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Recently the present author could have an opportunity to study a case of abnor-
mality found in the immovable finger of the right cheiped of Geryon affinis granulatus
(Sakar 1978).

The abnormal specimen was obtained by the crab-trap “Kani-Kago ” from the depth
of about 500m, off Hedamura, Suruga Bay, Shizuoka Prefecture on Dec. 11, 1990. The
crab with the abnormal cheliped was a berried female, 17.9cm in carapace width, as
shown in Fig. 1.

A chela-like structure, about 3cm in length, may be found at the proximal portion of
the immovable finger, and its angle between the finger and the structure is about 50 °as
shown in Fig.l:below. The sub-chelate projection a and b have 5 and 3 serrations,
respectively, the angle between these projections is about 65°. There is no articulation
with the original segment, so it is apparently not functional. This abnormality seem to
have been caused by hypertypic regeneration of the wounded chela.

Several papers dealing with the abnormal cheliped in some brachyuran crustaceans
of japanese species are released (e. g. Suzuki, 1963; Morton, 1971; Suzuki & ODAWARA,
1971). The present abnormality is much similar to a case of hypertypic regeneration,
supernumerary chela developed on the outer margin of the original immovable finger
without joint found in the crab, Erimacrus isenbecki (BRaANDT) (Suzuki & ODAWARA,
1971).
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Fig. 1. Geryon affinis granulatus SAKAL
above: Dorsal aspect of a berried female. Note the abnormality in the right
cheliped.
below: Abnormality in the right cheliped (dorsal view).
a,b, abnormal finger.
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