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ABSTRACT

The paper discusses a com plete review  o f  alm ost 2000 periodicals titles 
on fisheries, aquaculture and related aquatic sciences held by  FA O ’s 
Fisheries Branch Library, the m ost com prehensive and relevant 
collection o f  fisheries-related literature in the world.

The review process used present and past FAO strategies to identify a 
series o f  relevant criteria for evaluating the relevance and im portance o f  
each title. The review process and recom m endations are relevant to 
m any library situations - not only national fisheries institutions but also 
specialist libraries in m any fields.

ANALYSIS

A  C ore Collection o f  over 1700 
titles was identified. Listings o f  
titles are included in the Circular. 
200 titles were identified for 
disposal. The review  confirmed 
the effectiveness o f  previous 
collection policies, and the 
strategy-based approach formed 
an appropriate basis for a future 
collection policy and maintenance 
strategy. The paper discusses 
issues such as alternative access 
to periodicals via digital means, 
collection development, 
m aintenance and disposal policy.
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RECOM M ENDATIONS

Some general points relevant to
periodicals collection policy in
m any specialised libraries:
•  Organisational strategy 

should be the main 
determ inant o f  collection 
policy.

•  Collection policy should be 
defined in a Collection 
Policy S ta tem en t.

•  A review o f  collection 
policy should take place 
when strategy changes.

•  The transition from  print to 
electronic access should be 
evaluated in terms o f  cost- 
effectiveness and long-term 
goals. For the present, the 
'hybrid' library remains the 
best option.
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F A O  F I S H E R IE S  L IB R A R Y

W ith in  F A O 's  g lo b a l s t r a te g ic  o b je c tiv e s  o f  
s u s ta in a b le  fo o d  s e c u r i ty , th e  F ish e rie s  
D e p a r tm e n t is  th e  in te rn a t io n a l a g e n c y  fo r 
f is h e r ie s . T h e  lib ra ry  c o l le c t io n  is u n iq u e  in  th e  
b re a d th  a n d  d e p th  o f  i t s  c o v e ra g e  o f  f is h e r ie s  
a n d  a q u a c u ltu re  in  th e  d e v e lo p in g  w o rld .

C o u n t r i e s  o f  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  p e r i o d i c a l s  i n  F A O  F i s h e r i e s  L ib r a r y

Tmreilixi

A N  O U T L I N E  F O R  A  C O L L E C T I O N  
P O L IC Y  S T A T E M E N T

A n  o u tl in e  c o l le c t io n  p o lic y  s ta te m e n t m ig h t 
c o v e r:
In tr o d u ctio n
•  Purpose and audience
•  in s ti tu tio n  a n d  c l ie n te le  se rv ed
•  M is s io n  S ta te m e n t an d  G o a ls  
O v e r v ie w  o f  c o lle c t io n
•  H is to ry
•  S u b je c t -  e m p h a s is  a n d  d e  em p h a s is
•  C o lle c t io n  lo c a tio n s  
O r g a n isa t io n  o f  p ro g ra m m e
•  S ta f f in g , lia is o n , b u d g e t
•  M a n a g e m e n t o f  co lle c tio n
•  E q u ip m e n t a n d  te c h n ic a l s u p p o rt 
G e n e r a l  c o l le c t io n  m a n a g em en t
•  T y p e s  o f  p u b lic a t io n s : e g  ra re  a n d  a rch iv a l 

m a te r ia l,  la n g u a g e s  a n d  tra n s la tio n s , 
in s ti tu tio n a l p u b lic a t io n s , p o p u la r /s c h o la r ly

•  A c c e s s : e g  m u l tip le  c o p ie s , 
r c s c rv c /re fe re n c e , a c c e s s  p o lic y

A n a ly s is  o f  s u b je c t  c o lle c t io n
•  C o lle c tio n  le v e ls
•  L an g u ag es
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