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Severa l C roatian sc ien tific  institu tions are involved in aqua tic  research: the Institute 
o f O ceanography and Fisheries, S p lit (w ith the D epartm ent in Dubrovnik), the Ruder 
Boskovic Institute, the Faculty o f Science, the D epartm ent o f G eophysics and the 
H ydrograph ic Institu te  o f the R epublic  o f Croatia. Both the libraries o f the Institute o f 
O ceanography and F isheries and the Ruder Boskovic Institu te are Euraslic m em bers. These 
two lib raries w ork toge ther on a com m on Project CNS (The Croatian Natural Sciences 
Inform ation System ) w ith  the purpose o f creating a virtual lib rary w ith  all the re levant data 
accessib le  through the network.

The R uder Boskovic Institute has tw o D epartm ents fo r Marine Research: C enter for 
M arine and Environm enta l Research in Zagreb and C en te r fo r M arine R esearch in Rovinj. 
The library in Rovinj m ain ta ins a large collection o f books and journa ls  dealing w ith  marine 
science.

The library o f the R uder Boskovic Institu te has been estab lished in 1950. It is the 
b iggest sc ien tific  lib rary in the R epublic o f Croatia. O ur co llections cover the fie lds o f physics, 
m athem atics, e lectrica l engineering, chem istry, bio logy, m edicine, environm enta l and marine 
science. The lib rary holds about 30,000 books, and 500 theses. The num ber o f the current 
periodicals is 400, and the tota l num ber o f the titles is 920. O ur users are researchers, 
engineers, scholars and students.

The library is involved in severa l projects. The Croatian Natural Sciences Information 
System  (h ttp ://p rirodo .irb .hr) has started in 1995 and is co-ord inated by the  Institute Ruder 
B oskovic L ibrary. The purpose o f the project is to create an union on line cata logue in the 
fie ld  o f science and m ake the  databases accessib le  through the network. A t the m om ent 23 
libraries are involved in the project, am ong them  the library o f the Institute o f O ceanography 
and F isheries-Split.

The Ruder Boskovic Institute L ibrary is a lso included in the CARN et inform ation 
research pro jects (C roatian Academ ic Research Network) The pro jects are develop ing and 
supporting the netw ork and the inform ation infrastructure o f the academ ic and scientific 
research institu tion. The C A R N et has been supporting severa l projects. The RBI Library 
carries out the pro ject entitled: ‘C en te r fo r O nline D atabases C AR N et’ .
(h ttp ://n ippur.irb .h r/ov id /) . T he  pro ject has began in 1995 and w as designed w ith  the  aim  o f 
becom ing the firs t national service, which w ould  provide a free network access to the 
com m ercia l databases to  users. T he  O nline Database C en te r is hosted and m anaged by the 
IRB Library, and has grow n to be a b ib liograph ic service fo r the  entire academ ic com m unity 
o f the  country. The fo llow ing D atabases are availab le  a t the m om ent: C urrent C ontents, 
M edline, Agricola, Inspec, Eric, Core B iom edical C ollection, Evidence-Based Medicine 
R e v ie w .

The RBI L ibrary a lso conducts the pro ject “C roatian Scientific  B ib liography” 
(h ttp ://b ib .irb .h r). created w ith  the purpose o f collecting all the sc ien tific  w orks produced in 
C roatia, as the resu lt o f the work on the  pro jects o f the M inistry o f Science and Techno logy

In 1999 the RBI Library has becom e a C roatian regional cen te r fo r the International 
G eosphere -B losphere  P rogram m e (IGBP)
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One of o u r priorities is m aintenance o f the library s ite  (h ttp ://lib ra ry .irb .h r). W e have 
been present on the w orld  w ide  w eb since 1994. All the librarians are  involved in the creating 
and m ainta in ing o f w eb pages. W e  try  to  m ake our pages (we o ffe r over 1,500 pages on our 
W eb site) as in form ative as possible. The pages conta in  various inform ation about library, its 
serv ices and activ ities, on line  cata logues, e lectron ic arch ives etc. A ll pages are both in 
Croatian and English language. Some of the m ost im portant lib ra ry pages are as follows:

O nline cata logues (h ttp ://n ippur.irb .hr/eng/cata logs.h tm l) - lib rary on line catalogues 
o f books and periodicals as well as union cata logues. There is a lso a ‘List o f current 
period ica ls ’ (h ttp ://n ippur.irb .hr/eng/lis ta .h tm l) w ith  d irect links to  hom e page o f each journa l.

S cience on In ternet (h ttp ://n ippur.irb . hr/hrv/resources.h tm l#zn i)- d ivided into 
subfie lds and covering all the  subjects o f science including oceanography, oceano logy and 
m arine science.

Library and Inform ation Sciences (h ttp ://n ippur.irb .hr/eng/kn jizn icarstvo .h tm l), 
L ibrary C onferences, E lectron ic library journa ls, L ibraries in C roatia, L ibraries around the 
W orld e tc., are very useful and inform ative pages fo r librarians.

A  fu ll-tex t o f the  Institute 's Annual Report could a lso be found on the W eb 
(h ttp ://n ippur.irb .h r/izv jesta j/) w ith the  description o f the research program s in the fie ld of 
m arine science.

W e hope to develop all our services in the near fu ture, s tart som e new, as well as 
im prove co-opera tion  w ith our co lleagues by becom ing a m ore active m em ber in EURASLIC.
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