1938; 5 ft. specimen stranded 
29 May 1939 (Fraser 1953) : 5 ft. 4 ins. male stranded Blyth, 1Sep.1954; 
5 ft. 8 ins. specimen stranded eaham 6 Sep. 1954 ; 3 ft. 9 ins. specimen 
stranded Beal, Feb. 1955 (Fraser, personal communication) : 3 ft. 9 ins. 
specimen stranded Druridge Bay 28 Jul. 1957 ; 4 ft. 9 ins. male stranded 
24 Nov. 1957 North Sunderland harbour; 3 ft. 4 ins. specimen stranded 
Redcar 21 Jan. 1963 (Fraser 1959, and personal communication) . 

Common near the coast in summer, occasionally caught in salmon 
nets and freed after mutilation. (W . . ). 
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DELPIIINAPTERIDAE LacepCde 
Delphinapterus leucas (PALLA ) 

Freund 1932,pp.43-44,fig.3 : FrasC'r & Parker 1963,p.24,fig.21. 

14 ft. 2 in . male captured in salmon nets, South Shields sands, 
10 Jun. 1903 (Meek 1903, 1904b). 

DELPHINIDAE Gray 
Orcinus orca (L.) 

Frt>und 1932,p.47,!ig.43: Fraser & Parker 1953,p.27,Cig.24. 

" Not uncommon off our coast . . . . During the recent (1863) 
dredging expedition off the orthumberland coast when at work about 
twenty miles cast of Berwick, we witnessed with much interest the 
gambols of many of this species, some of them of large size, which 
approached within a few yards of our steamboat" (Meynell & Perkins 
1864). 20 ft. 6 in . pecimen stranded Blyth 10 Jul. 1943 ; 21 ft. 7 ins. 
male specimen stranded Druridg Bay 25 Dec. 1944 (Fraser 1953) . 

In early and mid July 1946, schools containing pecimens up to 
20 ft. in length severely damaged the net of herring drifter about 
40 mile N.E. by N. Tyne. (\V . . ). 

Pseudorca crassidens (OWEN) 

Freund 1932,p.48,fig.44: Fraser & Parker 1953,p.28,fig.26. 

15 ft. 6 ins. female stranded Berwick 3 Dec. 1935 ; 10 ft. 6 ins. 
specimen tranded Beal 5 Dec. 1935 (Fraser 1946). 

Globicephala melaena (TRAILL) 

Freund 1932,pp.49,50,Cigs.45-47; Fraser & Parker 1953,p.25,fig.22. 

35 specimens stranded near Howick Burn mouth 19 Mar. 1855, 
lengths 8 ft. to 18 ft. 9 ins., but mostly 14-16 ft . ; included 18 ft. 9 in . 
male and a" few" females of which one was lactating and four pregnant; 
lengths foetuses, 2 ft., 3! ft., 6! ft. ; additional two specimens taken 
at Craster, and one at Berlin Carr (Tate 1854) ; 22 ft. specimen killed 
on shore Newton-by-the-Sea 31Jan.1872 (Hardy 1872); 14 ft . specimen 
stranded Burnmouth nr. Berwick Oct. 1875 (Hardy 1876) ; 11 ft. 
specimen stranded Brunton Burn 3 Mar. 1914 (Harmer 1927). 

BREEDING.-Lactating female and four pregnant females stranded 
Howick 19 Mar. 1855 ; lengths foetuses 2 ft., 3~ ft., 6! ft. (Tate 1854). 
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Lagenorhynchus albirostris G RA v 
Freund 1932,p.51,fi gs.50-52: Fraser & Parker 1953,p.31,fig.28. 

Specimen captured off Berwick, skull seen 1881 ; skull of another. 
picked up Newton-by-the-Sea 1895 (Hardy 1895) : 5 ft. 2 ins. male 
taken in salmon nets at the north side of the mouth of the Tyne 24 Aug. 
1911 (Storrow 1912) : 7 ft. 7 ins. specimen stranded Redcar, 11 Jul. 
1914 ; 4 ft. 2 ins. female stranded Tynemouth 20 Aug. 1924 ; 9 ft . 
specimen stranded Hartlepool 25 Jul. 1926 (Harmer 1927) : 8 ft. 6 ins. 
specimen stranded at Morpeth {Blyth) (sic) 7 May 1927 ; 5 ft. 7t ins. 
female stranded at Berwick 9 Apr. 1931 (Fraser 1934) : 9 ft. 2 ins. 
specimen stranded Holy Island 25 Sep. 1933 (Fraser 1946) : " Seen from 
' Evadne ' on various occasions-off Blyth, Beadnell, and Craster." 
(B.S. in ms.). 8 ft. 4 ins. specimen stranded South Shields 8 Jul. 1947; 
8 ft. 6 ins. male stranded 28 Jun. 1951 Bamburgh (Fraser, personal 
communication). 

Commonly seen off the Northumberland Coast in July and August 
1947 by Norwegian whalers. (W.S.). 

Lagenorhynchus acutus (GRA v) 
Freund 1932,p.53,fig.53: Fraser & Parker 1953,p.32, fig.29. 

One 7 ft. 11 ins. female stranded Seaham 18 Mar. 1941 (Fraser 1953). 

One approx. 7 ft. specimen (tail had been cut off when seen), female, 
caught in salmon net, Cullercoats 4 May 1950 (H.0.B.). 

PHYSETERIDAE Gray 
Physeter catodon L. 

Freund 1932,pp.38,39,figs.30,31 (as P .macrocephaltts L.): Fraser & Parker 
1953,p. l 7,fig.14. 

·• Sperma-ceti-whale was cast on shore about twenty years ago at 
Hauxley, near Warkworth. It was fifty-four feet long . . . . Another 
of the same kind was found dead at sea, about forty-four years ago, 
by the fishermen of Cresswell, who towed it on shore with their boats" 
(Wallis 1769). Young specimen stranded Hartlepool over 200 years ago 
(Meynell & Perkins 1864). 

Hyperoodon ampullatus (FORSTER) 
Freund 1932,pp.40-41,fig.33; Fraser & Parker 1953,p.19,fig. 16. 

Fragments of skeleton of adult removed from Tyne at Newcastle 
at very low ebb tide May 1857. Specimen had probably "strayed up 
the river by some chance and died there" (Embleton 1858) : 28 ft. male 
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strand d Blyth, 11 Mar. 1914 (Harmer 1915) : One, male about 20 ft. 
stranded ea! ands, R. Tees Oct. 1958 (Fraser, 1959 and personal 
communication). 

Mesoplodon bidens ( OWERBY) ZIPHIIDAE Gray 

Freund 1932,pp.41-42,figs.34,35: Fraser & Parker 1953,p.21,fig.18. 

One, 15 ft. 2 ins. specimen, male, stranded West Hartlepool 26 Jul. 
1!)40 (Fraser 1953) . 

uh-order MYST ACOCETI Flower 

Balaenoptera physalus (L.) BALAENOPTERIDAE Gray 

Freund 1932,pp.33-35,figs.23-25: Fras r & Parker 1953,p.12,fig.10. 

" One captured in 1831, near our own coast, measured 80 ft. in 
length" (Meynell & Perkins 1 64 (as Physalus antiquorum Fischer) ) ; 
16 ft. pecimen stranded Amble 12 May 1915 (Harmer 1927). 

' \ Balaenoptera acutorostrata LACEPEDE 
Freund 1932,pp.32-33,fig.22: Fraser & Parker 1953,p.13,fig,ll. 

16 ft. specimen (from de cription) female, caught Craster 6 Feb. 
1858. Details from J . Hancock (Meynell & Perkins 1864) : 30 ft. 
female "swam blindly to the hore at Druridge Bay and was stranded" 
19 Aug. 1902 (Meek 1902) : 28 ft. female stranded Marsden 7 May 1919 
(Harmer 1921) : 14 ft. pecimen stranded Amble 16 Apr. 1928 (Fraser 
1934) : 25 ft. specimen came alongside " Evadne " while sampling, 
15 m. E. Amble 27 Sep. 1928 (Storrow, B., in Lab. Note Book) : 30 ft. 
specimen tranded \Vest Hartlepool 22 Jun. 1932 (Fraser 1934) : 

pecimen stranded West Hartlepool 27 Jan. 1935 (Fraser 1946) : 
9 ft. 7 ins. specimen stranded eahouses 5 Feb. 1944 (Fraser 1953). 

pecimen entangled in crab pot buoy line of Mr. H. Aitchison ("Braw 
Lads") off Berwick 6 May 1948 (W.S.): Small numbers caught by 
Norwegian whalers in our area in summers of 1947 and 1948 (Stephenson 
1951). 

BREEDING.-Births chiefly in ov. and Dec. but possible at any 
season (Stephenson 1951). 

Megaptera novaeangliae (BOROWSKI) 
Freund 1932,pp.31-32,fig.21 (as M.boops): Fraser & Parker 1953,p.ll,fig.9. 

35-36 ft. female stranded 2 miles N. Berwick 19 Sep. 1829; a few 
weeks previously, 58 ft. specimen stranded Holy Island (Johnston 1831 
as Balaena boops) : Specimen stranded Boulmer 19 Sep. 1891 (Hardy 
1891). 
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