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EurOcean - The European Centre for Information on Marine Science and 
Technology, established in 2002, is an independent scientific non-governmental 
organisation of leading European marine organisations whose aim is to facilitate 
information exchange and generate value-added products in the field of marine 
sciences and technologies between a wide range of governmental and 
non-governmental bodies. In 2017, EurOcean comprised 12 Member 
organisations based in 1 O European countries and 4 Cooperating Members . 

EurOcean, a clearing house for information on marine science and technology in 
Europe, through its internet site (www.eurocean.org) facilitates access to 
information on topics related to marine science and technology in Europe with 

priority given to three main domains: Marine Research Infrastructures, Marine 
Knowledge Management and Ocean Communication and Public Outreach 

Activities. EurOcean also contributes to initiatives aiming to promote the Blue 
Society (vision for society in which people benefit from the Ocean's vast 
potential while preserving its environmental integrity) principles and 

implementation of the United Nations Sustainable Development Goal 14 {UN 

SDG 14 - Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine resources for 

sustainable development). 

EurOcean also provides dedicated services and project contributions in relation 
with the above topics. 
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GeoEocMar - Romania 

GeoEcoMar continued to lead its ESFRI Research 
Infrastructures (RI) project DANUBIUS - The 
Danube International Centre for Advanced 
Studies for River-Delta-Sea Systems. The 
DANUBIUS project, a Flagship Project of the E.U. 
Strategy for the Danube Region, is the second 
major distributed RI project with the status of 
Flagship Project and aims to provide a 
world-leading research infrastructure that will 
enable excellent interdisciplinary research in 
river-sea systems that will have high social and 

IFREMER - France 

lfremer and Centrale Nantes join forces to create 
the THEOREM Research Infrastructure, which 
brings together the oceanic engineering basins (3 
wave basins of different capacities) and the 
offshore test site of Centrale Nantes and the 
lfremer test basin equipped with wave and wind 
generators as well as the swell and current basin 
at Boulogne-sur-Mer. Thanks to this research 
infrastructure, France is endowed with 
unparalleled marine engineering resources in 
Europe, aimed at providing research organizations 
and industry competitive test facilities for their 
research and innovation in all sectors concerned 
with interactions between structures and the 
ocean environment. 

• 
!MR-Norway

The three most important events for the Institute 
of Marine Research (IMR) in 2017 were the 
decision to merge IMR and the National Institute 
of Nutrition and Seafood Research (NIFES) 
effective from 1 January 2018, the delivery of the 
third research vessel named "Dr. Fridtjof Nansen" 
dedicated to foreign aid projects in Africa and 
Asia, and the introduction of a "traffic light" 
system as a tool box for the management of 
growth of the aquaculture industry along the 
coast of Norway. 

• 

IOPAN - Poland 

The SatBattyk system, running at IOPAN 
operationally since 2015, provides daily a wide 
range of parameters on the Baltic Sea 
environment. The system is based on satellite 
data and specially dedicated eco-hydrodynamic 
models that allow the provision of information on 
the state of the environment regardless of the 
cloud coverage over the Baltic. Since 2017, data 
from the system are being successfully used to 
support the Polish contribution to the assessment 
of the environmental condition of the Polish EEZ 
of the Baltic Sea. 

IEO-Spain 

The United Nations invited Dr. Carlos Garcia-Soto 
from the Spanish Institute of Oceanography (IEO) to 
give a presentation on The effects of climate 
change on oceans including environmental, social 
and economic implications at the 18"' Meeting of the 
Informal Consultative Process on Oceans and the Law 
of the Sea in New York. The IEO presentation 
addressed: (i) major climate change drivers 
impacting fisheries and aquaculture; (ii) effects of 
climate change on biogeography and fishery 
catches; (iii) adaptation options; (iv) vulnerability of 
the national economies and, (v) conclusions relevant 
to the fisheries policies and to Sustainable 
Development Goal-14 . 

8 
Nausicaa 
La met est sut Te<N! 

Nausicaa - France 

In 2017 Nausicaa focused on the massive 
expansion of their aquarium and exhibition centre 
opened to the public in May 2018. The new building, 
built in the shape of a Manta Ray, houses one of the 
largest aquariums in the world, holds a staggering 
10,000m3 of water and recreates the ecosystem of 
the high seas. 
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Ml-Ireland 

A major transatlantic collaborative survey led by the 
Marine Institute and National University Ireland was 
carried out on the RV "Celtic Explorer''. The GO-SHIP 
A02 survey team of scientists from six countries is a 
great example of the Galway Statement in action: 
working together to better understand and increase 
our knowledge of the Atlantic Ocean and its dynamic 
systems, and promoting its sustainable management. 
With our INFOMAR programme partners, Geological 
Survey Ireland we continue to map Ireland's extensive 
marine territory. In 2017 high resolution seabed maps 
were created for over 2877 km2 of the Celtic Sea. 

SUBMARINER Network- Baltic 
Region 

The 2
""

SUBMARINER Conference Better off Blue 
Creating synergies for a bio-based society 
fostered a multi-level dialogue between relevant 
stakeholders to critically review advances made in 
fields such as new forms of aquaculture, blue 
biotechnology and maritime spatial planning in the 
Baltic Sea and was an opportunity to seek new areas 
of joint activities. The event brought together a wide 
range of actors within the SUBMARINER Network, its 
projects and beyond. 
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