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Abstract

The N ationa l E lec tron ic  L ib ra ry  in F in land is a p rogram m e launched  b y  the M in is try  o f  
Education. Its  a im  is to support research and teaching in Finland. The N ationa l E lectron ic  
L ib ra ry  co llec ts  e lectron ic m ateria ls, such as e lectron ic jou rna ls , re ference databases and  
re ference books. It a lso  im proves in form ation re trieva l from  the in form ation netw ork and  
prov ides com m on access to  in form ation in e lectron ic form.

The lib ra ry  and  in form ation service o f the F innish Environm ent Institu te has been a 
partic ipan t in  the consortia  o f The N ationa l E lectron ic Library. Thus, F E I has access to the 
e lectron ic  fu ll tex t jo u rn a ls  o f Academ ic Press, S pringer Verlag and  EBSCO, a to ta l o f 1,800 
e lectron ic jou rna ls .

O n o u r Intranet, there a re  links to  these jou rna ls , as w ell as links to the tab les o f contents o f 
environm en ta l jo u rn a ls  such as Kluwer, W iley and  E lsevier. On o u r In tra n e t, there  are also 
links to the e lectron ic  form  o f  jo u rn a ls  fo r which we have a p rin t subscription.

One task o f  the FE I is  to  p rom o te  environm enta l awareness. E lectron ic pub lish ing  is one 
w ay to  do th is  m ore  effective ly. In  1999 FE I began e lectron ic publish ing. The venture was  
new  and  there has been  m uch to learn. The lib ra ry  and  in form ation  service has partic ipa ted  
in this p ro jec t w ith the pub lica tion  serv ice  team. Las t y e a r we d rew  up e lectron ic pub lish ing  
instructions to authors. P D F  is  cu rren tly  used  and  X M L m ay be used  in the future. I t  is 
p lanne d  to reduce the num ber o f  p rin t editions p roduced  and  focus on e lectron ic pub lish ing

Electronic Journals

The National E lectron ic L ibrary in F inland is a program m e launched by the M inistry o f 
Education. Its a im  is to  support research and teaching in Finland. The National E lectronic 
L ibrary w as set in m otion in M arch 1997. It co llects e lectron ic  m ateria ls, eg e lectron ic 
journa ls, re ference databases and reference books. It a lso im proves inform ation retrieval 
from  the inform ation netw ork and provides com m on access to inform ation in e lectron ic form. 
(http ://hu l.he ls ink i.fi/fine lib /eng lish / index.htm l).

The library and inform ation service o f the Finnish Environm ent Institu te (FEI) has 
been a partic ipant in the  consortia  o f the National E lectronic L ibrary. Thus FEI has an 
access to  the  e lectron ic fu ll tex t jou rna ls  o f Academ ic Press, S pringer Verlag and EBSCO, 
a ltoge ther abou t 1,800 e lectron ic journals.

In o u r Intranet there are links o f the journa ls  above and also the links o f 
environm enta l jou rna ls  w ith  the  tab les o f contents o f eg, Kluwer, W iley and E lsevier. In our 
Intranet we have a lso the  links o f those journa ls  which we can use in e lectron ic form  
because o f the subscrip tion o f the print versions.

M any o f the publishers have Contents D irect -  a service w ithout charge (so far) to 
the em ail addresses o f the users and it’s a very useful and handy service which m any o f our 
custom ers use.
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The s ituation w ith the e lectron ic journa ls  is at the m om ent fascinating  but also very 
confused and incom plete. In spite o f this, we have arranged courses fo r the personnel o f 
FEI about the use o f e lectron ic  journals. A lso, the m entor activ ity  am ong the library 
personnel has becom e very im portant. The biggest prob lem  at the m om ent is the fact, that 
w e don 't have the references o f the e lectron ic jou rna ls  in our collection database, but hold 
them  separate ly  in the library 's Intranet hom e page as a d irectory form at. It's fo r the sake o f 
the lack o f hum an resources, because it’s a question o f m any hundred titles  o f journa ls. It’s 
possib le tha t the National E lectron ic L ibrary w ill solve this problem , because the situation is 
the sam e in m any libraries. A no ther problem  is that these e lectron ic  products are very 
expensive and the libraries o f research centres don ’t rece ive  any subvention o f the price like 
the un iversity libraries do. Besides it seem s that from  now  on we have to pay a lso part o f 
the sa la ry  o f our contact person in the National E lectron ic Library.

W e  ought to live in a paperless socie ty but it’s easy to  notice, tha t the e lectron ic 
jou rna ls  have increased the output o f articles. It’s because the d isp lays a re  not a t the 
m om ent e ffective enough fo r reading.

W e have cancelled som e prin t journa l subscrip tions but in genera l our custom ers use 
e lectron ic  and prin t form s side by side. Perhaps very soon the  tim e is ripe fo r changing the 
cu ltu re  and using on ly  e lectron ic  jou rna ls  but before this happens there are som e problem s 
to so lve  concern ing using o f old volum es, (archives) connection services, prices and licence 
politics.

In the fu ture  I w ish that the E lectron ic L ibrary w ill m ake a licence agreem ent a t a 
reasonable price w ith  E lsevier, because they publish m any essentia l environm enta l journals. 
I w ish too, tha t in the fu ture  it w ill be possible to profile  and choose som e parts o f the 
consortium  products instead o f the whole package offered by the  publisher.

Electronic Publishing

The task o f the F innish Environm enta l Institute is among o the r th ings to  promote 
environm enta l aw areness. E lectron ic publishing is one w ay to  do it m ore extensively. In 
1999 FEI began to  transfe r its publications to  the e lectron ic  form at. The situation w as new 
and there has been m uch to  learn. It has been im portant fo r us, tha t the e lectronic 
publications are  easy to  find  and use fo r the custom ers. The printed publications o f FEI 
have an uniform  graph ic  layout and the sam e princip les applied to  the e lectron ic  versions.

In o u r institu te  the publish ing activ ity has been divided into the  tw o sectors, w h ich  are 
the  publishing service team  and the authors in the d ivisions. The library and inform ation 
service has been a partic ipant in th is pro ject toge the r w ith the publication service team . Last 
year we m ade the  instructions o f e lectron ic publishing to the authors. There were, fo r 
exam ple, the fo llow ing questions in the instructions: defin itions (eg w hat e lectron ic 
publication actua lly  m eans), process o f e lectron ic publishing, copyright, file fo rm at (pdf, 
htm l), starting page, m etadata and Dublin Core, codes and identifie rs (like ISBN = 
International S tandard Book N um ber and URN = Uniform  Resource Nam e), addresses o f 
the  e lectron ic pub lica tions in the  d irectory tree, trans fe r o f the  e lectron ic  publications to  the 
outside serve r and the practice o f re ference to  the e lectron ic publications. So sum m a  
sum m arum  there  w ere p lenty o f questions to solve and all o f the  issues w ere important. 
One o f the  m ost im portan t is m etadata, a descrip tion o f an in form ation  resource in order to 
identify  a resource to  m ee t a particu lar inform ation need. A lso im portant is the fo rm at o f the 
e lectron ic  publication. In our instructions w e have recom m ended the PDF (Portable 
D ocum ent Form at) fo rm at, because it’s very usefu l and the only possib ility because o f 
scarce resources. Each PDF docum ent contains a starting page w ith HTM L and Dublin 
Core to ensure  tha t the docum ent w ill be found in inform ation searches. Perhaps in the 
fu ture  w e can m ake beside the structura l docum ents using X M L (Extensib le  Markup 
Language) which is an effective fo rm at in the Internet.
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A t the m om ent w e have to ge t m ore experience and know ledge about e lectron ic 
publish ing. A lso  w e have to renew  our tools, the m icrocom puters. W e have made 
cooperation w ith  o ther institu tes w hich are in the sam e stage.

E lectron ic publish ing has had a strong effect on the library and inform ation service. 
Boundaries between library and inform ation service, publication service, w w w  service and 
press and inform ation service are less visible. O ur expertise  is needed. A lso  we have to 
renew  our ADP library system , because we need a m ore e ffective archive fo r saving and 
search ing the e lectron ic publications.

In the fu ture  w e can reduce the prin t editions and focus m ore and m ore on e lectron ic 
publish ing. H owever we can 't com plete ly g ive up the print versions because there are 
c itizens w ho can ’t use the Internet a t the m om ent, and as FEI is a public research institute, 
th is  is a question o f dem ocracy.

W ith each new  m anuscrip t we have to  decide separate ly, which fo rm a t is best fo r the 
users: on ly  the printed version, the printed and e lectron ic versions both or only the e lectron ic 
version.

The e lectron ic  publications o f FEI are free o f charge. W e th ink that they are also a 
tool o f m arketing, because a fte r seeing the netw ork version m any custom ers w ant to buy a 
printed version, too. In Finland we have several national pro jects concern ing e lectron ic 
publish ing, eg EVA (h ttp ://hu l.he ls ink i.fi/eva/enq lish .h tm l) and ELEKTR A (http://renki.helsinki 
■fi/e lectra/enqlish.htm l).

The aim  o f EVA is to  create  m ethods and tools fo r libraries to  collect, reg ister and 
arch ive  e lectron ic  publications d istributed on the Internet and to  investigate cond itions fo r 
long-term  preservation o f them.

The aim  o f ELEKTRA is to  publish, collect, d istribute and store national e lectron ic 
artic les and publications.
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