




ARCHAEOCUMA AND SCHIZOCUMA, NEW GENERA OF 
CUMACEA FROM THE AMERICAN TROPICAL WATERS 

BY 

MIHAI BACESCU 

On the basis of the material captured by R/V Anton Bruun in 1965 from the Pe­
ruvian area of the Humboldt cold stream, and on the basis of the material col­
lected by R/V Verna in its 15 th expedition from the coasts of Ecuador, the author 
describes _lrclweocuma peruana g.n.sp.n., a Cumacean characterized by the 
presence of pleopod I in both sexes and by that of a rudimentary penis in males 
and suggests the setting up of a new family, Archaeocumidae. 
According to material captured upon the 14th expedition of the Verna vessel, from 
the waters East of Florida, he describes Schizocuma vemae g.n. sp.n., a Cumacean 
characterized by a distinct existence of two pseudorostral, widely separated funnels, 
an optic, blind lobe tilted downwards, and by the extreme length of the abdominal 
segments and uropods, unique among Cumacea. 

Archaeocuma n.g. 

Diagnosis. Cumacean presenting Larnpropidae features and a Pla­
tysyrnpiis type carapace, i.e. low, almost round, if seen from above; on 
the sides, a continuous crenellation (expansions with crenel aspect) . Not 
only CS-CS', but also ~~bear a pair of well developed pleopods, namely pair 
I. Males also present two penial conical tubercules, between the peraeopods 
of pair V - unique features among Cumacea. 

1. Archaeocuma peru._jana n. sp. (Figs 1-2 and fig. 4, a, b). 

Description. ~~- Tegument porcelain-like, very thin and breakable, 
with reticular structure on the cephalotorax and scaly on the appendage. 
Carapace compressed dorsoventrally, twice as broad as high and just a 
little longer, the pseudorostral lobes inclusively, than the maximum breadth 
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