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I. 

ii. 

iii. 

iv. 

v. 

EBLIDA 
The European Bureau of Library, Information and Documentation Associations is by far 
the most active organization monitoring EC developments of relevance to libraries and 
lobbying on behalf of the sector. EBLIDA Newsletter and Hot News are essential services 
for anyone seriously considering involvement. 

European Information Association 
A useful source of contacts on European information matters. 

EUSIDIC 
The European Association of Information Services. 

EllA 
The European Information Industry Association. 

EFLC 
The European Foundation for Library Cooperation. 

Plus all the databases, printed abstracts, journals, monographs and guides far too numerous to be 
listed here. 

Should EURASLIC be members of some of these? Are there other options? 

Having considered some aspects of this area, we can now move on to the third of our objectives for 
the workshop. 

Action Plan 

We can consider this in two sections - immediate action and medium/long-term policy. 

Immediate Action. 

1. UNlverse Project 

EURASLIC is an integral part of the above proposal. During the thirty months of this proposed project 
many EURASLIC libraries can contribute. There will be a range of levels of potential involvement at 
different stages of the work - from the provision of a full Z39.50 Server site, through being a UNlverse 
Client site, to using the World Wide Web site and making constructive criticism. 

This project could also be used by EURASLIC to evaluate the usefulness of EU funded projects to its 
aims - a sort of cost/benefit analysis. 

The working groups may like to consider this point and the way that involvement in UNlverse may best 
be handled within EURASLIC. 

2. Telematics for Libraries: 2nd Call for Proposals 

The initial timetable for this was 15th June 1996. This now seems very unlikely. The most probable 
dates will be either 15th September 1996 or 15th December 1996. 

We know the EU general key themes. 
We know the main aims of the Libraries Programme. These are detailed in the document Telematics 
Application Programme (1994-1998) Work Programme issued on 15 December 1994. 

We know that the 2nd call is intended to be larger (in ecu terms) than the first. 

We do NOT YET KNOW the specific objectives of this call. We can predict that it will continue to build 
on progress so far. It will , therefore, still wish to: 
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Continue to accelerate the move from collection-based to access-based 
services, by means of resource sharing, interconnecting and networking. 

In your working groups you may wish to discuss how EURASLIC might prepare for this call or any 
other relevant call that you may be aware of. 

Medium/Long Term Policy 

EU Programmes do not emerge from thin air. They are the end results of years of discussion, debate, 
political manipulation and lobbying. The LIS community as a whole tends to have little involvement in 
the formulation of these programmes - tending rather to react to rather than contribute to the forming of 
programmes. We cannot, therefore, be too surprised if the aims and objectives of any particular 
programme do not suit our requirements. 

Discussions on the next Framework (1998 - 2002?) have already begun but they are in the very early 
stages. 

The working groups may wish to consider whether EURASLIC should be involved directly or through 
some other organization such as EBLIDA. If so, what exactly does EURASLIC want to see done in 
Europe? What are the priorities for action? What would have the most effect? What would we be 
lobbying for? 

You have been very patient listening to me. I would be very grateful if you would now split into your four 
groups for the discussions. 

Feedback from the Discussion Groups - Summary 

It was generally considered that the topic had been very wide and that it had been very difficult to give 
considered opinions in the time available. 

Many of the delegates felt that involvement in development work was beyond their resources and 
possibly their remits as individual research centre library and information units. 

It was agreed, however, that the Byelaws did not preclude EURASLIC from involvement with EU 
funded projects and that the EU should be one of the organizations that EURASLIC applies to but not 
the only one since EURASLIC membership was broader than EU member states. 

It was also agreed that the EURASLIC Board should be consulted before EURASLIC's name was used 
in a project bid. Since time-scales are normally short for the submission of bids, the Board may need 
to give consent before the membership is consulted. The membership should definitely be consulted if 
there appears to be any conflict of interest. 

A strategic plan was not thought to be necessary but some extra organizational structure might be 
helpful. It was suggested that the Board should consider the setting up of a specialist group for 
advising members on funding in general and that a member(s) of this group specialise in EU funding. 
It was considered that continuity of expertise in this group was important and that elections every two 
years might not be appropriate for this. The Board should consider a statement of purpose for this 
group and a suitable structure. 

The possibility of running training sessions for various aspects relating to funding was also considered. 
It was suggested that the programme organiser for the next meeting might bear this in mind. 

On the final area for consideration, it was considered better if EURASLIC undertook any lobbying that 
this should be done direct and not through another organization. 
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Institute of Biology of the Southern Seas and its Scientific Library: 125 Years of Tradition and Progress 

Olga A Akimova and Olga V Klimentova 

Institute of Biology of the Southern Seas 
Sevastopol 

Crimea 
Ukraine 

Abstract 

The history of the Institute of Biology of the Southern Seas as a research 
institution dates back to 1871 . It was the first endeavour of this sort in 
Russia, the third in Europe, and the fifth in the world. At present IBSS is a 
complex structure that encompasses a large number of scientific and 
supporting departments and a scientific library. The library of IBSS is the 
oldest among libraries of the institutes of the Ukrainian Academy of 
Sciences. The main goal of the library is to collect publications on 
hydrobiology of the Black and Azov Seas, the Southern seas and oceans. 
The total book stock numbers 150,000: 75,900 of these were published 
abroad. The Scientific Library is now destined to unite marine libraries of 
Ukraine into a well-co-ordinated system. 

The Institute of Biology of the Southern Seas (IBSS) is of interest and significance both in point of 
research tradition and architectural design. The building of IBSS is among the essential sights shown 
to those who visit Sevastopol, be they tourists, businessmen or officials. The history of IBSS as a 
research institution dates back to 1871 when Sevastopol Biological Station was founded. It was the 
first endeavour of this sort in Russia, the third in Europe, and the fifth in the world. About a hundred 
years later, in 1963, Sevastopol Biological Station was reorganized into the Institute of Biology of the 
Southern Seas, and since then it has been within the network of the National Academy of Sciences of 
Ukraine. At present IBSS has a complex structure which encompasses a large number of scientific 
and supporting departments and a scientific library. The institute has two branches, one in Odessa 
and the other in Kara-Dag. The research fleet has two research vessels, Professor Vodyanitsky and 
Academician Kovalevsky, which perform a variety of work in the Black and Mediterranean Seas and 
sometimes in more distant waters. Research cruises make the exposition of the lnstitute's Aquarium 
more fascinating and complete. The diversity of the research work conducted at IBSS has been 
generously contributed to by many glorious investigators among which are N.N.Miklukho-Maklai, who 
was the actual founder of Sevastopol Biological Station, and many others . 

We distinguish seven periods in the history of IBSS. The first period, 1871-1905, is remarkable for the 
achievements in floristic and faunistic studies, comparative anatomy, embryology, evolutionary 
embryology and physiology. The second, 1905-1914, was marked by considerable progress in 
investigations of benthic biocenoses of the Black Sea. During the third period, 1922-1941, research 
interests focused on hydrobiology and patterns of distribution of commercial marine organisms, 
primarily fish. It was in the 1920s that the depth of the occurrence of the hydrogen sulphide zone was 
revealed at different locations of the Black Sea. The fourth period, 1945-1958, was the time of the 
post-war restoration of Sevastopol Biological Station. New research trends were developed, and much 
attention was paid to the primary production and trophic status of the Black Sea. V.S.lvlev greatly 
contributed to experimental ecology by launching a series of researches in physiology of plankters, 
covering such aspects as nutrition, migration, and metabolism. Yu.G.Aleyev established the principles 
of functional and ecological morphology of nekton. For the first time a hydrologo-synoptic survey 
employing a large number of ships was made that studied the relationships between the distribution of 
plankton and fish stocks. The span from 1958-1980 was remarkable for intensive studies of the 
structure and function of plankton and benthic ecosystems in the Mediterranean Sea, the Atlantic and 
Indian Oceans. Among research tasks were the assessment of primary production and energy flux in 
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food chains, better understanding of the taxonomy of algae, invertebrates and fish, and the biology and 
migrations of squids in the Indian and Atlantic Oceans. Special emphasis was laid on applied ecology 
and radioecology. The sixth period covers the 1980s. It was then that the increasing eutrophication 
and pollution of the Black Sea with heavy metals, persistent organic substances, oil, and Chernobyl 
radionuclides brought about the necessity for expanded environmental studies. The present period 
shows the vital importance of international cooperation. The concept of sustainable development gave 
rise to comprehensive researches in the Black Sea and adjacent water areas, and there is a great 
demand for assessment of various impacts on the drainage and coastal areas. 

IBSS has been a participant in many international projects and programmes. At present the most 
important ones appear to be NATO TU-BLACK SEA and BIODIVERSITY programmes, GODAR, 
ACOPS and JGOFS associated activities, and some other projects related to coastal zone ecological 
survey, monitoring and conservation. Our scholars can be found in many countries of the world, 
working under contract with research institutes and centres. Their papers regularly appear in reputable 
scientific journals abroad, in the journal Ekologiya morya (Ecology of Sea) and in series of anthologies 
and monographs which are published by the institute. 

The Scientific Library of IBSS 

The Library of the Institute of Biology of the Southern Seas was created in 1871 and is the oldest 
among libraries of institutes of the Ukrainian Academy of Sciences. In the rich library resources one 
can find many rare and valuable books, those published in 1766-1800 among them. The main goal of 
the library is collecting publications on hydrobiology of the Black and Azov Seas, the Southern Seas 
and oceans. The comprehensive stock includes valuable books from private collections of many 
Russian scholars, and the German zoologist M.Hartmann. Recently, the library received a collection of 
books as a bequest made by T.S.Petipa, Corresponding Fellow of the Ukrainian Academy of Sciences. 
The subject catalogue embraces hydrobiology, hydrochemistry, ecology, oceanology, botany, 
ichthyology, microbiology, general zoology, parasitology, physiology, and biochemistry of water 
organisms. The library is a regular subscriber to scientific journals published in Russia and Ukraine 
and abroad. The total book stock numbers 150,000, 75,900 published abroad. Based on the 
bibliography collected concerning hydrobiology and ecology of the Black and Azov Seas, a 
bibliographic index has been compiled and published in steps in the years 1917 to 1988. The issues 
were entitled as The Biology of the Black and Azov Seas; Anthropogenic Eutrophication of the Black 
Sea and its Effects; Hydrogen Sulphide of the Black Sea, and a number of others. The staff of the 
library are seven qualified librarians having experience in German, French and English. 

Since 1994 the Library of IBSS employs the advanced methods such as CDS/ISIS adjusted to conform 
to the experience that has been already gained at marine libraries of Europe. Practical experience that 
one of us (O.Akimova) gained through a training course taken at the Library of Plymouth Marine 
Laboratory allowed the successful creation of five databases at IBSS. To make these databases 
understandable and accessible to users abroad, the titles were translated into English. One of these 
days the on-line Internet services will also be launched. Another item of good news is that in 1996 the 
staff of the Scientific Library of IBSS joined the Ukrainian ASFA Input Working Group. The Scientific 
Library is now going to unite the marine libraries of Ukraine into a well-coordinated system. A recent 
project outlines the range of works and services to be provided by marine libraries to institutes of the 
Ukrainian Academy of Sciences. The most urgent goals to be achieved are general use of computers 
and computer-based techniques and development of home on-line networks. 

This autumn the Institute of Biology of the Southern Seas will celebrate its 125th anniversary. We 
hope that the guests will find Sevastopol and Crimea worthy to come to and the hosts worthy to stay 
with. It would be fine to see all of you again on that festive occasion. 
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Sixth Meeting of the European Association of Aquatic Sciences Libraries and Information Centres -
Summary of Meeting and Closing Remarks 

Ian Pettman 

Formerly Head of Library and Information Services 
Institute of Freshwater Ecology and Freshwater Biological Association 

Ambleside 
United Kingdom. 

It is my great pleasure, as your Vice-President, to be asked to summarize this sixth meeting of 
EURASLIC. All our thanks go to so many people who made this meeting not only possible but 
successful and constructive for its duration. I will not attempt to thank everyone by name because I 
would be certain to forget someone. The organizers, the sponsors, chairs of sessions, contributors 
(presenters of papers, country reports, demonstrations and displays, and workshop convenors), and 
the administrators of the Foundation for International Studies - they have all worked hard to make this 
meeting a success and, on your behalf, I thank them all. 

The EURASLIC Board strives to progress the Association's work between the bi-annual meetings and I 
would like to take this opportunity to thank the retiring members of the Board who have all done a 
tremendous amount of work in these formative years of the Association. This is especially so for our 
retiring President, David Moulder, who has tirelessly driven EURASLIC forward during his term of 
office. We will also miss the drive and energy of Henryk Ganowiak, Marie-Therese Panouse and Brit 
Skotheim who have contributed so much in their respective posts on the Board. 

[Various presentations were made at this stage.] 

From this meeting we welcome five new members of the Board - Bent Gaardestrup as our new 
President, Kirsten Dj0rup our new Secretary, Monique Margout as Treasurer and Joan Baron and 
Barbara Schmidt as Representatives. I look forward to working with them, on your behalf, as 
EURASLIC moves towards the next millennium. 

Let us take a few minutes to remind ourselves of some of the things EURASLIC has achieved since 
that inaugural meeting at Plymouth in 1988: 

• we formulated byelaws so that we could be officially registered as a Europe-wide Association for co­
operation; 

• we have made good use of this forum on a regular basis for Inter Library Loan, gift and exchange of 
materials and the sharing of technical expertise; 

• we have held six successful meetings in different locations around Europe including a joint one with 
the International Association; 

• as well as the network of contacts we have been able to make at these meetings, they have given 
our members the chance to both give papers and to have them published in the ensuing 
Proceedings; 

• we have produced an extremely useful Directory of European Aquatic Sciences Libraries and 
Information Centres which is constantly updated. The two printed editions produced so far have 
been well received by both members and the European library community as a whole; 

• the EURASL/C Newsletter, although produced at irregular intervals, keeps members informed 
between meetings; 
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• considerable effort has been expended since the 1994 meeting in Gdynia in seeking support 
funding for a European Directory of Marine and Freshwater Institutions, Scientists and Research 
Engineers. This work is continuing with a proposal to the European Union MAST Programme to 
assist with funding for the marine aspects; 

• as we have heard during this meeting, EURASLIC has been included in the bid for Project UNlverse 
under the EU Libraries Programme; 

• preliminary work has been undertaken to gain funding to support training workshops. 

I hope that you agree with me that this is excellent progress to date. This meeting has shown the 
determination to maintain the forward momentum and has presented the Board with a challenging list 
of projects to pursue. Some of these arose from the discussions in the Business Meeting as one 
would expect. It was, however, gratifying to see others developing from both papers and workshops. 
The Board has been charged with: 

1. continuing to pursue funding for training courses and, if successful, laying plans before the 
membership; 

2. revising the list of "National Representatives" and encouraging greater participation; 

3. designing a new membership brochure and arranging for the National Representatives to 
get it translated into as many European languages as practical; 

4. seeking ideas for and deciding on a logo for EURASLIC; 

5. organizing the next revision of the Directory of European Aquatic Sciences Libraries and 
Information Centres and pursuing funding for its publication; 

6. investigating the need for and present position relating to mounting a "Discussions List" on 
the Internet; 

7. designing a World Wide Web home page for EURASLIC and organizing the necessary 
access; 

8. continuing to pursue the production of a European Directory of Marine and Freshwater 
Institutions, Scientists and Research Engineers; 

9. improving the quality and frequency of the EURASLIC Newsletter; 

10. organizing a specialist group from within EURASLIC to advise members on funding 
opportunities; 

11. investigating Silver Platter's pricing increases for ASFA and organizing EURASLIC's 
responses to both Silver Platter and the ASFA Board; 

12. encouraging the production of a trial Occasional Publication so that the membership can 
assess the use/requirement for such a publication series; 

13. arranging for the editing of the proceedings of this meeting and finding funding for its 
publication; 

14. the Treasurer is to look into alterations to the membership renewal system in order to 
eliminate the problems of bureaucracy some members face within their organizations 

15. the Conference Committee, brought into being by yesterday's Business Meeting, is to 
consider the submissions by the three potential host organizations for the 1998 meeting, 
decide on the venue and inform members as soon as possible. They will also consider the 
possibility of making it a joint meeting with a similar organization, whether to extend the 
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meeting to three days, as well as choosing any relevant themes, organising the programme 
and seeking sponsorship. 

We are set for a busy and exciting two years and we look forward to seeing you all again in 1998 . 
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