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Abstract

This report a ttem pts to sum m arise  deve lopm ents both  in UK science po licy  and  in 
the lib ra ry  sector, w ith p a rticu la r re ference to  the aquatic  sciences. Issues re la ting  to the 
governm en t sector, the priva te  sector and  the academ ic sec to r are addressed. 
D eve lopm ents in the aquatic  research associa tions and  lib rarians g roups a re  a lso  covered, 
and som e conc lus ions are drawn.

In troduction

This report covers the principal developm ents in th is area over the last two years, 
and is intended to be a gu ide  to the genera l course o f events ra ther than a com prehensive 
review. I w ill s ta rt w ith  the overa ll national p icture fo r lib rary and inform ation services, and 
fo r sc ience in general.

Reflecting the fact that G overnm ent and o ther web sites in the UK are  now  providing 
m uch m ore in the w ay o f real in form ation than the 'shop w indow ' approach often taken in the 
past, I have included a list o f URLs a t the end o f this paper. Much m ore inform ation about 
item s in th is  report is ava ilab le online.

Since the last r e p o r t111 the Labour governm ent o f the UK has large ly continued as it 
began. A fte r honouring the ir com m itm ent to the budget o f the previous adm in istra tion , some 
increases in pub lic  spending were m ade in 1999, and there  has (as yet) been no return to 
the continua l round o f reviews and efforts to  privatise science laboratories, a lthough it is 
certa in ly  not o ff the agenda. In 1998, the C om prehensive Spending Review  (2) provided 
substantia l new  m oney fo r science, w ith  the aim  o f increasing the sc ience budget by 15% 
over three years. Som e stab ility  in the funding o f the Natural Environm ent Research Council 
has been achieved by setting the budget fo r three years in this way, ra ther than the year-by- 
year approach previously adopted, and a lso by linking the budget to the rate o f inflation. 
Unfortunate ly, desp ite  1998 recom m endations tha t the O ffice  o f Science and Techno logy be 
m oved to the C ab ine t office, to be “at the centre o f G overnm ent", it has rem ained w ithin the 
D epartm ent o f T rade and Industry (DTI). There is concern tha t the next Com prehensive 
Spending R eview  (due next year) will not be so beneficia l to  sc ience, being driven by the 
D T I’s priorities.

In Ju ly 1999, fo llow ing the devolution o f the W elsh and Scottish executives, the Chief 
Scientific  A dviser's C om m ittee (CSAC) becam e the principal com m ittee a t o ffic ia l level 
dealing w ith issues re lating to science, eng ineering and technology.

The G overnm ent has declared its in tention to m odern ise and im prove all G overnm ent 
services. G iven the Prim e M in is te r’s com m ent tha t “the know ledge-driven econom y is the 
econom y o f the fu tu re ” there is an expectation that in form ation w ill be seen as a v ita l part of 
any m odern isation. O ne exam ple is the National E lectron ic L ibrary for Health, a digital 
library a im ing to  provide easy access to  best curren t know ledge and im prove health and 
healthcare , clin ical practice and patient choice. The National G rid fo r Learning has been
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estab lished both to provide a structure o f educationally va luable con ten t on the Internet and 
to  develop the  m eans to  access tha t content in schools, libraries, universities, w orkplaces, 
hom es and e lsewhere.

In the library world, the British L ibrary com pleted Its m ove to new  prem ises at 
S t Paneras in June 1999. In April 1999, its research budget w as transferred to  the Library 
and Inform ation C om m ission, which w as itse lf superseded by the Council fo r Museums, 
Arch ives and L ibraries a t the end o f M arch 2000. The council is now  responsib le  fo r 
provid ing financ ia l support fo r and dissem inating research (including deve lopm ent and 
innovation) in in form ation, library and related fie lds. The Council is a lso responsib le  fo r the 
“ People ’s N etw ork” , which will oversee the linking o f all public libraries, described by the 
Secre tary o f State as “our s treet-corner universities” , by 2002.(3,41 The N ational Training 
O rganisation fo r Inform ation Services w as set up in 1999, to  oversee a range o f vocational 
qualifications.

The tw o principal associa tions fo r lib rary and inform ation w orkers  in the UK have 
agreed to merge. The Institute o f In form ation Scientists and the L ibrary Association have 
both received support a t the ir 1999 AG M s fo r the m erger to  go ahead. An im plem entation 
w ork ing group has been established to  decide on the exact nature and structure  o f the new 
organisation.

G o v e rn m e n t S e c to r

Research Councils
On 1st April 2000, the Institute o f F reshwater Ecology (IFE) m erged w ith three other 

Institu tes to  form  the C entre fo r Ecology and Hydrology. This leaves the Freshwater 
F isheries Laborato ry in P itlochry as the only laboratory in the UK dedicated exclusive ly to 
freshw ate r research. The library services o f the fou r Institutes, (the IFE, the  Institute of 
Hydrology, the Institute o f Terrestria l Ecology and the Institute o f V iro logy and Environm ental 
M icrobio logy) have now  m erged into a s ing le  service, covering nine site  libraries w ith seven 
pro fessiona l staff. The m arine research institu tes continue to co-operate under the  umbrella 
o f the Centre fo r Coastal and Marine Sciences. Linda Noble was appoin ted as Head o f the 
National M arine B io log ica l L ibrary (NM BL) a t P lym outh M arine Laborato ry in 1999, a fter 
David M oulder's m ove to  the W orld M aritim e University.

Environm ent A gency
In April 1998, the Environm ent Agency estab lished its National L ibrary and 

Inform ation Service, w ith  e igh t regional libraries and a head office, and a team  o f 21 staff 
now  in place. The library m anagem ent system  is F re tw ell-D ow ning ’s OLIB.

M inistry Laboratories
In the last year, the Centre fo r Environm ent, F isheries and Aquacu ltu re  Science 

(C EFAS) has re located its lib rary to  new  purpose-bu ilt accom m odation, and developed a 
records m anagem ent rôle on com bining w ith  the  registry. Having recently com pleted an 
Inform ation Serv ices Review, a new  one has now  started.

P riv a te  S e c to r  O rg a n is a tio n s  a n d  W a te r  S u p p ly

The lib rary and inform ation sta ff o f the  w ater supply and regulatory bodies continues 
to  m eet annually. The last m eeting w as 13lh Ju ly  1999, w ith sixteen attendees. The two 
m ost popu la r top ics w ere re locations and take overs by m ultinational organisations.

The W ate r Research Centre (W Rc), a private com pany since w ater privatization, 
continues to provide a research and developm ent consultancy to the w ater industry, and 
now hosts the  Environm ent Agency R and D D issem ination Centre, a useful tool fo r tracking 
down Environm ent Agency reports.
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U niversity  and A cadem ic Sector

Encouraged in part by the Anderson Report (5) m any e lectron ic library and hybrid 
library pro jects are currently  underway in the academ ic sector. These  are listed and 
described on the eLib w eb pages. E lectronic journa ls  a re  a cause o f de ligh t and dism ay for 
librarians in all sectors, and the National E lectronic S ite Licensing Initiative (NESLI) has 
been a useful exercise fo r both librarians and publishers. The D istributed National E lectronic 
Resource is an a ttem pt to  provide a m anaged environm ent fo r accessing qua lity  assured 
in form ation resources on the Internet which are available from  m any sources. These 
resources include scho la rly  journa ls, m onographs, textbooks, abstracts, m anuscrip ts, maps, 
m usic  scores, still im ages, geospatia l im ages and o ther kinds o f vector and num eric data, as 
well as m oving p icture and sound collections.

Research A ssociations

The Freshw ater B io logical A ssocia tion  (FBA), the M arine B io logical Association 
(M BA) and the Scottish A ssocia tion  fo r M arine Science (SAM S) continue to support research 
in the aqua tic  sciences. In January 1999 D r R oger Sweeting becam e C hie f Executive o f the 
FBA and has instigated m easures to  increase both m em bership and the services offered to 
m em bers, including the appo in tm ent o f a M em bership and Inform ation Officer.

BIASLIC

The Brita in and Ireland Association o f Aquatic  Sciences L ibraries and Inform ation 
C entres (B IASLIC ) continues to  m eet annually, and the m inutes o f the m eetings are now 
ava ilab le  on the  B IASLIC  w eb pages. W ork  Is in progress to  m ake a union list o f serial 
hold ings availab le via the web, and the hold ings o f fou r institu tions are currently searchable, 
w ith  a fifth  in the  process o f being added. A t the last meeting (N ovem ber 1999) it w as noted 
tha t m ost o f the reports from  individual institu tions talked o f cutbacks and precarious 
situations. As a result, a press sta tem ent was released, an abbreviated fo rm  appearing in 
Fish ing News, 10th D ecem ber 1999.

ASFIS

The NM BL at P lym outh M arine Laboratory continues as the UK National Input Centre 
fo r A qua tic  Sciences and  F isheries Abstracts, co-ordinating the  input o f the o ther two 
organ isations providing data, the Centre fo r the Econom ics & M anagem ent o f Aquatic 
R esources (C EM AR E) and the  Freshwater B iological Association.

C onclusions

The last tw o UK country  reports have noted great changes, both In national science 
policy and in libraries. There  has been a little m ore stab ility  in the last tw o years, but 
in form ation w orkers in this country, as in the rest o f the world, m ust clearly accept that 
changes in s tructures and in practices are inevitable and to be w elcom ed. Sharing our 
experiences o f these  changes w ith  our European co lleagues not only benefits us, it enables 
us to  enhance the serv ices w e o ffe r to  o u r users.
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