
P roceed ings o f the  8"' B ienn ia l M eeting o f E U RASLIC
A berdeen , S cotland, 3-5 M ay 2000

Denm ark

COUNTRY REPORT -  DENMARK

By

Lilian M ex-J0rgensen1 -  and Kurt P rentow  2
1National Environm enta l Research Institute, Departm ents o f Lake and Estuarine Ecology 

and S tream s and R iparian Areas, S ilkeborg, Denm ark 
2North Sea C entre Library, H irtshals, Denmark

O verview

This report covers the three libraries o f the Danish Institute fo r Fisheries Research  
(D IFR ES) (situated in C harlottenlund, Lyngby and S ilkeborg), the North Sea Centre Library  
(s ituated in H irtshals), and the library o f the National Environm ental R esearch Institute  
(N ER I) - m ainly the D epartm ents o f Lake and Estuarine Ecology and S tream s and Riparian 
A reas (situated in S ilkeborg).

Today the  typ ica l librarian 's w ork tends to m ove to jobs including general in form ation 
d issem ination  via, fo r instance, w ebpages on internet/in tranet. Thus, as librarians w e are 
getting accustom ed to m any new  aspects o f the e lectron ic world. W e have, o f course, 
searched on-line  fo r in form ation in databases for several years but a re  now  additionally 
involved In the  world o f e lectron ic  journa ls, e lectron ic publishing, w ebpages and inform ation 
m anagem ent in a broader perspective.

For som e o f us, the  in tranet and w ebpages have becom e face ts  o f our daily work, 
and we are qu ite  happy w ith  it and find it natural to  solve the  tasks involved - it is sim ply 
inform ation m anagem ent via a new  m edium.

In genera l, the curren t trend in Denm ark m oves tow ards the form ation o f 'library  
consortia ', i.e. a num ber o f libraries decide to  co-operate to  obtain fu ll tex t access to 
e lectron ic  jou rna ls  from  various sc ientific  publishers. A nother area o f co-operation is access 
to a gatew ay to a database contain ing full text journa ls  and o ther sub ject-specific  
in form ation.

Thanks to  the  support from  the Danish G overnm ent, w e have a t least fo r a trial 
period, been ab le  to  keep pace w ith  the e lectron ic deve lopm ent and obta in  e lectron ic full text 
access to  jou rna ls  w ithou t additional expense. W ha t will happen when the trial period ends in 
about tw o years, nobody knows. However, w hen you as a professional o r a sc ientis t have 
becom e used to  being ab le  to  pull down desired Inform ation in less than no time, it w ill be a 
serious s tep backwards if e lectron ic access is discontinued - w ith or w ithout governm ental 
support. U ltim ately, It is a political decision w hether or no t to support (more o r less) free 
access to  sc ientific  e lectron ic  inform ation fo r university and governm enta l research. It w ill be 
quite interesting to  see a t which price and access level the publishers will agree.

Sm all and m edium  sized libraries are co-operating to obta in  cheaper prices. 
During the autum n o f 1999, the  five libraries covered by th is report a ttem pted to  in itiate a co­
operation w ith a num ber o f o ther sm all-s ized libraries w ith in  the food technology, agriculture 
and fisheries sectors. The purpose w as to establish a jo in t ga tew ay to  e lectron ic  journals. 
However, ow ing to  very d iffe rent in form ation needs and technica l in form ation levels the 
a ttem pt did not succeed.
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Staff/L ib rary S ituation

A t the North Sea Centre Library, Kurt Prentow  replaced Soren Elle on 
1 May 1999. One o f the main partners o f th is library, DIFTA, closed on 1 April 2000 as a 
consequence o f financia l d ifficu lties. Part o f D IFTA is currently  being reconstructed. The 
library continues to function as a jo in t library to  institu tions (including the H irtshals branch of 
D IFR ES) and com panies situated a t the North Sea Centre.

NERI consists o f three libraries -  two s ituated In the w estern part (am ong these the 
S ilkeborg library) and one in the eastern part o f Denmark. The libraries cover m ost 
environm enta l subjects.

A t the eastern NERI library, a possible integration w ith the library (environm enta l 
sub jects) placed a t the  sam e loca lity is being c lose ly exam ined. It is not ye t known to  what 
extent such an in tegration w ill in fluence the cooperation between the three libraries. 
Unfortunate ly, as a consequence o f the  uncertain fu ture  one o f the librarians has already 
found a new  job.
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