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Trawl
Used in North Sea for:

Prawns and other Species

Traw ls are Unselective

Use one m in im um  m esh size to  se lect several species

- Poor s ize se lectiv ity
- Poor species selectiv ity

Each species has a specific  m in im um  landing size

•  H addock - 30 cm
• W hiting - 27 cm
•  Cod - 35 cm
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Definitions

a Discards - thé portion o f the catch returned to the 
sea as a result o f  economic, personal or legal 
considerations

a By-Catch - Incidental Catch
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D iscard Rates

Haddock typ ica lly 40%  by num ber/year 
W hiting  typ ica lly  50%  by num ber/year 
Inform ation on o ther species lim ited

Species S electiv ity  M ay be Im proved by:

Use o f separator trawls 
Selection grids
Square m esh and escape panels

P osition  1
A t th e  be g in n in g  o f  th e  ex tens ion .

P osition  2
A t th e  s ta rt o f  th e  co d  end
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Selection
Grids

- Nordm ore 
G rid (species 
selectivity)

- Sort -X Grid 
(size
selectivity)

Size S electiv ity  M ay be Im proved by:

Increasing m esh size 
A ltering m esh geom etry 
Reducing tw ine th ickness

Em phasis o f Benefits (or the proverbial carrot)

Improved catch qua lity  -  h igher prices?
A ccess to  fisheries
Potentia l increase in future catches?
Price e lastic ity  -  initial revenue loss reduced?
G reening o f the  industry

In ternational Use o f S electiv ity  Devices (U sage Encouraged by:)

Discard plans
M anagem ent harvesting plans 
T rade em bargo
Endangered species legislation 
Access rights

C om m ercial A cceptance (or Industrial Reluctance)

No perceived benefits to  individual operators 
Increased costs -  m ore expensive gear 
G ear rigging com plexities -  less effic ient gear 
Handling problem s - reduced fish ing time 
Reduction in m arketab le catch - loss o f revenue

No incentive to use - A ll cost time and money
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Enforcem ent (or the proverbial stick)

M ost s im ple m easures are  abided by, however:
C om plex m easures = com plex law and enforcem ent
Sea going enforcem ent is expensive
R isk o f detection is low
M easures are often nullified by owners

Conclusion

Discard ra tes in traw l fisheries are high (27M t/Year)
R eductions can be achieved through gear alterations 
Im plem entation m ust be supported by re levant m anagem ent schem es 
Industrial invo lvem ent in deve lopm ent is im portant
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