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A parasitic Platyhelminthe Flexophora ophidii Prost & Euzet, 1962 (Monogenea:
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The Diclidophoridae Cerfontaine, 1895 is a cosmopolitan family of marine monogenean Platyhelminthes,
infecting gills, operculum, and gill cavity of teleosts and elasmobranchs. To date, 53 nominate genera
are assigned to this family (WoRMS, 2022) with 15 genera belonging to the subfamily Diclidophorinae
Cerfontaine, 1895 (Cruces et al., 2017).

Among the Diclidophoridae, Flexophora Prost & Euzet, 1962 was erected to accommodate Flexophora
ophidii Prost & Euzet, 1962, from gills of the snake blenny Ophidion barbatum L. off France, northern
Mediterranean (Prost & Euzet, 1962). Flexophora and its type- and only species, F. ophidii, remains poorly
known. Limited references to the genus were made in the literature, including in the descriptions of new
genera (Zhukov & Mamaev, 1985; Cruces et al., 2017; Mamaev, 1976; Payne, 1986) and a checklist (Euzet et
al., 1993). The only existing record of the species and the genus is that of the original description, which
unfortunately omitted a diagnosis of the genus.

In the course of a parasitological survey of helminths of fishes off the Southern coast of the
Mediterranean Sea, we collected representatives of a monogenean similar to F. ophidii on gills of O.
barbatum. The specimens were described here and compared to the original description of the species.
Our specimens collected from Ophidion barbatum off Algeria showed a morphoanatomy similar to that
of F. ophidii. However, we have highlighted the presence of a constriction at the level of the pharynx in
the anterior part and an additional pair of hamuli at the level of the terminal lappet in our specimens.
These two features were neither mentioned nor illustrated in the original description. However, the
morphological differences highlighted are subtle and could not be used to differentiate a new species.
Hence, with such high resemblances and overlaps in measurements and counts, diclidophorids from
Ophidion barbatum from off Algeria were considered conspecific with F. ophidii. A diagnosis of
Flexophora was provided for the first time.
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