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The d iscussion concentrated m ainly on A qua tic  Sciences and F isheries Abstracts 
(ASFA)product developm ent.

The problem  o f tracing grey literature through com m ercia l da tabases was raised. 
A S FA  is one o f the main too ls fo r trac ing grey literature, especia lly because addresses and 
e-m ail addresses o f authors  are usually included in records. G rey literature is m onitored by 
both the A S FA  input centres and by C am bridge Scientific  A bstracts w ho also m onitor web 
s ites  re levant to  A S F A ’s scope. One o f the issues tha t arose in the course o f the discussion 
w as w he ther the increasing am ount o f grey literature published on-line  would increase 
pressure  on C S A ’s w eb site  m onitoring service.

Input centres a re  ab le  to  provide feedback fo r product deve lopm ent th rough the 
national partners. For exam ple  input centres can suggest changes to the thesaurus or 
geograph ic  authority  lis t thus im proving the database. However, this type o f change can 
take tim e to  be effected. Feedback concern ing errors in the database can often be 
corrected m ore qu ick ly  by being passed from  the partner to  the pub lisher or d irect to the 
CSA especia lly  w ith the introduction o f a user feedback button on the A S FA  IDS service.

T he  group a lso d iscussed the practicalities o f in troducing m ulti-lingual searching to 
benefit non-Eng lish speakers. W hils t it is easy to transla te  the  search screens into other 
languages, the database currently rem ains in English.
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