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O verview

This year the D irectorate o f F isheries and the Institute o f M arine research can 
ce lebra te  the ir 100th anniversary. O ur lib rary is there fore  about 100 years old.

The orig ina l a im  fo r the D irectorate w as the fo llow ing, w h ich I find ra ther sweet: "...in 
general to  have its attention to  all tha t m ay serve prom otion and deve lopm ent fo r the 
Norwegian S eafisheries and conduce the realisation o f the arrangem ents tha t fo r this 
purpose seem s suitable".

The D irectorate o f F isheries is, nowadays, providing, on an expert basis, all 
necessary sta tem ents and reports, firs t and fo rem ost fo r the M in ister o f F isheries. To cover 
these  duties the D irectorate is built up w ith  an adm in istra tive branch and a research institute, 
the  Institute o f Nutrition. The Institute o f Marine Research w as a part o f the D irectorate until 
Septem ber 1989 w hen it w as m ade a detached research institute. O ur library serves them 
all.

The D irectorate 's tasks cover a w ide fie ld as fo r exam ple legal m atters and fishing 
activ ities, fishery econom ics and statistics, engineering, quality contro l and aquaculture.

The Institute o f Marine Research a im s a t supplying the necessary basis fo r the best 
possib le use o f the ocean and its resources. For the fish ing industry the  m ost im portant 
facto r is the bio logica l production in the ocean, as a basis fo r fisheries and catches.

The Institute o f Nutrition investigates fish fo r hum an consum ption. It a lso exam ines 
polluted and poisoned fish. Research is conducted into v itam ins and fats, prote ins and 
am ino acids. In co-operation w ith the Institute o f M arine R esearch, the Institute o f Nutrition 
investigate appropria te  ways o f feeding farm ed fish.

In the  beginning the library com prised only a few  books placed in several o ffices and 
departm ents, and fo r a period, in tw o libraries. Eventually, in 1990, w e m anaged to  ge t the 
w ho le  co llection in to  one library.

W e serve both scientists, students and private individuals from  all ove r the country, 
not on ly  on sc ien tific  questions but m aybe a question about " w hat happened to  the boat tha t 
my uncle  ow ned in 1950?”

From  the year 2000 w e are a part o f B IBSYS, one o f the tw o m a jor union catalogues 
in Norway.

BIBSYS

BIBSYS started up in 1972, and is a Norwegian library system  fo r about 70 academ ic 
and research libraries in our country. The system  includes references to approxim ate ly 
seven m illion books and publications.

The database is a union cata logue fo r the library co llections o f all the BIBSYS 
m em bers. Each library ca ta logue and index the ir co llections into BIBSYS. On the average of 
70,000 search requests are processed every day. The local databases can be searched 
individually, but the union database is the default search dom ain.
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BIBSYS is a t present working on a s tra tegy concern ing e lectron ic publications - 
B IBSYS w ishes to ac t as an agent to the co llective  agreem ents fo r m aking the  e lectron ic 
jou rna ls  ava ilab le  fo r all the B IBSYS libraries. A  web-based interface to  the catalogue 
is ava ilab le free ly  to  anyone w ith Internet access, and you can choose between Norwegian 
and English as a com m and language

The in ternet address is: 
h ttp ://w w w .b ibsvs.no

ASFA

O ur lib ra ry is the on ly  N orwegian input centre to  ASFA.
Norw ay is one o f the 27 national A S FA  partners.
G enerally, the A S FA  national partners g ive the ir input to  the publish ing partner OSA in 
com puter readable form at. Due to  shortage o f s ta ff we have chosen to  pay OSA to  record 
the N orwegian entries.

Accord ing ly, w e send the docum ents to  CSA, and they prepare and process the input for 
ASFA.
In return the subscrip tion  price o f ASFA  is reduced according to  the am ount o f records sent 
per year.
S ince 1997 the N orwegian contribution has been about 300 entries each year.
O ur ASFA-lib rarian  is working once a w eek m onitoring and picking up re levant docum ents 
and records published in Norway and sending it to CSA, Bethesda.

G LO DIR

Last year we had som e financia l support tha t m ade it possible fo r us to  fu lfil our so-
called
G LO DIR -pro ject.

W e had a lready received inform ation on 229 Norwegian scientists. These entries 
w ere  recorded in the  firs t ha lf o f 1999.

C orrections are now  the responsib ility  o f the sc ientis ts  them selves.
By April 2000 there  w ere 247 Norwegian entries in GLODIR .
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