
The data m anagem ent team  has also been in 
contact w ith o ther international netw orks such 
as M arine Genomics, Fauna Europaea and 
ENBI. These m eetings are helping to further 
synchronise efforts w ith in  Europe.

O f relevance to MARBEE an International 
C onference on M arine B iodiversity  Data 
M anagem ent: Ocean Biodiversity Inform atics 
(OBI) will be organised by VTIZ, IODE/IOC, 
ICES, CoMT/OBIS and IABO in Eiamburg, 
from  29 N ovem ber 2004 un til 1 Decem ber 
2004. M ore in fo rm atio n  is available on 
http://w w w .vliz.be/obi/. •
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Glossary
BIOMARE: Im plem entation  and netw ork ing  
o f large-scale long-term  m arine biodiversity  
re sea rch  in Europe:- 
h ttp ://w w w .b iom arew eb .o rg /.
CoML: C ensus  of M arine Life:- 
h ttp ://w w w .com l.o rg /com l.h tm .
ENBI: E uropean N e tw o rk  fo r Biodiversity 
Inform ation:- h ttp ://w w w .enbi.info /.
ERMS: E uropean R egister of M arine 
Species:- h ttp ://erm s.b io l.so ton .ac .uk / 
and searchab le  version  onV LIZ site:- 
h ttp ://w w w .v liz .be/vm dcdata/erm s/index .php . 
EUROCEAN: E uropean C e n tre  fo r 
Inform ation o n  M arine Science and 
Technology:- h ttp ://w w w .eu ro cean .o rg / and 
Fauna Europaea:- h ttp ://w w w .faunaeur.o rg /. 
GBIF: Global B iodiversity Inform ation 
Facility:- http://w w w .gbif.org /.
IABO: In ternational A ssociation  of 
Biological O ceanography : - 
h ttp ://w w w .iabo .o rg /index .h tm l.
ICES: In ternational C ouncil fo r th e  
Exploration  o f th e  Sea:- h ttp ://w w w .ices.dk /. 
IO D E/IO C : In ternational O ceanograph ic  
D ata and Inform ation Exchange/ 
In tergovernm enta l O ceanograph ic  
C om m ission  o f U N ESC O :- h ttp ://io d e .o rg /. 
ITIS: In tegra ted  T axonom ic Inform ation 
System :- h ttp ://w w w .itis.usda.gov/index.h tm l. 
M arine G enom ics  E urope, FP6 EU N e tw o rk  
o f Excellence:- h ttp ://w w w .sb-roscoff.fr/ 
m arine-genom ics-eu rope/.
N a tu ra  2000 : A  E uropean ecological 
n e tw o rk :- h ttp ://eu ro p a .eu .in t/co m m / 
env ironm ent/life/life /natura2000.htm .
OBIS: O cea n  Biogeographic Inform ation 
System :- h ttp ://w w w .iob is .o rg .
URM O: U n esco -IO C  R egister o f M arine 
O rganism s:- h ttp ://w w w 2.eti.uva.n l/ 
database /u rm o/defau lt.h tm l.

Updating,
expanding
ERMS, the
European
Register
of Marine
Species

By Geoff Boxshall

IN THE DESCRIPTION OF WORK, 
MARBEF is committed to updating and 
revising ERMS. The MARBEF data 
management group at VLIZ have 
invested manpower in converting it 
from static pages into a searchable, 
relational database structure. This is 
already available on the VLIZ website: 
http://www.vliz.be/vmdcdata/erms/.

ERMS 2.0 is already evolving into a different 
entity  Particular taxon groupings such as 
FishBase, AlgaeBase and CTEMAM are going 
their own way, and hyperlinks seem  the way 
forwards for updating  these groups, b u t there 
will be a core MARBEF team  led by M ark 
Costello to take forwards the developm ent of 
ERMS 2.0. This team  already includes several

The revision will entail checking and updating  
all scientific  nam es; rem oving  new ly- 
recognised synonym s; adding new species; 
checking or providing taxonom ic hierarchy; 
adding geographical d istribution  data. The aim  
of including phylogenetic/hierarchy data is to 
facilitate m easures of phylogenetic com plexity 
-  a key com ponent of ecosystem  com plexity 
This will, for example, enable the ecologists 
w ith in  MARBEF to m ore easily identify and 
quantify  differences in  th e  degree of 
phylogenetic relatedness betw een high and 
low species-richness sites.

Contact Mark C ostello , Chris Em blow or 
Edward Vanden Berghe regarding updating  
ERMS. •

G eoff Boxshall, N atural Eiistory
M useum , Crom well Road,
Bondon SW 7 5BD, UK.

partners (especially EcoServe, VTIZ, MNEiN, 
FishBase) b u t n u m ero u s o th er MARBEF 
partners may becom e involved.

M ark Costello, Edw ard Vanden Berghe, Chris 
Emblow and D aphne Cuvelier at VTIZ are in 
the process of com piling a list of providers 
w ho have agreed to revise their contributions. 
In parallel w ith this list, a gap analysis is being 
u ndertaken  w hich will generate a list of taxa 
for w hich new contributors are needed.
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