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The creation o f EFMS:

The A ct o f Creation o f the European Federation o f Marine Science and w as signed on 
Friday, D ecem ber 11, 1998 a t the Institut O céanograph ique in Paris.

Th is w as done in the presence o f observers from  o the r Societies, M. Jean Boissonnas, 
representa tive o f European Com m ission 's DGXII and M. Laurent d 'O zouville  o f the Marine 
Board o f the  European M arine and Polar Sciences (Em aPS), an activ ity  o f the European 
Foundation o f Sciences.

Constitution:

A  Council assisted by an Executive C om m ittee w ill conduct the affa irs o f the Federation, 
The Council w ill cons is t o f one delegate from  each C onstituent country.

M em bersh ip  of EFM S:

Belgium : Instituut V oor Zeew etenschappelijk  O nderzoek (IZW O ), Dr E Jaspers 
Finland: Suom en M eriteen Ja-Tekniikan Seura Ry (SM TTS), Dr S Kivimaa 
France: Union Des O céanographes Des France (UOF), Prof. D V iale 
Germ any: D eutsche G eselschaft Fur M eeresforschung (DG M ), Dr K  J Hesse 
G reece: G reek O ceanographers A ssocia tion  (GOA), Dr Dassenakis 
Italy: A ssociaz ione Italiana Di O cealogia  E Lim nología (AIOL), Prof. G Albertelli 
Netherlands: N ederlandse O ceanografen Club (NOC), Dr H van Aken 
U nited Kingdom : C hallenger Society fo r Marine Science (CSM S), Prof. H Elderfield
-  SAM S: Scottish Association fo r M arine Science
-  MBA: Society fo r Underw ater Technology

A ccord ing  to  the Statutes, the princip les of the Federation are:

To contribu te  to  the advancem ent o f research and education in m arine science and 
techno logy
T o  d issem inate  in form ation to  prom ote the advancem ent o f m arine science and 
techno logy in Europe

The objectives o f the Federation are:

To address jo in tly  European issues o f com m on interest 
To m ake known the  conceptions and needs o f its m em bers 
To prom ote the deve lopm ent and contribution o f m arine science and technology 
To  the European Union research program m es
To assist the  European Union to obta in  technica l advice from  the  m em bers o f the 
Federation
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To provide a perm anent netw ork between the  m arine science and technology 
socie ties and a com m on, bu t not unique, gatew ay to each o f the m arine science and 
techno logy societies and the ir national networks.

Executive Com m ittee:

President: Dr G raham  Shim m ield (SAM S-UK)
V ice-P resident: P ro fessor Lucien Laubier (U O F-France)
V ice-P resident: P rofessor Dassenakis (G O A-G reece)
Treasurer: P ro fessor A do lf W eber (D G M -G erm any)
G eneral Secretary: D r Jean-Franco is Pavilion (UO F-France)

EFM S W orking Groups:

A com parative  study on European system s and high level tra in ing in oceanography.
A  professiona l charte r fo r oceanographers working in Europe.
A  history o f European oceanography 
European biodiversity

The w ay  forw ard:

The European Conference on Marine Science and O cean Technology, EurOCEAN 
2000, H am burg, 29 August - 2 Septem ber 2000.
Session on 'Research Policy'
A  m arine sc ience plan fo r Europe - The sc ientific  issues to  be addressed. 

Dunstaffnage M arine Laboratory

Incorporating the  activ ités of: The Centre fo r Coastal and Marine Sciences and The Scottish 
A ssocia tion  fo r M arine Science an Academ ic Partner o f The U niversity o f the H ighlands and 
Islands project

"S cience has succeeded for us as a reduction ist process and our education has naturally 
favoured th is approach. But com ing to  te rm s w ith large system s is becom ing increasingly 
necessary as w ell, and education m ust prepare people fo r it. W here  better than the  sea?"

John Sm yth, P resident o f the Scottish Environm enta l Education Council, Marine  
E nvironm enta l Education, SAM S, 1999

History and origins:

Scottish M arine B io log ica l Associa tion created in 1914
Early w ork (1884) on marine b io logy on a barge m oored on the Firth o f Forth
A ssoc ia tion 's  Marine S tation at M illport, Isle o f C um brae in the C lyde
In 1968 transferred to  purpose-built laboratory a t Dunstaffnage, near Oban

O bjective o f the Association:

Develop, prom ote and support research in m arine science
Facilita te  com m unication  th rough organisation o f conferences and sem inars
S upport the teaching o f m arine science in Scotland
Becom e an authorita tive  voice fo r marine science in Scotland offering views and 
com m ent on contem porary issues
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G uiding Principles in the Research Program m e:

C onduct high quality m arine science, prim arily in concert w ith the  NERC m ission 
Develop sta te-o f-the-art in frastructure  in support o f the scientific  objectives 
Encourage innovative ideas, particu larly by young scientists 
Develop close links w ith  SMEs and Agencies 
T o  be re levant to  Scotland.

SAM S Education:

Partner o f the U n iversity o f H ighlands and Islands project (M arine Sciences degree) 
A rgyll College
U nivers ity  links -  teaching and research 
Scottish M arine Group
Science and Techno logy w eek - local prim ary and secondary schools 
School p lacem ents, open days pub lic  m eetings

UHI D evelopm ents:

4 Lecturers, 8 PhD students, 4+4  IT posts:
BSc Marine Sciences
Research School o f Natural System s Science:

S usta inab le use o f natural resources 
B io techno logy and biom edicine
The environm ent o f the North A tlan tic  Rim: past, present and future

UHI Service Provision:

In tegrated services
video conferencing 
voice te lephony 
data  networking 
e-m ail 
in tranet
e lectron ic  library/M IS 
help desk

R em ote access
JAN ET and Scottish M ANs connection 

UHl's P rim ary O bjectives:

W iden access to  qua lity  h igher education
Increase partic ipation using advanced inform ation and com m unication technolog ies 
(ICT)
Support the reg ion 's unique cultural and environm enta l heritage 
Build an ind igenous research and developm ent function in the region 
Be a ca ta lys t fo r econom ic and socia l regeneration

UHI is different:

A federa l institu tion w ith a regional cam pus 
Accessib le  to  all 
Flexible structures
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Seam less progression routes: 'L ife long learning'
C apability-based learning

'A new kind of university'

Conclusion:

"N ow here w ith in  our reach presents a m ore illum inating case o f b iodiversity in all its 
m anifesta tions - habitat, species, gene pool, processes, re la tionships and more. Nowhere 
is a case fo r in te lligent care m ore readily dem onstrab le , g iven the stage o f exp lo ita tion which 
the sea has reached re lative to  the land, nor is there  a better p lace to exp lore  the  holistic 
nature  o f the hum an/environm ent system "

J Sm yth, 1999
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