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Abstract: Christiaens had a thorough knowledge of 
malacological literature, especially of limpets. Several 
examples are given of his interest in publications on 
molluscs. The bibliography of Jos Christiaens comprises 
62 publications. 

Introduction: Joseph Marie Jean (Jos) Christiaens 
(09.03.1927-29.09.2013) was a Belgian malacological 
author. He earned his living as a construction engineer. 
Some biographical information, with portraits, is given in 
a few publications (Christiaens, 1986; Anonymous, 
2019). 

His main interest concerned the limpets, i.e. Patelloidea, 
Fissurelloidea, Phenacolepadidae, Hipponicidae, 
Calyptraeidae, Capulidae, Siphonaroidea (Christiaens, 
1986: 18). His nickname was "Mister Patella" 
(Anonymous, 2014), and his extensive collection is now 
in the Royal Belgian Institute for Natural Sciences at 
Brussels (Anonymous, 2014). 

When other malacologists and shell collectors met 
Christiaens in the sixties of the previous century they 
were impressed by his thorough knowledge of the 
malacological literature on limpets. This resulted in a 
request for tips, advice and a detailed description of his 
procedure to search the literature (Van Bulck, 1968). In 
response to this request, Christiaens (1968) started with 
the advice to start with the series of monographs of the 
19th century by Sowerby, Reeve and Tryon & Pilsbry 
and many others. He also recommended to check 
publications like Zoological Records, Geological 
Records and Biblioteca Zoologica in the search for 
relevant publications. Then the large French 
encyclopedias, with dozen of volumes, of the first half of 
the 19th century were mentioned, followed by more than 
30 malacological journals. He finished with (translated 
from the Dutch) "... 1 want to give you some good 
advice. Don't get discouraged by this long and 

incomplete list. 1 myself have not completely studied 
these works." 1 can imagine that many readers were 
actually discouraged by this encouragement. 

His interest in literature is also shown by his publication 
on a holiday of a fortnight in Ireland. After an impression 
of the country of three pages, including only a few lines 
on collected shells, he dedicated four pages to a 
chronological list of publications on molluscs from 
Ireland and a survey of Irish journals with malacological 
articles. Moreover, in his publication on the genus 
Scutus, he mentioned (Christiaens, 1986: 2) that his 
documentation on limpets contains nearly 5,000 
references. It is therefore not surprising that Christiaens 
was described as 'very encyclopedic' (Anonymous, 
2014). He saw himself as 'systematic' (Christiaens, 
1978: 95). 

A survey of his new taxa was presented by Delsaerdt 
(1991) and Anonymous (2019). Both references list 29 
new taxa. The latter reference also lists his five eponyms. 
However, information on his publications is very limited 
(Delsaerdt, 1991: 35-36; Anonymous, 2014), the number 
ranges fi-om 6 to 14. Here (see Annex) 62 publications 
are listed, for all of which Christiaens is the sole author. 
This bibliography is thought to be complete. 
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Christiaens, J., 1965. Une nouvelle variété ex colore de 
Patella intermedia (Jeffreys) = P. depressa Pennant: la variété 
miniata. Bulletin du Muséum national d'Histoire naturelle, 2" 
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225-227. 
Christiaens, J., 1967 [1966]. Patella intermedia, son statut en 
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Bulletin du Muséum national d'Histoire naturelle, 2' Série, 
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Christiaens, J., 1968. Coöperatie. Gloria Maris 7(11): 186-
188. 
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Gloria Maris 8(3): 47-49. 
[Christiaens, J.], 1969. Siphonariidae. Gloria Maris 8(6): 
117-119. 
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Bulletin Mensuel. Association Beige de Malacologie, 
Conchyliologie et Paleontologie 2(12): 5-6 & 3(1): 9-10. 
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marin récents de la familie des Acmaeidae et description de 
deux nouveaux sous-genres; Simplacmaea nov. subgen. et 
Collisellacmaea nov. subgen. Informations de la Société beige 
de Malacologie 4(1): 3-18, pis 1-2. 
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Christiaens, J., 1976. De familie Acmaeidae (+ Bijkomende 
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Gloria Maris 15(6): 127-131. 
Christiaens, J., 1977. Les expeditions maritimes 
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Christiaens, J., 1979. Note supplementaire au sujet du 
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Christiaens, J., 1980. The limpets of Hong Kong with 
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the first international marine biological workshop: the marine 
flora and fauna of Hong Kong and southern China. Vol. 1. 
Introduction and taxonomy Hong Kong, Hong Kong 
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Christiaens, J., 1983. Boekbespreking [Rolan, 1983, 
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Christiaens, J., 1983. The genus Patella along the coast of 
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Christiaens, J., 1986. Notes sur quelques Patellidae 
(Gastropoda) de l'Océan Indien. Apex 1(4): 97-127. 
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Christiaens, J., 1987. Red Sea malacology IV. Revision of the 
limpets of the Red Sea. Patellidae, Fissurellidae and the genus 
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Christiaens, J.,1988. Red Sea malacology VI [V=error]. 
Revision of the Phenacolepas of the Red Sea. Gloria Maris 
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Christiaens, J., 1989. The Phenacolepadidae. Gastropoda: 
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Christiaens, J., 1991. Nomenclatural hst of all the patelliform 
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Maris 30(5-6): 69-145 [=1-76]. 
Christiaens, J., 1994. Chronological list of the deceased 
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